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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  10 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  10:  Folder  1-4:  Correspondence  from  others  to  Keller,  Sullivan  Macy, 
Thomson  forwarded  to  NBH,  1903-1957 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’s 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  http:/Avww. Derkinsarchives.org/nbh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Aime  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Hermey’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/72 1 576273 1011 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 


LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta.  2015, 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 


bio(;raphical  note: 


Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924, 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Keller-Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan’s  biography  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  10:  Folder  1-4:  Correspondence  from  others  to  Keller,  Sullivan  Macy,  Thomson  forwarded  to 
NBH,  1903-1957 


BIO:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  Label  from  former  manuscript  hox 


Label  "Nella  Braddy  Menney  Collection  Correspondence  1903  - 1957” 

BIO:  F2:  NBH  Correspondence:  letters  sent  to  Keller,  Thomson,  Sullivan  Macy,  by  others  and 
forwarded  to  NBH,  1903  - 1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mark  Twain/Samuel  L.  Clemens,  1903  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mark  Twain,  Samuel  L.  Clemens,  July  26,  1904 
Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Jean  Clemens,  January  19,  1905 
Letter  from  Mark  Twain/Samuel  L.  Clemens,  December  6,  1905 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mark  Twain/Samuel  L.  Clemens,  December  23,  1906  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mark  Twain/Samuel  L.  Clemens,  November  14,  1908 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Isabel  Lyon,  November  22,  1908 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mark  Twain/S. L.  Clemens,  June  29,  1909 
Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Lydia  Hayes,  October  22,  1925  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Edward  Allen,  March  15,  1927 

Letter  to  Amie  Sullivan  Macy  from  Edward  Allen,  April  22,  1927 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Mary  Sullivan  Hammon,  June  26,  1927 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Carl  Sandburg,  June  5,  1928 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Carly  Sandburg,  October  10,  1929 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Edward  Bok,  November  18,  1922 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  November  21,  1929 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  John  Haynes  Holmes,  November  21,  1929 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Seymour  Van  Santvoord,  April  13,  1931 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  from  Leon  Gordon,  October  16,  1931 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Phillips  B.  Keller,  January  30,  1932  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Lydia  Hayes,  March  15,  1932  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Charles  Campbell,  November  16,  1932  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  1932 

Letter  to  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  from  Charles  Campbell,  December  14,  1933 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  T.  Yoshimoto,  January  18,  1937  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Takeo  Iwahashi,  February  9,  1937  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  George  Fryer,  April  29,  1937 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Martha  Toughneu,  May  4,  1937  (8  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  June  Komatsu,  May  6,  1937 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Sachiko  Chiba,  August  31,  1937  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Takeo  Iwahashi,  October  25,  1937  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Francis  Trevelyan  Miller,  January  16,  1938  (2  pages) 
Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Robert  B.  Irwin,  January  24,  1938 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  F.  Fraser  Bond,  January  28,  1938  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Erica  May  Brooks,  February  19,  1938  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Erica  May  Brooks,  March  5,  1938 

Letter  to  Nella  Braddy  Henney  from  Erica  May  Brooks,  March  4,  1938 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Jacob  Panken,  March  9,  1938 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  E.  Wolf,  April  27,  1938  (2  pages) 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Seymour  Berkson,  May  8,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Fl.E.  Maule,  June  16,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  H.E.  Maule,  June  29,  1938 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Bess  Hay,  July  7,  1938  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Herbert  Hoover,  July  16,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Herbert  Hoover,  July  16,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  David  Sarnoff,  July  25,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  David  Sarnoff,  July  25,  1938 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ralph  Roeder,  December  5,  1938 

Letter  to  1 lelen  Keller  from  Princess  zu  Lowenstein,  February  4,  1939 


Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mary  Cashner,  February  20.  1939 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Robert  Thomson,  April  6,  1939  (2  pages) 

Note;  with  enclosed  article  from  The  Spectator 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sadie  Peterson-Delaney,  April  1 1,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Grace  Fulenwilder,  August  1 8,  1939  (5  pages) 

Letter  to  Flelen  Keller  from  Mrs.  William  Brown  Meloney,  August  24,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Geo.  L.  Lemmon,  December  4,  1939 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Grace  Fulenwilder,  December  8,  1939  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Henry  W.  Goddard,  January  2,  1940 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Doubleday,  July  15,  1940  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Grace  E.  Baistow  Marbly,  July  31,  1940 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Grace  E.  Baistow  Marbly,  August  13,  1940  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Louise  Culver,  August  16,  1940 
Letter  to  Louise  Culver  from  Jo  Davidson,  August  27,  1940 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Joseph  Crown,  January  8,  1941 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mrs.  William  Brown  Meloney  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  enclosed  article 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Robert  Thomson,  December  7,  1942 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Guy  Endore,  1944 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Lucy  A.  Goldwaite,  November  21,  1944 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Etelinda  H.  Otero,  December  12,  1946 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mary  Pos,  January  4,  1947 

Letter  to  Mary  Pos  from  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  January  13,  1947 

Newspaper  clipping,  October  27,  1 946 

Newspaper  clipping,  December  8,  1946 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Robert  L.  Raymond,  February  4,  1947 
Letter  to  Robert  L.  Raymond  from  Tradja  D.  Post 

Letter  to  Robert  L.  Raymond  from  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  February  12,  1947 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Bob  Irwin,  January  29,  1948  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Earl  A.  Dennis,  April  13,  1948 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Bob  Irwin,  April  27,  1948 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Phillips  Keller,  November  20,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  21,  1948 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Marjorie  MeClure,  February  16,  1949 

Note  Marjorie  McClure  is  James  Melton’s  mother-in-law 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Thorton  C.  Fry,  May  13,  1949  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sheldon  M.  Covell,  August  1 5,  1949  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  March  12,  1950  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  enelosed  article  Mareh  13  1950 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mary  Pos,  April  6,  1950 

B10:F3:  NBH  Correspondence:  Letters  sent  to  Keller,  Sullivan  Macy,  Thomson,  by  others  and 
forwarded  to  NBH,  1950  - 1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Kayano  Nagai,  July  10,  1950 

Note:  translation  with  original  Japanese  letter.  Kayano  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Takashi  Nagai 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  fhomson 
Note:  written  in  French 

Letter  to  Helen  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Jo  Davidson,  September  15.  1950 
Letter  to  Helen  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  September  15,  1950 
Letter  to  Flelen  Keller  from  Jo  Davidson 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Leonard  Pfeiffer,  December  19,  1950 
Note;  with  enclosed  brochure 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Nancy  Geoynne,  January  24,  1951 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Dr.  Claude  Dixon,  September  21,  1951 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  C.B.  Powell,  November  6,  1951 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Lena  Powell,  November  7,  1951  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sarah  Fagan,  January  1952  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  D.  L.  Wilson,  February  21,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sadie  D.  Shrader,  March  11,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  April  4,  1952 

Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  April  5,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  January  16,  1952 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Editorial  Sudamericana,  April  16,  1952 
Note;  with  enclosed  statement 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Kathleen  Walker,  April  10,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Jefferson  Caffery,  April  25,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Robert  G.  Cohn,  June  2,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Aliette  Lechaux,  June  3,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Hugh  Bullock,  June  17,  1952 

Note  to  Nella  Braddy  Hemiey  from  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Phillips  Keller,  July  11,  1952  (2  pages) 

Placemat  to  Helen  Keller  signed  by  relatives  and  friends 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Dick  Whittington,  July  14,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  26,  1952  (6  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  August  26,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  30,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Edmond  Amateis,  October  6,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  September  17,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Lenore  Smith,  October  7,  1952 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  October  7,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Adele  Rosenwald  Levy,  October  9,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Member  of  the  House  of  Lords,  December  28,  1952 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Florence  Davidson,  January  6,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Matilde  Pfeiffer,  January  10,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Allerton  F.  Brooks,  January  14,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  J.  Biltman,  January  16,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Rebecca  Wolinsky,  February  9,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Kellerfrom  Dr.  Mortimer  Camiel,  February  9,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  February  10,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Adele  Rosenwald  Levy,  February  10,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Rudolf  G.  Sonneborn,  February  12,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Nelson  Chappel,  March  2,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  John  Lodge,  March  4,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Elizabeth  P.  Fleppner,  March  12,  1953 

Telegram  to  Polly  Thomson  from  A.  W.  Blaxall,  March  13,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Augustus  Muir,  March  16,  1953 

Note:  signed  Charlie 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ethel  Delston,  March  23,  1953 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Jeannette  Hill,  March  26,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  W.  McG.  Eager,  March  26,  1953 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  W.  McG.  Eager,  March  31.1 953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  A.  W.  Blaxall,  April  16,  1953 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Jessie  Hickey,  April  21,  1953 


Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Earl  C.  Graham,  April  28,  1953 

Letter  to  “Sir  or  Madam”  from  .lessie  Llickey,  April  21,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ethel  ,lo  Simkins,  May  6,  1953 

Letter  to  Mary  T.  Steyn  from  Ethel  Simkins,  April  29,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Bishop  Ralph  Spaulding  Cushman,  May  20,  1953 

Quote  from  Helen  Keller 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Blanche  P.  Gilman,  June  1,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  E.M.  Lane,  June  8,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Thomas  C.  Mami,  June  26,  1953 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Paricio  Donoso  & Margarita  Ibanez,  June  27,  1953 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Dick,  June  27,  1953 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Nelson  Chappel,  June  27,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  A.  W.  Blaxall,  June  27,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  A.W.  Blaxall,  June  30,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Joan  Crawford,  July  19,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Rudolph  Fahl,  July  16,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  from  Nelson 

Neff,  August  3,  1953  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Dr.  Sydney  S.  Jacquelin,  August  13,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ishbel  Ross,  August  23,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  W.  McG.  Eager,  August  30,  1953  (3  pages) 

Note:  Enclosed  brochure 

Postcard  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  September  12,  1953 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  A.W.  Blaxall,  September  13,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Florence  Davidson,  September  20,  1953  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Leslie  Paffrath,  October  15,  1953 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Paul  D.  Miller,  October  15,  1953 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Alice  Hale  Burrage,  November  3,  1953 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ward  Wheelock,  November  10,  1953 
Note:  enclosed  clipping 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Emil  Neter,  December  28,  1953 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Grace  O’Clarke,  January  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Peter  Ascoli,  January  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sally  Searle 

Letter  to  Giralda  Forbes  from  Helen  Keller 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Giralda  Forbes,  January  6,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  January  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Robert  Barnett,  January  7,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  John  J.  Jeremy,  January  7,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Leah  Louise,  January  8,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Robert  Russell  Bennett.  January  9,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Martha  Finley,  January  9,  1 954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  From  Clarence  D.  O’Connor,  January  9,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson  from  Reginald  Allen,  January  10,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Elsa  Loges,  January  12,  1954 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  January  12,  1954 
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NELU  BRADDY  HENNEY  COLLECTION 
Correspondence  1903-1957 
Contents-  personnal  and  business 
correspondence  addressed  to  Helen  Kellp 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  Polly  Thom>on 
Heiney'"""  to  Nelli  praddr 


Rlverdale  - on  - the  Hudson 


St.  Patrick's  Day,  1903. 


Dear  Helen: 

I must  steal  half  a moment  from  my  work  to  say  how 
glad  I am  to  have  your  book  and  how  highly  I value  it,  both 
for  its  own  sake  and  as  a remembrance  of  an  affectionate 
friendship  which  has  subsisted  between  us  for  nine  years 
without  a break  and  without  a single  act  of  violence  that  I 
can  call  to  mind.  I suppose  there  is  nothing  like  it  in 
heaven;  and  not  likely  to  be,  until  we  get  there  and  show  off, 
I often  think  of  it  with  longing,  and  how  they'll  say,  "there 
they  come  - sit  down  in  front.'"  I am  practising  with  a tin 
halo.  You  do  the  same.  I was  at  Henry  Roger's  last  night, 
an  of  course  we  talked  of  you.  He  is  not  at  all  well  - you 
will  not  like  to  hear  that;  tut  like  you  and  me,  he  is  just 
as  lovely  as  ever. 

I am  charmed  v/ith  your  book  - enchanted.  You 
are  a wonderful  creature,  the  most  wonderful  in  the  world  - 
you  and  your  other  half  together  - Miss  Sullivan,  I mean, 
for  it  took  the  pair  of  you  to  make  complete  and  perfect 
whole.  How  she  stainds  out  in  her  letters.'  her  brilliancy, 
penetration,  originality,  wisdom,  character,  and  the  fine 
literary  competencies  of  her  pen  - they  are  all  there. 

Oh,  dear  me,  how  unspeakably  funny  and  owlishly 


idiotic  and  grotesque  was  that  "plagiarism"  farce.*  As  if  there 
was  much  of  anything  in  any  human  utterance,  oral  or  written, 
except  plagiarism.'  The  kernel,  the  soul  - let  us  go  farther 
and  say  the  substance,  the  bulk,  the  actual  and  valuable  material 
of  all  human  utterances  is  plagiarism.  For  substantially  all 
ideas  are  second  hand,  consciously  or  unconsciously  drawn  from 
a million  outside  sources  and  daily  used  by  the  garnerer  with  a 
pride  and  satisfaction  born  of  the  superstition  that  he  originated 
them;  whereas  there  is  not  a rag  of  originality  about  them  any 
where  except  the  little  discoloration  they  get  from  his  mental 
and  moral  calibre  and  his  temperament,  which  is  revealed  in 
characteristics  of  phrasing.  When  a great  orator  makes  a great 
speech  you  are  listening  to  ten  centuries  and  ten  thousand  men  - 
but  we  call  it  his  speech,  and  really  some  exceedingly  small 
portion  of  it  ^ his.  But  not  enough  to  signify.  It  is  merely 
a Waterloo.  It  is  Wellington's  Ijattle,  in  some  degree,  and  we 
call  if  his  but  there  were  others  that  contributed.  It  takes 
a thousand  men  to  invent  a telegraph,  or  a steam  engine,  or  a 
phonograph,  or  a photograph,  or  a telephone  or  any  other 
important  thing  - and  the  last  man  gets  the  credit  and  we 
forget  the  others.  He  added  his  little  mite  - that  is  all  he 
did.  These  object  lessons  should  teach  us  that  ninety-nine 
parts  of  all  things  that  proceed  from  the  intellect  are 
plagiarisms,  pure  and  simple;  and  the  lesson  ought  to  make  us 
modest.  But  nothing  can  do  that. 


Then  why  don’t  we  unwittingly  reproduce  the  phrasing  of  a 
story,  as  well  as  the  story  Itself?  It  can  hardly  happen  - to 
the  extent  of  fifty  words  - except  In  the  case  of  a child;  Its  memory 
tablet  Is  not  lumbered  with  impressions,  and  the  natural  language 

can  have  graving  room  there  and  preserve  the  language  a year  or 

/ 

two,  but  a grown  person’s  memory  tablet  is  a palimpsest,  with 
hardly  a bare  space  upon  v/hich  to  engrave  a phrase.  It  must  be  a 
very  rare  thing  that  a whole  page  gats  so  sharply  printed  on  a 
man’s  mind,  by  a single  reading,  that  it  will  stay  long  enough 
to  turn  up  some  time  or  other  to  be  mistaken  by  him  for  his  own. 

No  doubt  we  are  constantly  littering  our  literature  with 
disconnected  sentences  borrowed  from  books  at  some  unremembered 
time  and  how  imagined  to  be  our  own,  but  that  is  about  the  most 
we  can  do.  In  1866  I read  Dr.  Holmes's  poems,  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands.  A year  and  a half  later  I stole  his  dedication,  without 
knowing  it,  and  used  it  to  dedicate  my  "Innocents  Abroad"  with. 

Ten  years  afterward  I was  talking  with  Dr.  Holmes  about  it.  He 
was  not  an  ignorant  ass  - no,  not  he;  he  was  not  a collection  of 
decayed  human  turnips,  like  your  "Plagiarism  Court",  and  so  when 
I said,  "I  know  now  where  I stole  it,  but  who  did  you  steal  it 
from",  he  said,  "I  don't  remember;  I only  know  I stole  it  from 
somebody,  because  I have  never  originated  anything  altogether 
myself,  nor  met  anyone  who  had.’ 

To  think  of  those  solemn  donkeys  breaking  a little  child's 
heart  with  their  ignorant  rubbish  about  plagiarism.’  I couldn’t 
sleep  for  blaspheming  about  it  last  night.  Why,  their  whole 


histories,  their  whole  lives,  all  their  learning,  all  their 
thoughts,  all  their  opinions  were  one  solid  ruck  of  plagiarism, 
and  they  didn’t  know  it  and  never  suspected  it.  A gang  of  dull 
and  hoary  pirates  piously  setting  themselves  the  task  of 
disciplining  and  purifying  a kitten  that  they  think  they've 

caught-  filching  a chop.'  Oh,  dam 

But  you  finish  it,  dear,  I am  running  short  of  vocabulary 

today. 

Ever  lovingly  your  friend 

Mark 


(Edited  and  modified  by  Clara  Clemens,  deputy  to  her  mother,  who 
for  more  than  7 months  has  been  ill  in  bed  and  unable  to  exercise 
her  official  function.) 


Lee,  Mass. 
July  26,  1904- 


Dear  Helen: 

Your  letter  of  June  14th  has  reached  me  this  morning, 
and  has  profoundly  touched  me.  During  twenty- two  (22)  long 
months  my  trembling  family  of  four  groped  our  way  dovm  the 
Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  at  times  heartened  and  made 
hopeful  by  fleeting  rays  of  promise  which  were  but  lies  and 
beguilements,  and  then  the  end  came  in  an  instant  and  un- 
expected. We  are  still  numb  with  the  shock  of  it.  We  must 
wait  and  endure.  Time  is  the  only  helper.  Time  is  the  only 
softener  of  sorrow.  There  is  no  healer  of  it. 

I beg  to  offer  my  homage  to  Miss  Sullivan, and  am 
Affectionately  your  friend, 

S.L.  Clemens 


t 


21  Fifth  Avenue, 
January  19,  1905 


My  dear  Miss  Sullivan: 

As  father  is  still  ill  in  bed  with  gout 
he  cajinot  write  for  himself  and  has,  therefore,  asked  me 
to  do  so  for  him. 

He  was  of  course  very  much  pleased  to 
hear  of  your  happy  engagement,  especially  so,  as  he  once 
met  Mr.  Macy  at  Mrs.  Hutton's,  I believe. 

He  sends  you  his  most  cordial  congratulations 
and  sincerest  regards,  together  with  the  hope  that  your  health 
is  good. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Jean  L.  Clemens. 


p 


Nevr  York,  N.Y. 
December  6,  1905* 


To  you,  and  to  all  my  other  known  and  unknown  friends  who 
have  lightened  the  weight  of  my  seventieth  birthday  with 
kind  words,  and  good  wishes  I offer  my  most  grateful  thanks, 
and  beg  leave  to  sign  myself. 


It  is  a lovely  letter  dear  Helen,  and  I thank  you  from 
my  heart  for  it. 

Remain  an  optimist  just  as  long  as  you  can,  dear.'  I 
would  not  abridge  the  term  by  a single  day.  But  as  for  me  - 
Ah,  that  is  different.' 

Do  please  give  my  lov^  to  Mr.  & Mrs.  Macy. 


Your  and  their  obliged  friend 


Mark  Twain 


Always  affectionately 
S.L.  Clemens. 


i 


21  Fifth  Avenue 
December  23,  I906 


Dear  Helen  Keller: 

Oh,  thank  you  for  those  lovely  words.* 

Now  as  to  your  January  visit:  we  must  certainly 
meet  then  and  have  a talk. 

Another  thing.  You  say,  "As  a reformer,  you  know 
that  ideas  must  be  driven  home  again  and  again." 

Yes,  I know  it;  and  by  old  experience  I know  that 
speeches  and  documents,  and  public  meetings  are  a pretty  poor 
and  lajue  way  of  accomplishing  it.  Last  year  I proposed  a sane 
way  - one  which  I had  practised  with  success  for  a quarter  of 
a century  - but  I wasn't  expecting  it  to  get  any  attention, 
and  it  didn't. 

Give  me  a battalion  of  200  winsome  young  girls 
and  matrons,  and  let  me  tell  them  what  to  do  and  how  to  do 
it,  and  I will  be  responsible  for  showing  results.  If  I 
oould  mass  them  on  the  stage  in  front  of  the  audience,  and 
instruct  them  there,  I could  make  a public  meeting  take  hold 
of  itself,  and  do  something  really  valuable  for  once.  Not 
that  the  real  instructing  would  be  done  there,  for  it  wouldn't; 
it  would  be  previously  done  privately,  and  merely  repeated  there. 

But  it  isn't  going  to  happen  - the  good  old  way  will 
be  stuck  to:  there'll  be  a public  meeting:  v;ith  music  and  prayer. 


and  a wearying  report,  and  a verbal  description  of  the  marvels 
the  blind  do,  and  seventeen  speeches  - then  the  call,  upon 
all  present  who  are  still  alive,  to  contritute.  This  hoary 
program  was  invented  in  the  idiot  asylum,  and  will  never  be 
changed.  Its  function  is  to  breed  hostility  to  good  causes. 

Some  day  somebody  will  recruit  my  200  - my  dear 
beguilesome  Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece  - and  you  will  sea 
them  make  good  their  ominous  name. . 

Mind,  we  must  meet!  not  in  the  grim  and  ghastly  air 
of  the  platform,  may-hap,  but  by  the  friendly  fire  - here  at 
21. 

Affectionately  your  friend. 


S.L.  Clemens. 


Redding,  Conn. 
November  l4,  190S. 


Dear  Helen  Keller: 

The  book  has  just  arrived,  and  I thank  you 
so  much  for  it;  for  I liked  it  in  instalments  and  know  I 
shall  have  pleasure  in  reading  it  as  a whole. 

I do  hope  you  and  the  Macy's  oan  come 
down  here  in  January,  and  give  us  a week-end  visit, 
arriving  on  a Friday  and  abiding  with  us  till  the 
Monday.  Won't  you  three  hold  a consultation  and  vote 
"Yes"?  We  will  take  the  best  kind  of  care  of  you. 

Affectionately 


S.L.  Clemens. 


REDDING 


CONNECTICUT 


November  22,  1900 

Dear  Uis3  Keller: 

Mr.  Clemens  asks  me  to  tell  you  from  him  how 
very  glad  he  will  be,  and  we  sliall  be,  to  see  you  on  January 
8th.  It  will  be  a very  great  pleasure  to  have  you  with  Mr. 

& Mrs.  Macy.  And  when  I write  Mrs.  Macy*s  name,  that  reminds 
me  that  I must  tell  you  lir.  Clemens  sent  a photograph  to  J?rs. 

Maoy  last  May.  I remember  it  very  distinctly,  but  she  shall  lave 
another.  Just  at  that  time  several  photographs  were  lost  in  the 
mails.  Both  photographs  sent  to  Mr.  Clemens,  & those  sent  by  him. 

lir.  Clemens  sends  his  love  to  you,  & his  warm 
regards  to  Mr.  & Mrs.  Macy, in  which  I most  heartily  join. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Isabel  Lyon  (signed) 


Stormfleld, 
Redding,  Conn, 
June  29,  1909. 


Dear  Helen: 

In  that  booklet  I courteously  hinted  at  the  long- 
ago  well  established  fact  that  even  the  Tuost  gifted  human 
being  is  merely  an  ass,  and  always  an  ass,  when  his  forbears 
have  furnished  him  an  idol  to  worship.  Reasonings  cannot 
convert  him,  facts  cannot  influence  him.  I wrote  the  book- 
let for  pleasure  - not  In  the  expectation  of  convincing  any- 
body that  Shakespeare  did  not  write  Shakespeare.  And  don't 
you  write  any  such  expectation.  Such  labors  are  not  worth 
the  ink,  and  the  paper,  except  when  you  do  them  for  the 
pleasure  of  it.  Shakespeare,  the  Stratford  tradesman,  will 
still  be  the  divine  Shakespeare  to  our  posterity  a thousand 
years  hence. 


not  to  stir  a rod  from  the  premises  until  the  cold  weather 
comes. 


I am  chained  to  Stormfleld,  by  the  doctor's  orders; 


With  love  to  you. 


S.L.C 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
NEW  JERSEY  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
9-11  FRANKLIN  STREET 


TELEPHONE:  MARKET  0268 


Newark,  n.  j. 


Octcb-r  22,  IC'2F?. 


C/o  A;i;eric:Ln  Founlution  icr  "tne  Flind, 
C-r^r.d  Central  Pul.;ce, 

My  leu-'  j',L‘3.  'Aucy:- 
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BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
NEW  JERSEY  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
9-11  FRANKLIN  STREET 


TELEPHONE:  MARKET  0268 


Newark.  N.  j. 
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. hove 3, 


PERKINS  INSTITUTION 
AND  MASSACHUSETTS  SCHOOL 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


EDWARD  E.  ALLEN,  DIRECTOR 


WATERTOWN.  MASS.  MaTCh  15,  1 S S 7 . 


Nfiss  Helen  Keller, 

93  Seninole  Ave., Forest  Hills 
Long  Island,  New  l^ork. 


Dear  Wiss  Keller:- 


Flease  tell  ae  when  it  was  that  you  first  spoke,  or 


spoke  at  all,  on  prevention  of  blindness  before  the  Wassachusstts  leg- 
islaturs.  The  first  record  we  can  find  of  your  public  appearance  in 
behalf  of  this  is  your  address  at  the  annual  nseeting  of  our  Associa- 
tion, which  was  in  February,  1911,  when  Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis  also  spoke 
to  the  sane  subject.  Preventive  toedicina  has  made  great  strides 
since  then. 

On  rereading  your  recent  good  letter  to  me  I find  ayself  not  quite 
sure  of  the  scope  of  what  I ait  preparing  for  you.  Wr.  Hayes  linited 
it  to  prevention,  but  you  seen,  to  include  acre,  as  aention  of  the 
Harvard  course.  Do  please  oiroumscribs  ay  efforts  or  ay  pen  may  flow 
too  freely.  I really  need  to  be  acquainted  with  your  conditions  as 
to  scope,  length  and  time  limit. 

Mrs.  Allen  and  I plan  to  motor  from  here  Tuesday,  April  5,  and  to 


reach  the  New  Tork  school  at  Pelham  Parkway  Wednesday,  attend  its  ex- 
ercises Tnursday  evening,  and  leave  for  Philadelphia  Saturday.  We 
should  be  free  to  call  at  Forest  Hills  Wednesday  evening  or  probably 
any  time  Friday.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Clevs  would  surely  be  pleased  to 
drive  us  over. 

With  greetings  from  Mrs.  Allen  to  Mrs.  Macy  and  yourself. 


Believe  me 


il 


PERKINS  INSTITUTION 
AND  MASSACHUSETTS  SCHOOL 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

EDWARD  E.  Allen,  director  Watertown,  Mass.  April  2a,  1S(27. 


WrB.  John  Wacy, 

93  Sesinole  Ava., Forest  Hin  «>•, 

Long  Island,  Kew  York. 

Dear  Wrs.Macy:- 

A .lette.r  . has  just  coae  on  the  letterhead  of  . Doubleday , 
Page  and  Company,  signed  Nella  Bradley  Beaey,  telling  ae  that  this 
lady  wants  to  visit  Perkins  presently. in  search  of  biographical  nater- 
^ial;  .and  I have  urged  her  to  cone,  saying, that  you  had. asked  ne  to 
help  her.iin  every  way. 

I have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  Wrs.  Richards  to  urge  her  to  "say 
her  worst,"  as  you  have  asked  ne  to  do,  for  she  is  reported  to  have 
gone  toBerauda.  I shall  hope  to  see  her  soon. 

Mrs.  Allen  and  I had  a aost  delightful  visit  at  your. house.  I was 
ever  so  glad  to  have  the  Van  Cleves  know  you  and  Belen  from  actual 
contact.  They  were  pleased;  but  of  course  you  know  .that:  .it  is  the 
sane  old  story.. 

Believe  ae, 

Coriially  youra. 
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The  Chicago  Daily  News 
15  North  Wells  Street 
Chicago 


June  5,1928 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Doubleday,  Page  Co., 

Garden  City,  L. T. 

New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Some  time  ago  when  I was  on  a long  vacation 

to 

and  receiving  no  mail  I was  asked  to  writeyjyou  on  your 
birthday  anniversary.  I could  not  comply  with  that  request 

then,  deeply  as  I wished  to. 

However,  in  moving  from  one  house  to  another 

and  reorganizing  desks,  files  and  papers,  T came  across  a 
letter  written  to  you  six  years  ago.  I did  not  sign  it  nor  did 
T s“nd  it  to  you — just  why  I do  not  know  perhaps  I 
felt  the  style  of  the  letter  was  a little  high  flown.  Anyhow, 

I do  not  feel  now  that  it  is  high  flown  and  send  it  to  you  with 
greetings  and  love. 

Faithfully  yours. 


Signed  Carl  Sandburg 


The  Chicago  Dally  News 
Daily  News  Plazal^  Chicago 


400  West  Madison  Street 
October  10,1929 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Since  your  good  letter  came  to  my  hands  I have  read 
not  only  that  but  also  your  book  "Midstream."  So  it  has  been  the  biggest 
Helen  Kelle-^  summer  I have  ever  had.  I have  written  three  notes  which 
are  to  run  in  my  Notebook  in  The  Chicago  Daily  News  during  the  month 
of  publication.  These  will  be  clipped  and  sent  on  to  you,  for  what- 
ever they  are  worth  of  your  time. 

T tried  to  read  your  letter  out  loud  to  my  family  and 
some  friends  at  dinner  one  evening  in  my  home.  As  I got  into  the  last 
three  paragraphs  of  your  letter  I knew  all  of  a sudden  that  if  I went 
on  reading  it  I would  be  crying,  and  knowing  this,  I stopped  reading 
an)  said,  "I  won't  read  the  rest  of  the  letter.  You  can  read  it  for 
yourselves  if  you  want  to.  All  she  says  is  that  we  are  good  friends 
because  both  of  us  are  a little  dumb  and  understand  all  living  things 
that  are  dumb. " 


I have  an  impression  that  you  are  not  acquainted  with 
my  Potatoe  Face  Blind  Man.  He  is  the  leading  character  in  two  books^ 
lootabaga  Stories  and  Rootabaga  Pigeons,  which  I wrote  for  young 
people,  meaning  by  young  people  those  who  are  children  and  those 
grownups  who  keep  something  of  the  child  heart.  If  you  do  not  have 
these  books  T should  love  to  send  them  to  you,  for  there  are  pages 
which  travel  somewhat  as  my  heart  and  min^ould  have  if  I had  gone 
blind,  which  twice  in  my  life  came  near  haprening.  On  some  trip  to 
New  York  I shall  phone  and  ask  whether  I can  come  out  and  bring  my 
guitar  and  songs.  I am  a vaudevillian  too.  Perhaps  you  know  my 
panaramic,  tumultuous,  transcontinental  "The  American  Songbag. " 

May  luck  stars  be  over  you. 

Faithfully  yours. 

Signed  Carl  Sandburg 


MH.  30K*R  OFFICE 


C 0 ? T 


Packard  Building 
Philadelphia 


November  eighteenth 
Nineteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine 


I'y  dear  Felen  ; 

Let  me  thank  you,  and  most 
sincerely,  for  the  copy  of  "Midstream"  and 
for  your  delightful  inscription  in  it.  I 
am  glad  to  have  it  and  am  takiiv..  it  home 
with  lae  this  evening  to  read.  I know  I 
shall  be  interested  because,  to  my  mind, 
you  have  lead  a remarkable  life,  full  of 
interest  and  filled  with  dramatic  episodes. 

Hy  sincere  regards,  and  I 
)>ope  that  the  book  will  have  a greet  success. 
Believe  me. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  Edward  3.  3ok 


Miss  Helen  Keller 


EXECUTIVK  MANSION 


COPT 


ALBANY 


November  2 1st,  1929. 


My  dear  lliss  Keller; 

I atn  very  grateful  to  you  for  sending  me  your  new 
book,  and  particularly  for  the  delightful  inscription  in  it. 

I shall  read  it  with  the  greatest  of  interest  at  'Verm  Springs 
Georgia,  whither  I am  going  on  Saturday  for  a ten  day  holiday 
Some  day  I want  your  advice  on  the  problem  of  the 
State's  oare  of  the  blind,  and  if  you  come  to  Albany  this 
winter  I hope  you  will  come  to  visit  us  at  the  Mansion. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  Franklin  D.  Hoosevelt 


THE  COVJrlUNITY  CinJXH 


COPY 


Minister 

John  Hsynea  Itolmea 


OF  :ssw  YOflK 
Hoveiaber  19^S. 


Office 

12  Park  Avenue 


Dear  Kiss  Keller; 


1 have  had  nany  gifts  of  books  in 
my  time,  but  none  which  moved  me  with  quite  so  keen 
a sense  of  delight  and  gratitude  as  this  copy  of 
your  "Hidstrean,’’  inscribed  to  me  with  your  hand.  I 
find  myself  wondering  in  a helpless  sort  of  way  what 
I have  done  to  deserve  such  a precious  offering  as  this, 
3ut  my  wonder  is  absorbed  in  the  sheer  delight  1 feel  at 
being  remembered  by  you  in  this  directly  personal  way, 
and  I ask  no  questions.  I simply  sit  down  to  try  to 
tell  you  how  happy  you  have  made  me,  and  to  thank  you 
with  all  my  heart. 


More  than  ever  now  am  I eager  to 
have  you  speak  here  some  day  at  my  church,  and  above 
all  things  else,  to  meet  you.  I eagerly  hope  that  some 
day  both  of  these  thini;3  may'  be  arranged,  and  I shall  be 
patient  in  waiting  upon  your  convenience  and  good  will. 

Again,  with  deepest  gratitude  and  with 
profound  reverence  for  the  light  you  give  so  steadily  and 
beautifully  to  the  world  from  out  your  darkness,  I remain 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  John  TTaymea  Holmes 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
93  Seminole  Avenue 
Forest  Hills,  L.I. 


Washington  Park 

Troy,  N.Y.  April  13th, 1931 


Dear  Helen  Keller, 


I cannot  find  words  to  thank  you  for  your 
beautiful  letter.  But  with  your  innate  perception  words  are 
not  necessary,  and  I feel  sure  you  will  apprehend.  I shall 
preserve  what  you  have  written  with  other  treasured  letters: 
from  Presidents  Cleveland,  Wilson  and  Taft,  all  of  whom  I 
knew — and  from  other  beloved  friends,  of  high  standing  and 
accomplishment.  Your  letter  confirms  all  the  impressions  so 
inadequately  expressed  in  my  modest  little  tribute  written  for 
the  Troy  Times,  after  your  memorable  visit  h^re  last  month. 

So  many  people  thanked  me  for  "so  exactly  expressing  their  own 
sentiments" — as  they  phrased  it,  that  I felt  another  sense  of 
obligation  to  you  for  rousing  the  emotion  which  prompted  me  to 
write. 


And  the  book  which  you  so  kindly  autographed: 

Mrs.  Van  Santvoord  and  I have  read  it  with  great  delight.  You 
are  a wonderful  woman.  I am  glad  you  are  alive — to  walk  the  earth 
and  bless  it.  T shall  think  of  you  always  with  gratitude — as 
another  revelation  of  the  rower  of  the  Divinity.  And  T read  with 
especial  satisfaction  your  repeated  references  to  that  beloved 
teacher,  whose  unexampled  devotion,  patience  and  love  lifted  you 
up  and  led  you  out  into  the  sunshine.  Since  then  you  have 
demonstrated  that  Saint  Francis  is  not  the  only  one! 

Dear  Helen  Keller  accept  a blessing  from  your 
sincere  friend  and  admirer. 


Seymour  Van  Santvoord 


P.S.  It  sp  ms  selfish  to  reserve  your  letter  for  appreciation, 
alone.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  my  printing  perhaps  100 
copies  of  the  correspondence  (my  own  letter  included  merely  as 
a "setting"  for  yours)  for  circulation  among  appreciative  friends, 
with  the  possibility  of  thus  arousing  special  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Foundation?  Failing  to  hear  from  you  to  the  contrary  in  three 
or  four  days,  I shall  assume  your  permission,  & thus  save  you  from 
the  burden  of  writing. 


P!0  West  4-Oth  Street 
Longacre  7233 


October  16,1931 


Dear  Mrs.  Macy: 

It  is  with  much  misgiving  and  false  courage  that  after 
this  great  delay  T brace  up  sufficiently  to  attempt  to  answer  a 
letter  which  is  nothing  short  of  a classic.  Your  letter  is  literally 
worn  out  from  dozens  of  readings  by  myself  and  others.  You  should 
have  been  a painter.  You  are  a painter,  and  a sculptress,  too,  as 
your  life's  work  proves  beyond  a doubt... 


Ever  sinc-^rely  yours.  Signed  Leon  Gordon 

P.S.  My  good  friend  Frazer  Hunt  expressed  a keen  desire  to  meet  the 
great  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  wishes  to  write  an  article  alout  her 
and  I promised  him  that  if  he  is  especially  good  to  me  I shall  per- 
haps arrange  it  for  him.  How  about  it?  Are  you  interested?  It  is  for 
the  Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 


L.  W.  PELPHREY  , 


P.  B.  KELLER 


W.  O.  PELPHREY 


KELLER  & PELPHREY 

GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 

PHONE  2-8917  912  SANTA  FE  BLDG. 


Dallas,  Texas 


Jan  30  1932. 


J.iy  Dear  Sister  Helen;- 

Sister  has  forwarded  me  yoar  letter  of  January  21st 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a committee  or  board  of  trustees  to  look  after 
your  affairs  and  requesting  that  we  write  you  our  approval  of  the  plan. 

I'o  begin  with  I alwa;is  have,  am^and  v/ill  be  ready  to 
take  off  my  coat  and  go  to  bat  for  you  and  ^^eacher  on  any  proposition  and  in 
this  case  from  what  little  I Icnow  of  it  beleive  it  is  a plan  that  has  merit,  I 
know  just  how  you  feel  about  the  me,tter  and  it  is  but  natural  that  you  and 
Teacher  should  v.'a^iit  to  do  anything  possible  to  leave  the  other  in  as  stable  a 
position  as  possible  should  anything  happen,  I can  also  see  that  as  most  of 
your  life  has  been  spent  in  the  east  and  most  of  your  connections  are  there  thdt 
either  one  of  you  v/ould  find  it  exceedingly  hard  to  carry  on  for  any  length  of 
time  from  points  as  far  away  as  liontgomery  or  Dallas.  Likewise  I can  see  that 
a committee  composed  of  Sister,  Vlarren  and  I would  have  great  difficulty  in 
directing  your  affairs  in  a satisfactory  manner  due  to  the  long  distances  we 
are  located  from  the  seat  of  operataion. 

I assume  that  should  this  plan  be  put  into  effect  the  lawyer 
drawing  up  the  papers  will  send  Sifter  and  I some  sort  of  Instrument  to  sign 
approving  the  matter , as  v/e  do  not  know  know  wh%t  the  plan  is  SKcept  in  a 
general  way  as  described  in  your  letter. 

Along  this  line  I offer  tv/o  suggestions  both  of  which  are 
intended  solely  C6r  the  benefit  they  might  be  to  you  and  Seacker  ( 1 ) that  you 
have  Sister  ( Mildred)  made  an  additional  or  ex  officio  member  of  the 
comittee.  Not  with  any  idea  of  exercising  any  very  active  supervision  but  so 
that  if  at  any  time  you  should  so  desire  she  would  have  the  right  to  look  into 
the  records  or  plans  and  advise  with  you  coneerning  them.  I am  sure  this  would 
not  hurt  the  proceedings  in  any  way  and  you  would  always  be  free  to  call  on 
your  own  Sister  for  her  point  of  view  on  any  matter  that  bothered  you.  ( 2) 

In  my  own  case  I am  ready  and  willing  to  do  anything  that  you  think  is 
for  your  best  interests  but  offer  this  suggestion;  that  you  have  the  instrument 
recording  my  approval  so  worded  that  it  becomes  null  and  void  at  any  time  that 
you  or  Teacher  or  both  of  you  become  dissatisfied  with  the  arrangemnts  and  notify 
me  in  writing  that  you  desire  my  assistance  in  any  v/ay  toward  modifying  or 
changing  the  arrangements , 

'This  would  put  me  in  a position  v/here  I could  not  do  anything  whatever 
about  anything  until  called  upon  directly  by  you  or  teacher.  In  which  case  I 
would  then  be  free  to  use  any  means  at  my  disposal  to  help  you.  If  I sign  a 
blanket  approval  with  no  place  to  back  up  in  it  ( v/hich  I will  do  if  you  ask 
me  to  ) then  I sign  away  all  rights  to  intercede  in  your  behalf  regardless  of 
what  might  happen. 

Now  I am  not  expecting  anything  to  happen  that  you  dont  like.  In  fact 
I expect  you  will  becoite  better  satisfied  with  the  arrangment  as  time  goes  on  and 
feel  like  your  friends  up  there  probably  have  more  ability  to  properly  handle 
the  affairs  that  I have  even  if  I were  on  the  ground. 

I am  sure  Sister  Helen  that  both  you  and  Teacher  realize  that  all 

I want  is  to  be  free  to  help  you  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability  in  case  you 


L.  W.  PELPHREY 


P.  B.  KELLER 


W.  O.  PELPHREY 


PHONE  2-0917 


KELLER  & PELPHREY 

GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 

9\Z  SANTA  FE  BLDG. 


Dallas.  Texas 


should  ever  need  or  want  me  to . 

As  stated  above  I will  sign  anything  you  want  me  to  and  the  suggestions 
contained  herein  are  only  the  ideas  of  your  brother  who  has  as  much  loye  and 
admiration  for  you  and  TesKiher  too, as  anybody  else  in  the  world  and  who  will  at 
all  times  do  or  give  his  all  to  help  you  in  any  way.  Nobody  can  do  more. 

V/ith  best  love  to  you  all  and  a willingness  to  co-operate  with  you 
in  Jinyway  towara  getting  this  plan  to  working  according  to  your  wishes,  I 
remain, 


Your  affectionate  brother, 


P B Keller. 


PS  Havla  is  just  crazy  about  that  hand  bag.  Its  by  far  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen.  These  old  girls  around  at  the  parties  sure  do  envy  it. 


PBK 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 
NEW  JERSEY  COMMISSION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
INDUSTRIAL  OFFICE  BUILDING 
1060  BROAD  STREET 
NEWARK,  N.  J. 

TELEPHONE:  MARKET  2-0268 


Llarc’n  loth,  19?2. 


Dr.  A. me  3.  .'.acy, 

93  Sehiinole  Ave.  , 

Forei't  Kills,  L.I.I'.Y. 

U;,-  dearest  Amiie:- 

I How  proud  w'e  all  v.ere  on  Fetruary  15th,  whCii  Ten-ole 

' University  honored  you.  You  i:a'-e  s.l-.ays  been  an  inspiration  to 

me  and  words  have  always  Tailed  me  in  giving  a.deouate  expressicn 
to  just  what  and  all  you  have  ;aea.nt  to  me  and  not  only  to  iue,  but 
to  thousands  of  others  who  have  been  handicapped  in  vario'us  ways. 

I I have  wa  ted  almost  a.  ream  of  paper  trying  to  Tite 

you  a worthy  letter  of  congratulatio:!.  Last  Sunday,  I drafted  a 
wonderful  letter,  b\it  a,las  - when  I hamded  it  to  Helen,  my  Secretary, 
to  type,  it  was  written  over  several  other  drafts  of  lesser  letters 

and  so  you  will  never  know  the  -nice  things  I said  to  you  or  the  fine 

! way  in  which  I tried  to  say  them. 

' But,  dear  frie'nd  you  are  ever  reaching  new  heights 

of  accompli shme-nt,  just  as  you  did  in  your  school  vv-ork  and  have  done 
through  yo  -r  illustrious  ■p’-ipil  but  you  reached  new  heights  of  glory 
in  your  most  excellent  addre  s oil  Education. 

* Mr.  Ana.gnos  used  to  tell  ;ue  repeatedly  that  if  I 

■wa.nted  to  progress  I should  follow  your  exa::;ple  and.  learn  fro. a every- 
body, about  everything.  He  alway.  adi-aired  your  takinp;  studies  with 
students  vfnich  you  had  not  studied  with  even  the  younger  grades  so 
long  as  you  gai-ned  the  Information  you  did  not  care  so  umch  whether 
f it  was  studied  with  your  own  classmates  or  with  another  group.  He 

i also  sa.i^  we  should  be  like  you  in  having  a mind  of  our  ovn  and 

I knowing  w'hy  we  thought  as  w.e  did.  He  al-o  said  3’’Ou  were  a true 

educator  because  you  kept  yourself  in  the  background  and  taught  Helen 
so  th3.t  her  -powers  - ere  freed  for  self  express!  n.  These  were  staie- 
^ :aents  he  wnuld  .aalce  when  we  "would  be  recalling  school  days  or  speaking 

i of  what  you  had  ;-iea-nt  to  i:idividu.als  as  an  inspirr.ti ->n  to  he  up  and 

doi'n 

I an  glad  that  you  are  coming  ~o  ^^eiv  Jer-:ey  to  attend 
the  Ju-niors  meetings  in  April  and  i.'e  will  be  looking  forward  to  having 


Dr.  :Jacy 

you  three  with  us  for  a visit  at  that  time.  I will  secure  the  dates 
a.id  place  of  ’neetinscs  in  the  near  future  aid  then  v/e  can  arran^;-e  for 
your  coming  to  us. 

Again  personally  I want  to  thank  you  for  your  precious 
schoolgirl  and  life  long  friendship  and  all  that  it  has  meant  to  me  and 
to  my  Helen.  Your  work  has  transformed  the  educational  methods  for 
all  of  the  handicapped  and  may  God's  richest  tlessing  go  \vith  you  the 
balance  of  your  ..iost  useful  and  successful  life.  liuch  love  and  best 
wishes  to  Helen  and  Folly.  My  two  Helens  join  me  in  greetings  to 
you  three. 


Affectionately, 

Lydia. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 


MKMBER  OF  THE  DETROIT 
COMMUNITY  UNION 


MRS.  JEROME  H.  REMICK.  JR..  PRESIDENT 

MISS  ANNE  WOODRUPF.  1ST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

MRS.  HOWARD  SALLANTYNE.  END  VICE-PRES. 

MISS  HELEN  MCMILLAN.  SECRETARY 

MRS.  FRANK  P.  BOOK.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 
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HRS.  PAUL  WEAOOCK.  ASSISTANT  TREASURER 

MISS  SUZANNE  COPLAND 
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DKTROIT  LEAGUE  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPEL) 

UNDER  THE  AUSPICES  OF  THE  JUNIOR  LEAGUE  OF  DETROIT,  INC. 

1363  EAST  JEFFERSON  AVENUE 
TELEPHONE  RANDOLPH  2510 
DETROIT 
MICH. 


November  15,  1952 

DIRECTOR 

CHARLES  P.  F.  CAMPBELL 


NEWBERRY 


Dear  Teacher: - 

I am  enclosing  a copsi"  of  the  material  I am  just  mailing 
to  Mrs.  Henney.  I have  told  her  that  you  are,  of  course,  the  person 
to  modify  or  eliminate  any  of  it  that  you  see  fit. 

I deeply  regret  that  I do  not  wield  the  facile  pen  of  Helen. 

I have  frequently  told  the  stoiy  and  have  interested  w hearers  but 
when  one  comes  to  put  it  in  black  and  white  it  is  a different  matter. 

Zelma  and  I have  been  busier  than  ever  this  winter.  The 
Coramunily  Fund  Drive  and  her  Church  campaign  for  funds  has  been 
the  most  strenuous  through  idiich  we  have  ever  passed.  Indeed  they 
are  not  yet  finished.  No  one  knows  how  far  short  they  will  fall 
from  the  minimum  quota  at  which  we  have  been  aiming. 

Your  humble  servant  was  responsible  for  the  collecting  of 
material  for  our  first  talking  movie.  It  has  been  shown  throughout 
Detroit  in  both  the  regular  theaters  and  also  at  private  audiences. 
The  powers  that  be  feel  that  it  has  been  thoroughly  worth  while  in 
helping  to  win  the  qyn^athetic  interest  of  the  general  public. 

With  affectionate  greetings  from  both  of  us  to  each  of  you. 


Lovingly, 


CFFC: JL 


HOUSE 


Recollections  of  Chas,  F.  F.  Canpbell  at  the  time  when 
Anne  Siillivan  and  Helen  Keller  were  at  Radcliffe  College 


The  Massachusetts  Association  for  the  Blind  opened  an  esperiment  station  for 
the  trade  training  of  the  blind  in  Cambridge  within  a short  distance  of  the  place 
where  Miss  Sullivan  and  Miss  Keller  were  boarding  while  attending  Radcliffe. 

Both  of  these  yoiuig  women  were  interested  in  the  efforts  which  the  writer  was 
making  to  broaden  the  industrial  possibilities  for  the  blind.  At  the  "experiment 
station,"  the  first  systematic  effort  was  being  made  to  develop  artistic  hand  weaving 
for  blind  women,  also  experiments  were  being  made  to  develop  a mop  which  could  be 
made  by  blind  men.  Incidentally,  this  particular  mop  was  invented  by  a blind  man 
and  patented  for  him.  About  this  same  time,  the  first  blind  man  had  been  placed 
in  a New  England  factoiy  where  he  was  working  side  by  side  with  those  who  have 
sight;  he  had  practiced  operating  his  machine  at  this  same  Cambridge  shop. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  experiment  station,  the  young  ladles  visited 
it  one  afternoon.  Upon  this  occasion.  Miss  Keller  sat  at  one  of  the  looms  and 
demonstrated  for  herself  that  it  was  practical  for  a blind  girl  to  weave  designs, 
the  pattern  and  directions  for  which  were  described  in  Braille.  She  also  tried 
her  hand  at  making  a mop  and  several  other  things  which  were  then  being  attenpted 
at  the  station.  After  visiting  the  workrooms  Mrs.  Campbell  asked  the  young  ladies 
to  come  to  her  living  qviarters  which  were  in  the  upper  part  of  the  building  and 
have  a cup  of  tea.  Vftiile  the  visitors  were  sitting  on  the  couch,  Mrs.  Campbell 
came  into  the  room  cariying  her  first  bom,  a baby  of  a few  months.  Quick  as  a 
flash.  Miss  Sullivan  turned  to  Helen  and  said,  "Mr.  Campbell  has  left  till  the 
last  the  most  interesting  experiment  of  all.  Hold  out  your  hand,  dear,  and  you  can 
examine  it."  Miss  Sullivan  then  took  the  baby's  foot  and  pointing  it  down,  thrust 
the  infant's  big  toe  into  Helen's  hand.  Instantly,  she  held  up  her  hands  and  ex- 
claimed: "That  is  their  dear  baby,  Lemabel,"  and  inmediately  appropriated  the 

little  one  to  herself  and  for  the  rest  of  the  time  they  were  there,  the  baby 
snuggled  in  Helen's  arms  with  that  remarkable  contentment  which  hiunans  like  animals 
seem  to  feel  v/hen  thqy  are  truly  welcome, — Helen  loves  children. 

When  the  young  ladies  were  about  to  leave  the  building.  Miss  S;lLlivan  noticed 
near  the  front  door  a baby  carriage.  As  th^  walked  down  the  steps  she  turned  to 
Helen  and  said,  "Mr.  Campbell  has  been  kind  enough  to  order  a carriage  for  us  so 
that  we  shall  not  have  to  walk  back  to  our  rooms.  Step  up,  Helen."  At  this  point, 
Helen's  hand  fell  on  the  upper  part  of  the  perambulator  and  she  tried  to  put  her 
foot  on  one  of  the  wheels.  One  who  did  not  understand  might  feel  that  Miss  Sullivan 
was  being  unkind  in  fooling  Helen  in  this  wgy  but  it  was  just  as  spontaneous  fun 
between  the  girls  as  between  two  young  college  folk  blessed  with  sight.  Helen 
turned  with  her  impulsive,  joj’'ous  spirit  and  shaking  Miss  Sullivan's  arm,  laughing- 
ly, said:  "You  rogue.  That  is  the  carriage  for  the  Campbell  baby,  not  for  us." 

Many  times  the  writer  had  the  privilege  of  being  with  these  young  women  when 
campaigning  In  behalf  of  the  blind.  Sometimes  it  would  be  when  appearing  before  a 
State  legislative  committee,  sometimes  In  a hall  before  an  audience  of  philanthropic 
citizens.  Again  in  a fashionable  hotel  parlor  at  a reception  after  some  elaborate 
public  meeting.  Over  and  over  again,  the  three  would  have  a good  laugh  at  an 
amusing  incident  which  the  quick  wit  of  Miss  Sullivan  would  observe  and  interpret. 
Exactly  like  ordinaiy  folk,  she  would  notice  some  peculiarity  of  one  of  the  cel- 
ebrities on  the  platform  and  turning  to  Helen,  she  would  tell  into  her  hand  the 
observation  which  aiy  wom-m  might  whisper  to  an  interested  neighbor. 


- 2 - 

Upon  one  occasion  at  a hearing  at  the  State  House,  one  of  the  speakers  was  so 
droll  in  appearance  that  most  of  those  present  found  it  difficult  to  restrain  a 
smile.  Fortunately  for  the  two  happy  young  women  their  method  of  communicating 
the  observation  was  secret  so  that  when  the  writer  saw  Helen  chuckling  he  knew  only 
too  well  that  Mss  Sullivan  had  passed  along  the  information  which  was  amusing  the 
rest  of  those  present. 

During  the  past  thirty-five  years  our  paths  have  crossed  many  times  and  when 
alone  Teacher  or  Helen  would  say,  "Tell  us  the  latest  anecdote  you  have  heard." 

And  then,  if  time  permitted,  each  would  repeat  the  latest  amusing  Incident  which 
had  been  experienced  or  heard  about  since  we  last  met.  Mary  is  the  time  when  the 
writer  has  seen  these  two  happy  girls  sit  back  and  laugh  with  all  the  enthusiasm 
of  a couple  of  young  folk  fresh  from  college.  Indeed  it  is  only  fair  to  state 
that  if  ary  one  thing  more  than  another  stands  out  in  the  writer's  memory  it  is 
the  good  cheer  and  optimism  with  which  these  two  brave  women  have  always  looked 
upon  life  and  he  adds,  "both  have  always  looked  for  the  silver  lining  and  they  have 
never  failed  to  find  it." 
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December  14,  1352. 


Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan  ilacy, 
Somenhere  in  Scotland, 


Dear  Teacher; - 

^ A few  nights  ago,  Edwin  C.hill,  referred  to  you  ;ind 

your  took  in  one  of  his  inimitable  radio  talks.  Unfortunately  I 
was  occupied  in  my  usual  way,  i.e.,  talking  to  a local  audience  in 
behalf  of  the  blind,  so  I missed  liis  splendid  tribute  to  you.  Friends, 
however,  who  know  how  enthusiastic  I am  over  the  amazing  job  you  and 
Nella  Braddy  accomplished  in  that  remarkable  record  of  your  life,  told 
me  about  the  broadcast. 

Sometime  ago  I had  occasion  to  write  air.  hill  and  received  such 
a coniial  reply  I felt  at  liberty  to  ask  him  to  send  you  a copy  of  his 
charming  reference  to  you.  I have  no  doubt  that  "Uncle  Walter",  "Kolia" 
or  "P..3.I."  Iiave  already  telephoned  to  Mr.  Hill  and  asked  iiin  to  do  that 
very  tiling.  If  tliat  is  the  case  you  'ri-ll  see  that  the  minds  of  your  friends 
have  x*un  in  the  sajao  clruinel. 

We  all  rejoice  that  you  are  now  cooing  into  your  orm.  Jver  and 
over  again  I hear  people  say  how  glad  they  are  that  you  were  willing  to 
{y'  dig  up  the  facts  wbdeh  "Kella"  needed  to  produce  tliat  splendid  book.  An 
ever  increasing  circle  of  people  are  talking  about  it. 

More  and  more  I regret  that  mother  passeu  away  before  she  made 
a record  of  her  vivid  recollections  about  the  pioneer  work  which  she  and 
father  accomplished  in  behsilf  of  the  blind  at  the  Royal  ijoiMial  College. 

Once  more  "A  Merry  Christmas  and  a happy  New  I'oar"  to  mj'  beloved 

trio. 


Very  sinceiely. 


The  Shrubbery 


Llttleroore, 

Oxford 


January  18th. 1937. 


Dr.  Helen  Keller, 

The  Manee, 

Bothwell, 

Nr. Glasgow. 


Dear  Dr.  Keller, 


Since  writing  you  a few  weeks  ago  in  braille, 


I have  received  a letter  from  lAr.  Iwahashi  a copy  of 
which  I enclose  herewith. 


With  kindest  regards 


Yours  sincerely 


G 0 PY. 


27th.  December  1936. 


Dear  Mr.  Yoshinoto, 

I am  writing  this  letter  separately  from  Christmas 
Greeting.  A few  days  ago  I sent  you  a telegram  concerning 
Dr.  Helen  Keller  as  follows:  " Dr.  Helen  Keller  Scotland 

now.  Meet  and  urge  her  to  come  Japan  next  Spring.  Reply 
to  Osaka  Light-House.  Iwahashi.  " 


This  means  that  as  you  know,  I am  eager  to  have  her 
in  Japan  in  order  to  create  a /few  epo£/i  for  welfare  of  the  blind 
in  this  country  through  Light-House  work  which  I am  now  managing. 
It  was  her  promise  to  come  to  this  country,  when  I met  her  in 
New  York  two  years  ago.  But,  ever  since  her  coming  was  delayed 
because  of  her  teacher's  long  illness  which  has  been  led  to  the 
final  conclusion  on  account  of  her  death  quite  recently.  She 
is  now  staying  in  Scotland  with  Miss  Thomson,  her  secretary. 

I hope  this  is  a real  good  change  for  her  soul,  and  be  a strong 
person  again,  relieved  from  her  great  sorrow. 


We  are  planning  a big  programme  & waiting  upon  her  dec- 
ision to  accept  this  invitation.  As  our  expectiation  for  her 
coming  is  so  great  that  Government,  Newspapers,  Radio,  social 
worker's  associations,  religious  & educational  groups  are  on 
parade  in  preparation,  her  visit  to  Japan  will  never  lose  even 
a bit  on  her  side,  but,  on  the  contrary  a great  unmeasurable 
gain  on  both  sides.  If  it  is  possible  to  come  next  year  (1937,) 
we  think.  Spring  time,  from  April  to  June,  is  the  best  season 
for  us.  This  is  why  I am  sending  a telegram  to  you  to  catch 
Dr. Helen  Keller  k urge  her  to  undertalce  this  great  mission.  She 
has  already  replied  me  a telegram  from  Scotland  to  mine  which 
I sent  to  New  York,  saying  " Considering  invitation  to  Japan, 
return  New  York  Feb.  'Writing,  Helen  Keller."  But  I am  sorry 
to  say  her  address  is  unknowable.  Therefore  I am  asking  you 
to  bring  this  message  to  her,  representing  myself,  founder 
of  Light-House  in  Japan,  and  all  strong  background  creating 
Dr.  Helen  Keller  movement  as  a nationwide  campaign.  Of  course, 
it  is  Impossible  for  you  to  decide  everything  with  her,  although 
you  meet  her,  without  knowing  our  programme  in  detail.  But  you 
can  decide  "Yes"  and  "When"  - that  is  sufficient  for  us,  as  I 
am  writing  a long  letter  to  her. 


I hope  this  request  do  not  put  you  heavy  burden  k wish 
you  to  manage  it  with  old  friendship.  With  renewed  thanks  in 
anticipation  for  your  work  in  co-operation  with  us. 


COPY. 


27th.  December  1936. 


I am  yours  sincerely. 


( SIGNED  ) T.  IV/AHASHI. 


P.S. 


I have  published  whole  of  Dr.  Helen  Keller's  works 
In  Japanese  translation  as  a series  of  five  volxunes  which 
are  running  very  satisfactory. 


T.  Iwahashi, 

6,  Higashi  4,  Ghorae,  Showa-cho, 
Sumiyoshi-Ku, 

Osaka, 

Japan. 


6 lilgashi  4 ohoEie, 

3howa-  oho , suial  yoshl  -ku , 
Osaka I Japan. 

February  9th,1937 


'iootor  ilolen  Koller 
1117  Jemioale  Avcauo, 


Forest  Hills, ?Jew  York 
*^r.M.C.?:ifiel 


Ainerloan  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

654  ?!adlson  Ayenue,Hew  York. 

I oa  writing  this  letter  with  my  hearty  thanks  to  both  of  you  and 
flth  deep  appreolation  of  your  kind  response  to  my  revest  for  Dr. Helen 
iellor’s  visit  to  Jap«in.  The  oables  exohane;ed  have  already  explained 
everything  olearly.  How  happy  I am, because  the  drear.  Is  thus  to  bo 
realized  I Jartioularly  the  cable  which  I got  from  Wr.Hlgel  on  15th  of 
January, and  the  one  from  Dr. Helen  Keller  on  the  2?nd  of  January  have 
settled  the. problem  most  satisfactorily  enabling  us  to  begin  to  arrange 
the  concrete  program, because  they  told  of  her  definite  plan  to  arrive 
at  the  middle  of  Api’ll  and  to  leave  at  the  end  of  June.  Thanks  again 
for  this  friendly  acceptance  of  ray  Invitation. 

1.  A r.Atlon<-wide  backing  is  being  created.  Concerning  details  we  shall 
report  further  drrtgti-s  in  the  next  letter,  doth  the  Tokyo  Asahi  and  the 
Osaka  AS€Hii{ ’H  orn! 0,5  Sun", the  two  most  influential  Japanese  dallela) 
arc  giving  their  cordial  support.  You  can  imagine  the  splendid  public- 
ity for  Dr. Helen  Keller’s  work  during  her  stay  in  this  country. 

il.  The  fund  for  Dr, Helen  Killer’s  visit  is  being  provided  for  ; 

(a)  ho  sun  necessary  for  round-trip  ocean  travel  for  Dr. Keller  and 
her  secretary  from  :iew  York  to  Japan.  A Japanoae  boat  is  pre- 
ferable, because  of  the  possibility  of  securing  for. second  class 
fare  first  class  cabins  and  dining  room  service, through  our 
special  arrangement. 

(B)  fhe  fund  for  the  lecture  tour  over  the  3attpire,inoluding  Korea 
and  l?anohuko  for  alx  persons  for  two  months. 


111.  Dr. Keller* a min  leotures  and  help  must  be  especially  emphasized 
In  Osaka  and  Tokyo  - in  Osaka  for  the  expansion, and  In  Tokyo  for  the 
establishment  of  a Light  House  Center  for  welfare  work  for  the  blind, 
besides, there  will  be  general  addresses  for  the  pbullo. 


IV.  e are  planning  thosohodule  for  Dr. Keller  under  this  guiding  prl|H 
oiple, because  we  must  seriously  consider  her  health  : 'i^hrough  this  1 
whole  lecture  tour  two  days*  rest  will  be  provided  at  each  week  end, • I 
stopping  at  hot- Bp  rings,  hi  a tori  cal  places  and  !>eautlful  raountalns  oi:^  ' 
the  seaside. 

V.  The  cities  and  towns  to  bo  visited, will  be  chosen  by  the  Coiaaltt  e, 
In  a roasonhble  way, as  above-  entloned.  The  mein  places  will  be  sf 
follows  s Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, ;iagoya,bendal, Kobe, Okayama  and  Hlroahi.'' 1 . 
on  the  .aat  Coast. 

Hakodate,Odaru  and  "iapporo.ln  Hokkaido  lalandl 
Fukuoka,  lagasaki .Kumamoto, in  'yushu  Ttland, 

“'uzan , : <;1  J o , Hoi  j o , 1 n Korea . 
balren.Hukden,  hlukyo, In  1 anohukuo. 


- 1 - 


- 2 - 


jaa  for  apeoial  real  and  recreation  will  be  Nlkko.llokone.Nare, 

:r.  • wa, Kyoto, Joppu,lJnzen,m. AsojAsaiouahl  and  YUnokawa. 

a.  We  Bhould  like  to  aok  Dr.lialen  Keller  and  l laa  Tolly  iTior^aon  ( we 
corneatly  hope  she  will  oome  as  acorotary)  to  prepare  lectures  for  the 
following  kinds  of  meetings  In  Osaka  and  "okyo.  In  other  cltiee  there 
can  be  only  one  or  two  lectures  in  a city. 

(a)  Large  general" meetings  ( autobiographical  stories, or  any  encourag- 
ing spiritual  nesoageSjWlth  various  denonatratlons  showing  her 
ability  to  read  lips  or  the  manual  alphabet  etc.) 

(A)  ilig  meeting  for  the  illnd  and  also  for  the  deaf.  (Any  encourag- 
ing spiritual  or  educational  messages.) 

(G)  Large  women’s  meetings  ( remlnisofnoes  of  fjvntt  Sullivan  "acy  will 
be  most  suitable.) 

(J)  Slg  students  meeting  ( men  and  women).  ( ilearly  the  same  as  for 
the  large  pu.jllo  meetings  will  be  all  right.) 

(L)  iloetinga  for  Boys  and  Girls.  { Autobiographical  stories).  ^ 

(F)  Meetings  for  specialists  (social  workers  and  educationalists). 

(sketch  of  the  blind  world  in  foreign  countries  and  the  need  for 
sooial  work  for  the  blind  in  Japan  will  be  most  suitable). 

Vll.  Vhen  Dr. Keller  starta  on  her  lecture  tour  over  Japan, ny  wife  and 
1 will  always  go  with  her  and  be  responsible  for  her  care  in  every 
nay, besides  acting  as  interpreters  for  her  addresses  (through  her  own 
viva  voice  or  V.lss  Thomson’s  mouth).  In  addition  I am  intending  to 
take  two  girls, gradua  ;ee  of  our  Kn^lsh  aohool  as  assistants. 

'Ill,  We  are  wishing  very  much  to  show  Dr. Helen  Keller’s  moving  picture 
film  to  the  public,  the  one  which  was  made  In  America  as  her  semi -auto-  ' 
biographical  story.  Wo  hope  you  will  kindly  a copy  of  the  film 

-baggage.  ^ ^ ^ 

tX,  The  Asahl(4tally ) wishes  to  publish  Dr. Keller’s  Greeting  or  Measege 
from  America  before  her  arrival  in  Japan.  Please  write  a short  one, 
oor^e  sweetness  in  it  is  most  welcome. 

X.  Helen  Keller’s  whole  works  are  already  Issued  in  four  volumes  In 
Japanese, the  last  one  to  be  published  by  the  middle  of  March, with  a new 
single  edition  of  l.’rs.Anne  Gull! van  llaoy’s  Life  Story. 

aI^’,  v/hen  Dr. Keller  arrives  at  YoJ^ohama  a brief  account  will  be  broad- 
cast through  the  whole  iiiplre,and  she  will  be  welcomed  by  the  Japanese 
people  as  a national  guest. 

Xll/.  1 an  sending  you  the  following  cable  explaining  the  boat  and 
the  cabin  r<' served  : "Hatlon  wide  backing  take  Asama  Maru.Mlppon  Yuaon 
Kalsha  Line, sailing  iian  Francisoo  April  first  oabln  reserved  two  per- 
sons.” i’lease  take  this  boat  if  at  nil  possible, because  It  suits  our 
plans  In  every  way.  It  Is  due  to  sail  fi"om  San  Kranolsco  April  lst,arrlv- 

5 mr  «t  YnVr»VinM«  A'n'r*'!  1 in+.h.  Onhl  n ■Tot  two  orraona  already  reserved 


The  quei(^ion  has  arisen  as  io  the  possibility  of  ^r. Helen  oil  or  s 
scouring  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, a Xiessnge  of  oad- 
'111  to  the  People  of  Japan, in  oonneotlon  wltVi  tJie  inte ’national  ao-k 


;.jr  \4^/.jllnd  and  i'or  tha  prevention  of  iUlndneao.  If  this  be  not 
^oMll;;^,Wiiat  about  seourlng  sotie  message  fron  Irs.Koosovelt  ? 


/ith  renewed  thanks  and  approoiatlon  of  your  kindness  in  aooopt- 
*ug  our  invitation,,':  hope  for  your  good  preparation  and  for  a good 
rest  for  you  before  you  start  on  your  long  Journey  to  the  land  of 
cherry  blossoms. 


I am  always, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


' m>eo 


ihashl . 


F.J,  The  letter  from  kiss  ;baella  L.Jond,.>eoretary  tir^i^^Migel , 
January  13th,wlth  Mr.r'onuro’a  Japanese  letter, reached  ne^ 

'iut  our  plans  here  have  already  developed  beyond  the  explanatfo 
these  two  letters. 


TiA 


GEORGE  B.  FRYER 

SUPERINTENDENT 


Institution  for  the  Chinese  Blind 


m. 


M 


TEL. 


29569 


THIS  LETTER  WAS  TYPED  FROM  DICTATION  BY  ONE  OF  OUR  BLIND  CHINESE  TYPISTS 


290  HUNGJAO  ROAD 

SHANGHAI 


April  29,  1937. 


Mias  Poly  Thonaor. , 

C/o.  Dr.  Tataugi  Ino'Jjre, 
Ino«ye  Opthalriic  Hospital, 
Tol:yc, 

Japan. 


Dear  Miss  Thorason, 

’,Ve  have  rather  bean  expecting  to  hear  from 
you  in  regard  to  our  invitation  fur  Miss  Helen  Keller  and 
yourself  to  visit  Shanghai  for  a few  days  after  your 
Jaiaanese  tour  is  ended.  'Ue  shall  of  course  be  very  glad  to 
defray  all  of  your  expenses  on  the  steamer  and  while  here. 

There  are  many  organizations  who  are  very  keen  to  meet  you  both 
and  I can  assure  you  of  a very  rousy  recex'tion, 

I am  not  sure  of  your  itinary  but  understand  you  v/ill  not 
be  able  to  come  until  the  middle  of  July,  this  is  of  course 
rather  unfortunate  as  it  is  very  hot  here  at  that  time  in  fact 
almost  unbearable  for  new  comers.  The  schools  will  all  be 
closed  and  a great  many  people  would  have  left  Shanghai  for 
the  various  summer  resorts  along  the  coast.  However,  if  you 
can  come  and  will  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  we  can  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  and  will  give  you  as  hearty  a ’velcome 
as  we  can. 

I also  wrote  to  Dr.  Inouye  asking  him  if  it  v;ill  be 
possible  for  yon  to  extend  to  Shanghai  but  unfortunately  I have 
had  no  answer  from,  him,  I shall  therefore  be  very  glad  if  you 
will  let  me  kno\<  your  plans  as  soon  as  convenient  as  it  v/ill 
take  some  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

It  seems  hard  to  realize  that  you  and  Miss  Keller  are  so 
near  and  I sincerelj'  hope  that  you  are  both  enjoying  youi'  stay 
in  Japan. 

The  Jaijanesr  mal:e  \vonderful  hosts  and  I am  sure  they  arc 
ging  you  a.  splendid  time  yourselves  and  are  helping  Uiem  in 
their  vor^:  for  tlie  blind  and  deaf. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


GBk/v 
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RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 
HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres. 


o^rj^  ai^  >rf^ 


y-n 


^ n j/pUM' 


yj/lOyCjy 


\j  A - 


AA 


T«l.  RIchxDOnd  Hiil  2-3892 


HOTEL, 

KEW  flARDFNR.  T.r>N.“  ' 


o<^. 


GARDENS.  LONG  ISLAND.  N.  Y. 


RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 

HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres. 


/ 


yJ„J  ^ 


7 


^ . yy^  ^ y ' ■ 


OCy 

d^J 


Ac 


Xel.  Richmond  Hill  2*3892 


yv'uyo 


HOTEL 

KEW  GARDENS,  LONG  ISLAND,  N.  Y. 

RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 

henry  F.  RITCHEY,  Pies. 


rCHEY.  Pies.  ^ , y 

'htaA  jJ  ^ , 


tM 


,,'T^  , ^ ^ y,^ 


T«I.  Rlchmood  Hill  2-3692 


HOTEL 

KEW  GARDENS,  LONG  ISLAND.  N.  Y. 

RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP.  ^ 

, HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres.  / //  >y 

'-^IL  ^ a /L  ^ ^ 


H< 

Ei0i€j 

SEW  GARDENS. 


yA  -f  Mt  M , 

. J.  } 1 -}iA^  0 

' v\^,aU  ^ 

y AA'  ^ ^ 

’ll  .A,/t, 

^ ^ yi^ 


T»l.  Richisond  Hill  2-3892 


HOTEL, 


KEW  GARDENS,  LONG  ISLAND,  N.  Y. 


RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 
HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres. 


'Xf'  'b^''  bo 

X J 

X^OA.d' 


iJ 


%lil  ^ 


- 


- ^ ^ — r-  "^7. 


,4- 

Juyi 


jjLc^T^  ^ I 


Tel.  RIchzDond  Hill  2-38S2 


HOTEL. 


Jlcuspit ^ 

KEW  GARDENS.  LONG  ISLAND.  N.  Y. 


RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 

HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres. 


> ! /}  / / HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres.  , /) 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

/ 


'yr-r^^^j 

P 


;<  >C^  /; 


?•].  Richmond  Hill  2-3892 


HOTEL 


KEW  GABDENS.  LONG  ISLAND.  N.  Y. 


RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 
HENRY  F.  RITCHEY,  Pres. 


yr^  yJL 

Jyf  yino^  ^ 

^^iyCryU, 

ay  , 

^ ^ u-  ^ 


J/^a^y 


/" 

Aut fry 
J yty/~  ^ ^ 

~tyiy}jy^  ^ dz.-c-'^y  ~yiy~yt'^ 


Tel.  Richmond  Hill  2*3892 


HOTEL 


KEW  GARDENS.  LONG  ISLAND.  N.  Y. 


RITCHEY  HOTEL  CORP. 

HENRY  F.  RITCHEY.  Pres. 


^ 


yy^  ^ 


cV\ 


T' 


I I a ■ ■ 

I 

! 


' 


Jun  Komatsu 

Nagoya  Kokufu  Musical  Training  Institute 
3 chome,  Kuwanamachi , Nishiku,  Nagoya, 
Japan.  May  6,  1937 


Ti 


Dear  Dr.  Helen  Keller: 

Nagoya  Kokufu  Musical  Training  Institute  extends  a warm 
welcome  to  Dr.  Helen  Keller  and  secretary  Polly  Thomson  who, 
as  the  ^iuasi-States  guests  from  America,  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Nagoya,  time-honored  industrial  center  of  central  Japan  after 
having  done  much  towards  the  promotion  of  friendly  relations 
and  the  social  welfare  of  mankind  between  America  and  Japan 
during  your  stay  in  the  Capital  and  Osaka  since  you  landed  on 
Yokohama  in  this  country  on  April  15. 

The  deep  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  entire  deaf  and  blind 
in  Nagoya  will  result  in  your  visit  to-day  to  this  city,  compris- 
ing most  prominent  figures  on  work  for  the  blind,  as  a Kirther 
attempt  to  bring  about  closer  relationship  along  the  line  of 
mutual  prosperity  between  the  two. 

Here  I will  present  you  with  ” KOTO  ",  Japanese  old  class- 
ical instrument  in  remembrance  of  your  visit  to  this  city  and 
your  outstanding  working  for  the  social  welfare  of  mankind. 

Please  accept  the  trifling  present. 

Name:  Koto,  one  of  the  old  classical  instrtiments  in  Japan. 

Fittings:  Bridges,  thirteen  in  all. 

Strings,  thirteen  in  all. 

Tsume,  three  in  all. 

To  put  one  on  the  thumb  of  right  hand. 

To  put  the  second  one  on  the  forefinger  of  right  hand. 

To  put  the  third  one  on  the  middle  finger  of  right  hand. 

Directions  for  use: 

1.  To  adjust  the  sound  of  strings  to  the  tone  of  voice 

of  song  for  Koto  by  putting  and  moving  the  bri- 
dges under  the  strings. 

2.  To  flip  Koto  by  holding  down  the  strings  here  and 

there  with  forefinger  of  lefthand  singing  a song 
for  Koto,  for  instance  " Hariisame  "(  Spring  Rain  ) 

" Tsurukame  " ( Tortoise  and  Pick  ) and  etc. 

Hearing  daughters  in  Japan  learn  earnestly  to  flip  Koto  for 
their  taste  of  ols  classical  musics,  but  the  blind,  for  taking 
to  their  occupations  as  a teacher  of  Koto. 

With  warm  regards  to  you  I am. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


■X  -TP)  . 


Yaraada,  '^uniy oahi -inura 
Iluko-gun,  Yyogo-ken 
ITippon 

August  31,  l‘j37 

?.^y  dear  Miss  Thomson, 

long  time  has  passed  by  since  you  left  me.  Sometimes  it  seems  a 
dream  which  I dreamed  many  a year  ago  under  the  breezing  bower  in  the 
heavenly  garden  and  sometimes  the  evident  fact  of  yesterday. 

Mow  often  did  I recollect  the  travels  from  the  beginning  to  the 
ending.  Reminiscences  the  deep  impression  at  Nara  Motel,  Miss  Keller' 
mild  eyes,  godesslike  face  so  calm  and  serene,  your  devoted  care  for 
Hiss  Keller,  the  sweet  spellbounding  voices  from  your  lucid  throat 
still  lingering  in  m,/  ear,  your  smile  so  subtle  and  fascinating,  very 
strict  yet  fruitfull  way  of  your  talking,  the  most  trifle  and  im- 
material passages  of  our  travels,  the  childish  quarrels  between 
Pebble  and  Leaf,  came  swarming  back  upon  me  intermingled  with  recollect- 
ion of  whatever  was  bitterest  at  the  harbour  of  Yokohama. 

Mow  frequently  I wondered  if,  among  the  tear  brimming  over  your 

eyes,  there  was  only  one  drop  of  tear  for  missing  me a drop 

which  would  be  more  available  than  Nepenthes  for  me  to  build  up  the 
sore  part  of  my  heart. 

Indeed,  until  two  or  three  days  ago  every  morning  I lost  my 
heart  finding  myself  following  after  the  vission  of  the  persons  whom 
I loved  best  on  the  earth  to  Takarazuka  Motel  where  they  stayed  once. 

Although  I tried  to  write  to  you  over  again  long  time  ago,  the 
fits  of  grief  and  the  fear  that  you  might  forget  even  ray  existance 
before  my  Letter  would  be  in  yjur  hand,  kept  me  back  from  finishing 
it.  Because  for  me  brought  up  so  tenderly  it  was  the  first  (and 
will  be  the  last)  unforgettable  experience  to  serve  for  others  in 
such  manner  while  for  you  it  wfis  a mere  trivial  matter  happened  in 
your  number  of  trips. 


But  now  I can  not  help  to  be  mute  when  I think  about  your  health, 
your  hard  work  and  motherly  care  for  that  little  Kamikaze. 

Bow  rapturous  I will  be  if  you  kindly  tell  me  sometimes  about 

your  marvellous  subsequent  lifel to  me,  so  anxious  and  longing 

for  you. 

On  the  day  of  our  sad  departure  we  stayed  at  Tokyo  and  spent  a 
night  there.  Barly  the  next  morning  leaving  Mrs.  Iwahashi  and  her 
children  we  started  for  Kyoto  where  Mr.  Iwahashi  was  to  lecture  to 
the  people  of  Ittoen,  the  special  religious  circle.  At  Ittoen  I met 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tenko  Nishida,  the  head  of  that  circle,  Mr.  Bori  the 
head  of  the  theological  department  of  Doshisha  University  and  Takeda 
San's  elder  brother  whom  I wish  to  show  you  very  much. 

Bow  splendid  gentleimn  he  wasi  Bis  intelligent  face,  refined 
rnamner,  well  dressed  fine  figure  1 As  we  admired  him  so  much  at  the 
presence  of  Takeda  San  saying  "We  cannot  imagin  that  such  a distinguished 
gentleman  can  be  your  true  brother"  Takeda  San  could  only  smile  bitterly 
as  usualy  with  him. 

After  staying  one  night  there,  we  returned  directly  to  our  home 
where  our  father  and  mother  and  every  thing  were  waiting  for  us. 

Mother's  delicious  food,  my  cool  quiet  bed  room  adorned  with  the 
pictures  of  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson,  and  ambrosial  fragrance  of 
flowers,  the  drowsy  lullaby  of  cicada,  gradually  built  up  my  wounded 
heart  and  worn  out  body. 

After  the  five  days  rest  in  ray  soft  bed,  as  I felt  quite  well 
though  I could  not  gain  at  all,  or  I should  say  rather  became  thin- 
ner I went  to  Mr.  Iwahashi 's  home  to  inquire  after  their  health,  and  was 
very  glad  finding  they  wore  quite  well.  They  welcomed  mo  heartily  and 
we  talked  and  talked  about  how  sweet  you  had  been.  The  taciturn 
Mr.  Iwahashi  said. 


"I  dreamed  3f  TTelen  and  ?olLy  three  times''. 

On  that  day'  though  I could  not  see  Takeda  '5an  who  had  gone  away 
and  no  body  could  tell  me  where  he  might  be  and  when  he  would  return 
I could  meet  Mr.  Shima  who  was  thin  and  ladylike  as  usual  with  sweet 
smile  on  his  face. 

Now  T must  tell  you  that  I promised  to  help  the  office  work  of 
Osaka  Light  Nouse  being  asked  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iwahashi. 

Now  do  you  think  of  this?  Is  it  good  for  me? 

As  I do  not  like  to  bother  you  any  more  taking  your  precious  time 
for  my  poor  T^nglish  I think  I had  better  stop  now. 

Please  take  good  care  of  yourself  for  I am  always  praying  for 
you  from  far  beyond  the  ocean  which  I may  be  able  to  cross  in  my 
future  to  meet  you  again.  IT; 


called  only  by  you. 


Please  write  to  me  if  you  remember  Leaf,  the  name  so  dear  to  me 


Affectionately  yours, 


P.  S. 


My  mother  is  very  proud  of  your  photograph  which  is  hung  in  her 
room  and  always  praying  for  you  looking  at  it. 


I thank  you  so  much  for  your  kind  regard  even  to  my  mother  on 
behalf  of  her  who  cannot  write  ‘English , 


October  25,  1937 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  from  Rochester 
(l^yor  Crinic).  I hope  you  are  progressing  favorably 
after  the  abdociinal  operation,  and  when  you  receive  this 
letter,  you  will  have  been  back  in  New  York  and  really 
be  working  in  the  second  sacred  campaigne  of  one  million 
dollar  movement  for  the  funds  of  the  social  work  for  the 
blind.  The  thought  of  your  sincere  endeavour  encourages 
me  very  much.  I am  now  looking  back  at  the  great  epoch- 
making  movement  during  the  four  months'  journey  you  had 
throughout  our  country.  It  has  proved  not  only  to  be  one 
of  the  strongest  foundational  works  for  the  benefit  and 
the  welfare  of  the  blind,  but  also  to  have  done  much  to- 
wards the  friendly  relation  between  your  country  and  ours. 

I am,  indeed,  filled  with  gratitude  for  your  service. 

.'is  Ambassador  Grew  said,  you  are  the  second  Admiral 
Perue  who  brought  a dawn  in  a sense  to  Japan  in  darkness. 

We  had  a long  journey  in  the  train  sharing  joys  and  sorrows, 
throughout  Nippon  and  Manchoukuo,  during  which  we  talked 
often  about  the  peace  of  Asia,  and  the  highly  cultured  life 
that  ought  to  be  brought  to  our  country.  Especially  your 
deep  understanding  towards  Itonchoukuo  through  your  own 
experience  satisfied  very  much  Ihr.  Yosuke  I.atsuotca,  president 


of  the  South  Manchurian  Railway  Goiapany.  I still  remember 
your  word  clearly  and  am  pleased.  "Manchoukuo  can  fulfil 
the  long  traditional  mission  of  her  people,"  you  said, 

"only  by  adopting  the  new  form  of  civilization  of  Nippon. 

And  with  this  new  form  of  manifestation  she  can  contribute 
to  the  civilization  of  the  world.  And  I think  I can 
fortell  a bright  future  of  Manchoukuo,  for  I had  an  ex- 
perience of  being  introduced  into  the  world  of  joy  and 
light  from  the  abbys  of  silence  and  darkness." 

Entertaining  such  an  idea,  you  did  not  give  up  to 
the  last  moment  the  plan  of  visiting  Peiping,  and  on  the 
way  home  from  Dalney  you  were  speaking  about  it.  As  you 
know  the  outbreak  of  the  Sino-Japanese  Emergency  prevented 
you  from  going  to  Peiping,  and  you  quite  understood  the 
reason  for  it.  Now  I have  just  received  your  letter  in- 
forming some  public  opinion  in  your  country  about  the 
Emergency  in  the  Far  East,  and  some  blaming  words  against 
Nippon  v/hich  you  heard  among  your  people  when  you  returned 
to  our  country.  I regret  very  much  to  know  that  these 
criticisms  have  been  derived  from  erronious  news  which  China 
and  a certain  nation  wrongly  despatched  on  purpose  for  the 
self-interest  of  their  own  countries.  I hope  your  people 
should  clearly  understand  that  these  ideas  and  opinions  are 
really  based  on  one-sided  nev/s  as  you  said  in  your  letter. 
Today,  I have  sent  you  several  letters  written,  directly 
from  their  hearts,  by  tue  girl  students  of  my  school. 


the  Toei  V/omen'S  English  College,  where  once  you  visited 
and  ftiade  your  nice  speech.  You  remember  them  very  well, 
perhaps.  Their  English  is  very  poor  and  childish,  but  it 
is  the  straightforward  expression  of  their  nearts  and  you 
can  see,  I believe,  how  they  are  thinking  about  the  present 
Emergency  they  have  before  them.  I visited  your  country 
three  years  ago  as  a messenger  of  peace,  and  could  thoroughly 
understand  what  America  was  and  loaer leans  v/ere.  You  visited 
our  country  a few  months  ago  and  had  such  a friendly  inter- 
course with  our  people  that  you  can  thoroughly  understand 
what  Japan  is  and  Japanese  are.  And  now  that  I think  I can 
realize  somewhat  mistaken  course  of  the  American  public 
opinion  against  Japan,  I earnestly  ask  you,  true  friend 
and  sympathizer  of  Japan,  to  bring  your  people  to  a right 
understanding  through  your  fair  explanation  and  true 
friendship. 


P.S.  - Your  cable  from  New  York  _ ago 

telling,  "Love  Zannen  Helen  Polly",  for  which 
I say  great  sorry  indeed.  Probably  you  did  your 
best  in  order  to  pay  nothing  for  those  gifts  you 
got  from  Japan.  But  American  customers  thought  you 
very  rich  to  pay  for  them. 


Yours  sincerely, 

The  Toei  Women's  English  College 


Bank,  Lj.  iloshino  of  the  Daido  Life  Insurance  Co., 

Mr.  Obata  of  the  Nippon  r'aint,  Lj:.  Hayashi  ex- 
Governor,  etc.  - Second,  Lh’.  Takeda  is  v/orking 
very  hard  for  this  nev;  enterprise,  and  he  is  going 
to  visit  many  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  your 
farewell  meeting  this  August.  - Third,  it  is  my 
intention  to  accumulate  at  least  Yen  5000  for  the 
first  fund  this  year,  - Fourth,  therefore  we  have 
printed  Log  for  Light  House  and  other  printed 
materials  in  order  to  create  new  sympatny  and  under- 
standing towards  the  new  horizon  of  the  Blind  in 
this  country. 

Thanks  very  much  for  your  kind  report  about  the 
v/ork  done  by  the  blind  in  San  Francisco.  I hope 
I could  see  it  with  Kiyoko  some  day  in  the  near 
future.  Our  printing  work  and  weaving  are  started 
and  making  a fairly  good  remark  on  it.  Helen  Keller’s 
whole  works  in  braille  are  printed  already  in  two 
volumes,  and  I hope  they  will  all  be  published  by 
the  end  of  next  spring. 

Besides  the  work  in  Osaka  the  good  influence  of  your 
v/ork  is  gradually  appearing,  for  example,  the 
establishment  of  Tokyo  Light  House  has  been  settled. 
And  several  memorial  works  for  the  Blind  has  been 
already  started  here  and  there  in  this  country. 
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You  Grand  Old  Scot!  Your  card  just  arrived  and  it  is  like 
the  fragrance  of  the  heather  on  the  moorlands.  The  very 
flavor  of  your  v/ords  takes  me  back  300  years  when  my  own 
forefathers  came  from  Edinburgh  to  help  build  this  Nev/ 
World. 

And  I,  too,  have  been  in  Scotland  since  I last  had  the  joy 
of  talking  with  you.  Everywhere  one  hears  of  "Helen  and 
Polly"  who  are  beloved  by  the  Scots  as  their  own.  They 
hope  someday  you  will  both  live  amon^  them — when  your 
great  service  to  America  is  performed  and  silver  hairs 
lure  you  back  to  the  homeland. 

I know  that  Helen  thanks  God  every  day  that  dear  Teacher 
discovered  Polly  and  trained  her  to  take  her  place  as 
Prime  Minister  for  the  beloved  Queen  H^elen.  And  now  we 
are  proud  of  you  as  you  travel  as  our  Ambassador-Plenipo- 
tentiary with  Helen  through  the  countl^/es  of  the  Old 
World,  into  Japan  and  the  Far  East. 

I followed,  through  press  dispatcnes,  your  recent  conquest 
of  the  hearts  of  the  Japanese  and  well  understood  that 
even  this  military-ridden  people  could  not  resist  the 
spiritual  and  intellectual  power  of  HCelen — and  the 
graciousness  and  affection  of  Polly.  Allow  me  to  say  it: 

Tv/o  of  the  greatest  souls  in  the  world  today! 

Never  shall  I forget  our  eventful  months  in  California  and 
the  unwavering  devotion  of  Teacher  to  a Great  Cause.  We 
went  out  there  on  an  inspired  mission — to  carry  Helen’s 
message  to  the  whole  world  through  the  medium  of  the 
screen.  We  v/ere  pioneers — too  early  for  crusaders.  We  met 
the  fate  of  all  pioneers — but  I am  proud  of  the  heroic 
effort  against  all  obstacles.  I treasure  it  more  highly 
than  all  the  fifty  books  I have  written.  I did  want  to 
see  my  ambition  realized  (with  material  success  for  the 
security  of  Teacher  and  Helen  as  well  as  its  inspiration 
for  all  struggling  peoples)  but  I realize  that  the  world 
was  not  ready  for  us  in  its  Idolatry  for  trade  and  commerce. 

It  did  lead,  ho?;ever,  to  the  adventures  in  vaudeville,  which 
I know  appealed  to  the  fine  Irish  humor  of  Teacher  and  the 
adventurous  spirit  of  Helen — as  well  as  your  Scottish 
love  of  exploration.  And  that,  my  beloved  fellow-countrymen, 
found  a "market"  in  these  materialistic  times. 


HISTORIAN  • OCNCRAL 

Francis  Trevelyan  Miller 
•(LITT.  O . LL.  o.) 


EXeCUTIVC  DIRECTOR 
Freoerick  Arthur  Barber 


HISTORICAL  FOUNDATIONS 


NEW  YORK 


How  I .vould  like  to  sit  down  right  now  and  listen  to  Teacher’s 
courageous  voice  lifted  against  the  present  world  madness! 
Helenas  nohle'heart  must  bleedvfor  humanity.  She  is  in  much 
closer  touch  with  Infinity  than  we  are.  We,  who  must  rely 
on  our  senset  are  less  fortunate  than  Helen  who  relies  on 
her  spiritual  forces.  We  must  live — see  and  hear  a world  of 
tragic  materialism  moving  toward  the  brink — while  Helen  is 
lifted  far  above  it  all  and  lives  in  a world  of  her  own 
mental  and  spiritual  creation. 

I didn’t  intend  to  write  a book  about  HCelen — but  she  always 
awakens  all  the  finer  instincts  in  one.  So  pardon  me  for  my 
essay  on  the  character  and  achievements  of  the  Great 
Triumvirate — Teacher,  and  Helen,  and  Polly! 

I shall  never  forget  the  magnificent  tribute  of  Dr.  Fosdick  at 
the  historic  ceremonies.  I sat  in  a rear  seat  in  the  church, 
overcome  wltn  personal  grief,  but  happy  over  Teacher’s  last 
Victory  over  mortal  self  and  her  triumphant  entry  into  the 
vast  democracy  of  Immortality.  I could  hear  the  trumpets 
sound  throughout  Eternity — and  the  welcoming  anthems  of  the 
multlfodes  that  have  gone  before.  For,  man  that  I am,  without 
creed  or  sect,  my  life  as  an  historian  has  proved  to  me  but 
two  facts — two  mathematical  facts : God  and  Immortality! 
Everything  that  exists  proves  it — nothing  disproves  it!  All 
evidence  supports  it — there  is  not  one  iota  of  evidence 
against  it. 

I can  see  you  both  now,  as  I last  saw  you,  at  the  St.  Regis  when 
I had  the  honor  of  introducing  you  to  the  audience — just  after 
I had  completed  my  "Life  of  Thomas  A.  Edison.”  You  are  both 
doing  a magnificent  work  on  your  lecture  tours.  I wish  you 
the  largest  measure  of  happiness  and  success.  Let  me  hear 
from  you  both  v/hen  you  find  a moment  of  relaxation  from  the 
applauding  crowds  to  whom  you  are  carrying  inspiration  and 
hope  and  courage.  Whether  you  like  it  or  not,  you  know  I 
belong  to  the  family — and  like  the  prodigal  son  I’m  apt  to 
”come  home”  when  you  return  to  Forest  Hills. 

’.Vith  deepest  love  to  Helen — and  a long  hug  for  Polly  (even  longer 
than  the  censorship  of  motion  pictures  allows  under  the  law) 

I have  the  honor 


55  West  88th.  St.,  New  Y( 


“3  5 S' 

Your  telegram  considered.  Regret,  impoesible  to  comply.  % mind  balks  at 
time  limit.  Subject  fascinating,  but  I cannot  write  to  order  on  things  I deeply 
feel.  Ideas  worth  expressing  cannot  be  turned  out  like  grain  in  a mill.  Too 
uncertain  of  success  to  promise  offhand  article  for  fixed  date.  Affectionately, 
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THE  COMPANY  WIIX  APPRECUTE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


pB V, 

Class  of  Service 


1201^ 


This  is  a fulhratc 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
CTam  unless  its  de- 
terred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a suitable 
symbol  above  or  pre- 
ceding the  address. 


R.  B.  WHITS 
PRBSIOBNT 


UNION 


'(08), 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN  OP  THB  BOARD 


J.  C.  WiLLEVSR 
PIRBT  VICS-PRBBIOKNT 


SYMBOLS 


DL  ^ Day  Letter 
NM  ° Night  McMBge 
ML  ■=  Night  Letter 


LC  * Deferred  Cable 


NLT  *=  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  filing  time  ehown  in  the  date  line  on  telegrams  ind  day  letters  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  is  STANDARD  ITME  at  point  of  deFtinaiion, 

Received  at  Bradiev  pi»-v. 

CH6260DL=V1A  RP=ZR  NEWYORK  NY  24  1148A 
MISS  HELEN  KELLER= 

VILLA  ATLANTIQUE  , 


1958  JAN  94  PM  I 09 


^EARNESTLY  HOPE  YOU  CAN  WRITE  SIX  HUNDRED  WORDS  ON  QUOTE 
THE  BEAUTY  I VE  SEEN  IN  LIFE  UNQUOTE  FOR  HERALD  TRIBUNE 
DISTRIBUTION  TIME  LIMIT  ON  COPY  HAS  BEEN  EXTENDED  TO 
THURSDAY  SORRY  TO  BOTHER  YOU  AGAIN  BUT  THIS  CHANCE  FOR 
FOUNDATION  AND  CAMPAIGN  MOST  UNUSUAL  TELEGRAPH  ME  AT  ONCE 
WHETHER  YOU  CAN  WIRE  ME  SIX  HUNDRED  WORDS  ON  WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT  C0LLECT= 

ROBERT  B IRWlN-i, 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


s ••FOUNDATION” 


I 

U 

: , - AMERICAN  • FOUNDATION  • FOK  • THE  • BLIND  • inc. 

' 15  • WEST  • 16th  street 

NEW  . YORK  • N . Y • 

IlON.  FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT,  Honorary  President 


Offictft  Bureau  of  National  and 

M.  C.  MIGEL.  Prfsideot  /nfernafiona/ ile/aiioni 

MISS  PRUDENCE  SHERWIN.  Vicc-Prcsidcnt  DR.  HELEN  A.  KELLER.  Counstlor 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER.  JR..  Sccreury-Trcasurer 


January  28,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Thompson, 

As  you  can  well  realize,  any 
wide  circulatian  publicity  which  the  Foundation  can 
place  in  the  ounday  papers  preceding  March  3 will  be 
of  enormous  importance  to  the  campaign.  The  King 
Features  Syndicate,  which  will  give  us  a two-page 
spread  on  Helen  Keller  Sunday,  ■‘February  27,  is  very 
eager  to  have  an  interview  with  you  as  part  of  the 
material.  As  these  magazine  sections  are  printed 
some  time  in  advance  on  account  of  their  circulation 
problems,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  this  material 
sent  back  by  air  mail  to  reach  here  Thursday  next, 
February  5.  I attach  a list  of  the  questions  which  the 
King  Featui’es  reporter  asked,  and  which  I would  be  very 
glad  indeed  if  you  would  answer  by  that  time.  The 
answers  need  not  be  long  or  too  detailed,  but  whatever 
you  say  will  be  regarded  by  them  as  of  the  greatest 
importance  because  it  will  give  something  of  a new 
twist  to  the  familiar  material.  The  twenty  minutes 
of  your  time  spent  in  this  way  will  result  in  tre- 
mendous service  to  the  Foundation,  because  it  is  a 
case  of  getting  the  story  published  at  the  precise 
time  we  need  it  published,  before  the  campaign  opens 
and  on  the  very  day  when  so  many  clergymen  will  be 
referring  to  Miss  Keller  from  their  pulpits. 

With  kind  regards. 


Yours  sincerely. 


FFB-EG 


Please  sec  reverse  side 


(1)  Description  of  typical  day  with  Miss  Keller  - 
the  routine  - what  you  do  for  Miss  Keller,  etc... 


(2)  lour  own  impressions  of  Miss  Keller's  courage 
and  control  in  "carrying  on"  since  Mrs.  Macy's 
death,  and  whether  you  feel  that  the  dedication  of 
your  own  life  to  this  association  with  Miss  Keller 


is  worth  while . 


Board  of  Trustees 


Dr.  Edwaiu)  E.  Allen 

Director  Emeritus,  Perkins  In- 
stitution and  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind,  Water- 
town,  Mass. 

Walter  O.  Briggs 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Dr.  Otis  W.  Caldwell 

General  Secretary,  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Wm.  Nelson  Cromwell 

President,  American  Braille 
Press,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Harvey  D.  Gibson 

President,  Manufacturers  Trust 
Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Craig  B.  Hazlewood 

Vice-President,  First  National 
Bank,  Chica^?o,  111. 

Miss  Mary  V.  Hun 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

B.  S.  JoiCE 

Superintendent,  Western  Penn- 
sylvania School  for  the  Blind, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

*H.  R.  Latimer 

Executive  Secretary,  Pennsylva- 
nia Association  for  the  Blind, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

♦Sir  Charles  W.  Lindsay 

,^President,  Lindsay  Piano  Co., 
Montreal,  Quebec 

George  MacDonald 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


H.  M.  McManaway 

Superintendent,  The  Virginia 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind,  Staunton,  Virginia 

♦George  F.  Meyer 

Supervisor,  Department  for  the 
Blind,  Board  of  Education, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

M.  C.  Migel 

Ex-Chairman.  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Carl  H.  Milam 

Secretary,  American  Library 
Association,  Chicago,  III. 

Wm.  Fellowes  Morgan 

President,  National  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Richard  L.  Morris 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

G.  A.  Pfeiffer 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Robert  M.  Prouty 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Adult  Blind,  Boston,  Mass. 

Stetson  K.  Ryan 

Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Blind,  Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Miss  Prudence  Sherwin 

President,  Cleveland  Society  for 
the  Blind,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mrs.  Isabel  Dodge  Sloane 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

William  Ziegler,  Jr. 

President,  E.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Foundation  for  the  Blind. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


♦Blind 


Executive  Director 

♦Robert  B.  Irwin 
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ERKA  MAY  BROOKS 

Voeafionol  Analyst 


THE  PARKSIDE 

18  &RAMERCY  PARK,  SOUTH 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


Talephone,  GRamercy  5-6009 
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Varch  5,  19?8 


Dear  Ulss  Brooke, 

Tow  pleasant  to  know  thnt  you 
have  so  IntlnKte  a connection  with  Gnriien  CityJ 
Do  by  all  aiepna  call  me  come  eftsrnoon.  I can 
be  ranched  at  Coubleday  Doran  and  Co.— Cardan  City 
S00~-or  at  my  home  on  Fifth  Titreet— Oircien  City 
897-J.  It  will  be  nice  to  sea  you» 

Sincerely  yours, 


Fisa  Erica  '^ay  Brooks 
Tlie  Parkolde 
19  Cramer oy  F«rk  South 
Now  York  City,  If.T. 


ERICA  MAY  BROOKS 

Vocational  Analyif 


THE  PARKfIDE 

18  SRAMERCY  PARK,  SOUTH 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


Telephone,  GRamercy  5-6009 
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Domestic  Relations  Court 

CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 

1 37  EAST  22nd  STREET 


Jacob  Panken 

Justice 


‘&rch  9tii,  1938. 


Miss  Hslsn  Keller, 

7111  - 112tli  Itreet , 

Forest  Kills,  L.I. 

V:y  aeer  Gonrada  Keller; 

In  my  work  in  Court,  I sor.etimes  suTsast  to  chilcren 
to  read  books,  Freciuently,  I ask  them  to  read  whet  you  have 
’.‘Tit ten.  Invariably,  the  response  vjhicb  I receive  as  the  result 
of  their  readinc  your  books  is  magnificent,  little  /nna  Schott, 
who  by  the  v;ay  is  a very  clever  youngster  and  maybe  because  of 
that  has  gotten  herself  into  diffi  cul.ties , sent  me  the  fine 
picture  with  the  inscription  which  you  sent  her  so  that  I might 
see  that  ray  suggestion  to  her  to  write  to  you  had  been  acted 
upon  and  I assume  because  of  the  pridefulness  which  is  hers,  she 
let  me  see  how  well  you  received  her  missive. 

I went  you  to  know  that  the  children,  and  there  are 
many  many  of  them  who  rend  your  books  at  in;?'  suggestion,  are 
thrilled  by  what  you  have  dons. for  society. 

Mrs.  Panken  asks  to  be  remembered  to  you.  I don't 
know  i''hether  you  remember  her  but  you  must.  She  is  a very 
fine  lady,  T .mi.yht  say  almost  -s  fine  a lady  os  you  are  and 
that  is  r.  pretty  high  standard. 
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the  compvVny  will  apprecute  suggestions  from  its  patrons  concerning  its  service 


1201-S 


J ^ 

CXass  of  Service 


This  is  a full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
CTam  unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a suitable 
symbol  above  or  pre- 
ceding the  address. 


WESTERN 
UNION 


f 23 


R.  e.  WHITE 
PRSeiDENT 


J.  C.  WtLLEVRR 
rinST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


SYMBOLS 


DL*"Day  Letter 


NM  “ Night  Message 


NL  *»  Night  Letter 


LC  = Deferred  Cable 


NLT  “ Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  filing  timoshownin  the  date  line  on  telegrams  and  day  letters  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  ol  origin.  Time  of  receipt  ih  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  dtatination. 


Received  at  116-10  Myrtle  Ave..  Richmond  Hill,  N.  Y.  "/  , ; 

)NK345  19= HN  NEWYORK  NY  8 1235P  3^ 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER, A TTENT 1 ON  MISS  POLLY  TH0MPS0N  = 
CARE  WE  STERNUM  I ON  = 


DEEPLY  APPRECIATIVE  OF  YOUR  BEAUTIFULLY  WRITTEN  STATEMENT 
WHICH  I AM  SURE  WILL  BE  AN  INSPIRATION  THROUGHOUT  THE 
COUNTRYc  SINCERELY= 

SEYMOUR  BERKSON  INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


WESTERN  UNION  GIFT  ORDERS  SOLVE  THE  PERPLEXING  QUESTION  OF  WHAT  TO  GIVE 


June  16,  1930. 


Detr  2<l8a  Killer: 

I wonder  If  In  jour  ve  17  busy  life  you  have  any  tline  for  /general 
T-rltlns,  and  If  ao,  whether  you  ever  G.-.nsidered  such  n nroject  ao  the 
one  I ata  roin^  to  mention.,. 

It  seemR  to  us  that  there  would  he  a plnoe  ri*tht  now  for  a hlo^'rnpliy 
of  Clam  Brrton  If  written  In  the  ri"ht  way  hy  the  rl^ht  person. 
Naturally' £t  would  have  the  synprvthetic  hadcin2  of  all  the  treasnAoua 
orywiiartlon  of  the  Hed  Croes,  plus  the  very  ?roat  Interest  at  the 
present  tias  in  the  Clwil  far.  As  a woman  interested  in  social  work 
and  aid  to  the  hsndiospped,  and  as  a Soxithemer  by  birth,  it  ocourred 
to  Toe  that  you  woiild  be  sympathetic  to  her  srsat  work, 

I realise  idiat  a job  a blofiraphy  of  thie  sort  is,  and  I m?dce  the  sm<y>:e«- 
tion  only  in  the  aont  tentative  w.'.y.  If  you  were  Intorrstad,  I should 
be  <rlad  to  t»me  rad  telk  with  you  about  It  further  any  time  that 
suited  yoir  convenience. 

Just  BO  that  she  may  be  informed,  1 am  sending  a copy  of  this  letter 
to  Mrs.  n,»nney.  Ao  you  Icnow,  we  have  moved  our  executive  «id  editorial 
offices  to  Hew  York  now  and  we  coneequantly  do  not  see  Mrs.  H#>nney  as 
often  as  we  should  like.  I have  not  had  r.n  onnortunlty  to  dlsc'its 
this  plan  with  her  but  hope  th't  the  chance  will  present  Itself  soon. 

With  all  best  wishes,  I wn 

Tours  elncsrely, 


R.  1.  Msule 


Mies  H^len  Knller, 
7111  S,jainole  Ave. , 
Forest  Hills,  L.  I. 


HXM:H 


Jvjw  29,  1938. 


D»nr  MissKellari 

T'x.vik  Tox^  CO  ctuch  for  your  letter  of  the  32nd  frorr  r’noerllle.  *«  are 
all  snoh  dlsapnointod  thf.t  yon  do  not  aoo  ycnr  clear  to  nadert'kln/i: 
the  Mo^?mphy  of  Clara  Barton,  hut  of  conree  re  understrmd.  The 
research  would  he  a terrible  Job  and  It  would  t-dco  you  aw^  fror:'.  the 
noble  work:  to  which  you  hawo  dedicated  your  life  for  at  least  a year, 

I sttprwse. 

However,  that  does  hrln^  ir»  to  another  point  which  has  been  very  auch 
In  my  nlnd,  even  before  you  finlahod  the  Journ~l . I refer,  of  cou'se, 
to  a book  on  Jop^n.  You  will  recall  that  wc  spoke  of  fixlo  briefly 
that  nlrht  at  Nnlla's  and  I hav?  talked  at  great  length  with  her  about 
It.  I do  Itope  that  tlrae  and  clrcu.-nBt nncoo  will  -Ts^re  It  possible  for 
yon  to  underlti:»  the  story  of  your  trip  to  Jr^xan  tlx  Is  sunnier  idilla 
you  are  In  Sr.owvllla  and  pons’lbly  connlete  it  before  you  le.avo  for 
abroad,  or  while  you  are  In  ^ootl'ind.  You  eee  I an  fairly  well  up 
to  late  on  your  novenonto  duo  to  Holla's  klndnoas  In  kaeplrig  ne  In 
touch. 


It  orcurs  to  no  th-^t  If  yon  really  do  oee  your  olear  to  dolnr  the 
book  on  Jopnn,  wo  mlf^t  do  w-orse  thvi  to  n^ke  a brief  announcanrnt  at 
t>\lp  tlse  that  you  had  goixe  ■^sgrond  tho  reach  of  Casual  internintlons 
to  start  work  on  It.  It  mnld  bo  ,>hx  excellent  Idea  and  the  >nihlloity 
wonld  hove  Certain  Value  In  V'rloac  ways. 

I do  hone  you  are  enjoying  you-  toy  at  Snowvllle.  It  Ip  a beautiful 
place,  Isn't  It?  I think  that  view  across  the  valley  to  the  moxuritslns 
froB  the  front  porch  of  you-  house  Is  an  fine  and  Inspiring  a sight  as 
one  con  get  anywhere  In  the  IThltr  Mts. 


Always  sincerely, 

IfVi 

Mist  Helen  Keller, 

Snowvllle,  H.  H, 
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7'J^ , 


HERBERT  HOOVER 


July  16,  1938 


My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

Upon  my  return  to  Palo  Alto  I 
find  your  letter  of  June  24. 


I will  do  anything  in  the  world 
you  want  me  to.  I am  unable  to  raise 
adequate  monies  for  those  colleges, 
educational  and  other  institutions  with 
which  I have  become  connected.  But  if 
my  name  is  of  any  use  to  you,  you  can 
have  it  every  day  of  the  week. 


Yours  faithfully. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
7111  Seminole  Avenue 
Forest  Kills,  New  York 


COPY 


HERBSHT  HOOVER 


July  15,  1938 


I'y  dear  Miss  Keller: 

Upon  my  return  to  Palo  Alto  I 
find  your  letter  of  June  24, 


you  want  me  to.  I am  unable  to  raise  adequate 
monies  for  those  colleges,  educational  and.  other 
institutions  with  which  I have  become  connected.  But 
if  my  name  is  of  any  use  to  you,  you  can  have  it 
every  day  of  the  week. 


I will  do  anything  in  the  world 


Yours  faithfully, 


Signed  Herbert  Hoove 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
7111  Seminole  Avenue 
Forest  Hills,  New  York 


UAVID 

PKBNIUK.NT 


ItxVOIO  COltl’OKATION^  OK  A>IHKICA 

KCA  BTTH.IJIK'G 
:io  KorKKrHL.i^K;K  pi^aza 


NKW  VOKK. 


July  25, 


1938. 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Beersheba  Farm, 
Dresden,  Maine. 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 


Your  beautiful  letter  of  July  17th  has  touched 
me  deeply.  I took  the  liberty  of  reading  it  in 
full  to  our  Board  of  Directors  which  met  on  Friday 
last,  and  they,  too,  were  touched  by  the  faith,  charm 
and  poetic  vision  you  expressed  so  eloquently. 

There  are  many  practical  problems  to  be  solved 
before  television  can  be  established  on  the  basis  of 
a regular  public  service.  But  progress  is  being 
made,  and  I am  confident  that  one  day  television  will 
become  a practical  reality,  as  is  the  case  today  with 
broadcasting.  Such  encouragement  as  you  give 
stimulates  one  to  further  effort. 

I have  always  been  one  of  your  silent  admirers 
and  I embrace  the  opportunity  this  gives  me  to  tell  you 
so . 

With  high  respect  and  affectionate  regards,  I 
am 


Sincerely  yours. 


COPY 


RADIO  CORPORATIOK  OF  Al-rSRICA 


RCA  BUILDING 


30  Rockefeller  Plaza 
New  York 


David  Sarnoff 
President 


July  2 


C 
^ 9 


1938 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Your  beautiful  letter  of  July  17th  has  touched  me 
deeply.  I took  the  liberty  of  reading  it  in  full  to  our 
Board  of  Directors  which  met  on  Friday  last,  and  they,  too, 
were  touched  by  the  faith,  charm  and  poetic  vision  you 
expressed  so  eloquently. 


There  are  many  practical  problems  to  be  solved  before 


television  can  be  established  on  the  basis  of  a regular 
public  service.  But  progress  is  being  made,  and  I am  con- 
fident that  one  day  television  will  become  a practical 
reality,  as  is  the  case  today  with  broadcasting.  Such 
encouragement  as  you  give  stimulates  one  to  further  effort. 

I have  always  been  one  of  your  silent  admirers  and 
I embrace  the  opportunity  this  gives  me  to  tell  you  so. 


With  high  respect  and  affectionate  regards,  I am 


Sincerely  yours 


Signed 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Eeersheba  Farm, 
Dresden^  Yiaine 


Dokald  Ocden  Stewart,  President  Aline  Bernstein,  Treasurer  Philip  Stevenson,  Secretary  Franklin  F0140M,  Executive  Secretary 
Pice-Presidents:  V'an  Wyck  Brooks,  Erskinc  Caldwell,  Malcolm  Cowley,  Paul  DeKruif,  Langston  Hughes,  Meridel  LeSueur,  Upton  Sinclair 


LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  WRITERS 

381  Fourth  Avenue  NEW  YORK  MUrray  Hill  5-0807 

Chapters:  Boston,  Chicago,  Connecticut,  Hollywood,  New  York,  Northern  California,  Washington,  D.C. 

December  5,  1938 

Helen  ^ller 
Box  135 
Route  1 

Meirnnarket,  N.H, 

My  dear  Miss  Killer, 


The  LeajjUe  of  American  Writers  is  planning  to  hold  a 
manuscript  sale,  the  proceeds  of  T/hich  are  to  bo  devoted  to  a fund  for 
exiled  anti-Nazi  writers,  the  Rehabilitation  Fund  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade,  and  the  two  sponsoring  organizations. 

Last  year  oxur  sale  raised  $5,000,  and  manuscripts 
■were  contributed  by  such  outstanding  American  and  foreing  'writers  as  Van 
Wyck  Brooks,  Ernest  Hemingv/ay,  Edna  St  Vincent  Millay,  Filbert  Einstein, 
Sigmund  Freud  and  Ralph  Bates,  amont^  many  others.  For  the  present  sale, 
we  haire  on  hand  Hendrick  Willem  Van  Loon's  OUR  BATTLE,  the  manuscript  of 
Sylvia  Townsend  Warner's  latest  book,  and  a letter  from  Freud,  among  many 
interesting^  items.  This  year,  in  cooperation  vfith  the  Booksellers'  Guild 
of  iimerica,  we  hope  to  repeat  and  impro've  our  success, 

W'e  should  welcome  a manuscript  from  you,  both  for  its 
intrinsic  imlue  and  as  a gesture  of  solidarity  v/ith  our  aims.  The  sale 
vfhich  vjas  held  last  year  to  raise  funds  for  medical  supplies  for  Repub- 
lican Spain,  ■vras  v/idely  noticed  in  the  press  of  England,  France,  Mexico, 
Chile  and  Cuba,  as  well  as  our  ov/n  neivspapers,  and  did  much  to  advertise 
the  support  of  free  peoples  by  writers,  collectors  and  book-dealers  in  all 
democratic  tountries.  It  is  a meastn’e  of  hovo"  much  nearer  home  and  more 
pressing  the  issue  has  become  that  we  are  appealing  this  year  for  exiled 
anti-fascist  v/riters  and  the  rehabilitaton  of  the  returning  jhaerican 
■Tolunteers  of  the  war  in  Sp4i®;  and  v;e  believe  that  the  response,  there- 
fore, should  be  all  the  fuller  and  mere  effecti-ve, 

7fe  shoiijd  particularly  appreciate  your  donating  any 
typesorip'b  of  yours  with  your  autograph,  Vfe  should  agree  not  to  sell  this 
for  a pirce  lov^er  than  you  may  -wish  to  designate,  end  you  would  be  sent 
a complete  accounting  of  all  money  raised  f .om  the  sale  of  such  items. 

As  our  plans  are  being  pressed  rapidly,  we  should 
appreciate  a reply  at  your  early  convenience. 


Sincerely  yours,  iZrUa. 


Ri-t/jB 

end 


Ralph  Noeder 

Chainnan,  Manuscript  Sale  ^ 
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Telephone : REctor  2-5J2vi 


CabU  Address:  "Amguild,  New  York’ 


AMERICAN  GUILD 

FOR  GERMAN  CULTURAL  FREEDOM,  Inc. 

20  Vesey  Street  New  York,  N.  Y. 


HON.  WILBUR  L.  CROSS,  President 


SENATOR  ROBERT  F.  WAGNER 
ilotwrary  Chairman 

DR.  THOMAS  MANN 

Chairman:  European  Council 

DR.  HENRY  SEIDEL  CANBY 
Chairman:  Committee  on  Awards 


4 February,  1959. 


DR.  ROBERT  M.  HUTCHINS 
Vice-President 

DR.  ALVIN  JOHNSON 
Vice-President 

DR.  FRANK  KINGDON 
Vice-President 

OSWALD  GARRISON  VILLARD 
Treasurer 

PRINCE  HUBERTUS  zv  LOEWENSTEIN 
General  Secretary 

DR.  VOLKMAR  ZUEHLSDORFF 
Assistant  Secretary 

MARIA  HEINEMANN 
Executive  Secretary 


I'iss  Helen  Keller, 

7111  - 112th  ;:treet. 

Forest  Hills,  IT.  Y. 

Hy  dear  Hiss  Keller: 

On  February  19,  we  shall  hold 
a manuscript  and  rare  book  auction  in 
collaboration  with  the  League  of  American 
■'riters  and  the  Am.erican  Booksellers  Guild, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  German  writers  in 
exile. 


Among  the  items  to  be  auctioned 
are  works  by  Thom.as  Llann,  Sigmund  ?’reud, 
Tromas  Yolfe,  Laurence  Housman,  Stefan  bweig, 
Hendrik  van  Loon,  John  F^sklne,  etc.,  and  we 
should  like  very  much  to  include  .something 
of  yours.  ould  you  be  good  enough  to  ion- 
tribute  an  original  manuscript  of  one  of 
books  for  this  purpose? 


I shall  be  deeply  grateful  for  a 
prompt  response  to  tliis  appeal,  as  the  date 


is  not  far 
(jJ  tion. 


f and  the  catalog  is  in  prepara- 


2 i nc  e r e I7/  y our  s , 

iJUsutji 

Chairman,  Sale  Coimnittee  for 
the  American  Guild. 


BOARD  OF  SPONSORS 


Morion  L.  Adler 
Ur.  Fr^nk  Aydelotle 
Roger  N.  Baldwin 
Mrs.  Samuel  L.  M.  Barlow 
Mrs.  Charles  T.  Barney 
Philip  A.  Benson 
Ur.  Richard  Bcrmann 
Richard  Bernhard 
Jacob  Billikopf 
Bnicc  Bliven 
Cieorge  BtumenLhal 
Prof.  Franz  Boas 
Sarah  F.  Brandes 
Frederick  A.  Burton 
Dr.  Nicholas  Murray  Butler 
Col.  Arthur  H.  Carter 
John  Chamberlain 
Starling  VV.  Childs 
Joseph  H.  Choate 
Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinchy 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Clothier 
Prof.  Morris  R.  Cohen 
Marc  Connelly 
Jos.  F.  Cullman 
Dr.  Stephen  Duggan 
Hon.  Oscar  W.  Ehrhorn 
Lydia  F.  Emmet 
Morris  L.  Ernst 
Hon.  M.  Maldwin  Fertig 
Lewis  Gannett 
Rev.  Robert  I.  Gannon,  S.J. 
Dr.  Samuel  H.  Goldenson 
Arthur  J.  Goldsmith 
Hon.  Jonah  J.  Goldstein 
Dr.  S.  S.  Goldwater 
Harry  F.  Guggenheim 
Prof.  Eduard  Hetmann 
George  S.  Heilman 
Mrs.  Alfred  F.  Hess 
Mrs.  Walter  A.  Hirsch 
Dr.  John  Haynes  Holmes 
Dr.  Foster  Kennedy 
Rockwell  Kent 
Henry  G.  Koppell 
Dr.  Joseph  Wood  Krutch 
Arthur  K.  Kuhn 
Mrs.  Arthur  KuttroH 
Arthur  M.  Lamport 
Hon.  Herbert  H.  Lehman 
Hon.  Irving  Lehman 
Dr.  Henry  Smith  Lelper 
Dr.  Emil  Lengyel 
Samuel  A.  Lewisohn 
Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Lewisohn 


Ur.  L.  Lichlwitz 
Dr.  Clarence  C.  Little 
Dr.  Henry  N.  MacCrackcn 
.\rchibald  MacLeish 
Hon.  Julian  W.  Mack 
Harold  J.  Manheini 
Erika  Mann 
Laurence  M.  Marks 
JC.  A.  Maynard 
Raymond  Moley 
lion.  Wm.  Fellowes  Morgan 
Hon.  Henry  Morgentbau 
Waller  W.  Naumburg 
Wm.  Church  Osborn 
Dr.  Melchior  Palyi 
Mrs.  Edgerlon  Parsons 
Amos  R.  E.  Pinchot 
Eduard  Prokosch 
Hon.  Joseph  N.  Proskaucr 
Quentin  Reynolds 
Frank  Ritchie 
Dr.  Frederick  B.  Robinson 
Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach 
Morris  Rothenberg 
Hon.  Clendenin  J.  Ryan,  Jr. 
Henry  H.  Saylor 
Eustace  Seligman 
Arthur  J,  Sinnott 
Estelle  M.  Sternberger 
Roger  W.  Straus 
Herbert  Bayard  Swope 
Ida  M.  Tarbell 
Dorothy  Thompson 
Ernst  Toller 
Charles  Hanson  Tuwnc 
William  Troy 
Alvin  Untermyer 
Samuel  Untermyer 
Dr.  Henry  P.  Van  Dessen 
Dr.  Willem  Hendrik  Van  Loon 
Edwin  C.  Vogel 
Samuel  R.  Wachlell 
Lillian  D.  Wald 
Sidney  Wallach 
Dr.  James  J.  Wal.sh 
Dr.  Alfred  Grant  Walton 
Maurice  Wertheim 
Lucius  Wilmerding 
Dr.  E.  Graham  Wilson 
Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise 
Leo  Wolman 

Dr.  Shirley  Wilmott  Wynne 
Stark  Young 


iLicisi?si]ji)<(i>:?g" 


Februsry  20,  1929 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
7111  - 112th  Street 
Forest  Hills 
Long  Island,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

Please  advise  us  if  it  is  still  possible  for  us  to 
obtain  quantities  of  your  book,  iVE  BEREAVED.  From 
whom  shall  we  order  it,  or  will  you  supply  it  direct. 


Yours  very  truly, 


JOHN  WAKAMaKEH  PHILADaPHIA 


42/mec/lc 
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MutisUr : 

Rev.  R.  J.  THOMSON.  B.D. 
ST.  Bride's  Manse. 
BOTHWELL. 
Glasgow. 

PHONE  No.  I BOTHWELL 
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Session  Clerk : 

J.  A.  T.  RENWICK, 
1 Clyde  Terrace 
BOTHWELL, 
Glasgow. 
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REV.  R.  J.  THOMSON.  B.D. 
ST.  BRioe’s  Manse. 
BOTHWELL. 
Glasgow. 

Phone  No.  > Bothwcll  1 1 6. 


Sesiit^  CUfk : 

J.  A.  T.  RENWICK. 
1 Clyde  Terrace 
BOTHWELL. 
Glasgow. 
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THE  GERMAN  MIND 

By  A.  L.  ROWSE 


The  problem  of  Germany  is  the  problem  of  Europe.  There 
needs  no  apology  for  returning  to  it  again  and  again,  consider- 
ing it  now  from  this  angle,  now  from  that,  since  we  have  it 
with  us  always.  If  Germany  involves  Europe  in  another  war, 
and  is  defeated,  it  will  still  be  there.  What  are  we  to  think 
of  it?  There  is  every  reason  to  inform  ourselves  of  what 
contemporary  Germans  are  thinking — of  what  passes  with 
them  under  the  guise  of  “thought.” 

This  French  book  is  the  best  survey  I know  of  the  thinkers 
who  have  made  the  thought  of  the  Germany  we  have  to  deal 
with:  of  Rathenau,  Keyserling,  Thmn^^Mjmi;  of  Spengler, 
Moeller  van  den  Bruck  and  the  g^PoT  writers 'in  Die  Tat ; of 
Hitler,  Rosenberg,  Goebbels  and  all  the  lesser  fry  among  the 
Nazis.  Professor  Vermeil  is  a distinguished  authority  at  the 
Sorbonne  on  contemporary  Germany  and  German  thought ; 
and  his  book  has  all  the  virtues  of  the  French  academic  mind 
at  its  best,  precision  and  lucidity,  careful  documentation  and 
a sound  instinct  for  what  is  sense  and  what  is  nonsense. 

/What  is  remarkable  is  the  continuity  of  thought,  the  strongly 
marked  common  characteristics  among  these  writers,  in  spite 
of  their  different  positions  and  associations.  “Writers  or 
publicists,  orators  or  men  of  action,”  M.  Vermeil  comments, 
“ the  thinkers  here  dealt  with  all  go  back  to  the  traditions 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  Since  the  end  of  the  Holy  Roman 
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attaining  a fuller  and  more  satisfactory  life.  That  is  the 
fundamental  difference  between  Europe,  particularly  Western 
Europe,  where  European  civilisation  originated  and  in  which 
it  is  still  located,  and  Germany.  It  happens  that  this  position 
is  also  the  true  one ; the  best  elements  in  Germany  recognise 
it.  It  is  a pity  that  they  have  been  found  so  weak  and  ineffec- 
tive ; but  Germany  will  come  back  to  it,  leaving  this  self-willed 
ostracism  which  M.  Vermeil  so  well  diagnoses  in  nearly  all 
these  writers : “ cet  ostracisme  de  plus  en  plus  radical  qui 
resume  toute  I’attitude  de  VAllemagne  contemporaine  d Vegard 
de  I’Occident  europeen.” 

There  are  other  characteristics,  which  Spengler  expresses, 
that  recur  again  and  again  in  the  others.  For  example,  the  / 
hatred  of  reason  which  “ kills  life.”  But  why?  one  wonders  ; 
surely  intelligence  and  clarity  of  mind  enable  one  to  live  more 
satisfactorily?  To  put  it  at  the  lowest,  it  is  the  intelligent 
animals  that  survive.  One  wonders  why  these  Germans — all  ' 
these  thinkers  bear  evidence  to  it — hate  reason  so  mu^;  is 
it  because  they  are  so  bad  at  it?  All  this  goes  along  with  a 
pathetic  insistence,  which  “ Liberals  ” like  Thomas  Mann  and 
Reyserling  and  iTathenau  share  with  brutes  like  Spengler  and 
Hitler  and  Rosenberg,  on  the  superiority  of  German  culture,  f 
They  must  be  superior  or  nothing.  It  is  the  same  cry  in  the  i 
realm  of  thought  as  in  politics : “ Either  a world-Power  or  ( 
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meditating  upon  the  origins,  the  nature  and  destiny  of  the 
German  Reich.”  They  have  a great  deal  more  in  common 
than  this  ; almost  all  of  them,  whether  Liberal  or  Nazi,  idealist 
or  realist  to  the  point  of  cynicism,  share  a distrust  and  dislike 
^nrie~'ggHfrof  Kngl-^'^  Hcance.,  and  what  they  st^d  for 
in  European  civilisation,  amounting  in  some  cases  to  horror, 
but  always  to  acuve  hostihtv.  One  knew  before  that  the  fatal 
and  systematic  Spengler,  who  constructed,  as  Germans  will,  a 
whole  sociology  out  of  his  own  schaden  freude,  hated  England 
and  believed  in  an  inevitable  conflict  between  England  and 
Prussia,  of  which  1914  was  only  the  beginning. 

/ But  it  comes  with  something  of  a surprise  to  realise  to  what 
I an  extent  a so-called  Liberal  like  'Dioma^lannj  in  his  heyday, 
I shared  the  general  German  hostilit^?TI??West,  the  “ eternal 
I German  protest  ” — as  M.  Vermeil  calls  it — against  the  intel- 
I lect,  against  the  life  of  reason,  his  criticism  of  our  over- 
J civilisation,  our  decadence  and  hypocrisy.  The  world  could 
» do  with  a little  more  of  our  over-civilisation  at  present.  It 

(I  is  tragic  to  observe  how  thoroughly,  with  what  laborious 
I exactitude  these  idealist  writers,  Rathenau,  Keyserling  and 
j Manm  paved  the  way  for  the  brutality  and  vulgarisation  of 
I the  Nazis.  Rathenau  died,  their  victim  ; Thomas  Mann  is  now 
' in  his  old  age  at  leisure  to  repent,  an  exile  in  America. 

One  does  not  need  to  go  again  into  the  extraordinary  system 
of  thought  ereaed  by  Spengler  on  the  basis  of  German  defeat 
(ergo,  defeat  of  the  West) ; it  has  been  sufficiently  criticised 
before.  And  yet  there  is  something  so  representative  of 
Germany  in  its  completeness,  its  heavy  pretentiousness.  Its 
whole  conception  of  a morphology  of  cultures  is,  of  course, 
false,  but  so  typically  German.  Spengler’s  conception  of  a 
culture  is  altogether  too  anthropomorphic,  much  too  rigidly 
defined,  something  marked  off  like  one  living  entity  from 
another.  On  the  one  hand  we  have  a “ culture  ” defined  as 
a person,  which  is  bom,  lives  and  dies ; on  the  other 
we  have  the  person  regarded  as  having  no  individual  existence  ; 
an  inversion  so  characteristic  of  German  mental  processes.  It 
_U^all  very  like  Hegel,  fans  et  origo  of  these  intellectual  ills. 
The  West  knows  that  it  is  only  individual  human  beings  who 
. have  a real  existence  and  that  groups  exist  to  aid  them  in 

Doctrinaires  de  ia  Revolution  Aiiemantie  1918-1938.  By 
Edmond  Vermeil.  (Fernand  Sorlot:  Paris.) 


notnmg."  bpengler  has  a whole  theory — he  would  have — that  j 
a “ culture  ” must  dominate.  No  conception  of  collaborating  j 
with  others  to  make  a more  varied,  a richer,  more  fruitful  I 
civilisation.  Actually  it  is  enough  to  discern  the  difference 
between  cultures ; one  does  not  have  to  think  all  the  time  in 
terms  of  superiority  and  inferiority,  but  of  the  particular  con- 
tribution which  each  has  to  make  to  the  whole  that  is  Europe. 
To  the  really  enlightened  there  is  a European  culture  in  which 
German  music,  where  Germany  really  has  been  supreme,  takes 
its  place  along  with  Italian  and  French  art,  Greek  and  English 
poetry.  Modern  science  is  essentially  European. 

The  fact  that  music  is  the  art  in  which  Germany  is  supreme 
is  one  of  great  significance,  if  one  could  elicit  it.  But  there  is 
something  in  this  magnificent  structure  they  have  built  up  out 
of  sound — this  inner  world  of  experience,  to  which  some  of 
their  best  poetry,  for  example  Rilke,  conforms — ^which  reveals 
their  weakness  in  the  realm  of  external  form,  in  imposing 
rational  order  and  control  upon  their  experience,  where  the 
Latins,  and  of  them  the  French  above  all,  are  so  strong. 
There  are  moments  with  all  these  writers,  especially  with 
R^enau,  even  with  Spengler,  and  still  more  surprisingly  with 
the  not  wholly  unattractive  cynical  candour  of  Goebbels,  where 
one  breaks  through  the  crust  of  neurotic  assertiveness,  the  over- 
emphasis of  people  not  sure  of  themselves^  and  one  gets  a 
^impse  of  the  depths  ot  formlessness,  of  indecision,  of  extreme 
relativism,  of  a scepticism  underneath  amounting  to  real 
nihilism  (pace  Spengler),  which  have  their  counterpart  in  the 
violence  and  brutality  of  the  Nazis.  Rathenau  allowed  tire 
truth  to  appear,  in  spite  ol  all  his  Eopes  of  a new  order  led 
by  Germany,  in  a passage  where  he  said  that  beyond  the  Rhine 
“ there  was  neither  form,  nor  style,  nor  any  real  desire  for 
liberty.  Everywhere,  on  the  contrary,  feebleness  of  will,  per- 
manent confusion  between  loyalty  and  dependence,  between 
autonomy  and  anarchy,  between  work  and  servility.  The 
masses  bow  before  all  the  forces  of  the  day.  Tour  h slavisme 
s’etale  id  en  face  d’une  poignee  de  Germains  autheniiqites." 
There  is  an  equally  remarkable  passage  (p.  67)  from  Thgjjjjjj^ 
Mann,  which  deepens  the  despairing  picture  of  a people  with- 
out  form,  open  to  all  the  winds  that  blow,  exposed  to  all  the 
contradictions,  “ une  nation  qui  ne  s’enjerme  jamais  dans  un 
rSseau  solide  de  sysiemes,  de  morales  ou  d’institutions.  L’Alle- 
magne  remet  tout  en  question,  inlassahlement.” 
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Mrs.  S»8ie  J*eterson-I3elaney 

Library, ■‘department  of  the  Blind 
Veterans’  Administration  'acility 
Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

April  11,  1939. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Hartford  House 
Westport,  Gonn. 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


“^ny  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  so  fall  of  sincerity  and 


enc  ouragenent , 

The  Helen  ‘‘•eller  -“raille  ^las  for  the  Blind  dedicated  Friday  After- 
noon April  7th  to  you,  and  read  the  easter  lesson  in  our  -“raille  Bibles  from 
liatthew  the  28th  chapter  beginning  with  the  1st  verse,  and  the  members  brought 
in  a tribute  to  you  in  -Braiile,  One  man  Will  Jackson  wrote  a biographical  sketch 
of  you  in  grade  two  Braille,  Which  he  had  heard  on  a talking  book, 

lou  have  no  idea  how  happy  you  made  this  group  of  blind,  your  check 
gave  them  each  an  (individual  Baster  basket  with  goodies,  Saster  eggs  all  sizes 
cigarettes  and  small  individual  ash  trays  in  the  forme  of  china  rabbits,  it 
was  a wonderful  afternoon  for  us  all.  And  i with  them  am  so  grateful  for  yoxir 
generous  gift. 

And  mine  seems  so  much  more  than  ycu  gave  tiiem,  for  you  have  given 
me  new  zaal  to  lead  these  men  to  the  }.ight,  yes  there  is  a bond  in  the  Braille 
dots,  and  as  my  eyes  seems  to  grow  dim  with  such  constant  reading  and  study  of 
print  exa  happy  to  think  that  I know  tha  Braille, 

shall  send  you  a report  of  our  State  Conference  for  the  Blind  which 
has  been  postponed  until  tne  second  week  of  May,  We  are«  sorry  you  can’t  'oome  this 
time  and  we  shall  look  forward  to  having  you  witii  us  during  the  next  conference. 

Our  (Helen  Keller  Braille  Class)  consist  of  from  23  to  35  men  and 
they  keep  you  before  them  as  their  beacon  light, 

'■‘ay  you  continually  enjoy  all  the  rich  blessirigs  w.iich  you  deserve 
for  the  great  work  that  you  have  done. 

.^ncerely^ours  -n  ^ 

•OCLiijui 

Sadie  * eterson-Delaney  ) 

Dibrarinn 

U.S.  Veteran  Sdministration  'acility 

'iUske^'ee,  Alabama, 
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24  August  1959 


Dear  Helen: 

Although  many  days  and  nights  and  weeks  have  passed 
since  that  afternoon  before  I started  for  Loomis 
Sanitarium  when  you  and  Miss  Thomjrfson  came  to  see  me, 
you  have  been  in  iny  thoughts  almost  every  day.  I made 
a long  fight  and  I think  perhaps  I am  winning  it  although 
I am  not  yet  able  to  be  in  the  office.  However,  I 
have  been  editing  the  Magazine  from  up  here  in  the  hills 
and  working  on  the  program  for  the  Herald  Tribune  Forum, 
about  which  you  know. 

The  whole  Forum  is  built  around  New  Frontiers  because 
life  is  setting  them  up  for  us  and  we  can  not  escape. 

What  we  can  do  is  to  face  what  comes  and  take  from  it 
the  best  we  can  reach.  The  first  session  has  to  do  with 
New  Frontiers  for  Americans.  President  Conant  of 
Harvard  will  make  the  keynote  address.  Mrs.  Roosevelt 
vdll  speak,  and  a number  of  scientists  and  sociologists 
will  discuss  the  better  way  of  life  for  us.  But  above 
all,  I should  like,  if  it  be  possible,  to  have  you  speak 
for  five  minutes,  giving  a message  and  a challenge  for 
a better  America  for  those  of  us  who  are  handicapped  - 
better  education  and  more  opportunities.  Is  there  any 
hope  of  my  persuading  you  to  do  this? 

There  will  be  3,000  delegates  present, in  the  large 
ballroom  of  the  Waldorf  Astoria,  representing  more 
than  1,800  organizations.  And  there  will  be  a national 
broadcast  from  coast  to  coast.  Is  there  any  way  I can 
persuade  you  to  bring  this  Important  message  to  so 
large  and  Influential  a group?  I have  in  mind  too 
that  in  presenting  you,  if  I should  be  unable  to 
be  present,  Mrs.  Reid  would  recommend  the  reading  of 
your  book  as  a further  challenge. 


Blessings  on  you  always 


God  love  you. 


Brown  Meloney 


P.S.  I am  living  at  South  Quaker  Hill,  Pawling,  New  York, 
so  will  you  please  address  me  here. 


The  "Manse*' 
CHESTER.  NEW  JERSEY 


Dec. 4, 1939 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 

Arcam  Ridge, 
r/^estbury.  Conn. 

Attention  Miss  Thomson. 

Dear  Fri  end : - 

The  Dunlaps  and  I are  very  grateful  to  you 
and  Miss  Keller  for  your  kindly  attention  to  our  inquiry  as 
to  the  little  book-  "He  Bereaved." 

Enclosed  , there  should  be  found  check  for 
three  dollars  for  the  dozen  books  you  can  send  them. The  Mrs. 
Lowddes  who  signs  the  check  is  Mr. Dunlap’s  daughter , herself 
also  a certified  mortician.  The  books  may  be  sent  direct  to 
Hon.  ¥m.  A. Dunlap,  19 th  Street  & Fairmount  Ave.  Philadelphia,  Pa 

That  "Hon"  . was  hard  earned-  long  service 
as  one  of  the  Five  Directors  of  that  great  State  Prison  on 
Fairmount  Ave.,  and  by  a system  long  continued-  each  one  of 
the  FIFE  being  the  Controlling  Director  each  fifth  month, so 
responsible  overlord  of  the  care  of  those  2800  prisoners- 
about  one-  fontilih  women. 

^e  are  glad  to  know  that  Miss  Keller  has 
decided  to  seek  republication  of  the  COIvIFORT  BRIITGER  . I 
should  think  that  The  Fleming  H.Revell  Co.,  would  be  as 
helpful  a publisher  as  could  be  found — better  than  any  of  the 
Denominational  Publishing  Houses,  because  the  very  fact  that 
they  are  denominational  is  somewhat  restrictive  of  their 
reach-  worse — I not  think  that  either  the  Methodist  or  Presby- 
terian Book  Concerns  CONTINUE  PUBLICITY  for  their  output  as 
zealously  as  Revell  does,8Lnd  Funk  & Wagnalls  in  its  former 
days — steadily  did.  It  would  seem  that  the  Denominational 
Concerns  feel  a responsibility  to  INTRODUCE  tIEW 
Authors,  Thlle  Revell  has  steadily  keep  what  they  have 
printed  in  publicity. 

TJhoever  publishes  should  work  a department- 
or  a SELLER-  who  will  "TORE  " the  Undertalcers  for  special 
orders  to  put  the  book  to  the  service  Mr. Dunlap  has  found  so 
helpful.  The  old  slogan  in  such  service  might  be  changed  to 
say, "It  Pays  to  C0T.IF0RT  " as  v/ell  as  advertise. 

Sincerely  yours. 


# 


I 


Mrs.  Leslie  FulenwiJer 
1310  AUamonI  Road 
Birmingham,  Alabama 
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President 

Dr.  John  H.  Finley 

Honorary  President 
Hon.  Charles  Evans  Hughes 

Founder  and  Honorary  Secretary 
Mrs.  Winifred  HoH  Mather 

Vice-President 
Miss  Helen  Keller 

Chairman  Executive  Committee 
Hon.  Henry  W.  Goddard 

Chairman  Board  of  Trustees 
Mr.  Paul  Felix  Warburg 

Treasurer 

Mr,  Thomas  S.  McLane 
Secretary 

Mr.  William  W.  Hoppin 
OBJECTS 

To  aid  the  ill.  needy  and 
aged  blind 

To  train  the  blind  and  to 
provide  employment 

To  provide  recreation  for  the 
blind 

To  prevent  unnecessary 
blindness 

All  services  are  rendered 
regardless  of  race  or  creed 

PLANT 

Lighthouse  No.  1 Headquarters 
Craft  Shop  115  East  59th  Street 

Lighthouse  Eye  Clinic 
114  East  60th  Street 

Music  School  11*1  East  60th  Street 

Workshop  for  Blind  Women 
111  East  59th  Street 

The  Bourne  Workshop  for 
Blind  Men  358  E.ast  35th  Street 

The  Boarding  House  for 
Blind  Men  605  First  Avenue 

^^acations: 

River  Lighthouse  for  Blind  Men  and 
Women  at  Cornwall  on  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Camp  Lighthouse  for  Blind  Children 
at  Waretown,  N.  J. 


Blind  Day  Nursery  [uipil 
on  I-ighthouse  Boof  fbirdeti 


THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

LIGHTHOUSE  No.  I ef  III  EAST  59th  STREET.  NEW  YORK.  Telephone:  volunteer  5 - 2200 
Under  Patronage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  Incorporated  1906 


2nd,  January,  1940 

Miss  Helen  Keller, 

Westport,  Connecticut . 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 


For  some  years  now,  the  Board  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  have  felt  the  need  for  In- 
creased facilities  for  its  activities,  but  have  nut  off 
meeting  that  need  because  of  the  depression. 


To-day,  however,  with  seventy  five  nercent 
of  all  of  the  blind  In  New  York  on  Its  register,  the  in- 
creased demands  unon  the  Association's  occunational  and 
recreational  services  can  no  longer  be  Ignored. 


Convinced  that  there  must  be  no  further  de- 
lay In  the  development  of  a more  adequate  service,  the 
Board  has  therefore  decided  to  make  a public  appeal  for 
funds  In  March  or  April,  for  construction  and  maintenance 
of  a new  building  addition  to  the  Lighthouse  olant  on 
East  59th  Street. 


It  will  be  the  first  such  appeal  since  the 
late  Joseph  H.  Choate  raised  the  funds  for  the  nresent 
Lighthouse  twenty  eight  years  ago.  Although  the  total 
orogram  which  we  hope  eventually  to  make  possible  In  con- 
nection with  the  new  building  will  run  to  about  i5l,5CC,CCC 
It  will  only  be  necessary  to  raise  about  half  that  amount 
at  the  outset. 


In  preparation  for  the  campaign,  we  are 
about  to  form  a citizens  sponsoring  committee  to  clve 
endorsement  to  the  effort,  and  It  Is  our  sincere  hooe  that 
you,  and  Mrs.  Mather,  to  whom  I am  also  writing,  will  be 
willing  to  serve  Jointly  as  Honorary  Chairman  of  the 
committee , 


Knowing  how  close  the  Interests  of  the  As- 
sociation have  been  to  your  heart  ever  since  its  foundlnp", 

I do  hope  that  you  will  accord  us  the  privilege  of  using 
your  name  in  this  honorary  capacity.  Your  Identification 
in  this  way  will,  I know,  be  a tremendous  boon  to  the  suc- 
cess which  all  of  us  hope  will  be  granted  our  effort^s. 

Sincerely  ^H'^urs^,] 

THIS  WORK  IS  SUPPORTED  BY  VOLUNTARY  CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  HAS  NW  AFFILIAlON  WIlTl  ANY  OTHEITo^ANIZATION 

Henry  W.  G-oddard 
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orrice  or  the  president 

July  15th,  1940. 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 

This  is  going  to  be  a long  letter,  it  is  about  something  a little  outside  trade 
publishing,  and  it  contR.ins  a request.  I hope  you'll  bear  with  me  on  it  to  the 
end. 

Information  which  we  and  other  publishers  have  received,  brought  in  by  our  trade 
and  reprint  and  library  travellers  and  from  other  sources,  shows  that  there's 
a startling  amount  of  indifference  in  the  country  to  v;hat  we  might  call  The  American 
Way,  or  the  democratic  idea.  I know  that's  not  news  to  you;  it's  been  reoorted 
and  discussed  in  the  newspapers  for  the  past  month,  but  the  war  news,  the  defense 
plans  and  the  politics  of  a presidential  year  have  obscured  this  most  serious  of 
all  our  problems. 

Several  weeks  ago  a group  of  publishers  and  authors  had  dinner  together  and  talked 
this  out  at  great  length.  One  resTilt  of  that  talk  was  an  editorial  in  the  Herald 
Tribune,  which  put  the  matter  in  clear  and  concrete  form.  Here  is  part  of  it: 

We  are  a babel  of  voices;  v?e  are  an  ant  hill  overturned,  abruptly 
stimulated  to  a fever  of  activity,  at  once  intense  and  aimless,  reveal- 
ing tremendous  energy  dissipated  in  cross-purposes  and  conflicting  plans. 
Something  is  needed.  It  can  be  ca.lled  "leadership."  It  can  be  called 
"discipline,"  It  can  be  called  "unity,"  if  one  likes.  In  fact,  it  is 
none  of  these  things;  or  it  is  all  of  them,  wrapped  up  in  and  intensified 
by  something  more.  That  something  more  is  the  conviction  that  there  is  an 
American  case.  There  is  an  Ajnerican  case,  worth  arguing  for,  worth  fight- 
ing for,  and  worth  dying  for.  And  it  is  an  American  case  — not  a case  for 
the  Democrats  or  the  Republicans,  for  Mr.  Roosevelt,  or  Mr.  De?fey,  or  Mr. 
Wilkie  or  Mr.  Taft  or  Mr.  Gamer,  not  a case  for  the  isolationists  or  the 
interventionists,  for  this  group  or  for  that  group,  for  the  paupers  or  the 
millionaires,  for  the  flag-wavers  or  for  the  free-thinkers,  but  a case  for 
the  America  of  all  of  us. 

Another  one  of  the  men  put  it  this  way: 

There  is  an  emergency  in  our  national  life  and  it  is  now.  It  is 
not  six  months  away  or  a year  away,  but  now.  As  thinking  men  we  cannot 
run  av/ay  from  it,  put  it  on  the  shelf,  say,  "6h  well,  things  look  better  - 
let's  forget."  The  news  may  vary  from  day  to  day  but  the  emergency  remains. 
It  is  going  to  control  our  national  life  for  the  next  few  years. 

The  emergency  is  not  only  physical  but  moral.  Physically,  if  we 
are  given  time,  we  have  the  plant  and  the  men  to  make  ourselves  secure. 

But  that  isn't  enough.  A split,  divided  and  fumbling  nation  won't  use 
plant  or  men  in  time.  A nation  that  doesn't  believe  in  its  own  way  of 
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life  can't  defend  itself  against  nations  and  systems  that  believe 
fanatically  in  theirs. 

Oui'  first  business  is  to  re-examine  our  own  minds,  to  clarify 
otu-  ov,7i  thought,  to  find  where  we  stand. 

If  there  is  an  American  case  - and  I believe  there  is  one  - it  is 
our  business  to  define  it  and  state  it.  If  there  is  a case  for  democracy- 
and  that  I also  believe,  it  is  our  business  to  state  that  case.  And 
it  is  our  business  to  state  it  positively,  not  negatively,  and  with  every 
means  at  our  command. 

To  do  so,  we  must  put  aside,  in  our  own  minds,  any  consideration 
of  partisan  politics,  The  United  dtates  is  bigger  than  the  Republican 
Party  or  the  Democratic  Party.  It  is  bigger  than  Mr.  Roosevelt  or  Mr. 
Hoover.  It  is  bigger  than  the  special  interests  of  any  one  class.  It  is 
all  of  us . That  is  why  we  must  state  the  iimerican  case . 

In  doing  so,  time  is  of  the  essence.  We  are  accustomed  to  taking 
our  way  of  life  very  largely  for  granted.  'The  totalitarian  states  have 
devoted  as  much  time  and  care  to  perfecting  their  mental  weapons  as  they 
have  their  physical  ones.  And  those  weapons  are  strong.  They  have  told 
us  again  and  again  that  we  are  v/eak,  divided,  corrupt  and  gutless.  They 
have  told  us  that  we  cannot  think  clearly,  speak  definitely  or  act  quickly 
in  an  emergency.  We  must  meet  that  challenge  - not  on  their  terras  but 
on  ours.  And  we  must  meet  it  now. 


Out  of  this  came  an  idea  which,  it  has  seemed  to  us  and  to  other  publishers 
familiar  with  the  plan,  has  genuine  value  to  the  country.  There  are  perhaps  two 
dozen  ijnerican  writers  whose  opinions  carry  more  weight  vi'ith  the  public  than 
a hundred  politicians,  columnists,  editors  and  such.  The  very  fact  that  they 
seldom  use  their  power  makes  them  all  the  more  effective  when  they  do  speak  their 
minds.  We  know  they  v/ill  be  listened  to  in  this  emergency. 

Will  you,  as  one  of  these  twenty-five,  do  a short  piece  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
to  five  hundred  words,  to  run  in  about  six  hundred  newspapers? 

America  means  different  things  to  all  of  us,  but  certain  basic  things,  too.  In 
the  past  we  mostly  kept  those  beliefs  to  ourselves,  as  a part  of  the  things 
we  live  by  but  didn't  necessarily  advertise.  Now  conditions  have  changed.  It 
has  become  important  to  say  out  loud  tilings  that  seemed  self-evident  before.  Words 
count  today  more  thfin  they  have  ever  done.  It  is  a statement  of  those  beliefs, 
expressed  in  any  sort  of  form,  that  we  hope  you  will  set  doivn.  It  can  be  anything 
you  want  to  say,  a statement  of  principles,  a personal  experience  that  seems  to  you 
to  fit  the  case,  a shot  at  the  "isms."  We  thinli  it  should  avoid  partisan  politics 
and  military  strategy.  Those  are  matters  beyond  this  fundamental  problem. 
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The  NEA  (Newspaper  Enterprise  Assocation) , the  bif^gest  newspaper  syndicate  service 
has  offered  its  services  in  releasing  this  series  to  six  hundred  papers  with 
over  ten  million  circulation,  ilach  story  v/ill  be  featured  and  the  group  will 
be  presented  as  the  voluntary  expression  of  our  leading  authors'  opinions.  There 
will  be  no  remuneration  to  anyone,  as  the  MEA  Service  is  on  the  basis  of  an  annual 
fee  from  its  papers,  but  that's  not  the  point  of  the  series  anyhow.  However,  NIA 
is  sending  on  one  of  its  best  editors  to  work  exclusively  on  it,  because  of  its  value 
to  the  public  at  this  moment. 

^Vill  you  do  it,  and  do  it  quickly,  even  though  you  are  busy?  The  country  needs 
guidance  in  its  basic  thinking  before  anything  can  be  accomplished,  and  we  know 
that  this  will  help. 


With  all  good  wishes 


Faithfully  yours, 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Arcan  Ridge, 

R.  F.  D. 

Westoort,  Connecticut 
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STONE  COURT  FARM 
LAHASKA,  PENNA. 


tel.  buckin^ham  3461 


August  27,  1940. 


Dear  Louise: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter  of  August  16th 
and  the  enclosure  of  the  letter  from  Miss  Polly  Thompson. 

Needless  to  say,  I should  like  to  do  the  head  of 
Helen  Keller.  As  soon  as  I am  v;ell  enough  to  do  anything  about 
it,  I shall  communicate  with  Hiss  Thompson  and  see  if  we  can 
cook  up  something.  I realize  that  they  have  no  money  of  their 
own,  but  perhaps  we  might  find  somebody  between  us  to  finance 
the  Job  somewhat.  In  better  days  I would  have  been  very  happy 
to  do  it  for  nothing.  The  bust  must  be  done  somehow,  and  I'd 
love  to  do  it. 

let  me  knov;  when  you  come  to  town  and  we'll  talk 

about  it. 


My  love 


\ 

\ 


JOSEPH  H.  CROWN 

ATTORNEY 

STUY  VESANT  9 - 3 0 00 


50  UNION  SOUARE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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This,  Week 

4Zn  LEXINGTON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


MRS.  WILLIAM  9ROWN  MELONEY  South  Qmker  Hill 

Pawling,  New  York. 
May  29,  1942. 


Dear  Helen, 


I have  been  talking  to  Jo  Davison.  He  had  been 
so  stirred  by  the  hours  he  spent  making  a bronze  portrait  of 
you,  and  he  passed  on  to  me  some  of  the  strength  and  beauty 
your  philosophy  had  given  to  him.  It  prompts  me  to  ask  you 
to  WTite  a message  for  the  editorial  page  of  our  Magazine. 

Your  message  would  go  out  to  six  million  homes  where  THIS 
TilEEK  Magazine  is  read  every  Sunday. 

When  I think  of  you,  as  I do  frequently,  it  is 
as  drinking  from  the  fountain  of  life,  and  I have  the  new 
strength  that  comes  from  the  realization  that  life  has  but 
one  boundary  - the  use  of  mind  and  soul.  Will  you  share  with 
us  from  that  world  which  you  create  some  of  the  faith  we  need, 
the  courage  to  accept  pain  and  loss  and  put  them  in  their 
lesser  places?  You  have  not  wasted  the  hours  of  your  life. 

Help  us  to  understand  and  make  better  use  of  the  great  power 
and  beauty  that  is  in  us  if  we  will  but  use  it.  But  most  of 
all  make  us  realize  that  this  is  one  of  the  crucial  hours  in 
life,  that  the  time  has  come  to  test  our  souls,  to  give  up 
our  habits  of  uselessness. 

A few  years  ago  the  great  psychiatrist.  Dr.  Menas 
Gregory,  told  me  that  not  a fraction  of  one  percent  of  the 
people  - even  the  educated  people  - used  as  much  as  forty 
percent  of  their  mental  powers.  He  listed  a few  men  and  women 
who  had  not  been  wasters;  Edison,  Croce,  and  Madam.e  Curie,  and 
a woman  whose  name  is  hardly  known,  but  whose  work  in 
astronomy  in  one  of  the  great  laboratories  had  opened  up  new 
worlds.  All  of  these  people,  he  said,  had  the  physical  tools 
with  T^hich  to  do  their  work.  And  he  mentioned  you  and  said, 
"But  here  is  a mind  and  a spirit  that  has  had  to  create  a 
whole  nev/  world  for  herself.  What  a lesson  she  is  to  the 
rest  of  usJ" 


If  he  were  here,  he  would  probably  know  how  to 
persmde  you  to  write  a message  at  this  time.  All  that  I can 
do  is  to  tell  you  that  I stand  at  your  feet  and  beg  you  to 
let  the  millions  who  do  not  know  you,  learn  to  do  their  part 
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in  this  time  when  our  need  to  struggle  for  the  preservation  of 
civilization  is  so  crucial. 


of  you. 


My  love  to  Miss  Thom|ison, 


and  God  love  both 


Miss  Helen  Keller 


•k  FOB  A STBON6  AND  UNITED  AMEBICA  k 


THE  TIME  IS  . . . 

NOW! 

A message  from  a great  and  gifted  American 
to  all  who  want  a better  world 

by  Helen  Keller 


BBLXn  — A BBONZS  BT  JO  DAVIDSON 


WE  Americans  cannot  be  free  un- 
less all  mankind  is  free.  Victory 
is  to  give,  not  to  receive.  Stead- 
fast giving  by  us  is  as  essential  as  the  strat- 
egy of  the  soldiers  who  so  confidently 
trust  us  to  be  a rampart  behind  them  on 
the  home  front.  We  must  not  be  defeated 
by  selfishness.  We  must  match  with  brave 
giving,  the  heroism  of  the  unnumbered 
plain  folk  who  are  baring  their  bodies  to 
bomb  and  flame  so  that  the  monstrous 
wrong  to  humanity  may  be  redressed. 

We  have  not  believed  enough  in  our- 
selves. We  have  been  slow  to  learn  what 
we  have  been  taught  about  our  powers  of 
self-rule  and  our  responsibility  to  develop 
them.  We  have  not  believed  enough  in 
democracy.  We  have  Icwked  upon  it  as  a 
political  creed  instead  of  a way  of  living. 
We  have  had  to  abandon  the  claims  we 
made  for  a civiliaatioii  we  took  on  trust, 
since  we  have  seen  it  collapse.  Now  we 
are  confused  because  what  we  believed 
has  turned  out  differently  from  what  we 
imagined.  Democracy  is  still  with  us, 
but  its  great  resources  for  gcxxl  remain 
unused.  Only  by  giving  all  we  are  in 
service,  intelligence  and  courage  can  we 
rise  to  the  true  spirit  which  shall  be  our 
pilot  light  unto  victory  both  in  the  war  and 
in  the  peace  after  it.  Not  until  we  refuse 
to  take  without  giving  can  we  create  a 
society  where  the  chief  activity  of  man 
shall  be  the  common  good,  where  no  race 
or  class  shall  be  outcast,  nor  any  child 
perverted  from  his  happy  growth  into  a 
tool  of  tyraimy. 

A decent  society  is  the  sum  of  the  con- 
tributions of  heart  and  mind  by  decent 
individuals.  Never  before  has  it  been  so 


vital  for  everyone  who  thinks  and  feels 
rightly  to  offer  himself  as  a gift  toward  a 
humane,  free  world  in  which  self-interest 
and  others’  rights  will  be  integrated  for 
ever-widening  social  betterment. 

We,  not  institutions,  are  the  Brother- 
hood that  must  crush  oppression  and  in- 
humanity. We,  not  governments,  are  the 
Democracy  which  must  safeguard  to  all 
peoples  reasoned  understanding  and  edu- 
cation for  the  protection  of  every  human 
right.  Unselfish  living,  not  war,  is  Total. 
By  its  might  alone  can  we  win  the  lasting 
recompense  of  the  saving  peace  that  is 
victory’s  soul. 

Away  with  ignorance  that  blinds  to 
mortal  danger,  and  with  pessimism  that 
truckles  to  the  enemy’s  murderous  in- 
tent! Away  with  beggarly  murmuring  over 
shortages  while  famine  is  turning  conti- 
nents into  tombs  for  children  living  and  for 
babes.unbom!  The  engulfing  need  of  man- 
kind, profaned,  bleeding  from  wounds 
foully  dealt,  cries  for  the  utmost  of  life 
and  law  and  light  that  can  be  saved.  It  is 
better  that  war  should  leave  a mere  hand- 
ful than  that  many  five  to  sink  into  degra- 
dation. Concord  and  Lexington  call  to  us 
to  end  this  fatal  plague  of  dictatorship. 

We  must  not  falter  when  the  presence 
of  martyred  countries  is  broadcast  into 
our  midst  — Russia  whose  rivers  are  blood 
instead  of  living  waters  — the  imbroken 
honor  of  China  and  Poland  — Norway’s 
childhood  held  as  in  irons  — Czechoslo- 
vakia. one  vast  Lidice  before  the  firing 
squad.  God.  man  and  our  own  history 
plead  with  us  in  the  name  of  all  we  cher- 
ish to  keep  alive  the  dreams  of  achieve- 
ment of  our  forefathers. 


The  weapons  we  bring  must  be  in  our 
free  spirit  no  less  than  in  our  armed  might. 
By  many  ways  of  guile  and  fear  the  peo- 
ples have  fallen  into  servitude.  But  if 
gangsters  tmite  in  a powerful,  effective 
organization,  it  is  a challenge  to  free  men 
everywhere  to  do  that  also.  The  gang- 
sters’ one  purpose  is  to  knead  the  lands 
and  oceans  as  material  for  dominion.  Let 
our  one  end  be  a Brotherhood  of  Good 
Will  shaping  the  earth  into  a hearth  for 
mankind  with  equal  rights  and  opportuni- 
ties for  everyone. 

Every  line  of  prophecy  God  has  thun- 
dered against  oppressors  is  this  day  ful- 
filled. The  siege  and  straitness  of  the  war 
have  put  the  very  existence  of  many 
nations  into  the  hands  of  those  who  are 
willing  to  give  all  for  freedom.  Only  as 
life-givers  can  we  rescue  our  own  homes 
from  the  spoiler  and  our  faith  as  a brand 
plucked  out  of  the  burning  from  destruc- 
tion. There  is  no  more  sea  between  us  and 
the  slayer.  Nor  can  we  truly  say  there  are 
"nations"  and  “peoples”  left:  for  there 
are  no  boundaries  unviolated  by  the  pow- 
ers of  darkness.  There  is  just  one  vast 
humanity  that  is  being  poured  out  in 
blood  and  anguish,  and  habitations  of 
cruelty  are  multiplying. 

The  time  for  us  to  act  is  NOW,  and  the 
way  to  do  it  is  through  solidarity  in  giving 
to  build  up  a covenant  with  God  in  every 
country,  city  and  village  against  the  most 
dread  foe  yet  recorded.  Because  of  love’s 
invincible  force  despotism  has  never  com- 
pletely won,  and  it  must  not  win  while 
there  is  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in  us  who 
are  responsible  for  other  lives,  for  gentle- 
ness, for  culture  and  progress. 
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6528  Orange  St. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


Dear  Miss  Thomson: 


Thank  you  for  your  kind  note.  I am  sorry  about 

the  refusal. 

I suppose  the  matter  ought  to  rest  there,  and  I 
surely  don't  wish  to  pursue  it  to  the  point  of  annoying  either  you 
or  Miss  Keller. 

Naturally  I was  not  unaware  of  a certain  crudity 
and  temerity  in  approaching  Miss  Keller  with  the  request  for  an 
option  on  the  life  of  her  dearest  and  most  intimate  friend^  You' 11 
have  to  excuse  it  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  an  idea  I could  take 
or  leave.  It  wouldn't  let  go  of  me. 

And  it  still  doesn't. 

I presume  that  you  will  not  object  to  my  talking 
to  certain  important  people  here  about  the  magnificent  possibilities 
I see  in  a film=story  of  the  life  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy. 

My  opinion  would  be  that  whatever  Miss  Keller's 
plans  may  be  there  can  be  no  hurt  if  there  is  competition.  On  the 
contrary  it  can  only  increase  her  assurance  that  she  will  get  her 
due,  and  make  it  all  the  more  possible  for  her  to  insist  upon  cer- 
tain stipulations.  It  would  not  do  for  this  film  to  be  skimped, 
badly  cast,  crudely  produced.  That  would  ruin  it  for  many  years  to 
come.  As,  I gather,  the  previous  production  did.  A picture  such  as 
this  is  made  only  once  in  a long  while.  It  must  be  made  right.  My 
motives,  in  talking  to  various  people  about  Anne  Sullivan  Macy's 
story  are  now  perhaps  less  open  to  question  since  I have  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  matter.  I did  not  indeed  ever  think  of  it 
except  from  a writer's  standpoint.  I'm  a business  failure,  in  fact  a 
business  nonentity. 

By  the  way,  I'm  amazed  how  few  people  know  of 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy's  life,  how  few  have  heard  of  Nella  Braddy's 
book.  I began  promising  people  copies  rather  recklessly  and  now 
find  that  it  is  not  an  easy  book  to  come  by.  Can  it  be  out  of  print? 
It  is  one  volume  that  ought  to  be  available  always. 

Please  extend  my  regards  to  Miss  Keller. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  Guy  Endore 
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Buenos  Aires  - December  - 12  - 1946 


Miss  Helen  Keller  ' 

Wesport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller  : 

I write  you  from  a very  far  country. 
When  I was  a little  child,  my  parents  used  to  mention 
you  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  a triumph  of 
the  spirit  over  materis,  of  the  will  against  the  grea- 
test handicaps  a human  being  ever  had.  But  I knew 
this  and  very  little  more. 

I read  some  years  ago  in  the  ATLANTIC 
MONTHLY,  I think,  one  of  the  most  moving  articles  I 
erer  read,  "Three  days  to  see"  signed  Helen  Keller. 
Since  I read  it  I longed  to  ask  you  some  questions: 

How  could  you  conquer  your  handicaps?  Which  are  the 
books  ^ere  you  tell  your  fife’ht?  Because  I must  say 
that  many  books  published  in  the  Hnited  States  are 
never  seen  in  our  libraries.  And,  as  interesting  as 
all  this,  who  was  Miss  Anne  Mansfield  Sullivan,  your 
teacher?  Because  she  was,  no  doubt,  a most  extraordi- 
naiy  woman.  Of  irtiom,  of  course,  I know  nothing. 

I hope  I am  not  giving  you  too  much 
trouble.  I ask  these  things  because  I am  really  inte- 
rested. Only  accidentally  I knew  yourd  address.  Had 
I known  it  early,  I had  written  this  letter  14ng  ago. 

I remain,  most  sincerely  yours 


Miss  Etelinda  H. Otero 
Rio  Bamba  121 
San  Martin  - P.C.C.A. 
Repiiblica  Argentina 


New-York  4. 1. 1945.  • 4- > W 


My  Dear  Miss  Helen  Keller, 

I don't  know  if  youi  remember  that  you  received  in 
vour  home  in  Long-Islini“a  Butcl  who  was  a writer  and  journalist. 

After  the  liberation  she  has  written  to  you  a long 
letter  telling  you  that  she  was  speaking  about  you  and  your  life  hundreds  of 
times  in  overcrowded  halls, until  the  Gestapo  has  forbidden  her  appearence  for 
the  whole  country. One  of  the  reasons  was  the  lectui'e  about  you. She  doesn't  know 
if  you  received  that  letter. She  told  you  that  she  didnot  speak  only  about  you 
but  also  about  the  life  of  Ame  Sullivan  and  that  in  every  lecture  she  recited 
your  poems. You  don't  know  how  many  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  Dutch  people  you 
have  given  couraage  by  the  example  of  your  life  and  your  love  for  your  fellowmen. 


Now  I am  here  Miss  Keller  and  anxious  to  meet  you, and 
if  she  is  still  with  you^  Miss  Polly  Thompson^ too.  I came  whoi^'  the  way  from  Dutch 
Guiana  ,s^y  thousand^  miles  to  be  able  to  meet  my  old  friends  here  in  N^- York 
instead  to  go  directly  by  plane  to  Holland  after  a journey  through  "wholtf' South 
America. My  father  died  in  1940, one  of  the  reasons  was  ^e  war, I am  very  longing 
to  go  back  to  my  little  mother,!  could  have  been  with  &iristma^ime  at  home  and 
now  I was  quite,  al^e  ^ a hotelroom  in  Miami, because  it  was  impossible  to  get 
a place  in  the  Jlafii^3l?e§tly  after  my  arrival  in  Miami.!  yo;4^I^|el^ 

terribly  lonesome  ,althogtghL  IgUm  accustomed  to  travel  alone.Mt  i ^ surevaxwr 
nine  months  travelling  jmS;  Sik  many  times  homesick, Therefore  ! can't  stay  long 
here , more-over  ! have  to  give  my  lectures  in  Holland  as  ! have  spoken  everyy/here 
in  South  America  for  lonely  Dutch  colonists  in  the  interioaa’  of  Brasil  and  Ar- 
gentine,Chili  and  Peru, Bolivia  and  Uruquai.And  every  time  ! told  them  (when  ! 
was  speaking  about  the  terrible  wat(years  behind  u^,that  you  were  one  of  the 
examples  ! have  given  in  my  lectures  to  bring  coui’a^  in  the  hearts  of  our 
people, who  had  to  go  through  such  a black  night  of 

In  my  Araericabook  a whole  chapter  is  dedicated  to 
you, your  picture  too  i is  in  my-book  and  1 have  now  the  translation  v/ith  me. So 
somebody  can  read  it  to  you. 


1 wrote  you  too  in  the  long  letter  1 sent  you  KM 
last  ye ar^ that  since  1 met  you  1 had  and  have  a absolutely  deaf  secretary, a 
very  lovely  girl, but  she  had  to  stay  in  Holland , because  it  was  impossible  to 
get  a"^Iace  xn  the  planejfor  her  too, You  know  we  Dutch  have  many  difficulties 
at  home  and  abroad, but  v/e  never  lost  our  courage. 


Kindest  regards , hoping  that  you  are  in  good  health 
and  that  1 may  have  the  honour  and  happyness  to  see  you  again  after  so  m. 
years, very  faithfully  yours. 


nfyw^ 


The  letter  1 received  from  you  when  1 was  in  a 
hospital  in  New-York  was  one  of  the  things  1 
saved  after  the  terrible  bombing  of  the  Haque 
by  English  pilots(T/ho  made  a mistake] ) 3. March  1945. 
Perhaps  you  can  imagine  what  terrible  impression  this 
^ e upon  a population  who  was  nearly  starving  after 

T ii^erwinter,when  we  got  only  400  gram  of  bi’wad 
Kg* of  pofafo’s  in  a wlioTo  wanir  t -% 

that  vour  j weaK.But  I am  always  glad 

your  picture  and  letter  didnot  get  lost. 


Janu-iry  13,  194? 


i 


Dear  *'188  Pob: 


)hen  you  reach  the  harvard 


Club  on  '.-edneadHy  ask  for  Mrs.  Henney  and 
the  ^Irl  at  the  door  will  take  care  of  you 
The  address  is  2?  ..ost  44  St.  and  we  shall 
expect  you  around  12:30.  'Iss  Keller,  ''iss 
rhomson,  and  1 are  all  looking  forward  to 
seeing  you. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


(''rs.  Keith  Henney) 


'las  ’ iry  Pos 
Prince  George  Hotel 
l4  ..ast  28  Street 
Hew  York  City,  N.Y. 


MR»  JUSXICE  JUfD  ]MR.  PRESlDEMX — At  the  AVhite  Rouse  during  the 
annual  official  call  on  the  President  by  members  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Asso- 
ciate Justice  Hugo  L.  Black  (left)  and  Mr.  Truman  exchange  a few  words. 


Od?-. 


ENVOYS — Europe>bound,  Helen  Keller  (left),  blind  and  deaf  worker  for  the 
handicapped;  Polly  Thompson,  her  co-worker,  and  John  G.  Winant,  U.  S. 
delegate  to  the  World  Trade  Conference  at  London,  talk  at  La  Guardia  Field. 
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FOR  THE  BLIND  — Helen  Keller,  desf  end  blind  since  infancy,  visits  war-maimed  children 
in  an  Italian  orphanage  during  a tour  of  Europe  to  investigate  the  needs  of  the  blind. 


3^  Pos  room  2215  Dutch  writer  and  joumali 

WALDORF-ASTORIA 


fARft  AN»  teXlN^TON  AVCNUCS 
A»^ANO  STKCfTS 

NEW  YORK  22.  N.  Y. 


Miss  Helen  Keiler 

(famous  writer  and  famous  in  many 

respects) 

West  Port 


I 

! 

I 


Connecticut 


0 0 R t S 5 


Mr.Booraer  pf  the  Waldorf  afeked  me  to  be 
his  guest  ,)did  I tell  you  that  already^Aad 
when  1.  came  there  was  a great  bouquet  of 
lowers  in  my  roomJiVhat  a difference  after 

™ too 

~ itot;i,Lre4i.[0;f  wonj^ng , toi  much  ancL 


■ leottres-  ft ">W 


fjy  dearest  Helen  and  Polly, 

This  monaing  I received  your  maa-vellous 
picture. I am  so  happy  with  it, I can‘t  tell  you  how. Thanks 
for  all  youi'  kindness, you  don't  know  what  it  was  for  me 
to  meet  you  again  after  so  many,  years  „of  longing. I hone 
the  ti-ard-ation  has  shown  yoS%y^Io^e°|-or  you, because  ^ 
people  told  me  the  ox’iginal  was  much  better, but  nearly 
alv/ays  a tr^slation  is  no§  so  good  as  the  original.  Mo  re 
over  there  is  written  more  about  you  in  my  book, much  mor< 
but  for  some  reason  she  didnot  translate  is. I think 
beacause  it  was  over  my  sickness  and  that  was  not  imnor^ 
enough  for  America.But  then  I told  my  about 

the  letter  you  sent  me, which  is  still '^S^of  my  dearest 
possesions. I even  have  made  a lantern  slight  of  it  ,so 
hundreds  of  times  overcrowded  halls  r»ad  what  you  wrote, 
Helen. That  is  the  power  of  the  personal  influence , which 
we  underestimate  so  often. 

friends, you  know  I never  shall  forget  you. I hope 

"to  see  you  again 

^d  then  a little  longer. You  know  I am  your  lifelong 

I I can  do  for  you, I am  anxious 

to  do  It. One  of  the  first  things  in  Holland  which  I like 

greetings  to  our  friend  Menten. 

^ terribly  shocked  by  the  accident  of 

i)enmark.Geyssendorfer,the  famous  pilo' 

I friends. I don't  like  to  fly  bac^,Lt 

and^ih^t^wh'^^  ,because  I am  aviation  Journalist  too 

Sd^hP  confidence  in  aviation’ll 

^ pilots, with  whom  I think  to  fly  back 
God  will  give  toe  a save 

v^  ^ mothfr.who  is  longing 

bS  ? again. 4 or  7 Febr.I  think  to  fl^ 

your  country  more  than  ever, I know  your 

in  mentalit5^^°+i^+v,^^'^^^^  sins, but  what  a differenc 
n mentality  with  the  peoples  of  South  America. Here  I 
reel  at  home. 

God  bless  you, dear  dear  friends, 

§se1^ss  from  your 
loving  faithfully  and 


ROBERT  L.  RAYMOND 
COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 


84  STATE  STREET 
BOSTON 


TEL.  LAFAYETTE  0295 


February  4,  1947 


Hiss  Helen  Keller, 
Arcan  Ridge, 
V/estport,  Ccnn. 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


I saw  in  the  paper  that  you  were  home  again  and  I 


also  had  seen  to  my  great  regret  that  there  had  been  a fire 
in  your  absence  which  destroyed  much  of  your  things  of  great 
value.  So  I wish  first  of  all  to  express  my  sjonpathy  on 
your  loss. 


tinue  to  get  letters  about  my  book  and  one  of  them  I am 
very  sure  would  please  you  so  I am  sending  you  a coi,y  of  it. 

I should  not  do  this  unless  the  letter,  which  is  from  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  women  in  Boston,  was  practically  all 
about  you  and  Mrs.  Macy  and  is,  1 thinlc,  a very  fine  tribute. 


Second,  what  impels  me  to  write  you  is  that  I con- 


'’’ith  very  best  regards  to  you  and  remembrances  to 


Miss  Thompson, 


RLR/b 
Enc . 


COPY 


Uplands 
Beverly  Parras 


Dear  Bob: 

I Wish  to  send  you  my  congratulations  for  writing 
such  a delightful  and  original  Autobiography. 

The  first  chapter,  "Two  IToble  Women",  thrilled  me 
as  my  admiration  for  Helen  Keller’s  genius  and  Annie  Sullivan 
Macy' s attainments  knows  no  bounds. 

The  three  most  inspiring  bits  of  20th  Century  prose 
I have  read  are:  Nella  Bradly' s biography,  "annie  Sullivan  Kacy" , 
Helen  Keller’s  "Journal",  and  the  tribute  by  Alexander  Woolcott 
to  Annie  Sullivan  Macy  in  "Long,  Long  Ago".  The  last  two 
having  been  part  of  a programme  I have  read  at  our  Reading 
Club  here  and  in  Boston. 

Thanking  you  for  the  pleasure  you  have  given  me. 

Very  sincerely, 

TRADJA  D.  POST 


Ill  Fifth  Streetf  Clarden  City,  New  York 
February  12,  19^7 


Dear  'r.  Raymond, 

■'ls8  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to  acknowledge 
your  kind  letter  of  February  4.  I take  ^^reat  pleasure  in  doing 
so,  not  only  because  I have  heard  her  speak  of  you  many  times 
with  affection,  but  also  because  of  the  heart-warming  reference 
in  ''’rs.  Post's  letter  to  my  book  about  her  teacher,  Mrs,  Macy. 

You  will  be  Interested  to  know  that  friends  of 
'UsB  Keller's  have  banded  together  to  replace  her  house.  Kvery- 
ohlng  was  destroyed  and  the  things  that  mattered  most--her  nanuscriptE 
for  example,  and  her  files — cannot  be  replaced.  She  and  '^iss  Thomson 
are  now  living  in  Westport  in  the  house  of  a friend.  They  must 
leave  it  in  June  and  they  do  not  know  yet  where  they  will  go. 

Meantime  '^iss  Keller  has  her  working  tools — Braille  writer,  type- 
writer, etc. — and  is  carrying  on  her  campaign  for  the  blind, 
working  like  a beaver  at  her  correspondence,  and  shopping  for 
necessities  like  safety  pins,  paper  clips,  stockings,  shoes,  and 
nearly  everything  else  you  might  mention. 

She  sends  you  her  affectionate  greetings, 

. Sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Robert  L.  Raymond 
84  state  St. 

Boston,  ''ass. 


ropy 


January  29,  194H. 

Dear  ITolen, 

I did  not.  get  a chance  to  explain  to  you 
how  we  expected  to  use  Mr.  Stone. 

Mr.  Stone  has  heen  employed 
jointly  by  American  lounda  tion  for 
Cverseas  Blind  a nd  American  F'ounda  — 
tion  for  the  Blind  with  the  under- 
standinj;  he  will  he  will  try  to  find 
new  sources  of  inoono  for  the  Founda  tion 
outside  those  we  ha  ve  been  dra  winj 
on.  He  comes  to  us  with  a very  good 
record  of  service  with  the  national 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis. 

Fe  is  a man  of  aboiit  52  yea  rs  of 

age  and  quite  a pleasing  personal— 

5. ty . I sincerely  hope  tha  t hot/ 
your  value  to  the  Founda  tion  will 
bo  increased  because  for  several 
years  I ha  ve  had  a feeling  your  time 


ROC-H-E  5T-E  R 
M I N N-ESOTA 


H O T € L KA  H L C R 
ROCH-EST-ER  , MIN  N. 


AND  OPER  AXING 

MOTEL  KAHLE  R -MOTEL  ZUMBRO  HOTEL  OAMON  KAHLEB  MOS  PITA  L 
COLONIAL  HOSPITAL  - WORRALL  HOSPITAL  CURIE  HOSPITAL 
COLLEGE  APA  RT  N/IENTS  Z U M B R O A P A RT  M E NT  S ZUMSRO 
CAFETERIA  MODEL  LAUNORV  • ROCH  EST  E R DIET  K ITC  HEN 
KAHLER  SCHOOL  OF  NURSING 


OWNING 


Copy 


and  name  Ua  d 'heon  wasted,  or  at 
lea  St  not  used  to  its  fullest  possibili 
ties,  Now  we  v;ill  ha  ve  a hi^hgrade 
man  who  will  bo  lying  awake  nights 
thinking  about  the  Kounda  tion's 
financial  problems,  and  I hope  that  you 
and  he  will  both  like  each  other. 

If  we  could  ha  ve  had  him  three 
months  a t^o  I feel  the  1.  F.  0. 

B.'s  inmedia  te  finanoia  1 problems 
might  be  approaching  solution.  As 
it  is,  too  much  ca  nno+  be  accom- 
plished before  you  lea  ve  . 

After  you  return  big  thini^s  should 
be  done  if  you  feel  equal  to  the 
effort  after  knocking  about  the  whole 
world  for  a year.  Anyv;a  y Mr.  Stone 
will  take  up  his  duties  on  Februa  ry 
2nd  and  not  long  after  tha  t I would 
like  to  ha  ve  him.  meet  you. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


rob  I rw  in 


quPT  0^<ix 


Depart^-iant  of  State, 


In  reply  rof»r  to  ■ Ar^^rnOTon. 

lEP  April  13,  1940, 


1^  dear  ulas  Keller: 

The  Depart;  ent  of  State  ie  oxtreriely  Inter^ated  In 
your  trip  to  the  huat,  not  only  beoauee  of  your  anncninoed 
purpose  of  oonsultlnc  with  per'  cna  roaijonelble  for  the  oare  of 
the  blind  In  the  vurioue  oountrlee  you  will  visit,  but  also  be» 
oause  activities  such  hb  this  are  valuable  In  furtherlnc  Inter- 
national frlondrhlp  end  rmdorstundlng* 

The  Anerloon  Foundation  for  the  Plind  has  Infoisaed 
the  epert  ont  that  you  pl^n  to  spend  two  days  at  Uanila.  e 
foal  q^to  certain  that  both  the  ihlllpr  ine  Officials  and  the 
Filipino  people  will  bo  dellj^ted  and  honored  by  a visit  frean  you 
and  most  receptive  to  your  iJeas  and  odvloo  as  to  the  oare  and 
opport  nltios  that  should  bo  given  to  t’^e  blind. 

If  It  wore  possible  to  prolon(3  yo^:r  stay  of  tw>  days. 

It  is  felt  that  It  v^ould  rrove  a helpful  us  well  as  a diploioatlo 
(5S"ture,  The  Hepubllo  being  so  ne.  ly  oreated  Is  umriaunlly  sensi- 
tive as  refjards  its  Inportanoe  to  the  United  States, 

Your  contribution ’tis  been  so  great  to  the  blind  In  fcJie 
United  States  and  the  feeling  of  your  fellow  Aaerloens  toward  yuu 
Is  one  of  8\HJh  sincere  gratitude  beoa-’se  of  your  eontrlhutlon  to  Its 
social  probloKis  that  It  seei.is  eortaln  that  tiie  Filipinos  sharing  as  they 
do  so  many  Ideas  In  coniuon  with  us,  would  appreciate  your  being  able 
to  arrarjgo  to  extend  the  length  of  your  visit  to  their  country  oore 
in  oonfowulty  with  •our  visits  elsewhere.  ’ 

The  Depart;  lent  \?ould  appreciate  being  Informed  of  your 
decision  In  the  matter. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Sgd.)  EARL  A.  DK^^IIS 

Acting  Assistant  <Jblef 
Division  of  International 
xohange  of  Persons. 


Mins  Helen  Keller, 

In  care  of  Mr.  a.j,  Harris, 

Royal  Tydnsy  Blind  Institution, 
v.llllom  Street, 

Sydney.  Australia. 


xl  27,  X74. 

Dr.  Helen  Keller 

Poyal  Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institute 
William  & Boomerang  Streets 
Sydney,  Australia 

Deer  Helen: 

We  held  a meeting  of  the  Executive  Comuittee  of  the  Foundation  yesterday— 
the  fir^t  one  since  you  left.  At  this  meeting  the  members  corrected  the 
former  Resolution  giving  you  a leave  of  absence  for  one  year  instead  of 
nine  months.  Everybody  had  understood  that  you  vented  a leave  for  nine 
months  at  the  time  the  Board  took  action  before.  There  was  no  intention  of 
curtailing  your-  leave.  Everyone  expressed  the  hope  that  you  are  having 
a satisfactory  trip.  Ve  all  realize  that  you  give  \/ork  for  the  blind  a 
great  lift  vrherever  you  go. 

I saw  a young  v.oman  from  Lebanon  the  other  day,  and  she  expressed  the 
hope  that  you  might  visit  her  country  when  you  are  in  the  Near  Ecist. 

Everything  is  moving  tilong  satisfactorily  here  thous,h  money  is  coming  in 
rather  slowly.  Your  visit  to  Washington,  D.C.  was  very  worth  while.  The 
children  in  the  schools  of  that  city  hiave  rsl  ed  ?,2,990.  so  far  for  braille 
slates,  and  we  have  shipped  them  to  Poland,  Yugoslavia,  Siam,  Hungary, 
and  some  will  go  to  Indonesia. 

With  slncerest  best  wishes  to  you  and  Polly,  I am 

lours. 


BOB  IRWIN 


FORM  S-SGM-11-4a 


Inter-Office  correspdndence 


td: 


reference; 


November  EQ  1948. 


i^ear  oister  Helen  and  xolly; 


-i.avia  has  just  read  me  Mrs^etter  with  the  good  news  that 
i^ou  are  getting  along  all  right  and  i will  send  it  to  oister  Mildred 
as  soon  as  1 have  a chance  to  read  it  over  when  1 get  home  tonight. 

1 know  that  you  both  will  take  the  precautions  the  doctors 
have  set  out  and  I feel  so  much  better  about  you  myself  that  1 want 
to  get  out  the  middle  of  the  street>  throw  my  hat  up  in  the  air  and 
"yippee"  ( yell)  like  a regl/lar  Texan.  it 

fie  have  spent  some  anxious  days  thinking  about  you  "youngsters 
and  fretting  about  what  if  anytning  we  could  do  in  a material  way  to 
help  out.  oince  this  last  letter  has  come  from  itrs  Kenney  1 feel  a lot 
better  and  tnis  bright  sun  shiney  day  is  a lot  brighter  than  it  was 
an  hour  ago. 

I had  to  laugh  when  Mrs  Kenney  said  the  Doctor  had  ordered 
you  both  to  lose  10  pounds.  Mot  of  course  at  the  order  which  I am  s;ire 
you  will  both  do  your  best  to  comply  with  but  of  the  fact  tnat  in 
past  few  days  I had  requested  one  company  to  send  you  a box  of 
praelines  ( pecan  candy  ) and  another  to  send  you  a sack  of  pecans  and 
still  another  to  send  you  a basket  of  grapefruit,  .anyway  the  fruit  will 
be  good  for  you  and  just  a ta sts  of  pecans  or  candy  wont  huut  . 

/.s  you  may  be  able  to  feel  from  tone  of  this  iettsr  I am 
really  feeling  high  myself  today  and  I sure  do  appreciate  Mrs  Kenneys 
letter.  If  there  is  anything  1 can  do  please  let  me  know  and 
God  Bless  you  all  . — — 


Your  affectionate  brother 


’ I B KelieV 


3249  NEWARKSTREET 
WASHINGTON  8.  D.  C. 
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THORNTON  C,  FRY 
•463  WEST  ST. 
NEW  YORK  \A,  N.  Y 


May  13,  1949 


MISS  HELEN  KELLER 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 


Dear  Helen: 

Did  you  think  I had  forgotten  the  matter 
of  inviting  you  to  the  Laboratories?  Actually,  I 
discussed  the  matter  at  once  with  Mr.  Honaman  who 
handles  arrangements  for  visitors,  and  Dr.  Bown  who 
is  our  Director  of  Research,  and  they  were  of  course 
tremendously  pleased  that  you  should  care  to  come. 

The  difficulty  has  been  that  there  were  several  large 
and  protracted  conferences  during  April  and  May,  and 
it  was  not  easy  to  find  a suitable  date.  We  have 
just  now  been  able  to  find  a date  which  is  open  for 
all  of  us  who  want  to  welcome  you.  I hope  it  will 
also  be  agreeable  to  you. 

Thursday,  June  9,  is  the  suggested  date. 

If  you  and  Polly  could  come  in  at,  say,  10:00  or 
10:30,  I would  meet  you  at  Grand  Central  Station 
and  we  would  drive  to  Murray  Hill,  New  Jersey,  where 
our  research  laboratory  is  located.  You  will  find 
this  location  much  more  interesting  than  the  New  York 
building  in  which  I work.  The  trip  to  Marray  Hill 
takes  a little  over  an  hour,  so  we  would  have  an  op- 
portunity to  see  one  or  two  things  before  lunch. 

Mr.  Bown  has  asked  that  we  take  lunch  with  him  and 
a very  few  members  of  his  department,  which  will  af- 
ford a breathing  spell  and  an  opportunity  to  rest 
weary  feet.  In  the  afternoon,  we  plan  to  show  you 
several  other  interesting  activities  and  deliver  you 
back  in  New  York  at  a respectably  early  hour. 

If  there  are  any  of  our  scientists  of  whose 
work  you  have  heard  and  whom  you  would  particularly 
like  to  meet,  please  let  me  know  and  we  will  try  to 
arrange  it  for  you.  And,  of  course,  if  the  date 
which  we  have  chosen  is  inconvenient  we  will  arrange 
another. 


2 


I am  hoping  that  Louise  will  be  able  to 
go  with  us  on  the  trip,  and  she  extends  a cordial 
invitation  to  you  and  Polly  to  have  dinner  with  us 
in  the  evening. 

With  very  best  personal  regards, 
Sincerely  yours. 


A 

// 


V yv 
/ 


E S B E C 


202  WEST  70TH  STREET 
IV  E W YORK  2 :i  , IV  . Y . 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 

* / Westport,  Connecticutt 


August  15,  1949 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 


In  the  absence  of  my  wife.  Dr.  Jon  Carter  Coveil,  I am  writ- 
ing you  concerning  a project  in  which  she  is  engaged  ac- 
tively. The  author  of  books  on  Japanese  art  and  culture, 
"Under  the  Seal  of  Sesshu" , "Sesshu  Paintings  in  America", 
and  "Sbibmi  - More  than  Bread,  More  than  Life"  she  is  as- 
sociated with  many  others  in  a large  project.  In  brief,  a 
minber  of  people  Interested  in  Japanese  art  and  culture  are 
laying  the  groundwork  for  bringing  to  America  a travelling 
exhibit  of  Japanese  paintings  similar  in  scope  to  the  show- 
ing of  European  art  that  followed  the  ending  of  hostilities 
in  Germany.  Only  in  this  case  it  will  be  by  mutual  agree- 
ment and  understanding  with  the  Japanese  Government  and  pri- 
vate owners  of  great  works  of  art  in  Japan. 

I am  v/riting  you  because  not  only  are  you  known  to  be  inter- 
ested in  the  culture  of  the  orient,  but  also  because  you 
have  visited  Japan  and  General  MacArthur  rather  recently. 

I had  the  good  fortune  to  spend,  seven  months  in  Tokyo  as 
an  officer  on  General  MacArthur 's  staff  and  became  very  much 
interested  in  the  conversion  of  our  late  enemies  into  friends 
ard  follovjers  of  our  democratic  way  of  life.  It  is  the  hope 
of  those  to  whom  I referred  that  such  an  exhibit  not  only 
will  re-awaken  Americans  to  the  finer  side  of  the  Japanese 
but  also  will  instill  in  the  latter  a feeling  of  confidence 
in  and  closeness  to  America,  something  very  desirable  at 
this  time. 

Among  an  impressive  group  which  is  anxious  to  see  this  idea 
come  to  fruition  are  Phyllis  Ackerman,  Mrs.  Sidney  C.  Berg, 
Mrs.  Yosei  Amemya,  Pearl  Buck,  Dr.  John  Dev/ey,  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick,  Hon.  Jospejih  C.  Grew,  and  Frank  Lloyd  Wright,  also 
the  J.  P.  Morgan  Library.  There  is  a long  list,  but  we 
shoiiLd  like  very  much  to  add  your  name  to  it.  This  will  not 
obligate  you  for  money,  nor  even  time  if  you  are  unable  to 
give  it.  Frankly,  one  problem  is  to  Interest  Gen.  MacArthur 
in  the  idea,  and  as  a recent  visitor  to  his  headquarters, 
we  believe  your  endorsement  would  be  valuable.  As  yet  the 
committee  is  not  formally  set  up  nor  has  it  any  name,  but 
must  adopt  one  soon.  It  would  be  fine  if  your  name  could 


be  included  on  the  initial  committee.  Also,  if  you  have  a 
suggestion  for  a good  name  we  should  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  exhibit,  when  gathered  together,  may 
be  shown  first  in  Tokyo  where  many  Japanese  v;ho  never  have 
had  a chance  to  see  the  privately-owned  masterpieces  may 
see  them  and  also  gain  an  understanding  of  what  a fine  ges- 
ture of  international  friendship  this  will  be.  On  arrival 
in  this  country  it  is  hoped  to  show  the  collection  in  our 
own  Capital,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston  before  going 
on  toirr  to  smaller  centers.  Of  course  there  are  a great 
qiany  problems  to  be  worked  out  but  first  the  approval  of 
General  MacArthur  and  the  Japanese,  not  to  say  authorities 
here,  must  be  obtained  before  details  can  be  settled. 

May  I hear  from  you  soon^ 


111  Vernon  Avenue 
•Yonkers  4,  New  York 


(Major,  Mil  Intel  Res) 


MEDICINE 


i Life  & Death 

With  the  nation’s  interest  in  the  rights 
& wrongs  of  "mercy  killing”  quickened 
by  the  trial  of  Dr.  Hermann  Sander 
(see  National  Affairs),  a doctor  in 
Cambridge,  Mass,  last  week  offered,  in 
a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  New  York 
Times,  some  purely  professional  objec- 
tions to  legalized  euthanasia: 

. . Mercy  killing  would  require  the 
fonsent  of  the  patient,  a judge  and  a 
board  of  physicians  . . . 

"From  personal  e.xperience  I know  how 
easilv  these  patients  can  be  influenced, 
debilitated  as  they  are  by  a long  illness  . . . 
Aside  from  the  inability  of  the  patient  to 
make  an  intelligent  decision,  knowing  as 
he  does  nothing  about  the  disease  process 
and  being  too  easily  swayed  by  those 
about  him.  there  is  another  situation  which 
he  faces  that  is  not  usually  mentioned. 
The  unsellish  patients  would  feel  a moral 
obligation  to  have  themselves  ‘eliminated’ 
in  order  that  funds  earmarked  for  their 
terminal  care  might  be  used  by  their  fam- 
ilies for  other  purposes;  while  the  selfish 
patient,  enjoying  the  sacrifices  he  imposed 
on  his  family,  would  never  ask  for  his  own 
death,  merciful  or  otherwise. 

“As  to  the  judge,  I am  sure  that  the  en- 
lightened magistrate  would  leave  the  final 
decision  to  doctors  and  implicate  himself 
as  little  as  possible  . . . 

“It  is  stated  that  an  impartial  board  of 
three  doctors  would  pass  on  the  evidence 
presented  by  the  physician.  The  obvious 
drawback  to  this  arrangement  is  that  there 
doubtless  exist  communities  where  it 
..ould  be  difficult  to  find  three  doctors 
who  knew  enough  medicine,  were  suffi- 
ciently unbiased  and  were  willing  to  take 
the  time  to  examine  the  data  carefully  so 
that  their  decision  would  be  an  independ- 
ent one  and  not  merely  reflect  the  view  of 
the  patient's  physician. 

“.As  for  plans  which  would  introduce  the 
■ relatives  as  a fourth  party  to  the  deed,  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  would  give  kinsmen 
who  were  eager  to  read  the  will  an  unfair 
advantage. 

“One  heinous  result  of  this  [proposed] 
legislation  is  something  which  the  average 
layman  has  doubtless  not  considered.  That 
is.  what  effect  would  the  actual  commis- 
sion of  the  'mercy-killing'  have  on  the  doc- 
tor who  performed  it?  . . . Soon  the  med- 
ical iirofession  would  lose  the  healthy 
bloom  associated  with  the  bringing  forth 
and  maintaining  of  life  and  it  would  ac- 
quire some  of  the  unsocial,  morbid  air 
surrounding  the  hangman's  trade  . . . 

"Soon  the  indications  for  euthanasia 
would  be  broadened  to  include  all  cases 
which  fell  in  the  group  of  ‘untreatable' 
disCiTses.  Children  unable  to  see.  speak 
or  hear  would  eventually  be  included.  1 
would  rather  help  to  suiiiiort.  even  at 
great  .sacrifice,  a thou.sand  invalids  than 
be  partner  in  the  demise  of  one  Helen 
Keller.”  ~ 

TIME,  MARCH  13.  1950 
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DEN  HAAG,  the  6 April  1950. 

PR  I N S es S EO R AC H T 26 
T EI-.  mood 


Miss  KSLL5R, 

Famous  American  writer 

Congres  de  1 'U .N. J.3 . C . 0.  for  Braille, 

PARIS . France. 


Ij  dear  Helen, 

Do  you  remember  that  we  were  in  contact  together  before 
and  after  the  war  in  the  U.3.A.?  Hundred  of  times  I spoke  about  you, 
your  teacher  Anne  Sullivan  en  Folly  in  my  lectures.  Perhaps  you  know 
I have  a special  lecture  about  you,  Anne  en  Polly,  with  very  interes- 
ting lantern-slides.  j\nd  even  this  morning  I spoke  about  you  in  a mee- 
ting of  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls. 


What  I regret  so  very  much  now  is  the  fact  that  I was  in 
Prance  visiting  Dutch  kolonies  of  farmers  in  this  countrj^  and  half  an 
hour  after  my  departure  from  Paris  I read  in  the  train  that  you  and 
Polly  were  in  France!  Helen  I could  cry!  This  last  weekend  I was  in 
Paris,  you  both  were  there  too  and  I did  not  know  it.  You  do  not  know 
how  many  times  I was  thinking  of  you  and  Polly.  Fy  America-book,  which 
contains  too  a whole  chapter  ibout  you,  got  its  fourth  edition. 

I re^d  in  the  paper  that  you  v/ere  verj'-  well,  looking  youn- 
ger than  ever  and  that  Polly  was  radiant!  Still  going  strong  both!  My 
life  is  perhaps  as  bjisy  as  yours.  Last  year  I made  a trip  through  the 
Nilevalley,  sleeping  on  the  roofs  of  the  mud-houses  and  deep  impressio- 
ned  by  the  bad  conditions  of  living  of  the  poor  fellah's,  (the  Nile- 
valley-fai'mers)  . I was  a.o.  the  guest  of  a Dutch  young  woman  who  quite 
alone  lives  among  them,  twelve  years  already  as  the  only  Tiuropean  of 
thet  part  of  Dgypt , so  yoimg  little  and  slender  and  head  of  a flouris- 
hing Prot . Missionschool . The  same  idealism  I found  with  her  as  you 
possesses . 

Dearest  Helen,  I am.  sure  you  are  terribly  busy,  I hope 
Polly  will  find  time  to  read  my  letter  and  to  spell  the  contains  in  your 
hand.  If  possible  please  give  me  a line  back. 

Do  you  come  this  time  to  our  country'?  You  loiow  you  have 
here  m.any  many  friends  and  admirers  and  among  them  me! 


(/  Lr-CA. 


A kiss  on  both  your  soft  cheeks  and  Polly  the  same. 
Gods  Blessing  for  you  both  and  much  love 

your 
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' C.  Leonard  Pfeiffer 

15  West  45th  Street 
New  York  i 9,  N.  Y. 

December  I9  19§0 


Mlsfl  •^olly  ihoiaaoo, 
f-.oute  Mo  1 , 

Westport,  conn. 

•^ear  Polly: 

It  was  a real  plsaus-sx-e  to  see  Helen  and^ou 
today.  I an  pleased  to  hear  that  you  were  not  disappointed 
in  Mr.  Feder. 

At  Michel's  suggestion,  ^ an  enclosing  tvro  Copies 
of  the  liltle  brochure,  and  I would  appreciate  your 
returning  to  ne  the  Copy  with  release  , signed  by  Helen 
and  witnessed  by  you,  as  this  makes  it  , as  we  might  say  , 
"Official  ". 

I want  to  take  this  ooportunity  to  again  wxpress 
to  you  both  my  appreciation  for  your  wonderful  support  in 
our  efforts  to  give  American  women  high-class  perfunes. 

I do  hope  to  see  you  on  Friday  afternoon  in 
the  country  or  Saturday  morning  in  town.  I shall  ‘phone  you. 

V71t^!\,  all  good  wishes  for  the  Holidays, 

Sincerely, 


P.S  Please  excuse  ay  poor  typing. ...  Naturally  the  copy 
will  not  be  used  until  about  the  first  of  April. 

CLP 


Wii'- 


qA  Message  from 

Michel  ^ascjuier 


Spring  1951 


Dear  Madame : 

To  Helen  Keller  we  all  owe  a dcbl  of  gratitude  for  helping 
us  to  realize  the  blessings  we  enjoy  in  the  full  possession  of  our 
senses. 

As  a professional  perfumer,  1 feel  it  was  a great  privilege 
for  me  to  have  observed  Helen  Keller’s  phenomenal  sense  of 
smell.  You  have  doubtless  read  her  article  in  the  March  issue 
of  the  LADIES’  HOME  JOURNAL  entitled  “The  World 
Through  Three  Sen.ses.”  May  I quote  the  following  lines  from 
this  article: 

Last  ciiiliimn  I attended  a gathering  in  Westport  Connecti- 
cut, where  a professional  perfumer  from  New  York  talked 
most  interestingly  about  the  distillation  of  flower  fragrances. 
He  gave  us  all  what  he  called  the  "blind  test"  to  see  how 
many  floral  perfumes  we  could  identify.  He  presented  to 
each  of  us  eight  fragrances  on  little  blotters  or  "Whip 
Sachets",  rose,  carnation,  honeysuckle,  lily  of  the  valley, 
lilac,  gardenia,  jasmin  and  violet.  Every  one  complimented 
me  on  my  ability  to  name  correctly  seven  of  the  eight  Power 
fragrances.  / found  out  that  most  women  can  identify  only 
one  or  two  of  the  "whip  sachets". 

How  much  I prize  a letter  dated  September  fifteenth,  1949, 
in  which  this  universally  beloved  woman  wrote  me: 

Dear  Monsietir, 

Last  night  was  indeed  an  occasion  of  special  pleasure 
for  me.  I enjoyed  the  "blind  test."  It  vra.?  ea.ty  for  me  to 
recognize  the  .scents  of  your  "whip  sachets,"  and  I um  de- 
lighted over  the  .skill  svith  which  you  reproduce  these  ex- 
quisite  Poral  fragrances.  / congratulate  you  on  the  delicate 
proce.s.ses  by  which  you  entrap  e.s.sences  of  Powers  in  sati.sfy- 
ing  perfumes. 


Sinc(>  my  childhood  I have  revelled  in  the  odors  of 
rose,  carnation,  lily  of  the  valley,  jasmin  and  violet  . . . 
flower  essences  send  thrills  of  delight  dancing  through 
me,  and  I hope  that  by  patient  observation  many  women 
may  gain  that  thrill  of  enjoyment. 

With  kindest  greetings,  and  with  the  pleasant  prospect 
oj  using  your  distillations,  I am. 


It  is  in  the  spring  that  our  love  for  flower  odors  is  rekindled. 
And  your  Personal  Perfumer  is  pleased  to  offer  you  these  same 
authentic  floral  fragrances  in  finest  concentrated  cologne; 

Carnation 

Honeysuckle 

Gardenia 

Jasmin 

Lilac 

Lily-of-the-Vallcy 

Rose 

Violet 

The  “blind  test”  is  also  available  to  you  in  the  Garden 
Bouquet  Assortment  of  the  “Whiff  Sachets”  which  includes  all 
eight  floral  fragrances.  May  I suggest  that  you  cultivate  your 
sense  of  smell  — see  how  many  you  can  identify! 

To  be  a purveyor  to  Helen  Keller  and  other  distinguished 
women  is  my  most  valued  honor. 


Sincerely  yotirs, 

(Signed)  Helen  Keller 


Faithfully, 


Your  Personal  Perfumer 


‘^anuary  2h,  19^1 


Dear  Miss  •‘■hompson; 

Please  forgive  my  typing  this  letter  to  you,  but  my  writing  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

I am  so  sorry  that  you  have  had  the  trouble  of  sending  my  things 
to  me.  -Bverz-thing,  except  my  shoes,  were  received  yesterday  and 
they  will  probably  follow  soon.  Such  a bother,  and  the  last  thing 
that  ^ wished  to  happen. 

Wo  matter  -vdiat  has  happened  I want  you  to  know  that  I loved  meet- 
ing you  and  Helen  Keller,  and  I appreciate  your  kindness  to  me 
under  the  circumstances.  I feel  that  things  were  badly  managed, 
sometimes  friends,  trying  to  the  right  thing,  can  upset  more 
then  anything  else.  It  is  impossible  to  run  someone  elses  life 
for  them. 

As  for  myself,  it  was  a wonderful  experience  just  knowing  you 
both,  and  ^ know  that  I shall  be  better  off  back  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  I am  busy  looking  for  a position  and  am  sure 
that  I shall  find  something. 

Hlease  tell  ^len  Keller  how  much  I enjoyed  being  vdth  her,  and 
I shall  always  remember  her  with  a greater  appreciation  of  life. 

■‘'hanking  you  again  for  your  kindness  to  me. 


Most  sincerely. 


P.  S.  hen  you  receive  notice  that  my  things  have  arrived  from 
Miami  Would  appreciate  your  letting  Miss  Pratt  know.  I shall 
carry  on  from  that  point. 


September  21,1951 


M AYO  CLINIC 

ROCHESTER,  MINNESOTA 


SURGICAL  SECTION 
or 

C.  F.  DIXON,  M.  D, 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

Since  I have  heard  nothing  from  you  I 

do  not  know  whether  or  not  you  have  been  lost  in  the  wilds  of  Africa.  However 
I do  know  that  you  must  have  been  kept  very  busy  since  your  return.  If  you 
have  time  give  me  a call  or  write  me  as  to  how  you  are. 


you  to  return  for  reviews?  We 


Incidentally,  is  it  not  about  time  for 
shall  be  most  pleased  to  have  you  come  anytime. 


Joanie  is  in  school  at  Charlottesville ,Va. 
this  year,  so  irhen  we  go  east  we  shall  not  be  as  far  from  you  as  it  seems 


from  hero  and  we 

hope. 

that  we  can  get 

up 

to  see  you  or  that  you 

can  meet  us 

at  Williamsburg. 

We 

of  course  want 

to 

hear  about  your  latest 

trip 

too  • 

With 

ve 

ry  best  love  from  Claire 

and 

me  , 

Very  truly. 


M.D. 


EC 


C.  B.  POWELL,  M.D. 

2340  8th  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


November  6,  1951 


Miss  Polly  Thompson 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Mj''  dear  Polly: 

This  'thank  you'  note  Is  belated,  but 
carries  the  same  v;arm  feeling  as  a timely  one  would. 

Please  believe  (and  please  tell  Helen) 
that  Lena  and  I had  a very,  very  pleasant  time  at  the 
party  Saturday.  It  was  so  much  fun,  and  we  hated  to 
see  It  end.  It  was  nice,  to  say  the  least,  to  talk 
with  so  many  swell  people.  At  this  time,  I cannot 
remember  the  name  of  the  author,  but  conversing  with 
her  was  wonderful  and  enlightening.  Mr  Byron  Dexter 
was  a wonderful  person  (as  was  everyone  there),  and 
he  mailed  me  a copy  of  his  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS,  which  I 
find  completely  educating. 

Please  give  our  love  to  Helen  and  to 
yourself.  I hope  that  we  shall  be  seeing  you  both  real 
soon  again. 


With  warm  regards  and  best  wishes,  I remain 
Very  truly  yours, 

C.  B.  POWELL 
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Dear  Mrs.  Heimey: 

Polly  asked  me  to  give  you  the  enclosed  copy  of 
letter.  The  original  has  been  given  to  Mr.  Barnett. 


Tusciimbia , Alabama 
February  21,  1952 


You  are  probably  avmro,  and  it  is  hoped  with  much  interest,  tiiat  the  City 
of  Tuscumbia  has  purchased  the  site  of  the  birthplace  of  Helen  Keller.  This 
place  contains  approximately  ten  acres  of  together  v/ith  the  home  and 

little  office.  This  office,  as  a matter  of  expeidiency,  was  the  actual  place 
of  birth.  H6v;ever,  it  was  considered  just  another  room  of  the  home  and  a place 
for  quietude  since  two  families  and  some  visitors  quite  well  filled  the  home  at 
the  time  of  the  birth  of  Helen  Keller.  It  appears  that  through  some  misunderstanding 
"The  Little  Office"  is  considered  to  be  the  hone  of  Helen  Keller.  It  was  used 
strictly  by  the  Keller  family  as  an  office  and  as  an  improvised  bedroom  at  the  time. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  City  of  Tuscumbia  to  repair,  restore  and  maintain  this 
place  for  use  by  the  public  and  it  is  planned  to  dedicate  it  as  a shrine  to 
the  memorj'  of  Helen  Keller.  The  ultimate  goal  is  to  arrange  a Helen  Keller  Foun- 
dation vfith  a trust  fund  to  place  tlie  shrine  on  a perpetual  care  basis.  In  the 
meantime,  there  remains  an  untold  amount  of  planning  and  work  to  be  accomplished, 
requiring  much  thought  and  resolute  determination  to  overcome  the  many  obstacles 
as  they  appear  from  time  to  time. 

The  City  Commission,  by  resolution,  has  created  a Helen  Keller  Property  Board 
to  ass'ane  the  responsibility  to  repair,  restore,  maintain  and  operate  the  Helen 
Keller  Shrine.  This  Board  will  be  composed  of  seven  members  to  be  appointed  by 
the  City  Coituni ssion.  At  this  time  we  have  four  members:- 

John  B.  Sockwell,  Robert  B.  Hurston,  Vi.  R.  IrVilliams  and  D.  L.  Wilson 

In  the  beginning  the  Board  has  very  little  more  than  a vivid  imagination 
and  a zeal  for  the  task  ahead  of  us.  We  fully  realize  the  ultimate  success  will 
depend  largely  upon  the  attitude  of  our  people  and  their  v/illingness  to  share  -the 
responsibility  and  to  join  with  us  in  working  faithfully. 

The  members  of  the  Board  ha-vb  a feeling  that  the  united  effort  of  the  V/omen' s 
Clubs  of  Tuscumbia  would  provide  a desired  impetus  to  arouse  the  interest  and 
concern  of  our  people  to  a degree  that  would  be  v/ithout  precedent  in  our  community. 
Our  project  has  possibilities  without  limit.  The  illustrious  and  incomparable 
Helen  Keller,  whom  we  seek  to  honor,  could  very  well  be  named  the  First  Lady  of 
Alabama  for  All  Time;  therefore,  we  are  without  competition  in  Alabama  or  the 
entire  region  of  the  Southland, 

The  general  idea,  at  this  time,  is  to  follov/  the  plan  of  The  Hermitage  in 
Nashville;  i.e.,  for  restorinr*  to  original  s-tate  the  existing  buildinrs  and  at 
least  -two  othe's,  the  carriage  house  and  smoke  house,  also  the  ice  house. 

During  the  year  1950  there  were  approximately  100,000  visitors  registered 
at  Wilson  Dam  to  see  TVA  operations.  With  that  reservoir  of  people  to  draw  from 
toge-ther  with  additional  thousands  v:ho  are  more  than  ever  interested  in  Helen 
Keller  and  her  marvelous  achievements,  you  will  readily  anpreciate  what  an  oppor- 
tuni-ty  is  ours  when  the  Helen  Keller  Shrine  is  dedicated  and  adequate  publicity  is 
given  to  it  through  all  the  sources  now  available  -to  us. 

The  sincere  request  of  the  Board  would  be  for  every  Civic,  Study  tmd  Garden 
Club,  together  v;i-th  all  other  organizations  in  Tuscimbia,  to  place  the  Helen 
Keller  Shrine  high  on  the  agenda  for  their  consideration  and  immediate  endeavor. 

Earnestly  soliciting  your  interest,  questions  and  suggestions,  we  are  - 

HEI.EN  KELLER  PROPERTY  BOARD 

by  (signed)  D.  L.  Wilson 

Temporary  Chairman 


209  South  Milton  Jtreot 
TuGCumbia,  Alabama 
March  11,  I952 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen 


I'm  sura  you  will  be  surprised  to  hear  from  me  again, 
tnat  your  receipt  of  my  letter  will  be  as  welcomed  as 
in  the  writing  of  it.  I am  the  v.-oman  who  sent  you  the 
v,umbia  last  year  in  the  name  of  the  Community  Center, 


and  I trust 
my  feeling  of  vfarmth 
scenic  plate  of  Tus- 


I received  in  tne  mail  last  evening  a letter  which  is  self-explanator^r,  and 
I an  taking  the  pleasure  of  sending  it  to  you  in  order  that  vou  mav  k^ow 
just  how  your  own  hometown  feels  about  your  birthplace.  I suppose' this  lett<^r 
went  out  to  qui.e  a few  people  v/ho  are  extremely  interested  in  the  town,  and 
devoted  to  you.  I am  concerned  with  every  good  civic  movement,  and  I must 
confess  to  you  that  my  zeal  for  the  Keller  Home  to  become  a shrine  is  remembered 
bj  all  concerned.  I somehow  felt  that  you  would  welcome  this  letter. 

Last  year  I wrote  you  concerning  a visit  with  me  as  guest  in  mv  home, 
and  your  secrotary,  also.  To  date,  I have  not  received  a w/ord'from  -■'ou  in 
regard  to  the  possibility  of  your  making  such  a trip  south, 

sreat-great  granddaughter  of  Michael  and  Sene  Dickson 
the  first  white  settlers  of  Tuscumbia,  in  the  year  1815,  and  quite  naturally 
the  history  of  Tuscumya  is  an  obsession  with  me.  I love  to  write  about  the 
peop  0 v/ho  have  contributed  so  much  to  our  community  life,  reaching-  far  tack 
into  ys  annals  of  history.  I love  the  old  newspapers,  too.  Our  town  is  grov/inc- 
as  well  as  tne  e^ire  Tri-Clties  area.  I feel  that  some  day  we  may  be  the  Metron- 
oils  of  the  Southland,  with  so  much  natural  resource. 


I am  employed  as  Secretary  to  Col.  Long  here  at  the  new  plant-Muscle  Shoals 
Pnospha-e  Development  Works,  and  have  been  here  since  its  incention  in 
December  1951, 


I yust  that  you  may  be  able  to  accept  an  invitation  to  come  home,  and  if  so 
let  me  know  the  most  opportuif  time  for  you. 


Sincerely, 


(Mrs.  iV.  D,  ) Sadie  D.  Shrader 


I 


/ 


9-, 


Helen  Keller,  L.H.D.,  LL.D., 
President 

Forrest  L.  Knapp,  Ph.D., 
Vice-President 

Hugh  R.  Monro,  LL.D., 
Treasurer 
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Jo  Davidson 

6.  RUE  LECO  N TE- OE  • LI  S LE 
PARIS  XVI‘_TeUiAUTEUIL  S5-26 


January  16,  1952 


Darling,  darling  Helen  and  Polly: - 

My  heart  is  heavy  and  tlarc  are  times  I am  frighteneu,  but  I 

feel  you  are  so  close  to  me  I must  write  you  a faw  lines,  espec- 
ially as  I have  just  had  a telephone  call  from  Jerusalem. 

Jo  was  all  afire  t here.  His  enthusiasm  grew  with  each  day, 
and  he  was  consumed  by  an  ardent  desire  to  show  these  people 
to  the  world.  He  also  desired  (what  a cold  word)  - he" liter- 
ally almost  burned  to  leave  an  idea  for  a monument,  a light- 
house, taking  the  Mogen  Dovid  as  the  motif,  he  urew  for  them 
a sketch  which  captured  their  imagination,  — ana  the  Mayor 
of  Haifa  gave  him  a site  for  the  monument  at  once  in  his  beau- 
tiful city. 

It  is  a breath-taking  column  - - you  know  the  12-  sided  Star 
of  Davia,  - it  is  so  siraj-le  with  its  12  plane^  soaring  Uj^ward 
to  a great  height.  on  the  lower  j,.art  of  the  12  panels  he  wantdd 
six  episodes  of  the  struggle  for  Israel  carved  into  the  stone, 
with  beautiful  Hebraic  lettering  telling  the  ^tory. 

He  gave  the  job  of  doing  these  reliefs  to  six  Israeli  sculptors. 

They  were  to  have  eight  feet  of  wall  apiece  to  carve.  Jo  was 
to  make  the  Menorah  to  hold  the  light  on  top.  He  wanted  nothing 
for  himself,  only  the  permission  to  go  there  ana  give  his 
to  these  six  scul^^tors.  They  called  him  affectionately  "our 
Toscannini" . 

Fortunately  Uino  has  made  the  model  in  plaster  which  Jo  from  ■T'T.Cl  u 
his  bedsiae  directed.  My  telephone  call  from  Jerusalem  was  Ve-  U, 
asgij&t  that  this  monument  v/as  to  t.o  up.  I have  never  felt  such 
warmth  and  enthusiasm  from  a whole  people  as  I did  on  that  tele- 
phone. In  fact  they  are  absolutely  in  accord  with  Jo's  wishes 
and  insist  that  they  be  carried  out,  and  I shall  go  there  at  th  e 
end  of  February  for  a few  weeks  to  do  my  j^art  in  it. 

Dear  Helen  and  x’olly,  everywhere  we  went,  Jo  talked  about  his 
v/onderful  Helen  and  his  ^olly.  The  last  thing  Ben  (iurion  said 
was  "When  Helen  Keller  comes  to  Paris  this  Spring,  wire  me  and 
I shall  give  her  my  personal  invitation  to  come".  And  now  over 
the  telephone  they  said  to  me  - Thank  God  you  have  Helen  and  pollyj 
I do  hope  that  this  Spring  you  can  go  with  me  there.  I know  it 
will  not  be  the  same  without  our  beloved  Jo,  but  he  left  his 
Vibrant  spirit  everywhere  there. 
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BUENOS  AIRES 


April  16th,  1952 


Hiss  Helen  Keller 
c/o  Polly  Thompson,  Atty, 
Arcan  Hidge 
WEgrPOifr,  Conn.  [VHa) 

Dear  K.iss  Keller: 


■Je  are  enclosing  herewith  the  12th  statement  of  sales 
01'  your  boolc  "KL  KWDC  DCKDS  71V0",  made  up  to  December  31st,  1951. 


You  will  notice  that  after  having  sold  196  copies  du- 
ring the  period  July-Decemhar  1951,  there  is  a reminder  of  218  copies 
in  our  favour.-  ’.Ve  shall  appreciate  your  returning  of  the  duplicate 
of  that  statement  v/ith  your  conformity. 

Sincerely  yours. 


EDITORIAL  SHUAlvIKRlGAIIA 
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31  de  dicienibre  de  ly51 


Senor  (es) 

Hallen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
V/ii^'iyORT , Comx.  (L'SA) 
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Precio  de  venta  del  ejemplar  $5,- 
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Margen  de  ejemplares  a nuestro  favor  al 30-6-51  414 

Ejemplares  vendido s durante  el  pOXikOdo  Julio— Dicienibre  1951....  196 
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Margen  a nuestro  favor  al  diciembre  de  1951  218 
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Es  de  mi  (nuestra)  conformidad  el  presente  estado. 
Lugar  y fecha:  ' 

Pirma: 
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STATES 

WILLIAM  MANGER 
Assistant  Secretary  General 

GUATEMALA  . HAITI  . HONDURAS  • MEXICO 
NICARAGUA  . PANAMA  . PARAGUAY  . PERU 
UNITED  STATES  • URUGUAY  . VENEZUELA 

PAN  AMERICAN  UNION 

Washington  6,  D.  C.,  U.  S.  A. 


April  10,  1952 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  City,  New  York 


ORGANIZATION  OF  AMERICAN 


ALBERTO  LLERAS 
Secretary  General 


ARGENTINA  . BOLIVIA  . BRAZIL  . CHILE 
COLOMBIA  . COSTA  RICA  . CUBA  . DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC  • ECUADOR  • EL  SALVADOR 


GENERAL  SECRETARIAT 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


I am  enclosing  a copy  of  AMERICAS,  the  monthly  illustrated 
magazine  published  by  the  Pan  American  Union  in  English,  Spanish,  and 
Portuguese.  This  magazine,  designed  to  spread  inter-American  under- 
standing among  Western  Hemisphere  people,  has  been  appearing  for  about 
three  years  now. 

Since  this  year  marks  the  centenary  of  the  death  of  Louis 
Braille,  we  should  like  very  much  to  publish  an  article  on  his  important 
system  of  reading  for  the  blind.  And  it  occurred  to  us  that  you  might 
he  willing  to  honor  us  with  this  contribution. 

Such  an  article  should,  of  course,  present  Braille's  own  life 
story,  plus  concrete  information  on  how  the  system  has  been  put  to  use 
in  other  countries  as  well  as  in  our  own.  Cur  articles  run  to  about 
3CCC  words,  for  which  we  pay  $75.CC  on  acceptance.  We  always  like  to 
have  the  author's  suggestions  about  possible  illustrations.  As  a non- 
profit magazine  published  by  an  international  organization,  I am  afraid 
we  cannot  compete  with  commercial  rates.  However,  I hope  that  your  in- 
terest in  the  matter  will  offset  this  consideration. 

We  should  like  to  have  the  article  just  as  soon  as  you  could 
prepare  it  for  us.  Won't  you  drop  me  a line  and  let  me  know  your  reaction 
to  this  idea?  I sincerely  hope  you  will  find  it  possible  to  do  this 
article,  for  we  are  most  eager  to  count  you  among  our  contributors. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Kathleen  Walker 
Editor,  AMERICAS 

Encls.-  copy  of  magazine 
KWredl  , , 

m"  .k  r Stales  originaleG  in  1890  at  the  First  International  Conference  of  American  States.  Its  definitive  Charter  was 

i»hnr«tl  * '".k  , purpose  is  to  achieve  an  order  of  peace  and  justice,  promote  American  solidarity,  strengthen  col- 

^ the  Memher  Slates,  and  defend  their  sovereignty,  indeoendence  and  territorial  integrity.  Within  the  United  Nations,  the  Orsan- 
iiaiion  IS  a regional  agency.  The  Pan  American  Union  ia  the  central,  permanent  organ  and  General  Secretariat  of  the  OrganizeHon. 
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p THE  VOREIGN  SERVICE 

y OR  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

ARERICAN  Ef-SASSY 

Cairo,  April  25,  1952. 


Dear  Miss  Keller  and  Kiss  Thomson: 

This  note  is  to  express  to  both  of  you  the  appreciation  of 
our  Mission  for  the  outstanding:  work  you  have  done  durin«;  your 
stay  in  Sgjypt. 

We  have  had  the  hiejhest  praise  from  all  sides  for  the  hard 
work  you  have  performed,  for  the  hope  that  you  have  <tiven  to 
oth“rs,  and  tbe  contribution  that  you  have  made  to  the  future 
welfare  of  the  blind  of  E^ypt. 

Your  untirin/^  efforts  have  demanded  the  resoect  of  all  levels 
of  Eifijyptian  society.  You  have  been  outstanding  ambassadors  of  sood 
will  for  our  Country  and  an  insniration  to  all  who  have  had  the 
privileis:e  of  knowin;^  you  both. 

We  wish  you  continued  success  in  the  imoortant  work  you  are 
doing. 


Sincerely, 


(Signed)  Je'^’ferson  Caffery 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

and  Kiss  Polly  Thomson 


&^u6/ic€t/fi€mA 


TOMORROW  MAGAZINE 
TOMORROW  BOOKS 


ELEVEN  EAST  44TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  17.  N.  Y 


EILEEN  J.  GARRETT.  PUBLISHER 


MURRAY  HILL  2.0078 


June  2nd,  1952 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

As  an  editor  of  Garrett  Publications,  I 
am  witing  to  you,  at  the  suggestion  of  your 
publisher,  Appleton-Century-Croft,  for  permission 
to  reproduce  in  a forthcoming  book  a passage  on 
"dream  experiences"  from  The  Ti'orld  I Live  in  . 

This  passage  came  to  our  attention  as  a separate 
piece  in  the  anthology  The  World  pf  Dreams,  edited 
by  Palph  L. Woods  and  publtthed  by  Random  House  in 
1947. 

Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  »rite  us  at  your 
convenience  concerning  the  authorization  and  whatever 
terms  of  conditions  you  may  wish  to  attach  to  it? 

We  should  be  grateful  for  an  early  reply. 


Assistant  tothe  Editor 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcon  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 


JUN  1952 
P M.  n 


Ladies’  Home  Journal 
"The  Curtis  Publistiirng  Company 
Bruce  Gould 

Beatrice  Blackmar  Gould 
Editors 

Philadelphia  5 

June  3>  1952 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


May  we  please  have  your  pemiLssion  to 
use  the  enclosed  quotation  in  some  future  issue  fo 
the  Journal?  Credit  will  be  given  exactly  as  shovm 
unless  you  wish  to  correct  it.  As  soon  as  this  item 
is  scheduled  for  publication  we  will  be  glad  to  pay 
you  $5.00  for  this  privilege. 

By  accepting  payment  for  this  item 
you  acknowledge  ownership  of  the  copyright  and  give  us 
the  right  to  reprint  in  the  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

Sincerely, 

Ck. 

Aliette  Lechaux 
(Mrs.  P.A.) 


AL 


There  is  no  lovelier  way  to  thank  God  for  yoiu: 
si^t,  than  by  giving  a helping  hand  to 
someone  in  the  dark. 


HELEN  KELLER 


national  institute 


OF  SOCIAL  SCIENCES 


PRESIDENT 
HUGH  BUI.LOCK 

VICE  PRESIDENTS 
WINTHROP  W.  ALDRICH 
MRS.  AUGUST  BELMONT 
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June  17,1952 
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THOMAS  J.  WATSON 
OWEN  D.  YOUNG 
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SECRETARY 
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Miss  Helen  Keller 
c,/o  Mrs.  Jo  Davidson 
6 rue  Leconte  de  Lisle 
Peris,  16, France 


Dear  Miss  Keller 


I am  iiappy  to  inform  you  tiiat  the  National  Institute 
of  Social  Sciences,  by  vote  of  its  Medals  Comraittee  on  June  10th, 
has  awarded  you  the  Gold  Medal  of  the  Institute  in  recognition 
of  your  distinguished  service  to  humanity. 

The  purpose  of  the  Institute,  ’which  dates  back' to  186b, 
having  been  in  its  present  form  since  1912,  is  to  bring  together 
men  and  women  who  represent  the  highest  aims  and  standards  of 
American  life  and  v/ho  have  served  in  some  substantial  way  the 
larger  interests  of  the  country.  Further,  the  purpose  of  the 
Medals  Comraittee  and  of  the  Council  has  been  to  make  the  Medal 
of  the  Institute  a significent  recognition  of  unusually  dis- 
tinguished services  rendered  by  patriotic  men  and  women. 

If  you  accept  the  Medal,  the  award  ’will  be  made  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Institute  to  be  held 
on  Wednesday  evening,  November  19,1952,  at  seven-thirty  o'clock, 
at  the  v/fiidorf-Astoria  (Sert  Room)  Nev;  York. 

The  Medals  of  the  Society  are  not  awarded  in  absentia. 
Knclosed  is  a pamphlet  covering  proceedings  at  the  last  annual 
dinner  and  containing  a list  of  those  ’who  have  formerly  re- 
ceived this  award. 


In  the  not  distent  future  additional  details  regard- 
ing the  Annual  Dinner  will  be  given  you.  The  officers  of  the 
Institute  sincerely  hope  that  ^^ou  v/ill  be  able  to  accept  the 
award. 


Jo  Davidson 

6,  RUE  LECONTE-OE-LISLE 
PARIS  XV  I ' _ TEL.  AUTEU  I L 5S-26 


& Ct’Oj^ll^AKTY,  Il^e. 

412  TEXAS  SANK  BUILOINO 


9p  'STI5X^%.» 


July  11  1952 


Dear  lister  Helen  and  Polly; 


, ^ , -^avia  and  I went  ovex’  to  Tuscucabia  on  vour  biithrinv 

and  tne  folics  of  the  old  home  town  have  really  gone  all  out  to  hhIcp  tw 
Green  a real  alirlne  In  honor  of  Slater  Helen^  fj?  hoiaerLe  beefnjwlv 
painted  , papered  and  repaired  and  the  grounds  cleaned  up,  ^rass  and  ^ 

consider ble  furnitux-e  in  the  hSiir  no  at  of 
which  1 baleive  was  loaned  but  thin/^s  reallv  iook-P(i 

of  everybody  connected  with  It  iSpJfLerie!  Bo?f "oSif enrolf have* 
pitched  in  and  aeem  determined  to  make  it  a real  pfo^f t“efore  are 

talk  and  did  a fiSe^i'r“o!“°lhe°Varfet^  o!nba‘’S  ■“ 

oS:  'ih^l:d?^^■V.^“’r  -pJ^a^rt^hsr:M“\Cr““:rl'Sveiai 

and  other  mialo  Jho  liSf^ieJ  L°FSeSS'’°  •>'  “<>dl8  Bluea 

trumpet  and  a negro  chorua  aan«  a coupirof  aongf%e?pTl!!  ““ 

aome  time  and  I sur e^hom ^vou^ccn "fant  you  to  come  down  there 
some.  »ks  terrlblTLffhe'S:y°:“  f°re“Jhe'r?^" 

£ia^b“eSj 

i^foSrLi^^^i  ley-^gaih^z'f  ir- 

town  of  Tuscimbia  convince  her  that  the 

was.  In  fact  i think  its  “ai^tain  it  than  she 

Nothing  remains  of  the  oir^  hnmo°  that  the  City  owns  the  property, 

located  thfepot  L f fei  of  ?h!  ^ were  bo^n.  I 

housing  project  stretches  accross  thJ  which  seem  badly  abused.  A chea 

which  they  call  "Keller  Go^?3°r  formerly  ’ stooff 

everybody  both  ”oun^  and°olrt^wo  q°^^®  hadnt  seen  in  fifty  years  and 
worthwhile  in  every^way%hey  c?uld!^^^  determined  to  make  their  project 

ail  over  the  piace^now^^''^fl vq^d very  well  and  little  Brooks  runs 
busy  every  minute  hp  i©  words  when  he  wants  to  and  he  is 

stomach  trouble  the  past^two^wflP^'h^+^®^^^^  sometMng.  nas  had  some 
the  unusually  hot  weather  has  bfeMst  oTt^rcfe.'^^'' 

to  settle_down'at  °Test^oltlna^ tatVi  gool  rest  preparec 

-t  me  know  if  ,ou  plan  to  be  home 'during  August  as  the 


• — kukiuw  Xi.  yc 

^J^taioupea  alii  i, 

tdf  be  getting  rip 


® soon  and  i 


will  have  some  sent  to  you 


CilKF'OKO-IIlI-I-  & IXC’.. 


412  TEXAS  BANK  BUILDING 


when  icnow  when  you  will  be  there. 

Best  love  from  us  all  and  let  us  know  abont  the  trip  when 
you  have  time  • 


iour  affectionate  brother, 


P B iCelier. 


P3  The  folks  down  here  are  really  excited  about  General  Ike  winning 
the  nomination  on  the  first  ballot*  and  I beleive  he  has  a good 
chance  to  carry  Texas  this  fall. 

The  big  spring  at  Tuscumbia  is  still  like  it  was  and  the  grounds 
around  it  have  been  made  into  a nice  park, 

T^ey  told  me  that  nothing  remains  out  at  Fern  Cuarry  that  could 
be  located.  If  it  hadnt  been  so  hot  would  have  tried  to  find  the  springs 
anyway . 
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BIRTHPLACE  OF  HELEN  KELLER 
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M.  C MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


STETSON  K.  RYAN,  Vice-President 


GABRIEL  FARRELL,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc 


My  dearest  Helen  & Polly, 

I hope  this  arrives  ion  a typically  beautiful  Arcan  Ridge  day  and  that  it 
finds  you  as  happy  to  he  hack  in  that  glorious  spot  as  I am  to  know  you.; 
are  home,  safe  and  sound.  I know  you  have  had  ai  wonderfully  exhausting 
time,  Polly,  and  I hope  the  demands  on  you  will  slacken  off  sufficiently 
to  allow  a real  rest. 

The  little  check  enclosed  is  the  balance  on  the  Buick.  I held  out  for 
a long  time  thinking  someone  would  recognize  its  worth  and  pay  at  least 
a hundred  dollars  for  it,  hut  since  no  one  came  forward,  I finally  let  it 
go  for  $75-  I had  paid  you  fifty,  so  this  is  the  $25  balance.  Someone 
got  a really  good  huyl 

As  I mentioned  over  the  phone,  Helen  and  I plan  to  visit  friends  in  Fairfield 
one  weekend  soon,  and  we  v;lll  bring  up  any  packages  here  at  the  Foundation 
which  you  v?ould  like  to  have. 

I do  not  know,  yet.  Just  what  I am  going  to  do,  and  Robert  has  asked  me  to 
help  out  here  for  a while,  so  I will  be  at  the  Foundation  for  a week  or  two. 
The  position  which  I hope  to  get  is  the  one  formerly  held  by  Larry  Gunther 
at  the  Library  of  Congress.  You  remember  him  at  the  Braille  Tea  in  Orange, 
New  Jersey  and  le.ter  at  Robert's  house.  He  was  finally  let  go  and  his  job 
has  not  been  filled  yet.  I think  I am  the  likely  candidate,  unless  they 
decide  that  someone  with  several  college  degrees  should  have  it.  I don't 
have  even  one,  but  as  I often  say,  several  college  men  have  worked  for  me, 
and  I couldn't  see  that  their  degrees  made  them  outstanding.  However,  that 
probably  sounds  like  sour  grapes  from  an  uneducatM  miid. 

Speaking  of  candidates,  I presume  General  Clark  is  really  fixed  now,  since 
I don't  see  how  the  Democrats  can  possibly  compete  with  such  a manifestation 
of  faith  in  a man.  You  had  me  worried  for  a while  with  the  terwu'  of  Taft 
strength  which  you  felt  in  Chicago.  I guess  he  is  a wonderful  man,  but  the 
people  seem  to  like  Ike. 

Give  my  love  to  the  doggie  and  to  Takeo  Sunbeam. 
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Vineyard  Haven 
Massachusetts 


August  30 


Dearest  Polly, 

Having  spent  the  morning  writing  letters  in  all 
directions-Snowville , N.H.,  Rome,  Italy  and  Crestwood 
New  York-  anent  the  documentary  about  ^elen,  it  seems 
the  only  fitting  climax  to  write  to  you,  tool  I 
wrote  to  Nella,  not  only  about  the  documentary,  but 
about  Kit  and  Mrs.  David  bevy  and  me,  wishing  to 
buy  an  option  for  the  next  year  and  a half,  on  the 
dramatic  and  film  and  television  rights  to  Annie 
Sullivan  Macy.  I wrote  to  Jimmy  Shute  in  Rome,  because 
he  tells  me  he  may  come  back  to  the  states  for  a few 
months  this  fall,  and  I hope  he  will  have  the  time  to 
help  write  the  documentary,  as  he  is  the  top  expert  in 
that  field,  and  I wrote  to  a David  Ruley  in  Crestwood 
New  York,  who  is cameraman,  recommended  by 
Jimmy  Shute  to  do  the  filming  at  Arcanridge,  to  flind 
out  if  he  could  do  it,  how  much  it  would  cost  tind  when 
he  could  let  us  have  time.  I suggested  late  September 
or  October  to  him  and  wonddr  if  that  is  a good  time 
for  you.  Before  the  snow  falls  seemed  wise  to  me  if 
possible  for  you  and  Helen.  We  want  to  be  able  to  do 
it  when  you  are  rested  and  relaxed  and  not  too  pressed 
for  time,  if  such  a moment  ever  comes'.  Nella  says 
you  are  off  to  Boston  for  a speech  on  the  tenth  of  ^ept 
and  then  possibly  up  to  her  <Bor  a fev/  days.  I loved 
the  sound  of  that  English  movie,  and  it's  encouraging 
to  think  that  the  subject  matter  has  been  found  palat- 
able for  movie  audiences.  This  should  stimulate  great 
interest  in  the  much  more  remarkable  story  of  Teacher 
and  Helen I We  think  of  you  much  and  talk  of  you,  and  wfe 
wish  you  were  sitting  sunning  you selves  in  the  patio 
at  this  moment.  Much  love  to  you  both,  and  I will  let 
you  know  what  I hear  from  David  Ruley.  As  ever  devotedly 


EDMOND  AMATEIS 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

15  West  16th.,  Street, 

New  York  11,  New  York. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

First  I must  tell  you 
how  very  inspiring  it  was  to  meet  you 
the  other  day.  I am  now  convinced,  more 
than  ever,  that  you  should  be  the  one, 
with  President  Roosevelt,  to  exemplify 
courage  in  adversity  and  so  be  an  ex- 
ample to  the  patients  in  the  Foundation. 

I have  Just  received  a letter  from  my 
architect  telling  me  that  my  ideas  have 
been  accepted  and  that  the  work  should 
proceed.  I will  do  the  work  in  Columbus, 
Georgia  where  the  bricks  are  manufactured 


arrived  and  made  me  very  proud  Indeed. 
It  will  have  the  place  of  honor  on  my 
shelf  of  autographed  books. 

When  I have  something  to 
show  I will  send  you  photographs. 


Yoiir  autographed  book  has 


Yours  very  truly. 
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399  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  17,  N.  Y. 
MURRAY  Hill  8-7500 


OctoTjer  9,  1952 

Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connect ’out 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

I think  you  and  Miss  Thompson  hoth  realize  whe.t  a trejnendous 
experience  it  was  to  meet  you  and  to  feel  your  radiance  even  for 
a little  while. 

Today  the  inscribed  copy  of  your  book  arrived,  I am  having 
it  re-bound  so  that  I can  keep  it  forever  as  one  of  my  treasured 
possessions.  I am  grateful  to  you  for  all  of  this,  but  most  of  all 
for  being  in  the  world. 

Although  the  invitations  for  the  "Women  for  Stevenson" 
luncheon  are  not  yet  out,  I am  writing  especially  to  ask  if  you  and 
Miss  Thompson  do  feel  that  you  can  be  our  honored  guests  on  this 
occasion. 

If  you  think  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  be  present  on  the 
grounds  that  Kit  mentioned,  we  will  understand  it  perfectly.  In 
any  event  you  will  receive  an  invitation  in  a short  time  and  we 
hope,  in  spite  of  everything,  for  an  affirmative  reply  from  you. 

special  greetings 


1 


Please  let  us  see  you  again  soon.  Our  verj 
to  you  both. 

Cordially, 

JL  - 

Mr  s , David  M , Levy 
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The  Southern  New  England  Telephone  Company 


ALLERTON  F BROOKS 

PRESIDENT 


227  CHURCH  STREET 
NEW  HAVEN  6,  CONNECTICUT 
main  4-9221 


January  14,  1953 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport , Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

It  was  very  thoughtful  of  you  to  write  your  kind  letter 
of  January  12  and  it  is  deeply  appreciated.  I am  glad  that  the 
connection  of  the  equipment  has  relieved  your  anxiety  but  hope  the 
need  for  its  use  will  never  arise. 

It  was  good  of  you  to  say  such  nice  things  about  Mr.  Jolly 
and  Mr.  Vogel  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  pass  your  letter 
along  for  them  to  read.  I am  s\ire  that  they  too,  will  be  pleased. 


Sincerely  yovirs , 


ND  the  ransomed  oj  the  Lord  shall  return,  and 
come  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon 
, their  heads;  they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness, 
\and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away. 

I Isaiah  35: 10. 
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BLUE  HILLS  SYNAGOGUE  SISTERHOOD 


\ 


KEHILATH  ISRAEL  n^’np 

HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT 

Februe.ry  8j  1055. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

Westport 

Conn. 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


In  these  troTihlesome  times, 
neace  and.  "good  will  towards  man" 
our  faith  in  God  is  the  most  nece 


all  of  us  are  preying  for 
We  are  all  av.^are  that 
ssary  influence  in  our 


lives 


order 

tion 


today. 

Our  community  is  endeavoring 
ttat  all  who  wish  to  worship 
that  all  of  life  is  inz^used  vr 


to  build  a synagogue  in 
may  receive  the  inspira- 
ith  God's  purpose. 


Since  our  neighborhood  is  not 
build  from  the  small  contributions 
We  have  purchased  some  land,  which 
we  find  it  necessary  to  enlist  the 


a wealthj^  one,  we  cannot 
we  have  rec  ived  thus  far 
is  a good  start , out  now 
aid  of  well-lvnooTi  people. 


We  plan  to  have  an  auction  of  items  sent  io  us  pom 
celebritie^  Would  you  send  us  a gift  with  an  aUached  autp 

graphed  card  which  we  could  use  for_pnis  ' 

whpfbpr  bic'  or  '^T'ali  , cua  be  something  personal,  arti-tic, 

J ScyliSy  or  any  iten  enrich  you  fey  wouxd  benef.t 
our  cause.  We  are  sure  that  your  name,  together  with 
famous  people,  p-ill  make  our  project  a success.  This,  we  nop  , 
will  help  us  raise  enough  money  to  start  om  buj-la-ng . 


Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  -na  interest.  Ma>  v,e 
hear  from  you,  as  soon  as  possible? 

please  send  your  gift  to: 
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CLEMENCY  DINNER 
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Hotel  Capitol  ...  51st  St.  and  8th  Ave.  . . . New  York  City 
BRyant  9-9637 


February  9 , 1953 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 

The  fate  of  Ethel  and  Julius  Rosenberg,  which  now  rests  in  the  hands  of 
President  Eisenhower,  has  aroused,  and  continues  to  arouse,  feelings  of  deepest 
compassion  throughout  our  country. 

Many  outstanding  public  figures,  among  them  Professor  Albert  Einstein, 

Dr.  Harold  C.  Urey,  Rabbi  Abba  Hillel  Silver,  irrespective  of  the  issue  of 
guilt  or  innocence,  have  joined  in  the  appeal  to  save  the  lives  of  this  young 
couple. 

A Clemency  Dinner  will  be  held  Wednesday,  March  18,  at  the  Hotel  Capitol 
in  New  York  City.  Aunongst  those  who  are  sponsoring  the  dinner  are  Dr.  Bernard 
Loomer,  Deaji  of  the  Divinity  School  of  the  University  of  Chicago;  Rabbi  Abraham 
Cronbach  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mary  Church  Terrell,  a founder  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People;  Professor  Stephen 
Love  of  Northwestern  University  and  Chairman  of  the  Character  and  Fitness 
Committee  of  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court;  Waldo  Frank,  writer;  Mr.  Leon  Beverly, 
Secretary,  District  Council  #1  United  Packinghouse  Workers,  C.I.O.,  Chicago; 
and  Professor  Arthur  K.  Davis,  Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Sociology,  Union 
College,  Schenectady,  New  York. 

It  is  our  hope  that  such  a dinner  will  reflect  the  deep  humanitarian 
sentiments  for  clemency  in  our  country.  Such  an  expression,  we  believe,  will 
aid  in  obtaining  commutation  of  the  death  sentence. 


May  we  extend  to  you  an  urgent  and  cordial  invitation  to  join  us  by  be- 
coming a co-sponsor  of  the  "Clemency  Dinner"?  Please  let  us  hear  from  you, 
on  the  enclosed  card,  as  soon  as  possible. 


Sincerely , 

MORTIMER  RICHARD  CAMIEL,  M.D. 


TREE  TOPS 
Bedford  Village 
New  York 
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Mkh.  HJavsiw  M. 

«100  P^VKK  AVH>riTM 
X^KW  VOKK  X.Y. 


February  10,  1953 


My  dear  Miss  Keller; 

I was  so  sad  that  I didn't 
have  a chance  to  visit  with  you  after  the 
luncheon  yesterday  but  you  were  holding  court 
and  my  assignment  was  to  get  Mrs.  Roosevelt 
out  of  the  room  - I hope  you  were  told  \diy  I 
couldn't  stay. 


that  you  were  the  high  spot  of  our  luncheon 
meeting.  Eveiyone  was  moved  to  tears  by  your 
eloquent  words. 


I can  say  with  all  honesty 


I do  hope  that  we  will  see 
Meamdiile,  my  fond  greetings 


Cordially, 


both  of  you  soon 
end  my  thanks. 


BOOKS  FOR  ISRAEL 


TWO-FIFTY  WEST  FIFTY-SEVENTH  STREET  • SUITE  181-(  • NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y.  • COlumbus  5-1895 


A COOPERATIVE  PROJECT  OF  ALL  NATIONAL  JEWISH  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


My  dear  Miss  freller: 

American  authorities  in  Israel  have  for  some  time  been  greatly  alarmed  about 
the  lack  of  American  books  in  leading  institutions  and  colonies  in  Israel, 
which  has  come  about  as  a result  of  the  inability  of  that  young  sister  republic 
to  import  books  since  the  beginning  of  World  War  II. 

I quote  for  you  from  a letter  which  I received  from  Mr.  Wilson  Compton, 
Administrator  of  the  United  States  International  Information  Administration 
of  the  Department  of  State,  who  says: 

" Tor  some  time  the  American  Embassy  at  Tel  Aviv  has  been 

concerned  about  the  lack  of  American  books  in  Israel  due  chiefly 
to  economic  conditions  and  currency  restrictions . We  have  been 
seeking  ways,  within  our  budgetary  limits,  to  increase  materially 
the  flow  of  American  publications  to  this  country." 

In  order  to  correct  this  serious  situation,  American  authorities  responsible 
for  cultural  exchange  have  turned  to  the  American  organizations  with  a request 
that  they  undertake  to  provide  especially  technical  and  scientific  books  for 
earliest  shipment  to  Israel.  It  is  our  intention  to  reach  the  widest  circles 
of  American  citizens  of  all  faiths  and  invite  them  to  contribute  scientific 
and  technical  books  published  since  1940.  It  is  our  fervent  hope  to  be  able 
to  present  to  the  people  of  Israel  a significant  cultural  gift  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

If  you,  who  have  done  so  much  to  Interpret  and  make  available  American  ideas 
and  aspirations  to  the  peoples  of  the  world,  would  become  a sponsor  of  our  emer- 
gency Books  for  Israel  project,  we  would  be  greatly  honored.  We  would  appreci- 
ate it  if  you  would  write,  signifying  your  acceptance  of  honorary  membership. 


RUDOLF  G.  SONNEBORN 

Chairman 


Pebrufliry  1^,  195? 


RUTH  KLUGER 
Eaccutivc  Secretary 


Sponbura  Cooimittcu 
(In  Formation) 


Miss  Helen  Teller  , 
Westport  . ^ , 
Conneatlcut 


V 


A WORLD-WIDE  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE  TO  THE  BLIND 
1S6  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y. 
(In  Canada:  145  YONGE  STREET,  TORONTO) 


Helen  Keller,  L.H.D.,  LL.D.,  President 
Forrest  L.  Knapp,  Ph.D.,  Vice-President 

SECRETARIES: 

Nelson  Chappel,  M.A.,  B.D.,  General  Secretary 
Milton  T.  Stauffer,  D,D., 

Editor  of  Braille  Periodicals 

Ruth  Reynolds,  R.N.,  Canadian  Director 


March  2,  1953 


Misses  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thompson 
jircan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen  and  Polly; 

Ever  since  our  annual  meeting  on  the  17th  people  have  been  calling  me 
up  on  the  phone  and  telling  me  what  an  inspiration  it  was  to  hear  Helen 
speak,  and  just  this  morning  I had  a letter  from  the  little  Japanese  girl 
that  you  met  before  she  gave  her  short  address.  Sadako  Imraamura  says: 
February  I?.  1953.  will  always  be  with  us  as  one  of  the  sweetest  memories 
of  America,  We  arrived  at  Perkins  a little  before  ten  o'  clock  that  night 
filled  with  joy  and  excitement.  I just  could  not  wash  my  face  that  night, 

Mr.  Chappel,  for  Miss  Keller  kissed  me  on  my  cheek.  I felt  as  though  her 
beautiful  smile  penetrated  into  my  face  and  I wished  to  keep  it  there  for- 
ever, Yes,  I will  keep  it  and  take  it  home  with  me  to  spread  it  to  more 
people, " 

I did  not  get  a chance  to  tell  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  many  special 
greetings  that  came  for  you.  We  did  not  ask  for  any  of  these  greetings,  but 
in  correspondence,  I naturally  mentioned  from  time  to  time  that  some  things 
would  have  to  be  dealt  with  at  our  annual  meeting,  and  them  I had  mentioned 
our  twenty-fifth  anniversary  in  the  Talking  Book  Magazine,  John  Wilson,  of 
the  British  Empire  Society  for  the  Blind,  said:  "If  this  letter  arrives 

before  your  twenty-fifth  anniversary,  please  give  a special  greeting  to 
Helen  Keller,  whose  work  we  so  much  admire,"  John  Jarvis,  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  who  gets  our  Talking  Book  Magazine  and  our  braille 
magazine  regularly,  said:  "I  should  like  to  send  warmest  congratulations  to 

your  society  from  its  many  friends  at  N.  I.  B.  on  the  occasion  of  its  Silver 
Jubilee  celebration  on  February  17.  How  I wish  I could  be  there  with  you  to 
express  my  feelings  in  person  and  especially  our  sincere  gratitude  for  all 
the  help  which  blind  people  in  this  country  receive  from  your  society,  thanks 
to  its  splendid  generosity  in  allowing  them  to  read  its  braille  and  talking 
book  magazines  free  of  all  cost.  Give  ray  warmest  greetings  to  Miss  Helen 
Keller."  Carl  fiyer  sent  a special  greeting,  and  so  did  Lucy  Hashed  from 
Egypt,  and  there  were  greetings  from  dozens  of  our  readers,  I think  it  is 
wonderful  that  you,  Helen,  are  held  in  high  esteem  not  only  by  the  sighted 
people  to  whom  you  speak  so  often  in  your  travels,  but  almost  iiniversally  by 
the  blind  people,  who  look  to  you  as  their  great  benefactor. 


AN  INTER-DENOMINAIIONAL  NON-SECTARIAN  SERVICE  REPRESENTING  MORE  THAN  50  PROTESTANT  DENOMINATIONS  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA;  DEVOTED  TO  THE  EVANGELIZATION,  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE  AND  GENERAL  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


AT  HOME  AND  ON  FOREIGN  MISSION  FIELDS. 


MRS.  GEORGE  ACKERLEY 
Division  of  Home  Missions, 
National  Council  of  Churches 

MR.  f=RANCIS  ANDREWS 
Superintendent,  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind  and  Deaf 

MISS  S.  RUTH  BARREn 
Secretary,  Work  for  the  Blind, 
American  Bible  Society 

MR.  WILLIAM  W.  BATTLES 
Battles  8t  Co.,  Investment 
Securities 

REV,  DR.  ROWLAND  CROSS 
Executive  Secretai^j  Far  Eastern 
Joint  Office.  Division  of  Foreign 
Missions 

DR.  DOUGLAS  FORMAN 
Director,  Associated  Missions 
Medical  Office,  Division  of 
Foreign  Missions 

REV.  DR.  DAVID  FORSYTH 
Secretary,  Board  of  Christian 
Education.  United  Church  of 
Canada 

'^Bllnd 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


MRS.  JAMES  C.  GRIPP 
Member,  Woman's  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  Presbyterian 
Church  In  the  United  States 
of  America 

REV.  DR.  E.  M.  HALLIDAY 
Formerly  Executive  Secretary, 
Board  of  National  Missions, 
Congregational  Christian 
Churches 

•MISS  HELEN  KELLER 

REV.  OR.  C.  FRANKLIN  KOCH 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Social  Missions,  United 
Lutheran  Church  In  America 

REV.  DR.  FOREST  L.  KNAPP 
General  Secretary,  World 
Council  of  Christian  Education 

REV,  JAMES  R.  LEE 
Minister,  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  New  Jersey 

MRS.  H.  C.  LEONARD 
Member,  Woman's  Division  of 
Christian  Service,  Methodist 
Church 


MR.  HOWARD  LIECHTY 
Editor,  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine 
for  the  Blind 

DR.  JOHN  P.  McNIE 
Associate  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology,  Columbia 
University,  New  York 

REV.  JAMES  K.  MATHEWS 
Associate  Secretary,  Division  of 
World  Missions.  Board  of 
Missions,  Methodist  Church 

•MR.  GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director.  New  Jersey 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind 

DR.  HUGH  R.  MUNRO 
Retired 

REV.  DR.  ALFRED  D.  MOORE 
Executive  Secretary,  Committee 
on  World  Literacy  and 
Christian  Literature,  National 
Council  of  Churches 

REV.  DR.  I.  GEORGE  NACE 
Executive  Secretary.  Division  of 
Home  Missions,  National 
Council  of  Churches 


MRS.  C.  W.  REYNOLDS 
Director  Canadian  Office,  John 
Milton  Society,  Toronto, 
Canada 

MRS.  EMORY  ROSS 
Associated  Secretary,  United 
Council  of  Church  Women 

MRS.  CHARLES  H.  SEARS 
Executive  Secretary,  Women’s 
Division,  American  Baptist 
Board  of  Missions 

REV.  DR.  LUTHER  WESLEY  SMITH 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Education  and  Publication, 
American  Baptist 

REV.  A.  RUSSELL  STEVENSON 
Executive  Secretary.  Western  Asia 
and  Middle  East  Joint  Office, 
Division  of  Foreign  Missions 

•REV.  JOHN  URICH 

Minister,  Grace*St.  Paul's 
Lutheran  Church,  New  York 

REV.  DR.  RICHARD  VANDENBERG 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  Reformed 
Church  in  America 


REV,  DR.  VESPER  O.  WARD 
Editor-in-Chief,  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church 

MISS  EDITH  F.  WELKER 

Associate  Secretary,  Connecticut 
Council  of  Churches 

REV.  DR.  E.  GRAHAM  WILSON 
Formerly  Executive  Secretary, 
Board  of  National  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America 

REV.  DR.  HERMAN  E.  WORNOM 
Executive  Secretary.  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  The 
Protestant  Council 

REV.  DR  WILLIAM  WYSHAM 
Secretary,  Division  of  Literature 
and  Publications,  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions.  Presbyterian 
Chur^  in  the  United  States  of 
America 

DR.  GLORA  WYSNER 
Associate  Secretary^  International 
Missionary  Council 


Polly,  I am  about  the  world's  worst  photographer,  but  I was  the  only 
one  at  the  meeting  with  a camera,  and  I took  two  snapshots,  as  you  will  re- 
member. I am  enclosing  copies  of  them,  as  1 think  they  turned  out  not  too 
badly,  although  one  is  a little  out  of  focus.  But  they  do  show  the  radiance 
of  both  of  your  personalities.  Since  1 am  having  this  letter  written  in 
braille  also  for  you,  Helen,  I think  I should  say  that  Polly  seems  to  express 
in  her  voice  and  manner  during  your  addresses  the  same  radiance  and  spirit 
that  you  give  to  other  people.  It  would  be  embarrassing  to  try  to  tell  you 
this  with  Polly  doing  the  interpreting  for  me,  so  I am  doing  it  in  this  let- 
ter. She  does  seem  to  be  the  perfect  interpreter  for  you.  Our  second 
daughter,  Sheila,  who  is  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  at  the  meeting,  sind  she 
spoke  afterward  of  how  the  radiance  of  Polly's  personality  matched  your  own. 

There  is  an  article  in  T Ime  Magaz ine  for  March  2,  of  which  they  have 
just  sent  some  advance  prints,  It  was  written  by  a young  man  whom  I have 
never  met , and  on  the  whole  it  is  very  good  and  should  help  us  to  discover 
more  blind  people  that  we  can  serve  across  the  country.  I told  him  that  his 
second  sentence,  which  says  that  Helen  got  together  with  Protestant  leaders 
was  a little  strong,  but  that  the  letter  that  she  wrote  to  Dr.  Cha/aberlain  to 
present  to  the  churches  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  getting  the  movement 
underway. 

and  now  I thank  you  both  again  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  what 
you  did  to  make  our  twenty-fifth  anniversary  such  a memorable  occasion. 

May  G-od  bless  you  both.  Please  be  assured  that  when  I change  my  work  on 
September  1,  I am  not  dropping  my  interest  in  the  John  Milton  Society  nor 
in  the  blind  people  around  the  world,  and  I am  planning  to  continue  to  serve 
them  in  the  only  way  that  I can.  It  would  give  me  real  pleasure  if  at  any 
time  I could  be  of  service  to  either  of  you.  The  "love  and  devotion  to 
Helen  Keller"  which  Mrs.  Reynolds  spoke  about  in  Canada  is  something  that 
I find  everywhere  in  the  world  and  in  my  own  heart,  and  that  goes  for  you 
too,  Polly, 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 


NC  :mc 


JOHN  LODOE  STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 

OOVERNOR  EXECUTIVE  CHAJi<BERS 

HARTFOKU 


I&irch  4,  1S53 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
We  stport 
Connecticut 

Deer  Miss  Keller i 

I have  learned  with  interest  about  the  docur.entary 
fiL"n  on  your  outstanding  achievenents  and  contributions 
to  our  State  and  Nation,  It  has  been  suggested  that  it 
would  be  altogether  fitting  that  you  should  be  received 
by  President  Dwirht  D.  Eisenhower  at  the  'White  House  as 
a closing  sequence  to  this  interesting  filra, 

Furthennore,  I have  been  asked,  as  Oovomor  of 
Conneoticut,  to  introduce  you.  This,  of  course,  would 
be  a great  privilege  for  me, 

■ffhile  the  date  has  not  definitely  been  sot  with 
the  office  of  the  President,  I shall  appreciate  it  if 
you  will  be  so  rood  as  to  let  me  know  if  this  idea 
meets  with  your  approval,  I shall,  of  course,  endeavor 
to  make  myself  available  for  this  purpose  at  a time 
mutually  convenient  to  the  President  and  to  you, 

I shall  let  you  know  when  I have  heard  further 
from  the  ivhito  House  in  this  connection, 

I assure  you  that  I look  forward  to  this  op- 
portunity to  pay  tribute  to  such  a distinguished 
citisen  of  Connecticut,  lAe  are  ven,’-  proud  of  you. 

With  kind  regards. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(signed)  John  Lodge 


Governor 


Department  of  State 

UNITED  STATES  INTERNATIONAL  INFORMATION  ADMINISTRATION 

NEW  YORK 


JUdson  6-2000 
Extension  UOO 


250  West  57th  Street 
March  12,  19^3 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  warm  and  filendly  greeting 
to  the  women  of  Japan  on  the  occasion  of  "Women's  Week." 

We  have  cabled  your  message  to  Tokyo  and  know  that  it  will 
be  enthusiastically  received  there  by  women  who  knovr  your  work 
and  admire  you  as  a courageous  person. 

Your  message  will  do  much  towards  creating  deeper  bonds 
of  friendship  and  understanding  between  our  two  countries;  and 
towards  pointing  out  the  road  to  political  fulfillment  that  the 
women  of  America  are  now  only  beginning  to  travel  freely  and 
with  purpose. 


Most  sincerely  yours. 


Elizabeth  P.Keppner 
Special  Features  Editor,  IPS 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Westport, 

Connecticut. 


INTERNATIONAL  INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATIONAL  EXCHANGE  PROGRAM 
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Parkhlll,  STANSTKD.  Essex,  England 


16th  T.larch  1953 


Dear  Helen  and  Folly, 

Your  letter  has  filled  us  both  with  grave  concern.  It  is  a 
deplorable  thing  for  any  author  to  attempt  to  gain  wide  publicity 
for  a novel  by  taking  the  life-story  of  nelen  and  Teacher,  Ln  the 
way  you  have  described,  and  using  them  to  paint  a picture  which 
would  imply  that  there  was  fraud  connected  with  the  appeals  to 
the  public  on  behalf  of  blind  people.  In  these  circumstances,  how 
Nicolas  ’'onserrat  could  have  the  effrontery  to  write  and  ask  if  he 
might  dedicate  the  book  to  Helen  is  a thing  that  simply  passes  my 
comprehension . 

Surely  the  author  is  running  a very  acute  risk  of  a libel 
action  both  in  America  and  Britain.  For  one  reason  or  another 
he  must  feel  pretty  secure  - or  else  he  must  be  singularly  lacking 
in  commonsense. 

hven  if  no  good  publisher  would  touch  the  book  on  any  account, 
I fear  there  might  be  some  less  reputable  firm  that  would  issue  it 
in  the  hope  of  making  a lot  of  money,  even  at  the  risk  of  a libel 
action . 

You  ask  me  whether  I know  anything  about  r.onserrat  and  I fear 
that  my  knowledge  is  slight.  According  to  the  newspapers  he  was 
recently  divorced  and  has  been  appointed  to  a job  in  Canada  on 
the  British  Information  oervice  - the  same  kind  of  post,  I 
gather,  which  he  held  in  Johannesburg. 

,.e  can  well  understand  what  Helen  must  be  suffering  at  the 
prospect  of  such  a scurrilous  volume  being  published.  y/hy  a 
reputable  british  newspaper  like  the  News  Chronicle,  which  is 
mainly  owned  by  the  Cadburys,  a worthy  Q,uaker  family,  sho'old  have 
bought  such  a book  as  a serial  I do  not  understand;  surely  they 
must  have  bought  it  before  the  editorial  department  had  read  the 
manuscript. 

If  there  is  anything  I can  do  to  help  in  this  country,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  ask.  I would  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
alleviate  the  situation  in  any  way  possible. 

with  all  our  sympathy  and  warmest  affection, 


Te  cp«*'  cw* 


. First  fold  here- 


Sender’s  nsrvie  and  address*.- 

Augustu s Kul^ 

Parkhill,  3TANSTKP, 
Essex,  England. 
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AIR  LETTER 

IF  ANYTHING  IS  EN- 
CLOSED THIS  LETTER 


March  23,  1953 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 

Here  is  my  article.  I hope  7/ou  will  find  that 
I have  captured  the  essence  of  the  real  Helen  Keller.  I 
only  know  that  J trj.ed  to  put  into  the  siting  of  it  a 
measure  of  the  admiration  1 feel  for  you  (and  the  identi- 
fication ’.dLth  you,  too). 

Tour  title,  OUT  OF  THF  DARK,  is  also  subject 
to  your  approval.  It's  a wonderfij.!  title. 

I enjoyed  so  much  my  meeting  with  you  and 
Miss  Thomson.  Also,  it  proved  invaluable  in  the  writing 
of  mj'"  piece.  My  one  thought  now  is  to  see  you  again.  Is  (. 


South  i\merica? 


it  possible  to  fit  me  into  your  schedule  before  you  go  to 


^^y  kindest  regards  to  you  and  to  Miss  Thomson. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Ethel  Delston 
700  Rivers-’ de  Drive 
Ne;-r  York  31,  New  York 
Wadsworth  £-U897 


JEANNETTE  HILL  111  MAIN  STREET  PIOGEFIEED,  CONNECTICUT 


-Tn^ ^ ^ 


JEANNETTE  HILL  114  MAIN  STREET  RIDGEFIELD,  CONNECTICIC 
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SU.IiiiY.  ( In  good  old  ilngland)  . 26.3.53* 


ily  dear  Bjelen  and  Polly> 

I (ia«  been  ineaning  for  »eeKS  past  to  write  to  you.  You  have  been 
neighine  oh  « ”ihO  - anO  I as  no*  waiting  reference  to  avoiraupoisl 

It  is  just  that  I have  been  missing  the  stimulus  and  sheer  pleasure  of 
your  company.  But  I have  been  immersed  in  preparing  my  big  oooit  for  tie 
publloatioh  in  hay,  with  galley  proofs  pouring  in  and  the  rather  last- 
minute  Job  of  finding  many  more  illustrations  than  I had  intended.  And 
the  garden  has  been  imperious  in  such  a spell  of  march  dryness  as  has 
n-ver  or  hardly  ever  been  hnom  in  our  femininely  kind  and  coquettish 
Climate.  Thirty  days  without  rain;  around  in  lovely  digging  condition  end 
I have  been  strenuous.  Of  other  thirigs,  including'  the  ar  angements  for  tb 
putting  Swhurat  in  the  loyal  lead  in  cUebr  .ting  the  Coronation  I will 
tell  in  the  letter  which  is  to  follow  this  mere  ackhowledgement  of  yours 
of  the  19th.  lly  deal'3,  I am  dreadfully  ..oriy  to  he^r  that  .lonserrat  or 
anyone  else  has  the  impertinence  to  caricature  your  grand  work.  I will  of 
course  do  any  mortal  thing  I Can  but  at  the  moment  Cannot  tnihk  of  ,.n,t 
o n be  done.  I will  try  to  get  Into  touch  with  Auir  onid  I am  leaving  home, 
a bit  eorlier  toimor.o'w,  when  I have  to  „o  to  town,  so  as  to  see  someone 
there  who  is  wise  and  ih  the  literary  swhrn,  Heanwhile,  .my  deal'  Helen  oond 

■cAd  in  this  uatter  sympathy 


d.-- 


■> 


UC- 


my  deax  Polly,  our  warmest  love 


To  open  cut  hero 
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■ First  fold  here 


Sender's  name  and  address:- 
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spa^jg'j: 


HAV/K, 


arch  31 . 1953 . 


ii:V/HUE3T,  oUKliCy. 

' .ly  dear  Helen  and  Polly, 

^ I have  been  up  to  London  and  seen  tw?  people  who  share  fully  rny  indignatic 

j at  what  you  have  heard  of  llonserrat's  book.  I an  going  up  again  on  Thursday, 

? the  day  after  tomorrow,  to  discuss  with  them  what  can  be  done.  In  the  meantime 
^ one  of  them,  Peter  Utley,  of  The  Times  is  making  contact  with  the  Hews  Chronic 
f in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  see  the  text  of  the  book.  In  the  meantime  I have 
reached  the  conclusion  that,  if  the  book  is  libellous,  its  publication  can  be 
stopped  in  any  form.  In  ninglish  law  and  possibly  in  American  an  injunction 

i 

1 against  a mischief  can  be  obtained.  If  the  question  of  its  being  libellous  is 
raised  the  publishers  would  certainly,  I think,  submit  the  book  to  represents- 

atives  of  the  to-be-injured  party  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  paying  big 

damages  on  an  action  being  brought.  If  Peter  can  get  a copy  through  the  Hews 
Chronicle  we  ca-n  forn  an  opinion  but  it  would  be  merely  a layman's  opinion 
and  to  be  on  firm  ground  legal  advice  would  have  to  be  sought.  If  a motion 
for  injunction  were  sought  the  move  would  have  to  be  made  by  a Ife'/yer  and 
the  question  is  whether  you  'would  face  the  expense  of  putting  the  position 
to  a solicitor.  If  so  I would  suggest  Sharp,  Pritchard  la  Co  -who  are  the 
lawyers  of  the  I3S3B;  they  are  ■‘^arlia  lentary  Agents  and  well  known,  and  one 
of  the  partners,  I happen  to  know,  has  had  a life-long  admiration  for  you, 
^elen.  ( V/hat  a lot  of  admirers  you  have  had  I ) One  re  ver  icnows  of  course  ’whe 
where  legal  costs  stop  once  one  begins,  but  the  fees  for  ■.'.riting'  to  ^assels' 
and  asking  to  see  the  book  m uld  not  be  heavy  and  if  further  action  is  re- 
c O’-rimended  further  costs  could  be  foretold.  I th ink  that  if  an  injunction 
were  granted  costs  incurred  by  the  plaintiff  culd  be  ail  lowed  also;  that 

would  have  to  be  ascertained  if  a decision  has  t"  be  made  r£  further  action 


To  opart  cut  hara 


after  "Ke  first  move.  I only  wish  I could  face  the  cost  myself  but 

on  pension  I.can'tl  It  s«ems  incredible  that  any  sane  author  .-.ould 
write  an  actionable  story,  let  alone  attempt  to  misrepresent  you;  on 
the  other  hand. It  is  hard  to  think  that  *‘ella  Bradcy  ,,'ould  be  so  up- 
set by  an  unobjectionable  book  . Once  the  booxc  is  published  any  mischief 
it  could  do  will  be  done  and  it  would  be  infinitely  preferable  to  stop 
it  than  to  try  to  catch  it  up.  Peter,  Johh  V/ilson  and  I may  be  able  to 
see  a way  without  *oin^  to  a lawyer  ( You  will  note  that  the  third  person 
is  J.7.)  and  if  so  I wii:"  let  you  know  at  once.  But  I would  like  to  loiow 
if  we  should  consult  Sharp,  Pritchard,  or  of  course  any  other  solicitor, 
if  e find  that  no  effective  cxtion  can  be  taken  viithaiut  legal  help... 
Belle  sends  her  warm  love  sn'd  sympathy  on  this  Jonserrat  affair.  Spring 
comes  to  Bwhurst,  though  wlarch  ai'ter  behaving  like  a lamb  for  thirty  days 
is  going  out  like  a lion  in  blustery  dampness .Daffs , primroses,  anemones 
have  followed  the  crocuses  and  I see  many  things  budding  with  eager  in- 
tentions. I wish  you  had  s en  this  part  of  Surrey;  it  is  much  more  beau- 
tiful than  Pirbright  though  the  ^.^-^rd^n  here  is  a.wodest  ^ acre  instead  of 
4 acres.  The  ,-roofs  of  my  big  book  are  pouring  in  and  thank  goodness  I 
have  a friend  \vho  is  really  good  at  proof-reading,  ^e  has  caught  me,  and 
my  typist,  out  several  times  and  the  printers  m.ny  times.  It. is  extraord- 
inary what  one  misses  in  sentences  v.'hich  ai'e  familiar . Out  love  — — and 
Down  with  ilonserratl 

Yours  ever, 


rv 


W.  BocoockJ 

Sender's  name  and  address 
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P.O.  Box  81, 
Roodepoort, 
S.  Africa. 


Igth  April,  1953. 


Miss  Polly  Thomson, 
Arcan  Ridge, 
Westport, 

Conn.  U.3.A. 


My  deer  Folly, 

Sorrj'-  for  delay  in  ansvi^ering  yours  of  the  22nd  due  to  an 
unusual  busy  time  round  about  Raster.  I tried  hard  to  make 
contact  with  Monsarat  when  he  was  out  here  for  the  premier 
of  the  film  "The  Cruel  Sea"  but  I am  informed  that  he  stayed 
in  Johannesburg  a matter  of  days  only  as  a guest  of  the  film 
producers  so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  get  near  him. ' 

I have  had  further  conversation  with  the  lady  who  was  his 
secretary  during  May  1952  while  you  were  in  Johannesburg  with 
Helen.  She  informs  me  that  he  asked  for  all  nev/spaper  cuttings 
etc.  but  she  does  not  how  whether  he  went  to  any  meeting. 

It  is  almost  certain  that  he  would  be  on  the  list  at  the  Mayor's 
office  and  so  probably  attended  the  reception  at  the  V7anderer's 
Club,  but  I have  no  certain  information.  I am  sorry  I cannot 
be  more  help:^l  and  sincerely  hope  that  any  unpleasant  issues 
for  both  of  you  can  be  avoided. 

'f'he  election  passed  off  yesterday  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  Florence  and  I went  down  to  Roodepoort  twice  to  vote, 
the  first  time  the  queue  was  so  long  we  thought  it  would  be 
better  after  lunch  but  even  then  the  women's  queue  was  so  long 
that  Florence  V/as  nearly  two  hours  before  she  could  make  her 
little  cross  on  the  voting  paper.  Te  have  just  been  shaken  to 
leam  that  this  constituency  has  returned  a Nationalist  member 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  Final  results  ane  not  yet 
out  but  it  seems  as  if  the  last  Government  will  get  back  into 
pov/er  in  which  case  it  seems  to  me  life  is  going  to  be  extremely 
difficult  for  some  of  us. 

Our  affectionate  greetings  to  both  of  you. 


Yours  sincerely, 


(Dictated  by  the  Rev.  Blaxall  — . 


t 


EERSTE  VOU- FIRST  FOLD 


NAAM  EN  AORES  VAN  AFSENDER 
SENDER'S  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 

A.T.  Blaxall, 

TBOX  P.I, 

•Roodepoort. 

3.  Africa. 


OlOd  aNOD3S-nOA  3Q33M1 


NO  1 ZILLMAN  RD, 

HENDRA, 

BR I 3BANE, 

QUEENSLAND  AUSTRALIA, 

21st.  APRIL  1953. 


DEAR  MISS  KELLER, 

I WAS  VERY  FORTUNATE  IN  BEING  ONE  OF  THE  LUCKY  PEOPLE 
TO  MEET  YOU^WHEN  YOU  V/ERE  IN  AUSTRALIA,  YOU  V/ILL  REMEMBER  THE'  CIVIC 
WELCOME  IN  OUR  CITY  HALL  IN  BRISBANE  GIVEN  IN  YOUPHONOUR.  I WAS  ONE  OF 
THE  CRIPPLED  C I RL  GUIDES  WHO  YOU  SHOOK  HANDS  WITHES  YOU  WERE  LEAVING 
THE  HALL  AND^NEVER  WILL  I FORGET  IT,  '' 

IT  IS  A BIG  THRILL  TO  THINK  I HAVE  ALMOST  COMPLETED 
A BOOK  I HAVE  BEEN  WRITING  FOR  EIGHT  YEARS,  ON  THE  LIVES  IDEALSANO  HOPES 
OF  HANDICAPPED  PEOPLE,  ' * 

ON  V/RITING  TO  THE  SOC I ETYS  FOR  CRIPPLES  IN  DIFFERENT 
COUNTR I E3 ^ASK I NG  THEM  FOR  A STORY  ON  SOME  SUCCESSFUL  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 
LIVES  . TO  HELP  INSPIRE  AUSTRALIAN  HANDICAPPED  PEOPLE  TO  WORK  AND  LIVE 
NORMALS  LIVES,  I HAVE  GATHERED  SOME  WONDERFUL  TRUE  STORIES, 

AMERICA  SAID  THEY  WERE  EVER'.  PROUD  TO  TELL  4YOUR  WONDERFUL 
STORY  WHICH  WAS  ONE  OF  MY  OWN  CHOICES,  AND  NOW  I ASK  YOUR  PERMISSION  TO 
WRITE  WHAT  I HAVE  WRITTEN,  IF  YOU  WILL  BE  SO  KIND  ASfTO  GRANT  IT. 


ENCLOSED  IS  THE  STORY  I HAVE  WRITTEN  FROM  THE  BOOKS 
I HAVE  READ  ABOUT  YOU  AND  FROM  MEETING  YOU,  I WOULD  LIKE  YOU  TO  ADD 
ANYTHING  YOU  WISH  AND  STRIKE  OUT  ANYTHING  UNDESIRABLE  PLEASE, 


VERY  LITTLE  IS  BEING  DONE  FOR  THE  HANDICAPPED  POEPLE 
OF  QUEENSLAND,  WE  ARE  FROM  I NG  A LEAGUE  TO  HELP  THEM  INfVERY  WAY  POSSIBLE, 
I HAVE  BEEN  VOTED  PRESIDENT  FOR  THE  FIRST  YEAR. 

IF  MY  BOOK  IS  SUCCESSFUL  IN  BEING  PUBLISHED  HALF  OF 
THE  sales  WILL  GO  TOWARDS  THIS  WORK. 


TRUSTING  YOU  ARE  WELL  .AND  THAT  THIS  LETTER 
WILL  FIND  YOU  PER  MIDBUM  OF  THE  ADULT  SOCIETY  FOR  CRIPPLES  OF  AMERICA. 


THANKItIG  YOU, 

YOURS  FAITHFULLY. 

* 


-7/  / 

IVATI^AL  SOCIETY 
CRIPPLED  CHILDREN  HttJj  C^nc. 
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April  26,  1953 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
VJestport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 


We  are  forwarding  to  you  enclosed  a sealed  letter  that 
I4iss  Jessie  Hickey  asked  that  we  send  to  you.  Enclosed 
also  is  a copy  of  her  letter  making  the  request. 

With  very  best  wishes. 


Librarian 

ECGtsaw 
Ends . 


THE  National  society  for  crippled  children  & adults,  incorporated 


Station  House 

Hendra 

Brisbane 

Queensland  Australia. 
21st,  April  1953 


r 


P 

¥ 


Dear  Sir  or  Madam. 

It  is  some  years  since  I have  written  to  you.  I have 
been  getting  your  montly  magazines  through  one  of  our 
agencys  and  have  read  them  with  much  interest. 

A few  years  back  I wrote  you  saying  I was  writing  a 
book  and  you  kindly  forwarded  me  the  information  I re- 
quired. I wonder  if  you  would  help  me  again  please. 

I have  written  a chapter  on  her  life  story  and  would 
like  Hellen  Kellers  ].-ermissions  to  publish  it.  But 
don’t  know  just  where  she  lives  in  America. 

I would  be  grateful  if  you  would  address  the  enclosed 
envelope  on  to  her. 

If  successful  I will  forward  you  one  of  my  books. 

llianking  you, 

Yours  faithfully. 

Miss  Jessie  Hickey 


U 


I9SS 

^ P'.rk  Hl"h  School 

■'’fj-'.umcnt . Texiis 

M-.y  :.  ]>5r. 

viss  -c  i '-i' 

're  n "’i'ii,'- 
vcstijcrt.  Coen. 

Te-^r  '»iss  Kel  ler: 

It  is  fiei ightf’Jl  to  h^-ve  ‘pn  ercusc  tc  vrite  to  yen... 

.tn'i  it  is  tc  beg  to  use,... if  v.c  m'.’/. ■•cur  stimui-- ting  article 

cn  "”hree  r’cy.s  tc  See"...  vhich  v.-^s  ;ubiishc'i  in  b^"-  The  ftlrntic 

•'onthiy,  'n'’}  ••.  ceuyic  cf  months  I'  tsr,  <=bri'igc'5  ^no  republishce  by 

The  '■’c'-bej' ' s o^^'o.st. 

TiiS  Fe‘''’'icr's  pigest  h'-vc  given  their  permission  to  use 
it....  if  VC  secure  yours  >-]sc.  Ve  inclose  r.  copy  of  their  letter. 

'Ve  v.oujp'i  like  to  iif.ve  reprints  mrne  cf  your  srticle  for 
use  in  cur  High  School  uiolcgy  cl«sses.  The  students  v.ill  treesure 
it  forever. 


v'iss  Teller,  do  you  sign  your  n'pme?  Tf  so...  could  ve 
hf'vc  it  copied  .-nd  pieced  on  the  copies  ve  hsve  nr-de?  Tt  v.ould  m.'-pke 
greh  one  -11  the  mors  of  >■  tren.surc.  Tf  T esk  rmiss...  T'm  sorrj'. 

>1--  OTgerness  tniy  outrun  better  judgment. 

Te  C'  n sc- reel”  v it  yrur  reppJ  ". 


Admiringly, 

”.S.^iol eg” 


IHIC  R::AD!i.>'S  DIoi'-iaT 

pi er snntvi]  1 e.  *Tcv.-  ''ork 


fpri]  P?,  1957 


De^r  "iss  Siinkins: 

Te  "re  rle^se^l  tr  kncv  cf  :’cur  interest  in  ^elen 
Keller'' s -^T-ticle  "'''hree  rr'ps  tc  Gcc,"  "ni  ve'11  net  object 
tc  ••cur  proper in^;  ccpics  cf  it  fer  use  in  ycur  biclogy 
classes,  prevising  ci'ciit  is  given  to  The  *t1f-:ntic  "enthly, 
en'i  to  the  ripest.  PcTTdssicn  tc  use  the  material  shoul'i 
be  obtained  frem  the  nuthcr,  as  we]].  ”iss  Keller's  heme 
aehress  is  /'rc-^n  ^iugc_,  "’estport.  Connecticut. 

■'■h.'ink  you  feu-  consulting  us. 


Pinccrely , 

(signeh)  ''fir:,'  T.  Steyn 


•'iss  Kthcl  Jo  Simkins 

101  - Gout*'  Turk  High  School 

Pecument,  Texes 


COPY  OF  OUR  LETTER  FROfil  THE  DIG -ST 


I lie  MctI  loclisl  C'liurcli 

Saint  Paul  Area 
198  / Summit  A venue 
Saint  Paul  5,  A\inncsota 
Tclcplionc  A'cstor  3893 

Ralpk  S paiiljin^  ( usliiuiin 

RcBidcnt  Bisliop 

S\iminer  Address: 
Romulus,  N.Y. 

R.D. 


tjizdlietii  tlcnnings 
Offi  cc  ^^ccrclarv 


May  20,  1953 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
15  West  16th  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

Would  you  give  us  permission  to  use 
the  enclosed  statement  in  a manuscript  which 
will  be  published  by  the  Upper  Room  Press, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  in  a small  volume  to  be  known 
as  "The  Pocket  Book  of  Hope"?  I wish  to  use 
the  quotation  from  you  just  as  it  is  on  the 
enclosure . 

If  there  is  any  charge  to  be  made,  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  you  state  what  it  is. 


Sincerely  yours. 


O-H 


Dictated  by  Bishop  Cushman  but  signed  in  his  ab- 
sence . 


'I  have  a ,(euiar<J,hi/>  entrusted  to  me,”  . St.  Pauli  1 Cor.  9tI7  A.R.V. 


RESOLVE  TO  ILEEP  HAPPY 


"Join  the  great  company  of  those  who  make  the 
barren  places  of  life  fruitful  with  kindness.  Carry 
a vision  of  heaven  in  your  hearts,  and  you  shall 
make  your  home,  your  college,  the  world,  correspond 
to  that  vision.  Your  success  and  happiness  lie  in 
you.  External  conditions  are  the  accidents  of  life, 
its  outer  trappings.  The  great,  enduring  realities 
are  love  and  service.  Joy  is  the  holy  fire  that  keeps 
ovir  ptirpose  warm  and  our  intelligence  aglow.  Resolve 
to  keep  happy,  and  your  joy  and  you  shall  form  an  in- 
vincible host  against  difficulty." 


Helen  Keller 


New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 


Jme  1,  1953 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Found.ition  for  the  Blind 
15  West  l6th  Street 
New  Y^rk,  11,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  will 
culminate  the  activities  of  its  40th  Anniversary  with  a 
dinner,  October  1,  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel. 

We  have  found  during  this  year  that  many  of  our 
fellow  citizens  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  Commission  and 
the  work  it  is  doing.  The  chief  aim  of  this  dinner  is  to  acquaint 
the  public  with  the  assistance  and  service  given  by  our  State  to 
its  sightless  people. 

Governor  Dewey  has  graciously  consented  to  be  Honorary 
Chairman.  Will  you.  Miss  Keller,  do  us  the  great  honor  of  being 
Honorary  Vice-Chairman?  We  know  of  no  finer  way  to  insure  the 
success  of  the  dinner  than  to  have  your  name  as  Honorary  Vice- 
Chairman  with  yovu*  anticipated  attendance. 

With  best  wishes  and  kindest  personal  regards,  I am 

Sincerely  yours. 


(signed)  Blrnche  P.  Gilman 
Chairman 


copy 


BOAED  OF  EDUCATION 
The  City  of  Detroit 
Detroit,  26  - Michigan 


Jtine  8,  1953 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

The  Board  of  Education  at  its  meeting  on  May  26,  1953 
took  under  consideration  the  matter  of  selecting  a name  for  the 
new  school  building  which  is  to  be  constructed  on  the  site 
located  at  Linnhurst  and  Waltham  Avenues  in  the  City  of  Detroit. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Board  Members  that 
it  vrould  be  most  fitting  and  appropriate  to  honor  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  school  system  by  naming  this  school  building 
after  you.  The  many  years  of  public  service  which  you  have 
already  given  to  our  country  have  been  greatly  appreciated 
throughout  the  years  and  will  long  be  remembered. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  this  action 
of  the  Board. 


Yours  very  truly. 


(signed)  E.  M.  Lane 
Secretary 


Copy- 


Department  of  S-tate 
Waslilng-ton 


Air  Mail 


June  26,  1953 


My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

Assist'-uit  Secretary  John  Moors  Cabot  has  been  dee  ply 
interested  in  the  reports  from  our  Embassies  and  in  the  press 
on  the  gratifying  reception  accorded  you  recently  in  Brazil, 

Peru,  Chile,  Panama  and  Mexico.  Before  lea-d.ng  last  -rfeek  to 
accompany  Dr.  Milton  Eisenhower  on  his  South  American  tour,  Mr. 
Cabot  asked  me  to  send  you  a birthday  message  of  felicita- 
tion and  congratulation. 

In  behalf  of  Mr.  Cabot  therefore,  and  in  my  own  behalf, 

I -take  pleasure  in  extending  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  you 
on  your  seventy-third  birthdsiy,  and  in  expressing  the  Depar-tment 
of  S-tate' s appreciative  recognition  of  the  good  -will  which  yoior 
Latin  American  -Tisit  generated. 

Your  fellow-citizens  have  long  felt  an  affectionate  pride 
in  yo-ur  achievements.  Admira-tion  and  affection  for  you  have, 
indeed,  transcended  national  frontiers.  Your  devotion  to  the 
adv  ncement  of  those  who  would  otherwise  be  immured  in  darkness 
and  silence  has  been  a beacon  of  hope  to  thousands  throughout  the 
world. 

With  all  good  -wishes  for  this  and  many  succeed Irg  birthdays. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Thomas  C.  Mann 
Acting  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Inter-iimerican  Affairs 


Miss  Helen  Killer, 
Westport, 
Connecticut. 


A T U IL  A T JI  (V)  N S 

{ 820  AM  JUN  27  $3)^ 


.BA055 

BvCDU230  19  PD  INTL=CD  VALPARA I SOCH ILE  VIA  ALLAMERICA  JUN  26 
LT  MISS  HELEN  KELLER^  NFT=* 

^WESTPORT  (CONN)= 


THE  BEST  OF  HAPPINESS  FOR  YOU  AND  MISS  POLY= 
•PARICIO  DONOSO  Y MARGARITA  IBANEZ=' 


735 


M E M T lir^B  AY  GMEETENGS 


•TQBA031  (313  AM  JUN  27  53 

BrrNA097  BDA  NL  PD=NEW  YORK  NY  26* 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER=FONE  FAIRFIELD  91345 


WESTPORT  CONN= 


-THIS  YEAR  MY  WORLD  HAS  REVOLVED  ABOUT  YOU  AS  THE  EARTH 
ABOUT  THE  SUN  POOR  EARTH  WITH  ONLY  THE  WARMTH  OF  ITS  FAIR 
WEATHER  FRIENDS  LUCKY  WE  WITH  YOUR  WARMTH  MORE  ^ 
PENETRATING  MORE  HEARTENING  MORE  ENDURING  MORE  LOVABLE  - 

thanks  from  one  of  your  planetary  FAMILY= 

• D I CK*r«  ** 

V.  * ^ 


Class  of  Snivici 
Thi*  I»  ■ fuJl-mte 

Telegram  or  Ccblt' 
gram  uniett  to»  de* 
fen^  character  is  In- 
dicated by  a suitable 
rymbol  above  or  pre- 
ceding the  addreas. 


WESTERN 

UNION 


W P.  MARSHALL.  PRaaiDtNT 


DL*D«t  Lcaer 


NL»Night  Letter 


LT=Int’l  LetterTeteyram 


VLT^Int’l  Victory  Ltr. 


^ Mi.,  tlm»  .hown  i,  th.  d.mta«  ^ d.y  l.tto»  I.  STANDARD  TIME  .t  point  of  ori*in.  Time  of  receipt  I.  STANDARD  TIME  U point  of  deMnetlo. 


-BA012 


.(728  AM  JUN  27  53]= 


B-rNB593  LONG  NL  PD*NEW  YORK  NY  26» 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER= 

•ARCAN  RIDGE  WESTPORT  C0NN= 


•WELCOME  HOMEv  TOGETHER  WITH  ALL  OF  YOUR  FRIENDS  WHOM  YOU 
HAVE  HELPED  THROUGH  THE  JOHN  MILTON  SOCIETY  OR  WHO  HAVE  \ 
SHARED  WITH  YOU  IN  THIS  WORLD  WIDE  SERVICE^  I WOULD  LIKE 
TO  EXTEND  TO  YOU  OUR  WARMEST  GOOD  WISHES  ON  YOUR  73  BIRTHDAY^^ 
WE  THANK  GOD  WITH  ALL  OUR  HEARTS  FOR  MANY  YE^ARS  OF  SERVICE 
THAT  YOU  HAVE  GIVEN  THROUGH  SO  MANY  WONDERFUL  AGENCIES  AND 
EVENTS-*  FOR  YOUR  WORLD  WIDE  VISION  AND  FOR  YOUR  FEARLESS  j 
COURAGE  IN  TRYING  TO  LIFT  THE  BURDEN  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED^ 

WE  THANK  GOD  PARTICULARLY  FOR  THE  LIGHT  AND  INSPIRATION 

THAT  YOU  HAVE  HELPED  TO  BRING  TO  YOUR  FELLOW  BLIND 
JH ROUGJi,  TH E ML  LG iOUS„WQmi_  , OF  OUR  SQCI£XYa' 

, ^ SI  ABOVE  ALL  WE  ARE  GRATEFUL  FOR  THE  WARMTH  OF  YOUR 

< 

FRIENDSHIP-,^  FOR  THE  RADIANCE  OF  YOUR  PERSONALITY  AND  FOR  THE 
DEEP  CERTAINTIES  OF  YOUR  FAITH  WHICH  YOU  HAVE  SHARED  WITH  US.,- 
WE  WANT  TO  ASSURE  YOU  OF  OUR  CONTINUING  LOVE  AND  LOYALTY  IN 
THE  YEARS  AHEAD>  MAY  GOD  RICHLY  BLESS  YOU  AND  POLLY  IN  YOUR 

: GREAT  W0RK=* 

-NELSON  CHAPPEL=^... 


THE  COMl’ANT  WILL  APPRECI.VTE  BtJOGESTlON’8  PKOM  ITB  PATRONS  CONCERNING  PPS  8BRVIC1 


P.O.Box  21 

Roodep.- ort  Tvl., 

South  Africa  J'mt  27th  1953 

My  d«ar 

Junt  a ft'-  words  of  birthday  grcstiagf’  from  both  of  us  . 

I r.lvays  forget  the  i xact  •ay  but  know  it  is  bout  this  time  - you 
ar«,  I hope,  having  a bit  of  s sui.untr  holiday,  may  it  freshen  and  rtr«r.'^:h6 
you  for  yet  iian;-  years  of  Joyful  service. 

I know  that  I ou&it  to  be  r.ore  personal  and  write  this  in  Braille,  but  you 
knov/  my  laziness,  moreover  if  Polly  reads  this  to  you  she  also  will  get 
the  news,  as  I hope  she  '..-ill  share  the  greetings.  / 

Yesterday  I was  given  an  advance  copy  of  Montserrat's  book,-  but  as  I 

f 

was  tied  up  vdth  meetings  until  li  p.m.  I only  managed  to  read  the 
opening  chapters  before  retiring  - truly  astinishing.  I will  reserve 
considered  opinion  until  I I'.ave  finished  the'  -hole  tiring,  if  I can  stick  get'^  ■'•g  . 
getting  so  far  - v.'hat  a sinlr  of  a mind  the  man  has.  Ask  Polly  to  be 
so  good  as  to  let  me  have  a brief  note  to  say  v'hether  you  h- ve  decided  to  dej 
anything  about  it,  or  are  you  going  to  tr- at  the  thing  with  .the  contempt 
it  deserves?  ? 

Florence  keeps  v;<!ll,  and  is  amsingly  active.  So  far  the  winter  has  been 
mild  vfith  a mere  couple  of  days  damp  cold,  but  we  still  have  July  to  get 
t rough  when  anything  may  happen. 

What  a mess  politically  this  country  is  in,  I shud.d.er  to  thinl:  v;hat 
may  happen  in  the  next  fev:  years,  and  nearly  all  through  mans'  stupidity. 

Give  Polly  our  affectionate-  greetings,  keeping  the  lion  share  for 


j. 


I. 


Sincerely  yours. 


yourself. 


/I  ^ ^ / 


4v^— * — »o— V 

y 

IT 

0<<LC>l-y 

^Ajy  tr'^^j-ir-1^  i— c? 
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/ 
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cOo^ 


EERSTE  VOU- FIRST  FOLD 


naam  en  adres  van  afsender 

SENDER'S  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 


OTOJ  ONOD3S-nOA  3033ML 


AZe  NORTH  BRISTOL  AVENUE 
LOS  ANGELES  49.  CALIFORNIA 


July  19,  19^3 


My  Dear  helen  Keller: 

Your  letter  of  July  Iith  is  the  most  inspira- 
tional I ever  received. 

But  you  must  know,  Helen  Keller,  that  your 
real  wealth  in  your  pilgrimage  is  the  love  you 
are  constantly  giving  your  fellow-man,  by  helping 
people  not  only  to  find  their  way,  but  to  find 
themselves . 

Bless  you  and  thank  you  again  and  again  for 
being  such  a beautiful  guiding  spirit  to  all  - 


Colorado  Colo 

1804  N.  Tejon 
July  16,  1953 


Miss  Helan  Keller 
Aroan  Ridge,  Westport, 
Conn* 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


Mrs.  A.K.  Pohndorf  of  Denrer  has  been  my  friend  for  over  20 


years  and  started  me  in  my  hobby  of  colleoting  agates  and  minerals.  A few 
years  ago  she  urged  me  to  write  an  article  on  Gems  In  The  Bible  which  I 


recently  completed. 


Wo  plan  on  having  it  published  in  The  Lapidary  Journal,  Palm 


Desert,  California  in  the  October  issue.  I wrote  an  article  on  "Texas  Bouquet 
Agate"  for  that  magazine  in  1949  and  the  editor  wants  to  put  it  in  his  fin* 
gem  and  mineral  publication.  He  doesn't  pay  anything  to  me  for  writing  an 
article. 


letter  which  you  wrote  to  Mrs.  Pohndorf  on  May  16,  1941.  Mrs.  Pohndorf  said 
I could  use  your  letter,  but  it  is  customary  to  also  ask  pennission  of  the  iwriter. 
We  may  make  a recording,  so  I would  appreciate  an  answer  from  you  allowing  me 
to  use  your  letter  in  whole  or  part.  I particularly  want  and  like  the  closing 
paragraph  in  which  you  wrote, "Again  themking  you  for  a treasure  which  vibrates 
with  music  from  nature’s  heart  to  my  own,  I am,  with  Miss  Thomson's  kindest 
greetings," 

, I finish  tjte  article  with, the  poet  touches  the  soul  of  the 
Bible  student  and  the  hobbyist  when  he  writes  abort  Divine 
REVELATION 

I love  to  dig  for  crystals  deep—  Jade,  plume,  opal  and  scenic  wood 

Minerals  rare  and  bright;  Give  thrills  to  probe  and  prod} 

A blue  topaz,  a tourmaline.  For  all  of  Nature's  precious  gems 

Rubios  are  my  delight.  Reveal  the  plan  of  God! 


However,  I thought  I should  get  your  permission  to  quote  your 


When  this  article  is  off  the  press  I will  see  to  it  that  a copy 
is  sent  to  you.  May  I thank  you  inadvanoe  for  your  kindness. 

Sincerely 


Rudolph  Fahl 


Av.  Atahualpa  23U 
Miraflores,  Limat  Peru 


Aufiuat  3,1953 


Dear  Helen,  Polly  and  Nella: 

Forgive  me,  my  "doubling"  this  letter,  but  1 have  several  things 
to  say  that  1 know  will  be  of  mutual  interest  to  youo  First,  I'd 
like  to  thank  you,  Helen,  for  your  good  letter  of  July  1st,  received 
here  just  as  Dorothy  and  I were  closing  our  bags  before  taking  off 
for  Panama,  and  preparations  for  CAIJS' s 7th  annual  Conferenceo  It 
was  a huge  success  in  every  way;  I think  we  see  our  future  more  clear- 
ly, realizing  that  our  strength  is  i.n  the  extreme  flexibility  of  our 
organization.  All  the  Latin  American  CARS  gang  send  love,  Don,  Bill, 
Arthur  and  llary. 

Certainly,  part  of  the  fun  of  your  latest  "gadding-about"  was  in  the 
realization  that  your  gad-flying  was  producing  results  even  as  you 
were  on  the  spot, as  witness  the  pledge  of  the  industrialists  in  Sao 
Paulo;  the  new  building  fund  for  the  deaf  and  blind,  announced  while 
you  were  in  Santiago;  the  revival  of  private  interest  in  Lima  and 
Panama,  and  the  action  of  the  president  and  minister  of  Public  Health 
in  Mexico,  in  easing  the  condition  of  the  blind  venders  who  used  to 
offer  their  wares  in  the  Plaza  de  la  Republica,  by  by  offering  them 
permanent,  rent  free  stalls.  If  the  term  "triumphant  tour"  is  ever 
germain,  this  Latin  American  passage  of  yours  should  so  be  known. 

Eric  in  a recent  letter  mentions  the  Pan  American  Conference  on  Work 
for  the  Blind  to  be  held  in  Sao  Paulo  next  year.  Helen,  if  you  could 
do  just  one  or  two  sneeches  there,  I know  it  will  be  worth  i^le.(Then 
on  your  return  you  might  stop  in  Costa  Rica  and  one  or  two  othte 
Central  Americsn  republics  which  invited  you  to  visit  them,  but  too 
late  for  your  current  trip.)  I am  sure  that  your  attendance  at  this 
conference  would  be  a guarantee  of  its  success. 

We  certainly  enjoyed  the  clippings  of  pictures  of  Helen  as  she  "pulled 
the  Lions'  tail",  let's  hope  it  will  produce  the  desired  results,  al- 
ready the  Lima  Lions  have  S/5, 000.00  to  match  any  other  club  for  an 
educational  project  for  Rimac,  Peru.  Bill  Salas  has  the  clipping 
of  Helen  on  the  platform  with  Umberto  Valenzuela  of  Santiago-one  more 
contact  for  him  and  Arthur. 
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And  your  letter  Polly,  written  on  the  12th  as  you  finished  your 
annual  checks,  was  most  welcome,  and  I know  the  report  was  goodo 
I do  hope  you  will  have  a little  leisure  now,  before  you  start  off 
again.  Glad  you  both  enjoyed  our  "secrets"  as  I did,  but  I'm  sure 
I show  ray  matchless  pair  (of  linksO  with  a great  deal  more  pridel 

Now  Polly  and  Nella,  I am  indeed  interested  in  the  thought  of  Helen' s 
nomination  for  the  Nobel  Prize  for  several  reasons.  First,  if  I 
remember,  it  carries  a bit  of  cash  along  with  it,  and  this  is  import- 
ant. Then  it  would  serve  to  sum  up  Helen' s contribution  to  the 
cause  of  world-peace  and  brotherhood  in  the  golden  years  of  her  life. 
(Having  nearly  finished  Nells' s "Anne  Sullivan  Macy"  I am  now  aware, 
66t  the  first  time,  of  the  fight  Helen  has  led,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning for  peace.)  Too,  it  would  once  more  carry  her  plea  for  the  well- 
bing  of  her  blind  and  deaf  fellows,  round  the  world. 

I seem  to  recall  that  nominations  and  secondings  must  be  in  Stockholm 
in  February.  The  strategy  of  the  campaign  would  call  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  Helen  Keller,  by  a committee  or  appropriate  body  outside  the 
U.S.A.,  and  secondings,  also,  from  other  countries.  (Nancy  Hamilton 
and  Eric  Boulter  could  discover  the  procedure  required,  dates,  etc. 
CARE'S  Josiah  P.  Marvel  has  some  knowledge  of  these  requirements,  I 
am  sure.)  I am  confident  that  the  original  nomination  could  be  ar- 
ranged to  come  from  Japan,  Brazil  or  Chile,  or  another  and  secondings 
from  the  coxmtries  not  initiating  the  action,  plus.  Peru,  Mexico, Egypt, 
Israel,  Lebanon  and  possibly  France,  and  other  countries  Helen  has 
visited  including  A'ustralia,  New  Zealand,  etc.,  as  well  as  those  still 
to  feel  the  warmth  of  her  presence,  India  and  Pakistan.  As  soon  as 
Nella  and  associates  plot  the  campaign,  I can  work  in  Latin  America 
to  line  up  the  nomination  and/or  seconding  actions.  I do  feel  that 
time  is  of  the  essence.  So  let  me  know  what  you  decide  and  let's 
go  to  work,  "time's  a wastin'"  !> 

Helen,  if  you  and  Polly  decide  to  go  gallivanting  off  to  India,  I'd 
like  to  join  you,  but  I don't  see  how  it  could  be  done,  as  I've  no 
ousiness  in  that  area,  unless  Uncle  Sam  or  so:'ie  one  picked  up  Uie 
travel  tab.  However,  Eric  could  arrange  through  CARS  to  bring  our 
Fred  Levine,  Mission  Chief  for  India,  into  the  picture  to  do  for  you 
the  things  I attempted.  Xou'd  love  him  just  as  you  did  the  boys  and 
and  girls  you  met  in  these  latitudes.  (But  if  you  decide  to  attend 
the  meeting  in  Sao  Paulo,  I'll  be  there I ) 
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As  soon  as  i can  see  over  the  mound  of  action  letters  now  on  my 
desk.  I'll  finish  that  diary  of  the  gyrations  of  our  journeying 
jennies  and  then,  settle  dov«i  to  the  opus  "Two  on  a Broomstick", or 
"Hsian  and  Polly  as  1 learned  to  Know  Them-the  Hard  Way"  I 

In  closing. 


There  snce  was  a Soots  lass  named  Polly 
Who  traveled  with  Helen,  by  golly, 

'Cause  their  broom  was  a jet  job 

They  could  soften  the  set-snob 

With  time  free  to  disturb  num  at  his  folly. 


PoS«  Helen,  your  copy  of  "The  Story  of  My  Life"-  and  the  delightful 
inscription  will  always  be  treasured-  and  Nella' s "Anne  Sullivan 
>iacy"  loaned  by  the  American  Fomdation  for  the  Blind  Library,  are 
at  hand  and  give  me  the  background  ,I  felt  I needed.  NBN 


Love  to  you  all  from  Dorothy,  the  children  and 


] 

I 


Polly  Thompson 

(care  Miss  Helen  Keller) 

American  Foundation  for  Blind 


Niry  YORK  CI'^Y 


Sydney  S.  Jacouelin,  M.  D. 

Box  222,  Hollywood  26 
California 
hillside  3017 


My  dear  Miss  Thompson: 

I had  the  great  privilege  and  pleasure  many 
years  ago  of  meeting  Miss  Helen  Keller  and  her  companion  . liaturally 
I have  been  interested  in  the  very  remarkable  development  and  progress 
of  this  v/onderful  v/oman 

In  an  article  in  the  American  Weekly  of  last 
December  !'iss  Keller  is  quoted  as  saying:  " Dometimes  a glorious 

light  visits  me  in  my  sleep.  I never  grope,  but  walk  in  crowded  streets 
freely."  'What  do  you  suppose  that  "light"  is?  How  does  it 

compare  v.ith  the  daylight  that  we  normal  humans  see  v/hen  v/e  are  walking 
on  the  streets  and  do  you  think  in  her  dreams  she  sees  the  crowd  as  we 
see  them  and  walks  accordingly  as  v/e  do.  I have  been  interested  in 
this  phase  of  her  life  •'‘or  many  year’s  ani  I should  m'uch  appreciate  yo'ar 
"'reet  cour+osy  and  ki-”.  Iness  in.  -yetting  your  valuable  opi'nion  on  this 
particular  sub-iect. 


ago  I met  the  v/onderful  blind  Tom,  the  Hegro . Hut  I never  c ould  translate 
v;hat  he  told  me. 

Tmsti’og  I may  he'ur  dro'i  you  and  'with  my  bast  wisnes 
to  !;'iss  Keller  and  you,  I am. 


You  see  I ha''’’e  for  ’.’■er',''  maiov  years  b-en  a re^ 


August  I3th,  1953 


Class  of  Servicb 


This  is  a full'rate 
.Telegram  or  Cable- 
pam  unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  irr- 
dicated  by  a suitable 
symbol  ateve  or  pre- 
CMing  the  address. 


UNION 

W.  P.  MARSHALL.  PRESIDENT 


The  PHng  time  shown  in  the  date  lino  oa  telegraiaa  and  day  letters  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  is  ST< 


SYMBOLS 


DL=Day  Letter 
NL=Night  Letter 
LT=Int  I Letter  Telegram 
VLT=Int’l  Victory  Let. 


..BB012 

B.V/PA005  (B^.CDU9^4)  LONG  150  PD  I NTL=RELAY=CD  VENEZIA  VIA 

V/UCABLES  24  1655=  c 

LT  MISS  HELEN  KELLER  (PHONE  TRUMBULL  EXCHG)= 

WESTPORT  (C0NN)[RTE  BRIDGEPORT  C0NN)== 


READERS  DIGEST  NOVEMBER  ISSUE  MARKS  TV/EMTYFIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  • 

: NONPROFIT  BRAILLE  AND  TALKING  BOOK  EDITIONS  STOP  MAGAZINE  PLANS 
ONE  PAGE  COMMEMORATIVE  ESSAY  ON  WHAT  THESE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS 
HAVE  MEANT  TO  THE  SIGHTLESS  COMMA  OPENING  WORLD  WINDOWS  EACH 
.MONTH  TO  TENS  OF  THOUSANDS  STOPAS  THE  INCOMPARABLE  SIGNATOR 
FOR  STATEMENT  YOUR  COOfPlATION  INVALUABLE  AND  WOULD  BE  DEEPLY  ■ 

I APPRECIATED  BY  DIGEST  STOP  IF  YOU  CONSENT  THEY  WOULD  AID  IN  ANY 

WAY  IN  PREPARATION  OF  TEXT  STOP  IF  TOO  BUSY  TO  PREPARE 
flVEHUNDRED  WORDS  THEY  WOULD  WELCOME  EVEN  A PARAGRAPH  OR  WOULD- 

^ OFFER  DRAFT  WHICH  YOU  COULD  MODIFY  OR  WOULD  SEND  AM  EDITOR  To" 
^SEE  YOU  STOP  IF  AGREEABLE  COULD  YOU  COMMUNICATE  DIRECT  WITH 
MARC  ROSE  OF  READERS  DIGEST  STOP  DO  HOPE  YOU  WILL  FEEL 
DISPOSED  TO  MAKE  TH.IS  STATEMENT  IN  VIEW  OF  UNIQUE  CONTRIBUTION 

THE  DIGEST  HAS  MADE  IN  THIS  FIELD  REGARDS  TO  YOU  AND  MISS 
THOMPSON= 


. ISABEL  ROSS= 


ISHBEL-.'. 


$-S-t 


l\ 


w 


Tllh  COMPANY  WILL  APPJIUCI ATK  SUGOKSTIONS  yili.)M  ITS  P.VTIIONS  CONCKUXING  IT.'?  SKUV1C13 


i'iTS.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  St, 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 
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Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport 
Connecticut 


From  W.  McG.  Eagar,  C.B.E.,  “Spange  Hawe,”  Ewhurst,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


Telephone  : Ewhurst  82  (Toll). 


Aug;  30.  1953. 

My  dear  Helen, 

I have  been  waiting  for  the  publication  of  Monserrat's  nasty  book  before 

writing  to  you,  my  dear,  but  before  putting  the  tongs  to  that  bit  of 

carrion  I must  ask  for  your  news  and  give  you  what  there  is  of  ours. 

I do  hope  that  South  America  was  not  exhausting  to  you  or  Polly-  to  whom 

my  drepest  salaams;  it  isn't  her  fault  that  she  is  Scottish;  it  is  just 

bad  luck.  I am  sure  that  you  spread  understanding  wherever  you  went  and 

left  vital  inspiration.  And  the  next  thing,  madam,  as  our  village  shop- 

town 

keeper  used  to  say  in  the  style,  I suppose,  of  shopiee-.ers  of  the  pre- 
vious vintage?  Some  rest,  I hope,  for  both  your  sakes.  About  us,  '^elle, 


like  me,  gets  no  younger  but, also  like  me,  I hope,  seems  no  older.  I have 
been  dreadfully  lazy  since  I finished  the  odd  jobs  connected  with  the 
publication  of  my  big  book,  ^akins;  Men  , Vvhich  should  be  out  in  October. 

’in 

You  knov/,  I think,  that  it  is  a history  of  Boys'  Clubs  and  related  orgaJi- 
isations  in  Britain  but  when  you  read  it  in  Braille,  as  I hope  you  will, 
you  will  be  sirp; ised  to  find  how  big  a story  it  is.  I had  to  turn  over  a 
tract  of  ¥ictori.an  history  which  has  been  ignored  oy  social  historians, 
though  -in  it  glows  with  light.  The  poor  dear  Victorians,  earnest,  sincere 
antmonourable,  struggled  against  the  conviction  of  social  sinf  ulness;^^dread- 
ed  democracy  and  abominated  the  idea  of  the  State  interfering  with  econom- 
ic laws,  but  their  conscience  would  not  let  them  be  the  individualists  they 
wanted  to  be  and  thought  they  ought  to  be;  they  ' felt  it  incumbent a® ^them 
( a phrase  which  cops  up  at  intervals  in  the  story)  ts  do  personal  service 
in  the  slums,  where  the  boys  were  the  most  evident  sufferers  from  social 
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injustice,  the  *»«,%  greatest  potential  danger,  as  one  day,  with  things 
going  as  they  were  , they  might  become  voters  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
amenable  subjects  for  the  civilising  influence  of  games  permeated  by  the 
ethos  of  the  Public  Schools  as  reformed  and  reinvigorated  by  Arnold  and 
his  peers.  3o  they  forsook  their  westrend  haunts|or  in  some  cases  imperilled 
their  business  careers, to  give  themselves  away  to  ooys  who  had  not  had 
their  advantages,  acting  individually  with  never  an  inklin|  that  they 
were  starting  the  social  revolution,  which  was  inevitable  when  they  dis- 
covered the  quality  of  the  boys  in  the  sluas  and  by  inference  of  the 
working  classes  as  a whole.  You  will  see  from  that  that  I have  got  a story 
to  tell;  it  runs  to  440  pages  with  illustrations  more  or  less  relevant  and 
some  rather  striking.  I don't  know  that  the  Nig  will  put  (^king  '^en  into 
Braille-  the  reaction  from  my  period  of  dynamic  expansion  is  in  full  swing 
there,  tJut  if  you  asked  Miss  Glazebrook  I am  sure  she  would  get  it  done 
for  you  and  I would  be  flattered  above  all  things  for  you  to  read  the  book. 
As  I said  above  I have  oeen  appallingly  lazy  and  still  don't  know  whether 
that  is  a passing  phase  of  tiredness  after  doing  a biggish  job  or  the 
setting  in  of  old  age.  Physically  I am  in  good  form--  touching  wood, 

■^he  garden  is  a feast 'of  colour  and  scent;  the  poses  this  year  after  get- 
ting their  almost  first  encouragement  of  manure  have  been  profuse  and, as 
there  are,  according  to  one  of  our  guests,  over  150  bushes,  they  have 
been  a garden  in  themselves,  ^^ave  I tolC  you  of  the  rock  garden  built  up 
mainly  bj^'^my  own  hands  into  Pelion  and  ©ssa,  a hillock  of  lime-stone  and 
a mound, which  rises  three  inches  higher, of  non-limy  stones  and  soil  for 
the  baby  rhododendrons  , gentians  and  other  calcifuge  ( Isn't  that  a nice 
word?)  plants.  My  great  pride  hhs  been  a Passion  Plower  in  the  NIB  Staff 
greengouse  which  has  hundreds  of  flowers,  amazing  in  form  and  tradition- 
ally symbolic,  and  is  now  hung  heavily  with  egg-shaped  orange  fruit.  I 


V 

sre«  It  frtm  3eed  30,„  in  the  spring  of  1951  and  yesterday  I cut  barro„-leac 

loads  of  it  a»ay  as  it  «as  shadowing  the  whole  house  too  darjtly  no,  that 

the  sun  is  losing  its  power.  I am  constantly  lost  in  „ar,el  at'J?e°Jeauty 

of  flowers;  the  theological  argument  from  design  misses  a point  in  not 

instancing  it.  I made  a little  rhyme,  which  I inflict  on  you  in  the  hope 

that  haven't  done  so  before:-  Sn»w 

Crocus,  daffodil,  lilly,  rose, 
ilonth  by  month  the  wonder  grows 
V/hy  God  created  so  much  beauty 
0 teach  the  bees  to  do  their  duty, 

AS  flower  scents  give  pleasure  only  to  human  beings  and  beauty  Is  perceived 
only  by  them,  the  exquleite  viortaianshlp  of  flower  forms  and  their  scents 
are  at  least  a broad  hint  from  God  about  Himself. 

i'he  British  Bmpire  Society  goes  on  very  well  considering  the  dfflculties 

Of  the  times  and  the  object.  We  hhve  to  fight  for  the  money  we  need  but  it 

has  come  in  reasonacly  and  every  month  gives  us  evidence  of  exploded  work, 

John  .mson  does  invaluable  work  and  we  sighted  people  who  are  concerned 

have  the  sense  to  emph,,,,,  realise  that  he  is  more  convincing  than  we  can 

hope  to  be,  (le  is  quite  a family  man  yow  with  two  children. 

now  reluctantly  for  that  brutal  book.  I can  imagine  that  aonserrat  may  h 

■have  started  ..ith  the  smart  novelist's  idea  of  making  a story  on  the  theme 

of  how  a deaf-blind  girl  could  be  exploited,  without  thinking  that  it  might 

lefiict  on  Teacher  or  you.or  realjyintending  to  do  so.  Actually  no  one 

here,  e ,g . in  reviews  so  far  as  J hh„  *,en  them  , had  made  any  connection 

With  your  ma.  venous  life  of  achievement  and  service.  The  reility  of  that 
ought  to  have  v. 

een  a bar  to  the  theme  and  would  have  been  to  any  decent- 
minded  writer.  But  Monserrat  is  obviousi^y*  a vulgar  fellow,  w ill ing  to  exploit 
pruriently  any  theme  however  sacred, and  we  can  hope,  w think,  that  h^lm 

000k  at  any  cost  will  fall  down  on  its  literary  faults.  The 
inter  part  is  badly  written  by  an,  standards,  his  characters  don't  holcp. 


to^eth^erj^djiis  suggestions  of  how  the  handicap  of  deafness  plus  blindness 
^ar,  ludicrous.  There  is,  unfortunately,  a reading  public  which  re.els  in 
" realism,  which  consists  of  dragging  in  nastiness  at  every  turn  and  I 
don't  doubt  that  they  will  applaud  the  book  as  a book.  But  not  even  those 
groundlings  will  apply  the  story  to  you,  my  dear, brave,  unconquerable  soul. 
Don't  let  it  worry  you  any  more,  the  book  will  die  while  your  name  will  n' 
With  the  work  Which  you  h,ve  done  for  the  blind  and  deaf-  and  i add  with  al 

Sincerity  all  of  us  who  see  and  hear.  You  can.  treat  Konserrat  with  cohtem, 
and  forget  him. 

i'e  would  love  to  have  some  news,  of  you.  How  I would  love  to  see  your 
present  home,  -nd  how  I'd  love  you  to  see  our  niche  In  Surrey  You  would 
love  the  l,th-  or  l6th-  century  beams  of  the  timber-framed  study  where  I am 
typing  so  ineffeioiently-  see  that  wordji,  the  steep  hill  undr  great  trees 
by  which  the  house  is  approached  from  the  high  common  woodland  where 
wild  deer  eyist  invisibly  and  the  tunnel-like  sunken  roads  tiading  up  to 
it  on  the  other  side.  Do  let  us  know  what  your  future  plans'are.  Poor  old 
England  may  be  a back  number  but  it  still  has  some  measure  of  grace  and 
goodness  and  some  refuged  from  the  money-grabbing  smart-alecism  of  the 
sgel  We  aiio  want  news  of  Polly.  How  did  she  stand  up  to  the  South 
American  tour?  How  la  she  now  and  what  are  you  both  thinking;  of-  two 
minds  with  but  one  single  thought  and  that  a lovely  one,  I hope. 


^ p r 

S) 


<^c. . 


P.S,  I have  just  had  copies  of  the  ' prospectus'  of  Making  Men  and 


enclose  one  to  give  you  an  idea  of  its  contents. 
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The  Histoij  of  Boys’  Clubs 
and  Related  Organisations  in 
Great  Britain 

MAKING 

MEN 

W.  McG.  EAGAR 

C.B.E.,  M.A. 


With  a Foreword  by 

CYRIL  GARBETT 

Archbishop  of  York 


\ 

With  Illustrations  loj-  net 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  PRESS  LTD 


MAKING  MEN 

W.  McG.  Eacrar 

O 

This  book,  the  result  of  long  research,  explores  a tract 
of  Victorian  and  Edwardian  social  history  which  has  been 
strangely  neglected.  Only  gradually  did  the  nation  become 
aware  of  one  of  the  grave  consequences  of  the  Industrial 
Revolution — the  growth  of  London’s  East-end  and  other  areas 
of  concentrated,  class-segregated  poverty.  Its  awakening  to 
the  facts  was  largely  due  to  certain  men  who  broke  through 
class-conscious  conventions  and,  “going  down  to  the  slums’’, 
founded  and  maintained  Clubs  for  working  boys.  The 
knowledge  they  gained  and  friendships  they  made  profoundly 
affected  the  course  of  English  social  development. 

Mr.  Eagar  has  written  a masterly  narrative  which  connects 
the  motives  and  methods  of  these  men  w ith  other  19th  century 
expressions  of  religious  and  patriotic  anxiety  and  concern. 
As  a fresh  contribution  to  understanding  the  evolution  of 
19th  century  thought  and  action.  Making  Men  is  of  obvious 
importance  to  students  of  social  history.  To  educationists 
and  social  workers  it  will  be  indispensable  as  it  gives  the 
first  authoritative  account  of  the  origin  of  Youth  Service. 
Many  of  the  facts  it  brings  to  light  will  surprise  modern 
readers  ; for  example,  that  adolescence  in  working-class  life 
went  practically  unrecognised  until  well  on  in  the  century; 
that  working-hoys  had  no  chance  of  plaving  games  until 
late  in  the  1870’s;  and  that  juvenile  delinquencv  in  mid- 
Victorian  times  was  widespread  and  defiant.  Extracts  from 
books  and  articles  of  the  period  recapture  its  authentic 
character. 

Men  who  have  been  largely  or  wholly  forgotten  are  re- 
instated in  memory.  From  Henry  Solly,  the  Chartist,  James 
Greenwood,  the  journalist,  and  Henry  Mayhew',  the  paragon 
of  social  observers,  the  story  runs  on  to  Tom  Pelham, 


Quintin  Hogg,  C.  K.  B.  Russell,  Father  Dolling,  Dr.  Stansfcld 
and  a host  of  men  and  women  whose  contempt  for  self- 
advertisement  had  almost  ensured  them  the  oblivion  they 
courted. 

Substantial  sections  on  the  Boys’  Brigade,  the  Boy  .Scouts, 
Clubs  for  Girls  and  Cadets,  pay  tribute  to  William 
Smith,  Baden-Powell,  Maude  Stanley  and  other  creative 
personalities,  and  the  author  has  not  hesitated  to  draw 
comparisons  and  to  uphold  the  virtue  of  variety  in  youth 
work.  The  story  is  related  to  the  present-day  Youth  Service 
and  ends  with  a pungent  examination  of  what  is  meant  by 
‘leadership’  and  of  what  are  the  essential  conditions  for  the 
perpetuation  of  voluntary  organisations  for  and  of  boys. 

CONTENTS 

THE  RECOGNITION  OF  ADOLESCENCE 

I.  Philanthropy  and  the  Social  Conscience;  2.  The  Discovery  of 
the  Working-boy. 

PAROCHIAL  MECHANISM  AND  THE  SOCIAL  PROBLEM 
1.  The  Laity’s  Initiative;  2.  The  Church  goes  East. 

MOVEMENTS  AND  MEN 

I.  Useful  Knowledge;  2.  The  Soldierly  Impulse;  3.  Virile  Recrea- 
tion; 4.  The  Temperance  Drive. 

RAGGED  SCHOOLS  AND  HOMES 

I.  Ragged  Schools  and  Institutes;  2.  Homes  for  Outcast  and  Other 
Boys;  3.  Homes  and  Clubs. 

THE  IDEA  OF  CLUBS 

I.  Men’s  Institutes  and  Clubs;  2.  Institutes  and  Clubs  for  Boys; 
3.  The  Islington  Youths*  Institute;  4.  Movement  at  Cambridge; 
5.  The  Cyprus  Boys’  Club,  Kennington. 

SETTLEMENTS  AND  HOME  MISSIONS 

I.  Toynbee  Hall  in  Whitechapel;  2.  Cambridge  in  South  London; 
3.  Other  Settlements;  4.  Oxford  House  in  Bethnal  Green ; j.  Public 
School  Missions;  6.  Boys’  Clubs  of  Divers  Origins;  7.  Oxford  in 
Bermondsey. 


BOYS’  CLUBS  IN  LONDON 

I.  I'clham  and  Quinlin  Hogg;  2.  Federation;  3.  Development, 

BOYS’  CLUBS  IN  PROVINCIAL  CITIES 

I.  Manchester;  2.  Liverpool;  3.  Bristol;  4..  Nottingham;  c.  Bir- 
mingham, 

DISCIPLINE,  WOODCRAFT  AND  FRIENDSHIP 

I.  Patriotic  Preparedness;  2.  Moral  Militancy;  3.  Humanitarian 
Woodcraft;  4.  Friendship  and  Personal  Influence;  5.  Clubs  for 
Girls:  Note  on  Partisanship. 

DEFINITIONS  AND  METHODS 

I . Sell-discipline  and  Self-government;  2.  Intensive  Boys’  Clubs; 
3.  Extensive  Clubs. 

THE  SHADOW  OF  THE  STATE 

1 . The  Working-boy  as  a Social  Problem ; 2 . The  Juvenile  Organisa- 
tions Committee;  3.  Workman  and  Citizen  in  Training;  4.  Day 
Continuation  Schooling. 

BOYS’  CLUBS  AND  THE  NATION 

1.  Consolidation;  2.  Principles  and  Aims  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Boys’  Clubs;  3.  Past,  Present  and  Future.  / 
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Carmegie  EMDomENT  FOR  Imtermtiomal  Peace 

United  Nations  Pl-aza  at  46th  Street.  New  York  17,  New  York 


October  15,  1953 


CABUE  ADDRESS 
INTERFAX  NEW  YORK 


V'iss  Polly  Thomson 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Wiss  Thomson: 

WTiile  I have  already  thanked  Mr.  Boulter  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  with  respect 
to  Miss  Keller's  lecture,  and  trust  that  this  expression 
of  our  attitude  has  been  shared  with  Miss  Keller,  I want 
you  to  know  of  our  sincere  appreciation  of  your  contri- 
bution to  the  evening. 

There  have  been  innumerable  expressions  and 
reaction  concerning  the  inspirational  character  of  the 
experience  from  those  who  were  privileged  to  communicate 
v;ith  Miss  Keller.  Your  loyal  and  efficient  assistance 
will  be  remembered  as  invaluable.  I hope  that  our  paths 
will  cross  again  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

My  colleagues  and  I join  in  sending  greet- 
ings, warm  and  respectful,  to  you  and  Miss  Keller. 


October  15,  1953 


Mias  Polly  Thompson 
c/o  Hiss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Thompson; 

I cannot  refrain  from  writing  to  thank  you 
again  on  behalf  of  myself  and  Mrs,  Miller  and 
our  daughter.  Iris,  for  a most  delightful  after- 
noon at  your  home  last  Monday.  While  we  all 
looked  forward  with  interest  to  meeting  Hiss 
Keller,  we  were  not  quite  prepared  for  the 
exciting  event  it  turned  out  to  be.  To  observe 
Miss  Keller's  face  as  it  lighted  up  or  changed 
expression  when  various  ideas  were  commxinlc ated 
to  her  and  she  in  turn  undertook  to  communicate 
her  thoughts  to  others  is  something  we  shall 
long  remember. 

Nor  shall  we  soon  forget  your  own  poise 
and  charm  and  the  skill  with  which  you  inter- 
preted even  very  small  things  to  Miss  Keller, 

You  surely  have  a great  advantage  on  the  rest 
of  us  because  you  lead  two  lives  - your  own  and 
that  of  another  very  brilliant  and  famous  person. 
We  saw  two  miracles. 

I do  hope  that  our  paths  cross  again. 


Sincerely  yours. 


I 


MRS.  William  s.  Burrage 

1 SOUTH  STREET 
MIDDLEBURY.  VERMONT 
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MRS.  William  S.  burrage 

1 SOUTH  STREET 
MIDDLEBURY.  VERMONT 
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BookaeDtf  8|z4|  14/11/53  C4M 


A runaway  best-seller  in 
America— 

A new  idea  for  readers  in  this 
country— 

This  I Believe 

The  Personal  Philosophies  of  100 
Eminent  Men  and  Women 

Edited  and  with  a foreword  by 

EDWARD  R.  MURROW 

(the  well-known  radio  commentator) 

The  central  idea  of  the  book  is  a simple  one.  It  is  that  men 
and  women  will  lead  happier  and  richer  lives  if  they  decide 
what  they  want  from  life— what  they  want  in  material  things 
and  the  relative  importance  of  moral  and  spiritual  things. 
All  can  benefit  from  the  experience  of  others  in  this  respect. 


British  Contributors  include: 


Professor  A.  J.  Ayer 
Sir  Gerald  Barry 
Aneurin  Bevan 
Sir  Norman  Birkett 
Lady  Violet  Bonham  Carter 
Sir  Robert  Boothuy 
Sir  Edward  BRiixjr.s 
Dame  Edith  Evans 


Viscount  Hailsham 
Aldous  Huxley 
C.  Day  Lewis 
Kii^ley  Martin 
Professor  Gilbert  Murray 
Sir  Harold  Nicolson 
A.  J.  P.  Taylor 
Professor  Arnold  Toynbee 


The  Americans  include: 


Lionel  Barrymore 
Bernard  Baruch 
Pearl  Buck 
Dr.  Ralph  Bunche 
Will  Durant 
Helen  Hayes 


Helen  Keller 
Thomas  Mann 
Lauritz  Melchior 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
Harold  Stassen 
Leland  StoHe 


To  be  published  on  27th  November 

12s.  6d.  net 


HAMISH  HAMILTON 


N^h/.  '0,  (<^  b 3 


"This  I Believe" 

Presenting  the  Personal  Philosophies  oj  Thoughtful  Men  and  Women  in  All  Walks  of  Life 


tOITOIIAL  BOAIO 
EDWARD  R.  MURROW 
WARD  WHEELOCK 
RAYMOND  SWING 


LINCOUN'LIBERTY  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA  7.  PENNA. 


10  November  19^3 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller 

I thought  you  might  be  interested  in  the 
enclosed  photostat  of  an  advertisement  for  the  British 
"This  I Believe"  in  which  you  are  mentioned. 

Don’t  acknowledge  this.  I will  send  you  a 
book  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 


Yo\irs  very  truly 


Ward  WheelocktM 
end 


"This  I Believe" 

..  .a  daily  radio  series 
. . .a  weekly  newspaper  feature 
with  guests  and 
Edward  R.  Murrow 


Dscs:»b-r , 28  . 195:5 
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idiss  Hel«*  Keller 
Area*  Hi«£e 
.Vestport/  Co»». 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 


Please  accept  my  most  sincere  wishes  for 
tKe  very  best  of  evei-y tKins;  for  tlie  coming 
New  Year.  May  it  bring  real  Peace  for  all  Maniin# 
Toaay  I met  Mr.  Baratz  from  Deganiak  A, 
in  tke  Israel  Government  Office  in  New  York, 
wko  brougkt  me  greetings  from  my  brotker ,Dr .Neter 
It  was  at  tkat  opportunity,  wkile  I spoke  from 
You,  my  «ear  Miss  Keller,  tkat  Mr.  Baratz  tola 
ms,  tkat  ke  accompaniea  You  from  Leaganiak  to 
Tel  Aviv,  wken  You  were  visiting  tkere.  You  can 
imagine  kow  pleasea  i was  to  meet  someboay  wko 
knew  You  personally! 

May  I at  tke  same  time  tkanic  You  for  Your 
wonaerful  letter  from  July. 


Tiitk  most  sincere  compliments 


Yours 


/o^ 


t- 


Please  remember  me 
to  Miss  Tkompson 


GRACE  O.  CLARKE 
157  East  72nd  Street 
New  York  21,  N.  Y. 
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Dear  Helen  Keller: 

I am  sorry  I didn't  Viirite  you  Sonner 
but  I wanted  to  ±Eii  yau  finish  the  book.  It  was  beautifu 
and  I enjoyed  it  very  much  . Thank  you  so  much  for  puttin 
your  autograph  in  it.  In  case  you  are  wondering  who  I am 
I am  thenephew  of  Mrs.  Levy  who  you  apparently  know  very 
well.  I not  only  enjoyed.  ±kElaaa  the  book  but  also  the 
movie  . I think  it  is  amazing  how  Miss  Sullivan  helped 
you  and  how  wonderful  you  now  are.  Thank  you  again  for 
the  wonderful  book. 


■^ours  Truly 
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Dear  Miss  Forbes, 

Blushes  of  confusion  spread  over  my  face  as  I realize  how  long  I have  been 
in  acknowledging  your  letter,  ovd.ng  to  the  rush  of  the  Christmas  holidays. 

But  I hope  you  may  find  the  charity  to  forgive  me  and  receive  the  reply  I am 
sending  now. 

I am  interested  in  the  group  whom  you  call  "The  Never- too-I.ate."  I believe 
too  that  we  are  never  too  old  to  learn  or  to  cultivate  new  subjects,  and  while 
such  a group  exists,  the  days  need  not  be  dreary  or  devoid  of  idealism. 

Supposing  that  apart  from  the  Bible  all  the  books  in  the  world  were  to  be 
destroyed,  and  I was  allowed  to  keep  six,  I would  make  the  following  choice: 

1.  The  dialogues  of  Socrates,  which  have  had  a powerful  influence 

upon  my  life.- 

A, 

2.  The  ^^orks  of  Shakespeare  w'hich  have  inspired  me  to 

translate  the  stubboi'nness  of  fate 
Into  so  quiet  and  so  sweet  a style." 

3.  Emersons  essays  because  they  foster  mental  concepts  of  sight  and  hearing 
that  banish  blineness  and  deafness  to  nothingness. 

4. -  Thoresu's  "Walden"  because  it  stresses  natural  simplicity  as  a road, 
to  true  freedom  end  teaches  a large  charity  to  all  men. 

6.-  Gandhi's  autobiography  because  I revere  him  as  one  of  the  greatest  men 
that  ever  walked  on  earth. 

6.  Tolstoy's  "War  and  Peace"  because  it  is  a magnificent  human  docui'ient, 
yet  so  simple  that  the  majority  of  men  and  women  can  mderstand  it. 

W’ith  my  cordial  greetings  to  the  "Never-too-I.ate"  group  and  yourself 
and  sincere  wishes  for  a bright,  peaceful  New  Year,  I am. 


1.  Van  Buren  Hall.  Trinity  Court. 
175.  Dartmouth  st. 

Boston.  16  Mass. 

6.  January.  195^. 


Dear  Helen  Eeller, 


How  exceedingly  kind  you  are,  to  reply 
so  nobly,  and  so  generously  to  my  request  for  the  six  books 
you  would  find  the  most  valuable  If  you  were  limited  to  onlj 
six.  I am  very,  very  grateful. 


I have  had  many  answers  sent  In  to  my 
Question;  they  came  from  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Koosevelt,  Gener- 
al MacArthur,  Mr  Bernard  Baruch,  and  others,  but  none  of 
the  lists,  have  given  me  so  much  pleasure, or  so  moved  me, 
and  will,  I know,  be  received  with  such  gre-t  attention  and 
respect/  as  yours.  You  have  been  generous  too.  In  giving 
your  leasons  for  your  choice.  Your  letter,  which  I shall 
read  to  the  Never-too-lates,  will  be  a beacon  to  light  the 
feet  of  many  of  us,  gripped  In  a greater  blindness  of  heart 
and  mlndjthan  the  kind  that  you  have  had  to  contend  with. 

You  see,  and  hear  more  lovely  things  than  we  shall  ever 
know. 

I love  Shakespeare,  but  I shall  love  him 
more  than  ever  now,  becaus§  he  Inspired  you  to"translate 
the  Stubbornness  of  fate.  Into  so  quiet,  and  so  sweet  a 
style".  How  much  that  tells  me,  and  how  low  I bow  In  re- 
verence before  your  greatness.  We  shall  never  see  your 
like  again,  but  the  seeds  you  have  sown  through  your  won- 
derful life,  and  your  remarkable  achievements,  and  your 
beaut  Ifuljthought  a expressed  all  along  the  way,  will  bear 
unending  fruit.  I shall  never  gain  read  Shakespeare  wth- 
out  thinking  of  you;  and  all  the  other  books  you  have  chose 
-en,  will  have  an  added  value  and  meaning. 

I am  deeply  moved  tonight  as  ;^rlte,  to 
you,  and  pray  God  to  bless  you  very  specially  In  this  year 
that  Is  to  be  so  Important  a one  for  all  the  world.  I 
thank  you  again  from  my  heart,  not  only  for  the  List  of 
books,  but  for  a letter  that  has  blessed  me  wth  Its  goodnes^ 
and  beauty,  and  truth. 


very  sincerely  yours. 


I 


TREE  TOPS 
Bedford  Village 
New  York 
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J anuary  7,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen: 

\ 

You  will  recall  that  X sent  you  some  days  ago  copies  of  some  correspondence 
between  myself  and  Mrs.  Cummer  of  Jacksonville,  Florida.  I now  have  the 
pleasure  of  reporting  to  you  that  Mrs.  Cummer  has  responded  with  substantial 
contributions  to  both  the  Foundation  and  the  Overseas  Foundation.  I am  confident 
that  your  having  written  her  was  of  distinct  significance  ipr4ier  decision  to  increase 
her  assistance,  and  very  definitely  the  inspiration  for  her  becoming  interested 
in  supporting  the  service  to  the-Xi^nd  of  underdeveloped  countries. 

Mrs.  Cummer  now  seems  to  be  quite  clear  in  her  own  mind  as  to  the  differences 
between  the  two  Foundations  and  the  reasons  for  their  close  affiliation,  thanks 
to  your  explanations,  I am  wondering  now  if  you  would  take  the  time  to  express 
the  official  and  personal  thanks  of  both  Foundations  to  Mrs.  Cummer  in  one  of 
your  incomparable  letters.  Incidentally,  1 know  Mrs.  Cummer  personally  and 
can  tell  you  that  she  is  a quite  wonderful  perst^n  who  is  thoroughly  genuine  in 
her  desire  to  do  something  for  others,  hence  her  extreme  appreciation  of  every- 
thing that  you  have  done  for  the  handicapped. 

Just  in  case  you  shpuld  want  to  mention  the  amounts,  although  it  is  probably 
unnecessary,  Mrs-.  Cummer  sent  her  annual  sponsorship  of  $1,  500  for  a research 
fellowship  for  a^  graduate  student;  $2,  000  generally  for  assistance  in  teacher 
training,  knowing  that  we  are  currently  fostering  training  courses  for  both  white 
and  colored  teachers  of  the  blind  in  non-segregated  classes  in  the  south;  and 
$1,  000  for  use  by  the  Overseas  Foundationat  its  own  discretion  where  it  will  do 
the  most  good  abroad. 

May  I also  take  this  opportunity  to  repeat  what  I already  have  told  Polly  about  \ 
the  documentary  film.  It  is  worth  every  bit  of  the  tremendous  energy  which  \ 

you,  she.  Miss  Hamilton  and  all  of  her  splendid  helpers  have  put  into  it.  It  is  \ 


lind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Miss  Keller 
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not  only  a thrilling  documentary  but  one  packed  with  concrete  teachings  and 
biographical  information  which  makes  it,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  best  things 
ever  done  in  this  entire  field. 


Again  a Happy  New  Year  to  both  you  and  Polly. 
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January  9,  195/4- 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arkanridge 
Westtxjrt,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

It  was  most  thrilling  indeed  to  meet 
you  on  i/^ednesday. 

My  Mother  told  me  all  about  you  on  the 
day  you  graduated  from  college  and  I have 
followed  your  great  career  ever  since.  V/hat 
I never  would  have  guessed  was  that  your 
appearance  on  the  screen  would  be  one  of  such 
radiance  and  great  physical  beauty  that  in 
all  my  years  working  for  pictures  I cannot 
remember  a more  glamorous  figure.  I said 
that  in  all  sincerity  to  you  and  Miss  Thomson 
when  I met  you  and  when  you  told  me  you 
thought  the  music  of  the  picture  was  beautiful 
I realized  that  you  had  heard  it  in  the  only 
way  a true  music  lover  can  hear  music,  that 
is  by  feeling  it. 


It  was  a privilege  to  arrange  and  conduct 
the  music  for  your  picture  and  I shall  never 
forget  it. 


YcKirs  sipiderely  ) 




Robert  Russell  Bennett 
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January  12,  1954 


Dr.  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Keller: 

It  was  a real  privilege  to  see  the  beautiful  pic- 
ture depicting  your  life  in  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  last 
Wednesday.  This  is  one  of  the  most  thrilling  documentary 
films  I have  ever  seen.  You  and  Miss  Thompson  have  pro- 
duced something  which  will  be  a lasting  testimonial  to  the 
good  you  both  have  done  throughout  your  lives. 

I was  particularly  pleased  t o note  the  manner  in 
which  the  needs  of  both  the  blind  and  the  deaf  were  includ- 
ed in  the  story  told  in  this  picture.  This  will  make  the 
film  doubly  useful  for  public  education  purposes. 

Again,  please  accept  the  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  of  both  Mrs.  O’Connor  and  myself. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Clarence  D.  O'Connor,  Supt , 


c do  * 0 ;md 


REGINALD  ALLEN 
1 1 58  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  29.  N.  Y. 


January  10th,  I95I4., 


Dear  Helen  & Polly, 


, ^ ^ ^ p was  really  like  old  times 

last  Wednesday  when  I ( and  mj  Helen)  attended  the 
screening  of  your  wonderful  picture.  I vowed  then 
and  there  that  I*d  sit  down  and  write;  but  today  is 
the  first  chance  I've  had  in  a welter  of  work  at  the 
Metropolitan  Opera. 


, _ Standing  in  the  Museum  lobby 

before  the  picture  started  I saw  a lot  of  old  friends 
including  Nella  Braddy  - who  miraculously  enough  recog- 
nized me,  although  we  certainly  had  not  met  for  almost 
15  years.  This  sort  of  started  me  in  the  mood  of  fond 
nostalgia,  - a precariously  balanced  mood  Indeed,  And 
then  came  that  really  magnificent  filml 

, , Helen  Helen)  wept  through 

almost  the  whole  hour,  which  In  my  sensitive  state  had 
me  dewy-eyed  on  and  off.  I do  not  believe  this  picture 
could  possibly  have  been  executed  better,  with  more 
sympathetic  understanding,  with  more  strength,  and  with 
more  excellent  good  taste  I It  is  a triumph  for  everyone 
concerned,  but  most  particularly  for  you  two  central 
stsu?s . 


How  difficult  it  must  be  to  "act” 
onesilfj,  in  other  words  not  to  act  at  all  when  placed 
in  a position  that  makes  the  iirge  to  act  almost  a reflex. 
Doth  as  wonderfully  yourselves  as  you  could  pos- 
? ever  be  in  conditions  of  greatest  privacy.  And 
Kit  Cornell  was  superlative  in  achieving  a narrative  pre- 
sentation conpletely  devoid  of  "the  actress".  It  was 
both  stlmme  and  stlramung,  avoiding  every  pitfall  of  the 
tremlo  of  pity  at  one  extreme  or  the  lectern  grand-manner 
at  the  other,  I don't  believe  another  actress  could  have 
equalled  her  narrative. .. and  I don't  believe  another 
subject  could  have  evoked  her  achievement. 


The  clips  of  Teacher  were  entil?ely 
new  to  me,  and  wonderful  to  see  and  hear.  They  left  me 
happy  ID  the  knowledge  that  they  exist  and  that  it  will 
be  possible  for  generations  of  Future  to  hear  and  see 
Teacher  in  her  prime. 


, „ There  could  not  possibly  have  been 

beautiful,  effective,  deeply  provoking  close  to 

final  scene  of  the  darkened  bed- 
...  ark  for  all  but  Helen,  We  moved  out  onto  53nd 
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street  still  in  a kind  of  healing  trance  that  made 
some  of  our  problems  and  discomforts  of  current  living 
appear  rather  small  and  remote. 

We  were  sitting  at  the  rear  of  the 
auditorium,  but  coilld  see  both  of  you  half-way  down  in 
the  middle  of  a row,  I had  hoped  to  get  the  chance  to 
have  at  least  a "Hello";  but  when  the  lights  went  on, 
you  were  engulfed  by  others  with  the  same  idea.  It  seemed 
a sacrilegious  aet  to  face  a hoard  of  friends  at  that 
moment  and  descend  to  everyday  conversational  levels. 

So  we  fled,  without  seeing  anyone  but  Gert  Macy  to  tell 
how  wonderfully  we  had  enjoyed  your  smd  Nancy's  picture. 

Now  - somehow  or  other  - before  you 
get  away  again  on  a long  trip,  I'd  like  to  have  you  both 
quietly  for  a little  catching-up, ,, also  so  you  can  get 
to  know  Helen  (who  apparently  has  met  you,  Helen,  at  the 
Van  Wyck  Brooks'  in  Westport  some  years  ago.)  How  do 
you  like  the  opera,  and  what  opera  - I wonder  - might 
you  like  to  attend??  We  could  have  dinner  down  at  Sheriy's 
in  the  Opera  House,  which  would  make  for  a nice  prelimin- 
ary chance  to  see  you  and  also  make  the  travel  feature  a 
bit  simpler.  Let  us  aim  at  such  an  evening,  I shall 
find  out  how  to  reach  you  by  phone,  which  will  expedite 
our  msdcing  arrangements. 

Many  thanks  for  your  beautiful  csa*d 
at  Christmas,  Little  did  I know  when  I received  it  that 
a week  or  two  later  I would  be  seeing  that  picture I You 
and  Nancy  have  given  us  - and  an  un-reckonable  number  of 
others  - a truly  wonderful  experience. 

The  best  of  health  and  happiness  to 
you  both  this  new  year  and  for  many  more  to  come. 


WILLIAM  B.  MAY 


Wm.  B.  May  & Co. 
Real  Estate 


JOHN  C.  BAAS 
GEORGE  I.  NEWELL 


14  East  52fi°  Street 
New  York  2a,  N.  Y. 

PLAZA  3-0270 

Jan. lE/54. 


Polly  dear:- 

v'/hat  you  must  think  of  me  for  not  having  written 
before  this.  i got  bogged  down.  First  i was  bogged  emotionally 
at  the  end  of  the  film  and  crept  out  splattering  tears  down  the 
street,  then  i got  bogged  with  much  too  much  work  which  landed 

me  home  near  eight  every  evening  and  left  me  just  enough  energy 

to  cook  supper  and  fling  my  frame  in  bed. 

Polly,  I was  tremendously  impressed  with  the  picture. 

The  major  impression  it  succeeded  in  getting  across  was  the 
almost  saint-like  dedication  Helen's  life  has  teen  "Cd  doing  as 
much  good  as  she  could  - and  the  fact  that  such  a dedicated  life 
has  uNLY  SEEK  POSSIBLE  through  the  help  of  two  great  women  - 
Teacher  and  you.  Only  through  the  assistance  she  has  always 
received  could  she  have  avoided  bitterness  and  dispair  - you  and 
Teacher  never  allowed  that  with  the  spiritual  help  and  the 
stimulation  you  offered  by  keeping  her  eager  mind  fed. 

i would  have  to  see  that  ending  again  to  judge  it  - 
I .'asn't  seeing  too  well  about  then.  And  my  one  real 

criticism  is  much  of  the  kartha  orahaffi  sequence.  Feeling  tom- 
toms and  male  dancer's  legs  is  all  very  well  if  Helen  was  eight 
or  nine  years  old  and  learning  about  shapes,  forms,  rhylhn^s,  but 
for  a dignified  woman  of  her  years  it  struck  me  as  pretty  awful. 
However,  i speak  frankly  realizing  i am  undoubtedly  in  a great 
minority. 


Thank  you,  dear,  for  arranging  for  me  to  see  it  (i^yra 
was  distressed  she  couldn't  come).  I want  to  see  it  again 
ofcourse  - l think  most  people  will  feel  that  way  about  it. 

you  both. 


Love  to 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gerden  Clly 
January  12,  1954 


DeareBt  Helen, 


I aui  sending  you  a summary  of  James'  VANISH ’,3 
OF  '-5'*  ,IGI0U3  ;^/rE\IFNC3.  I hope  it  is  complete  enough  for  you 
to  decide  what  parts  of  the  book  you  want  in  Braille,  but  if 
it  isn't  you  have  only  to  let  me  know.  I need  not  tell  you  how 
eager  I ac.  to  diucuBS  all  those  lilgh  matters  with  you,  nor  how 
excited  I am  to  know  that  you  are  at  last  hard  at  work  on  the 
"Teacher  book."  As  soon  as  things  settle  down  a bit  end  I get 
over  this  abominable  cold  I'll  come  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  and  we'll 
let  the  rest  of  the  world  go  hang. 

My  love  to  you  as  always. 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Gr>rden  City,  New  York 
January  12,  1954 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  sending  you  a copy  of  a note  to  you 
and  Helen  and  me  from  Elizabeth  Lawrence  Kalashnlkoff . 
I think  It  shows  sensitive  appreciation  on  her  part 
and  Nicholas's. 


Also  a copy  of  my  notes  on  VARIETIES  OF 
RELICIOUS  CtPERISNCE.  The  original  started  for  Miss 
Loges  this  morning  and  I asked  her  to  send  the  Braille 
direct  to  Helen  when  she  Is  finished. 

As  for  the  card  In  answer  to  letters,  I 
think  It  should  be  In  your  own  words  and  so  worded 
that  It  will  take  care  of  every  sort  of  person  we  can 
think  of.  Ve'll  talk  more  about  it  later,  but  I think  the 
delay  In  ordering  It  should  not  be  long.  Everything 
looks  wonderful,  but  In  the  dramatic  world,  as  In  the 
publishing  world,  you  can  never  be  sure  until  the  thing  1 
before  the  great  anonymous  public. 

On  the  James  thing,  don't  bother  trying 
to  read  it  now.  It  Is  Just  for  reference  In  case  you 
need  it  and  I am  keeping  the  book  until  I hear  from  Helen 

I have  been  lounging  around  envying  you 
and  Helen  your  marvellous  physical  strength.  I hope  you 
appreciate  what  a blessing  it  Is. 

No  doubt  I'll  be  talking  to  you  over 
the  telephone  before  this  reaches  you. 


Ky  love  always. 


Q~ 

Nolea  on  Vari^los  of  R0II5IOU8  Experience,  by  V’llllam  James 

^hls  book  comprises  the  20  Glffor-'i  lectures  which  James 
delivered  at  the  tTnlvoralty  of  Edinburgh,  probably  In  1901.  It 
was  published  In  ^>^0^  1902.  ^Juotatlon  marks  Indicate  bis  exact 
words.  He  writes  as  a pyschologlst  and  philosopher  rather  than  as 
a religious  devotee,  ’^rom  the  Preface:  "In  ray  belief  that  a large 
acqvialntance  with  particulars  often  makes  us  visor  than  the  possession 
of  abstract  formulas,  however  de-^p,  I have  loaded  the  lectures  with 
concrete  examples,  and  I have  chosen  these  acong  the  extremer 
expressions  of  the  religious  temperament."  Feels  that  these  make 
the  points  more  vivid. 

Lecture  I.  V.ill  confine  himself  to  first-hand  religious  experience 
and  not  go  Into  the  systematised  forms  of  religion  In  which  most 
raou.bers,  wh>ethor  Buddhist,  Christian,  or  I'.ohacir.edan  take  their 
religion  at  second-hand  and  by  Imitation.  George  Fox  good  example 
ofjine  with  first-hand  experience.  James  refuses  to  accept  medical 
materialism  as  the  basis  of  religion.  St.  Faul  epileptold, 

but  this  Is  unimportant.  In  natural  science  and  Industrial  arts 
no  one  tries  to  refute  opinions  on  basis  of  neurotic  constitution 
of  their  author.  ?o  it  should  he  In  testing  religious  opinions. 

^Immediate  lu  ilnousness.  In  short,  'Philosophical  reasonablennss. 
and  moral  h--lrfulness  are  the  only  available  criteria."  Rejects 
sexual  origin  of  religion.  Hallucinations  and  other  pathological 
phenomena  have  shed  light  on  normal  psychology.  "Few  of  us  are  not  in 
some  way  Infirm,  or  even  diseased;  and  our  very  Infirmities  help  us 
unexpectedly."  Psychopathic  temperament  has  certain  advantages 
when  a sup^orlor  Intellect  goes  with  It . 


James  2 


Lecture  II.  Clroumecrlptlon  of  the  Tpplc.  No  simple  definition  of 
religion.  Religion  very  complex.  For  purposes  of  these  lectures 
it  Is  "the  inner  dispositions  of  man  himself  which  form  the 
center  of  interest,  his  conscience,  his  deserts,  his  helplessness, 
hla  incompleteness."  lo  some  this  will  seem  not  religion,  "but 
only  Its  unorganized  rudiment."  James  feels  that  It  la  fundamental. 
"Churches,  when  once  established,  live  at  second-hand  upon  tradition; 
but  the  founders  of  every  church  owed  their  power  originally  to  the 
fact  of  their  direct  personal  communication  with  the  divine."  Kls 
definition:  "Religion,  therefore,  an  I now  ask  you  arbitrarily  to 
take  it,  shall  mean  UL  us  the  feelings,  acts,  and  e:x;parlencea  of 

A. 

individual  men  in  ^ oir  --olUude,  ao  far  as  they  _appr«ihend  theniselvoo 
to  stand  In  relation  to  whatever  they  may  conalder  the  divine."  Out 
of  religion  In  this  sense  "theologies,  philosophies,  and  ecclesiastical 
organizations  may  secondarily  grow."  Divine  as  he  uc-as  it  denotes 
any  object  that  is  godlike,  whether  it  le  a concrete  deity  or  not. 
Religion  is  hostile  to  light  irony  and  to  grumbling  and  complaint. 
"There  must  be  something  solemn,  serious,  and  tender  about  any 
attitude  which  we  denoralnste  religious,"  Religion  is  more  enthusiastic 

A 

than  philosophy.  When  F.arcua  Aurelhjtus  reflects  on  order  of  things 
"there  is  a frosty  chill  about  bis  words  which  you  rarely  find  in 
a Jewish,  and  never  in  a Christian  piece  of  rellgiou:.  writing." 

An  ethical  or  philosophical  man  car  live  on  his  loftiest  plane  and 
"He  1 •-  a high-hearted  freeman  and  no  pining  slave.  And  yet  he  Ireks 
something  which  the  Christian  rar  excellence,  the  mystic  and  the 
ascetic  saint,  for  exaicple,  has  In  abundant  m-^asure,  and  which  makes 
him  a human  being  of  an  altogethior  different  rtenonlnatlon."  Then  later, 
"There  la  a st^vt  o of  'ilnd,  knf>vn  to  religions  men,  but  to  no  others, 
in  wtilch  the  will  to  asort  our‘?elves  and  hold  our  own  haa  been 
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dlspl  ced  by  a willingness  to  close  our  mouths  and  be  as  nothing 
in  the  floods  and  waterspouts  of  God.  In  this  state  of  mind,  what 
we  moat  dreaded  has  bacome  the  habitation  of  our  safety,  and  the 
hour  of  our  moral  death  has  t'umed  Into  our  spiritual  birthday. 

The  time  for  tension  In  our  soul  Is  over,  and  that  of  happy 
relaxation,  of  calm  deep  breathing,  of  an  eternal  present,  with  no 
discordant  future  to  be  anxious  about,  has  arrived.  Fear  Is  not  held 
In  abeyance  as  It  Is  by  mere  morality.  It  Is  positively  expunged 
and  washed  away."  3ome  people  never  have  this  "gift  of  God's  grace," 
but  to  those  who  do  It  gives  "a  new  sphere  of  power."  "This  sort  of 
happiness  In  the  absolute  and  everlasting  Is  what  v.'e  find  nowhere 
but  In  religion,"  In  the  religious  life  "surrender  and  sacrifice 
are  positively  espoused. . .~ellglan  thus  makes  easy  and  felicitous 
what  In  any  case  Is  necessary:  and  if  it  be  the  only  agency  that 
can  accomplish  this  result.  Its  vital  Importance  as  a human  faculty 
stanis  vindicated  beyond  dispute.  It  teenmes  an  essential  organ 
of  our  life,  performing  a function  which  no  other  portion  of  our 
nature  can  so  successfully  fulfill," 

Lecture  III,  The  Reality  of  the  Unseen.  In  broadest  sense,  of  the 
life  of  religion,  "one  might  say  that  It  consists  of  the  belief 
that  there  la  an  unseen  order,  and  that  our  supreme  good  lies  in 
harmoniously  adjusting  ourselves  thereto."  ^he  deity  that  most  men 
worship  Is  Known  to  them  only  In  Idea,  but  some  Christian  believers 
"have  had  a sensible  vision  of  their  Saviour."  Force  of  Christian 
religion  In  general  exerted  by  pure  Ideas,  but  religion  Is  also 
full  of  abstract  objects  which  have  equal  power,  such  as  God's 
holiness.  Justice,  mercy,  absoluteness,  omniscience,  trl-unlty,  the 
mysteries  of  the  redemptive  process,  operation  of  the  sacraments 
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" Hi  ' ve  proved  fertile  wells  of  Inspirlnf?  meditation  for  Christian 

believers."  Refers  to  Kant's  " r If"  pbi;Lo8ophy — will  give  nore  on 

tills  If  yon  want  It.  To  Jaces  W>Ja-  conclusion  la  unavoidable:  "It 

the 

Is  as  if  there  were  In/humnn  consciousness  a ’•cnsc  reality. 
a feeling  of  objective  presence,  a percertlon  of  what  we  may  call 
'something  there,'  more  deep  and  more  general  than  any  of  the 
special  and  partlcula.r  'Eenpes'  by  which  the  current  psychology 
sup:  OSes  existent  realities  to  be  originally  revealed."  Here  he  gives 
Individual  examples  of  persona  with  a sense  of  this  reality,  taking 
for  the  most  part  those  with  hallucinations,  since  these  are  more 
vivid  than  the  rwrmal.  Cannot  be  rationalized.  "7he  unreasoned  and 
Immediate  assurance  is  the  deep  thing  in  us,  the  reasoned  argument  is 
but  a surface  exhibition." 

Lectures  IV  and  V.  'Tie  Religion  of  Healthy-ralndedness.  v-jot.es 
Francis  : ewman;  "God  has  two  families  of  children  on  this  earth, 
the  once-hom  and  the  tv:lce-bom."  The  once-born  are  those  who 
Pimply  reject  unhappiness,  they  are  chlld-iike  by  rature,  not  mystic, 
untroubled  by  their  own  imperfections,  -uch  find  the  Roman  Church 
more  congenial  than  the  Frotestant  which  Is  basically  more 
pessimlstJ  c.  Theodore  l arker  is  gl’-'on  as  an  example  an^*  ’'r.  Edward 
"verett  Hale  for  whom  there  was  never  any  strugitle  In  accepting 
religion.  ?r.  hale  says,  "I  always  cnew  God  loved  me,  and  I was 
always  grateful  to  him  for  the  world  he  placed  me  in."  Vh.itman  Is 
a supreme  example  of  one  with  "an  Inability  to  feel  evil."  . notes 
hr.  Bucket  " erhaps,ln^eed , no  raanHJsxa**- who  ever  lived  liked  so 
many  things  and  disliked  so  few  as  Walt  Whitman."  how  back  to  James 
on  'Ahltinan:  "Th  - only  sentiments  he  allowed  himuelf  to  express  were 
of  the  expansive  order;  and  he  expressed  tho'e  in  t’..e  first  person, 
not  as  your  mere  raonstronsly  conceited  Individual  might  so  express 
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them,  but  vicariously  for  all  tnpn,  so  that  a pasFlonate  and 
mystic  ontological  emotion  suffuses  his  worls,  an'-!  enia  by  persuading 
the  reader  that  men  and  women,  life  and  death,  and  all  things  are 
divinely  good."  The  broken  and  contrite  heart  Is  absent  from  the 
so-called  healthy-minded.  James  moves  on  to  the  healing  cults 
like  Christian  Science  which  deny  evil  and  ’eath.  They  have  some 
llkeiwiss  to  i.uther  and  Vosley  when  In  answer  to  the  query:  V-diut 
shall  I do  to  be  saved?  they  answered,  ' ou  are  saved  now,  If  you 
would  but  believe  It.  Ibe  mlnd-curers  say  you  are  well  now  If  you 
would  but  believe  it.  James  feels  that  he  must  Inclu-^o  all  typos 
of  religious  experience,  for  It  would  be  stupid  to  bar  phenomena 
simply  because  we  ouraelvoa  can  take  no  part  In  them. 

Lectures  VI  and  VII.  The  Sick  Soul.  Catholic  confession  and 
absolution  a systematic  method  of  keeping  haalthy-mindedness  on 
top.  Luther  repudiated  this;  depended  upon  faith  to  raise  up  sinners. 
The  healthy-minded  ton3to  get  away  from  sin  Instead  of  grovelling 
In  remorse  and  repentance.  Luther  though  healthy-minded  In  some 
aspects  was  not  In  all — died  with  a profound  sense  of  having  failed. 
This  pessimism  often  found  among  the  sick-minded;  they  tend  to 
embrace  unhappiness,  to  go  Into  the  depths  to  find  themselves. 

Tolstoy  a supreme  example  here.  John  Bunyan  anothe’".  They  won  through 
at  great  cost  to  themselves,  Tdiey  are  among  the  twice-born  whose 
experience  la  far  deeper  than  that  of  the  happy,  healthy-minded 
once-born. 

Lecture  VIII.  The  flvlded  Self  and  the  Irocess  of  Its  'Jnlflcat Ion. 
dome  are  horn  well-balanced  and  with  an  harmonious  Inner 
constitution.  Others  are  made  up  of  heterogenous  elements — some  to 
an  Intense  degree.  In  all  of  us  the  normal  evolution  of  character 
consists  chiefly  In  at r^'.lght enlng  out  and  unifying  the  Inner  :-elf. 
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‘'t.  Aup-ustlnfl  1b  a classic  example  of  a discordant  personfillty 
struggling  with  the  sen's  of  sin.  vith  this  type  emergence  into 
Inner  unity  and  peace  may  come  gradvially  or  abruptly.  It  took  lolstoy 
two  yencK.  Finally  ceased  to  rely  on  his  individual  reasoning  and 
pinned  his  hopes  to  faith.  Bunyan  again  comes  In  here,  .either  he 
nor  Tolstoy  could  be  called  healthy  minded,  even  r-^t-’r  their  con- 
versions. "'ih'.j  had  drunk  too  deeply  o'*  the  cup  of  bitterness  ever 
to  forget  Its  taste,  and  their  redemption  Is  Into  a universe  two 
stories  deep."  The  important  thing  Is  that  each  found  something 
within  himcolf--''a  stimulus,  an  excitement,  a faith,  a force  that 
re-lnfuses  the  positive  willingness  to  live,  even  in  full  presence 
o^  the  evil  perceptions  that  arewhile  made  life  seem  unbearable." 

Lecture5l'\  Conversion.  TheBe  two  lectures  are  largely 

made  up  of  examples  proving  the  fact  of  conversion,  sometlmos  by 
volition,  sometimes  through  .self-surrender.  But  "converted  men  as  a 
clasf  are  Indlstlrigulshable  from  natural  :nen...The  real  witness  of  the 
spirit  to  the  second  birth  Is  to  be  found  only  In  the  disposition  of 
the  genuine  child  of  God,  the  permanently  patient  heart,  the  love 
of  self  eradicated.  And  this.  It  has  to  be  admitted,  is  also  found 
In  those  who  pass  no  crisis,  and  may  even  be  ^ound  outside  of 
Christianity  altogothar . . .when  we  touch  our  own  upper  limit  and  live 
In  our  own  highest  center  of  energy,  w’e  may  call  ourselves  saved, 
no  matter  how  much  higher  some  one  else' a cente*'  may  be."  Statistics 
on  per^-.ar^ce  of  conversions  very  scarce,  but  most  converts,  In  spite  of 
varying  degrees  of  backsliding  seem  to  keep  their  1 ’entl^'lcatlon  with 
their  new  life. 

Lectures  '/I,  y.ll,  and  XIII.  :f;alnt llnesa . These  three  lectures  conslFor 
the  fruits  of  conversion.  "The  collective  name  for  the  ripe  fruits 
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Of  religion  In  a character  Is  .^.alntllness. - Sr-irltu.1  eiuotlonr  are 
the  habitual  center  of  life.  In  all  religions  certain  features 
exist  in  salttllness:  1)  feeling  of  being  In  a wider  ll^e  than 
that  Of  this  world's  selfish  little  Interests,  together  with  a 
sensible  conviction  of  an  Ideal  fower  which  In  the  Christian 
religion  la  called  God;  2)  continuity  of  the  Ideal  power  with 

our  own  ll^e  and  willing  self- surrender  to  its  control;  5)  ”An  immense 
elation  and  fveedom,  as  the  outlines  of  the  continuing  selfhood 
.elt  down-;/a  shifting  of  the  emotional  center  townrds  loving  and 
harmonious  affections.  The  saint  may  be  ascetic  and  .xay  carry  his 
asceticism  to  such  lengths  as  may  seem  absurd  In  our  time.  "The  way 
in  which  our  ancestors  looked  upon  pain  as  an  eternal  Ingredient  of 
the  world's  order,  and  both  caused  It  and  suffered  it  as  a matter- 
of-course  portion  o^  their  day's  work,  fills  us  with  amar.ement.  We 
wonder  f.un  any  human  bnlngs  could  have  been  so  callous."  ^en  the 
Cath.ollc  Cl.urch  has  turned  against  the  flagellation,  etc.  of  the 
earlier  days.  Povs-^ty  under  all  creeds  at  all  times  has  been  felt 
"as  one  adornment  of  the  saintly  life."  ,an  without  possessions  is 
freer  than  one  with  possessions,  dome  Interpret  this  simply  as 
refusing  to  enjoy  anything  that  others  do  not  shure.  Difficult  to 
understand  any  sentiment  If  one  has  not  "been  there."  .merican  cannot 
un  .e.  st..n  . layalty  of  Frltlsh  to  his  king,  Gera, an  to  his  emreror 
any  more  than  they  can  understand  the  "peace  of  heart  of  an  American 
having  no  kaiser."  Decular  alteration  Is  constantly  going 

on  In  morj.l  religious  tone  of  men  as  their  Insight  Into  nature 
and  social  arrangements  develop.  We  no  longer  seriously  consider 
offering  bleeding  sacrifices  to  a deity.  "Ihe  gods  we  stand  by  are  the 
S 8 we  need  and  can  use,  the  gods  whoso  deraands  on  us  are  reinforce- 
ments of  our  demands  on  ourselves  and  one  another."  All  r.en  flo  not 
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require  the  same  ralifrlon — we  are  too  fllvorse  In  temperament,  "I  do 
Indeed  llsballeve  that  we  or  any  other  mortal  men  can  attain  on  a 
given  day  to  absolutely  incorrigible  and  unimprovable  truth  about 
such  matters  of  fact  as  those  with  which  religions  deal."  The 
church  tries  to  make  use  of  saints.  "The  basenesses  so  commonly 
charged  to  religion's  account  are  thus,  almost  all  of  them,  not 
chargable  to  religion  proper,  but  rather  to  religion's  wicked 
practical  partner,  the  spirit  of  corporate  dominion. '|b  And  the 
bigotries  are  moat  of  them  in  their  turn  chargeable  to  religion's 
wicked  Intellectual  vaxkijuc  partner,  the  spirit  of  dogmatic  dominion, 
the  passion  for  laying  'own  the  law  in  the  form  of  an  absolutely 
closed-ln  theoretic  system."  ’fe  are  proud  of  h’.mari  nature  vrtiich 
can  be  pas  innately  extreme,  as  with  many  of  the  saints,  but  are 
glad  there  are  other  ways  of  looking  at  life.  Religious  phenomena 
are  subject  to  the  golden  mean  and  their  fruits  "are,  like  all  human 
proiuc^s,  liable  to  corrjptlon  by  excess.  Common  sense  must  Judge 
them.Hhen  the  Intellect  is  too  narrow  the  spiritual  excitement  of 
a saint  is  likely  to  be  extravagant,  "'evoutness  In  one  unbalanced 
runs  to  fanatlclsra  and  fanaticism  "is  only  loyalty  carried  to  a 
convulsive  extreme.  Intolerance  and  persecution  ore  the  besetting 
sins  o^  the  saintly  mind,  of  Ht.  Teresa,  an  able  woman  with  a 
powerful  intellect  James  says,  "I  confess  that  my  only  feeling  in 
reading  lier  has  been  pity  that  so  much  vitality  of  soul  should  have 
found  such  p>oor  employment."  — curious  superficiality  about  her.  Yet 
her  age  exalted  her.  e speaks  of  the  excess  of  purity  in  the  saints 
who  withdrew  rom  the  world  with  no  object  bu<  to  save  their  ow'n 
souls.  But  in  his  time  ani  in  ours  helpfulnos:  in  general  human 
affairs  is  consl’ered  ossent lHl--"to  be  of  some  public  or  prlva'e 
uae  is  also  reckoned  as  a species  of  divine  servfcce."  Charity  is 
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carried  to  excess,  but  so  many  who  were  unworthy  have  been 

redeemed  lhat  this  ia  indeed  a social  force  ^or  pood  and  when  it 

succeeds  more  powerful  than  any  other.  A foreshadowing  is  here  of 

Gsndhl  and  his  non-resistance.  Aacetlclsm  as  in  the  old  days  placed 

too  much  wrphasia  on  the  outer  nature  and  those  who  practiced  it 

rather  in 

"appear  to  us  today/in  the  light  of  tragic  mount ebcnks  than  of  sane 
men  inspiring  us  with  respect."  It  is  in  this  connection  that  James 
wrl'es  his  wonderful  words  about  poverty.  "Poverty  Indeed  i_s  the 
strenuous  llfo."  ^eols  that  a revival  of  poverty  as  a worthy 
religious  vocation,  a transformation  of  military  courage,  may  be  what 
our  money-mad  generation  may  be  most  in  need  of:  "Among  us 
Pnglish-spEeking  peoples  especially  do  the  praises  of  pove  ty  need 
once  more  to  be  boldly  sung,  ’’e  have  grown  literally  afrsid  to  be 
poor,  'e  "espise  anyone  who  elects  to  be  poor  in  order  to  simplify 
and  save  his  inner  life.  If  he  does  not  join  the  general  pcramble  r.nd 
pant  with  the  money-making  street,  we  deem  him  spiritless  and  lacking 
in  ambition.  Ve  have  lost  the  power  even  of  imagining  wh^^t  the 
ancient  idealisation  of  poverty  could  have  meant:  the  liberation  from 
material  attachments,  the  unbrlbed  soul,  the  manlier  indifference, 
the  paying  our  way  by  what  we  are  or  do  and  not  by  wbat  we  have,  the 
right  *0  fling  away  our  life  at  any  moment  lrresponslbly--the  more 
athlectlc  trim,  in  short,  the  moral  fighting  shape.  V.'hen  we  of  the 
so-called  better  classes  are  scared  as  men  were  never  scared  in 
history  at  material  ugliness  and  hardship;  when  we  put  off  marriage 
until  our  house  can  bo  artistic,  and  quake  at  the  thought  of  having 
a child  without  a bank  account  and  doomed  to  manual  labor,  it  Is 
time  for  thinking  men  to  protest  against  so  unmanly  and  irreligious 
state  of  opinion."  He  grants  that  wealth  is  better  than  poverty  • 'en 
it  gives  time  for  ideal  ends,  '.vbat  be  is  against  is  t-e  desire  to  gain 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  nobler  desires  and  the  terrible  fear  of 
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losing  it  — calls  it  "th-j  worst  mor;tl  'Isoepo  ^rom  wt;ich  our 

civilization  ouffars,"  "For  K3«'zsche  ^ .e  saint  rerrosents  little 

but  snonkir.rneaa  '.n’  slavlsbnssa but  rl?  antipathy  Is  sickly. 

A/  C/£jiz- 

Noverti  ol-  8i;  vx  ■b  assos  well  one  side  of  the  eternal  clash  between 
A 

the  worldly  ani  tiie  saintly  Ivdeal.  alnts  are  necessary  an’  the 
great  ones  are  harbingers  of  a better  mundane  order, 

Lectur-;8  X’ I I*..  "VII.  hy sticlaai.  ' arlous  examples  are  given,  drawn 
from  other  rnllglons,  e.g.  buddhism,  as  veil  as  from  Chrlctlanlty . 

The  mystic  experience  has  validity  only  for  tho  one  who  feels  it. 

"Ihe  ■■•ystlc  Is. . .In-'v.lnerable  and  ciu.^t  be  left,  whether  we  relish  It 
or  not.  In  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  his  creed.  Faith,  says  Tolstoy, 

Is  that  by  which  men  live,  hn;!  faith-state  -..nd  mystic  slate  are  ^ rac- 
tlcally  convertible  teri;a."  Fut  th  /j  ave  no  ri-ht  to  ask  us  Hfi  "to 

A 

accept  the  deliverance  of  their  peculiar  experiences,  it'  we  are 
ourselves  outsllers  and  feel  no  private  call  Uisreto." 

'.ecture  tVIII.  Thllosophy.  dhilOEoihy  Is  secondary  to  religion.  "To 
redeem  religion  from  unwholesome  privacy,  ind  to  give  public  status 
and  universal  right  of  way  to  Its  deliverances,  has  been  reason's 
tac':."  :an  a thinking  animal.  "Only  when  our  thought  about  a 
subject,  hr.3  found  Its  rest  In  belief  can  our  action  on  the  subject 
flnnly  v.nd  saf 'ly  begin,  i^elle's,  In  short,  are  rules  for  action." 
i ragmatlon — action  the  t~-st  of  the  valu  ^ of  conceptions.  =eason 
little  ’..•^Ip  In  reaching  the  core  of  rell;  Ion,  but  philosophy  can  sift 
and  weigh  religions,  can  create  a dcience  of  Religions. 

Lecture  . IX.  other  Charccteriatlcs.  an  empirical  phllosoi'ber . 

On  tr,e  whole  "the  true  la  what  works  wall."  any,  rr.ny  mansions  In 
t'  e hou.-*®  o"  religion,  t i son'  r.'i.ii-  on  Is  an  aesthetic  experience. 
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catholics  and  Trotestants  so  different  "The  tvro  will  never  under- 
sland  each  other--thelr  centers  of  emotional  enersy  are  too 
different."  ere  he  discusses  "acrlflce,  Confession,  and  Prayer. 
;akes  Interesting  point  about  triviality  of  some  prayers.  Religion 
draws  much  from  the  subconscious  region. 


Lecture  Conclusions.  In  broadest  terms  characteristics  of  the 

religious  life  are:  that  the  visible  world  Is  part  of  a more 
spiritual  universe  from  wuich  11  -^raws  Its  chief  significance;  that 
union  with  the  higher  universe  is  our  true  aim;  tnat  communion 
with  the  spirit  of  the  higher  world,  call  it  God  or  Law  gives 
energy  and  produces  effects  in  the  lower  worll’.  Religion  adds  zest 
to  Ufa  and  gives  assurance  of  safety  and  peace,  -he  divine  can 
mean  no  single  uuallty.  It  must  mean  a group  of  qualities,  by  being 
champions  of  which  in  alternation,  different  men  may/flnd  worthy 
missions."  "v’e  and  God  have  business  with  each  other;  and  in 
opening  ourselves  to  his  Influence  our  deepest  'ostiny  is  fulfulled. 

» « the  insi-lnctive  belief 

mankind;  God  is  real  since  ho  produces  real  effects."  James  never 
had  any  great  revelation,  but  he  believes  leeply  in  higher  level  of 
consclousnasB.  "By  being  faithful  in  my  ooo'  measure  to  this  over- 
belief,  I seem  to  keep  myself  more  sane  and  true.  • e does  not  t»cc  p 
-opular  Christianity  or  scholastic  theism,  hut  he  does  believe  lhat 
communion  with  t.-  Ideal  brings  new  force  Into  the  world.  «lx  that 
the  ^acto  require  Is  that  the  power  should  be  both  other  and  larger 
than  our  conscious  selves.  Anything  larger  vlll  do,  if  It  only 
large  enough  to  trust  for  the  next  step. 
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Swedenborg’s  'birthday. 


To  Dr.  Helen  Keller, 


Dear  Dr.  Keller: 

Being  a friend  of  Rev. Paul  Sperry  in  V7ashington  and  his  travel- 
ing companion  in  Europe  years  ago,  :md  the  Minister  of  the  New  Church 
in  the  German  speaking  part  of  Switzerland,  I have  had  the  great  pri- 
viledge  to  translate  your  book  "My  Religion"  into  German.  I had  nearlj 
finish  d the  work,  when  during  the  waror  before  itthe  news  was  spreac 
by  a Jewish  Agency  ai  over  the  world  that  you  nave  said: "It  would  be 
better,  if  all  the  Germans  were  drowned  with  a millstone  around  their 
neck  for  wia  t they  have  done  to  the  Jews".  I could^^hardly  imagine 
your  saying  such  a thing,  but  the  news  caused  a waye  of  indignation^*? 
pervade  Germany,  and  tie  re  was  no  use  trying  to  publish  there  a new 
book  of  yours,  and  the  German  speaking  part  of  little  jjwitzerland 
alone  is  too  small  a territory  for  such  an  undertaking.  Later  came  the 
Dementi  of  the  saying  attributed  to  you,  and  your  popularity  in  Ger- 
many is  restored.  Meanwhile  I had  lent  the  M-anuscript  of  my  translatii 
to  Miss  Gloria  Mitis  in  Trieste,  the  translator . of  your  book  into  I- 
talian.  I h ve  it  now  back,  and  we  set  about  it’s  publication  by  our 
"Swedenborg-Verlag"  in  Zurich. 

I know  that  "My  Religion"  was  not  the  title  Intended  originally 
by  you  for  this  book,  but  that  it  was  rather  urgeJid  upon  you,  in  ad- 
aptation sto  the  fascination  which  this  title  possessed  just  then  in 
the  English  speaking  world.  That  you  meant  to  write  a book  on  Sweden- 
borg , is  revealed  already  on  the  first  page ^ for  a book  on  "My  Reli- 
gion" you  would  probably  have  started  diiiQrently,  though  by  and  by 
the  contents  of  the  book  would  have  been  worked  into  it.  I do  not  kn© 
know  which  title  was  originally  intended;  I just  wondered  whether  you 
would  wish  to  have  the  real  aim  of  the  book  alluded  to  in  a subtitle 
such  as:  "A  word  of  thanks  to  the  great  enlKightener  Emanuel  Swedenb? 
or:  "A  Tribute  of  thanks  to  .ito'-nuei  Swedenborg"  or  something  similar, 

Thoug?i  I must  confess  that  such  a subtitle,  7;hile  revealing  it’s  real 
purpose,  would  n-'^.rrow  the  circle  of  interessises  and  sympathy. 

’Ve  natur  J ly  would  wish  to  bring  your  picture  in  the  beginning 
as  in  the  American  edition.  I "have  once  seen  a few  words  of  you  in 
German  langu'^ge  reproduced,  ’’^hereever  that  m‘'.y  have  been,  f’e  ir  re- 
production in  your  handwriting  below  your  picture  would  cert'-'inly 
greatly  Lighten  the  value  of  the  book. 

Your  days  ere  so  crowded  ;vith  duties  that  I have  a bad  conscienc 
ce  in  burdening  you  with  '’.dditicnal  work;  but  it  is  for  the  gre'*ter 
suefulness  of  your  sj'lendid  book  ’n  ti.e  German  spe- king  '’rea. 

As  I s'-ld,  I h' ve  experienced  keen  delight  in  tr'.ns]/  ting  it; 
your  X independent  w- y of  loo'-ing  - t things,  presenting  • nd  express- 
ing it,  is  surely  winning  and  a great  use  for  the  C- use  of  Truth, 

God  bless  you!  7^.^ / • 
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YOUR  WORLD 


V"!!  A poem  to  Helen  Keller 


My  dream  illumined  thoiights  of  yesteryear 
Gome  floating  thru  the  windows  in  the  sunlight; 
and  Mother  Nature,  shedding  smiles  upon  me. 

Tells  me  that  I owe  you  more  than  just  a mite. 

The  Story  of  Your  Life  has  surely  been  to  me 
More  than  inspiration  to  a lowly  poet's  pen; 

You  have  taught  me  that  the  world  you  live  in 
Is  better  than  the  one  within  my  ken. 

The  world  you  live  in  is  full  of  cheefful  kindness 
And  all  the  joys  that  loving  friendship  may  bestow 
The  trees  and  flowers  give  all  their  smiles  to  you 
They  make  your  world  a ball  of  radiant  glow. 

You  have  taught  me  that  the  value  of  a deed 
Will  surely  multiply  if  that  deed  is  kind; 

And  that  the  flowers  underneath  my  crushing  heel 
Have  more  value  than  a mighty  Nimrod's  fieeing 

hind , 


You  have  taught  me  that  I must  never  wince 
Nor  look  askance  at  hardship  in  all  duty  bound; 
You  have  taught  me  it  is  not  the  life  I lead 
But  in  helping  others  all  the  joys  of  love  abound. 

Just  how  to  thank  you  now  engrosses  me 
And  taxes  all  the  powers  of  my  rhyming  Muse; 

I would  that  there  were  some  gifted  magic  art 
That  could  put  my  pen  to  more  than  common  use. 


I would  like  to  call  up  beautious  flying  words 
If  only  beautious  flying  words  would  do; 

But  the  limitations  of  an  eager  poet’s  pen 
Make  all  my  words  seem  only  faintly  true. 

Can  winged  rhetoric  in  all  its  beaminp'  glory 
Express  a sentiment  far  too  big  for  rhyme? 

Can  anything  less  than  our  nobles-^  deeds 
Couple  thankfulness  to  a lifetime's  noble  climb? 

Since  all  my  words  are  weakly,  then  let  me  forge 
My  thanks  to  your  own  self  jipon  the  die 
Of  deeds  of  valor  - not  just  merely  dreams  - 
And  so  to  make  it  Happy  --  Lasting  --  Real 

I shall  try 

To  make  the  world  that  I am  living  in 
More  like  the  one  that  you  have  taught  me; 

And  to  follow  true  the  noble,  heartfelt  pathway 
Thru  lovely  Nature  to  the  sureness  of  Serenity, 

To  shape  my  life  without  all  human  anger 
Nor  give  utterance  ever  to  vindictive  groan; 

To  tolerate  mistakes  of  one  and  all  the  others 
Just  as  if  they  were  my  very  own. 

To  remember  dream- illumined  thoughts  as  all  that's 

real. 

That  stark  reality  without  the  dream  is  naught; 

And  - like  the  Poet's  long  enduring  line  -- 
"I  thank  thee,  Worthy  Friend,  for  the  lesson  thouc 

hast  taught." 


Glen  Macomber 

915  Greenfield  Avenue 
V/aukesha,  Wisconsin 


GLEN  MACOMBER 


915  GREENFIELD  AVENUE  • WAUKESHA,  WISCONSIN 
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February  14tb,  1954 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 

Hello,  by  Jovei  I read  your  book  and 
was  so  much  impressed  thereby  that  I 
done  writ  this  poem, 

I hope  you  enjoy  reading  it. 


Sincerely  Yours, 
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ROOM  1109 
44  WALL  STREET 
NEW  YORK  5.  N.  Y. 


11  March  1 9 5 U 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
15  West  l6th  St. 

New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller, 

I have  received  your  communication  of  February 
25  vdth  great  interest.  Unfortunately,  I have  not  had 
time  to  reply  before  now, 

I enclose  herewith  ny  check  to  the  order  of  the 
American  Foundation  For  The  Blind,  Inc.,  in  the  amount 
of  $100,  as  a contribution  to  this  excellent  cause, 

I remember  meeting  you  many  years  ago  when  I was  a 
small  child  at  the  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  home  of  ny  grand- 
father, Henry  H.  Rogers,  and  you  probably  remember  ny 
mother,  who  died  in  192u,  Mai  Rogers  Coe. 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  I am 


Very  truly  yours. 


W,  R.  Coe,  Jr, 


VJ 


Enclosure 


Dear  Mr.  Coe, 

it  was  indeed  a delightful  surprise  for  me  to  hear  from  you 
whose  sweet  mother  I remember  so  lovingly*  Also  I have  a happy  me- 
mory of  the  children  icha  with  whom  she  played  and  to  whom  she  told 
charming  stories  of  animals  and  birds*  It  seems  but  yesterday  that 
ny  teacher  and  I were  at  Mr.  Rogers's  Fairhaven  house  seeing  all 
of  you  and  sailing  around  New  Bedford  on  his  beautiful  "Kanawha." 

The  years  pass,  but  one's  heart  never  growsolld  that -cherishes 
friendship. 

It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  after  fifty  years  I find  you  among 
the  friends  of  the  blind  whose  generosity  paves  their  difficult 
path  with  light  and  ensures  their  victory  over  limitations.  All  those 
years  I have  labored  to  bring  that  light  and  that  victory  to  the 
handicapped,  but  the  days  have  not  gladdened  me  with  a sign  of 


interest  more  welcome  than  yours.  I thank  you  again  and  again  for 
your  encouragement  in  a work  that  gives  grace  and  meaning  to  ray  life. 
With  warmest  greetings,  I am. 

Cordially  yours,  > 

Westport,  Conn.,  '• 

March  twenty-fifth,  19Sh»  ' 
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DAVID  8ARNOFF 

CUAIRMA.N  OB'  TIIH  BOARD 


March  17,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arc  an  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


You  were  most  generous  to  have 
written  me  your  kind  note  of  March  13,  and  1 am 
deeply  appreciative. 

With  high  respects  and  all  good 


Sincerely, 


wishes. 


RALPH  E.  FLANDERS 
VERMONT 


3Cttiicb  Senate 


WASHINGTON.  D.  C. 


1-larch  27,  1954 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

A word  of  commendation  from  you  is  precious  indeed. 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  13 
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MEMBERS  OF  BOARD 


■ IVY  GREEN” 


BIRTHPLACE  OF 
HELEN  KELLER 


HELEN  KELLER  PROPERTY  BOARD 
TUSCUMBIA.  ALABAMA 


April  6,  19Sh 


D.  L.  WILSON.  CHAIRMAN 
MRS.  E.  H.  NEYMAN.  SECY 
MISS  UURLINE  COOK.  TREAS. 
MRS.  LOREN  GARY.  JR. 

R.  B.  HURSTON 

MRS.  C.  V.  MORRIS 

JUDGE  JOHN  B.  SOCKWELL 

W.  R.  WILLIAMS 

REA  K.  MILLS 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connnecticut 
Dear  Miss  Kellers 

I wish  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  February  l6, 

195U  to  tell  us  that  you  were  sending  an  autographed  photograph  to 
be  hung  in  the  Helen  Keller  Shrine  here. 

The  package  was  received  from  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  yesterday  afternoon.  It  was  received  in  perfect  condition. 

Words  would  fail  me  in  an  effort  to  express  the  depth 
of  feeling  with  which  we  accept  this  gift  from  you  to  the  Helen  Keller 
Shrine.  The  photograph  shall  be  hung  on  the  wall  and  the  import  of  the 
message  shall  be  hung  upon  the  hearts  of  thousands  who  shall  be 
privileged  to  view  it. 

*’ay  I say  wo  are  truly  grateful  to  one  who  has  done 
so  much  for  so  many  and  that  your  interest  shall  be  cherished  throug- 
out  the  years  as  they  pass? 

May  we  also  be  permitted  to  keep  alive  that  fondest 
hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  visit  with  us  and  leave  wi.th  the  Shrine 
the  one  thing  that  is  lacking  - an  atmosphere  breathed  upon  it  by 
your  presence  there?  Mr.  Barnett  upon  occasion  of  one  of  his  visits 
there  in  late  afternoon  characterized  the  atmosphere  at  "Ivy  Green" 
classically  when  he  remarked,  "It  is  so  peaceful  here'.' 

With  sincere  and  continued  best  wishes,  I am 


MRS.  Wyndham  Blanton 

3015  SEMINARY  AVENUE 
RICHMOND  27.  VIRGINIA 


April  10,  1954 

Dear  Miss  Keller 

I had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
you  many  years  ago  vmen  you  and  M-s . Macy  came 
to  niss  Jennie  Ellett's  school,  of  ’.ihlch  I v/as  a 
pupil,  on  Laurel  Street.  Since  Miss  Ellett's 
aeath  I have  been  given  by  her  dear  friend, Miss 
Blair,  and  by  other  persons  connected  with  the 
school  including  the  two  more  recent  headmistresses, 
-■.rs.  Bracicett  and  Miss  Turner,  a great  many  naners 
and  letters  of  Miss  Jennie's.  Among  them  there’ is 
a long  series,  covering  many  years  of  letters  from 
Jfecy  to  Miss  Jennie.  Thej'-  are  very  interesting, 
often  referring  so  s’, meetly  and  brightly  to  you  and 
his  wife,  as  if  his  friendship  for  Miss  Jennie, 
oegun  v/hen  he  was  an  English  r^^ader  for  Harvard  and 
^ summer  student  there,  had  come  to  mean  some- 
thing to  him  very  real.  Of  course  '.-re  have  knovm 
always  ho.;  much  Miss  Jennie  thought  of  him  and  hov; 
she  valued  his  opinion  about  the  themes  she  sent 
nim  to  correct  and  comment  on  as  she  struggled  to  pre 
pare  an  astonishing  number  of  Richmond  girls  for 
Qollege . Tne  letters  v.^ill  be  of  Interest  to  all 
who  went  to  the  school  in  those  years,  and  it  is 
my  purpose , as  soon  as  I ca,n  transcribe  and 
get  them  annotated  to  publish  them  for  the  school's 
alumnae  association.  I am  wondering  if  you  v.'ould  be 
good  enough  to  indicate  whether  you  would  enjoy 
seeing  these  letters,  and  whether  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  direct  me  to  some  sources  of  information 


MRS.  WYNDHAM  BLANTON 
3015  SEMINARY  AVENUE 
RICHMOND  27.  VIRGINIA 


about  Mr.  Macy.  I knov?  only  the  account  in  WHO'S  V/HO 
and  such  information  about  his  v/ritins  as  I am  able 
to  find  in  the  Richmond  Public  Library,  and  in  the 
letters  themselves , -for  instnace  there  is  reference 
to  his  v.'ork  on  Mr.  Cabell (s  books. 

I am  enclosing  a stamped,  self-addressed  letter 
for  your  reply,  and  I hope  that  my  asking  even  a 
fev;  moments  of  your  time,  is  not  toagreat  a burden 
for  you  in  the  midst  of  all  you  do  for  so  many  persons. 
You  have  stood  by  me  as  an  inspiration  on  more  than 
one  hard  occasion,  and  I hold  you  in  my  heart  vfith 
admiration  and  affection. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


0ITY  DF^IRMINGHAM  ^LABAMA 


INDUSTRIAL  CENTER  OF  THE  SOUTH 


JAMES  W.  MORGAN 
PREStOCNT  or  CITY  COMMISSION 
AN  D MAYOR 


MEMeen 

U-  S.CONFERENCE  OF  MAYORS 
THE  ALABAMA  LEAGUE  OF  MUNICIPALITIES 


April  15,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcanridge 

Westport,  Connecticut 
Dear  Miss  Keller: 

All  of  Alabama  is  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  coming 
home  to  join  us  in  the  premiere  shovdng  of  the  movie, 
"Helen  Keller  and  Her  Story." 

It  goes  without  saying  that  we  are  all  proud  of  you, 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  paying  deserved  tribute 
to  our  distinguished  Alabamian.  We  are  going  to  make 
every  effort  to  cause  you  to  be  glad  you  are  coming 
back  to  us.  We  are  most  grateful  to  you. 


Sincerely, 


Mayor 
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Alabama  Inatitutp  far  Sraf  attb  lUittb 

(ilallaiifga.  Alabama 


April  lb,  1954 


-Mahamn  grljanl  for  Negro  Deaf 


Alabama  &rljaalfl  for  ?3Iinb 


Mios  Catherine  riser,  Principal 


Alabama  ^rlionl  far  Draf 


Abult  ISitnb  S^;iarlmrnt 


Archer  p.  Bardes,  principal 


Carl  d.  Monroe,  principal 


J.  E.  BRYAN,  PRESIDENT 


J.  E.  Bryan.  Superintendent 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

We  are  all  so  happy  that  you  expect  to  visit  Alabama  and  be 
present  at  the  world  premiere  of  the  movie  Helen  Keller  and  Her 
Story"  to  be  shown  at  the  Temple  Theatre  in  Birmingham  on  the 
evening  of  May  8 . 

Thousands  of  our  deaf  and  blind  citizens  are  looking  forward 
to  this  occasion.  As  you  know,  we  have  here  in  Talladega  five 
schools,  two  for  the  deaf  and  three  for  the  blind,  with  a total  of 
about  one  thousand  children  and  adults.  We  would  like  very  much  to 
have  you  visit  us,  even  if  it  was  only  for  a very  short  time.  We 
understand  that  you  will  come  to  Birmingham  by  train,  and  Talladega 
is  just  21  miles  from  Anniston,  where  I am  sure  you  could  get  your 
train  if  it  is  possible  for  you  to  visit  our  work  here.  It  would 
be  a great  encouragement  to  our  deaf  and  blind  children  and  citizens. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  your  visit  to  Alabama  and  are 
very  proud  that  Birmingham  has  been  selected  for  the  world  premiere 
of  the  movie. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours. 


J.  E.  Krji-an,  President 


JEB/em 


fflfiitral  Park  laptiat  (Hljurdy 

Avenue  "S"  and  43rd  Street 
BIRMINGHAM  8,  ALABAMA 

WAYNE  DEHONEY.  Ptslor 


April  16,  195U 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcanridge, 

West  Port,  Connecticut 
Dear  Miss  Keller; 

In  behalf  of  the  Christian  institutions  of  our  oily,  I want  to 
welcome  you  to  Birmingham,  We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  pre- 
mier of  the  film  of  your  life  and  to  your  appearance  and  glowing 
testimony* 

I would  like  to  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  be  in  the  services 
of  the  Central  Park  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday  morning  following  your 
appearance  on  Saturday,  Your  dynamic  Christian  testimony  that  you 
have  given  so  often  concerning  your  faith  in  God,  the  power  of  prayer, 
and  the  daily  presence  of  God  in  your  life  has  been  a constant  inspira- 
tion to  countless  thousands  of  people.  Knowing  that  you  would  plan  to 
observe  the  Lord's  Day  in  worship  in  some  way,  we  would  like  for  you 
to  be  in  our  services  and  to  bring  the  witness  of  your  faith  to  our 
people. 

The  Central  Park  Baptist  Church  is  Alabama's  largest  congregation. 
We  have  a sanctuary  that  seats  two  thousand  people  and  there  will  be  a 
packed  house  on  Mother's  Day,  Realizing  the  very  important  occasion 
that  brings  you  to  Binningham  and  the  necessity  of  publicizing  your 
appearance  at  the  theatre  in  order  to  raise  as  much  money  as  possible, 
we  would  pledge  to  you  and  to  the  local  committee  that  no  publicity 
would  be  released  concerning  your  appearance  in  our  church  until  after 
the  last  showing  of  the  film  on  Saturday  night. 

Be  assured  of  our  cooperation  in  doing  everything  possible  for 
your  comfort  and  convenience.  We  would  like  to  press  again  this  invi- 
tation to  bring  your  Christian  witness  and  testi^ny  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  on  the  Lord's  Day  in  connection  with  this  your  visit  to  our 
city  and  your  appearance  in  the  theatre  on  the  Saturday  before.  Trust- 
ing and  praying  that  you  may  find  it  possible  to  include  this  engage- 
ment in  your  plana,  I am. 


WD»3f 

‘■“"TO  THE  GLORY 


Sincerely  yours, 

Wayne  Dehoney 

OF  GOD  . . . . WE  BUILD" 


eHSTOR  GReeVIHG^wESTERi^iN. 
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Alabama  Inatitute  for  0faf  aub  2Jltnb 
QJallabrga.  Alabama 


;iis3  Helen  Keller 
Arcen  :iid£;e 
..'estpoi't,  Connecticut 

Dear  Adss  Keller: 

..'e  at  the  .'.lala:na  School  Cor  'le^ro  Deaf  are  greatly  interested 
■'n  "our  pro.vectol  visit  to  Alaoana.  Since  it  is  inpoosirle  for  us, 
as  a .-'roup,  to  ;o  to  Cirnin  ;hr.’o  to  see  you  at  the  pre>niere  of  your 
motion  picture,  -rc  v.'oull  feel  yreatly  honorel  if  you  could  find  it 
possi'lc  to  -o  sixtr  '‘les  out  of  ?/our  road -to  co-.e  and  visit  us  at 
T'-lladepa. 

This  school  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Ala''-a;r:a  Institute  Cor 
Deaf  and  Dlind  and  feel  that  it  vionld  be  Cittinj;  'or  you  to  visit 
our  Institute  v/hile  you  are  a:;ain  in  Alalnrna.  So  far  as  '.ve  know  you 
have  never  visited  the  Alabana  Institute  for  Deaf  and  "lini.. 

I am  sui’e  that  the  .’ork  that  Ala'^ama  is  ioin.-j  for  '‘^oth  the  Kepro 
-C  -r.d  *'  -■  Kepro  .lind  would  be  of  interest  to  yoii  and  v/e  ouli  feel 
encouraged  v a , isit  from  you. 


Sincerely, 

Archer  P.  ; ardes 
Principal  Cor  the  faculty  And 
Student  Pody. 

Ala.  S.’hool  for  I’opro  Deaf 
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ASSOCIWiflll  Of  ffit  DfAf  &itcUr€U£&<£^  fa/B 


AFFILIATED  WITH  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  DEAF 


OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
MATT  AL  HORN 
2012  TUCKER  STREET 
MOBILE.  ALA 


FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 
RUSH  LETSON 
4640  TERRACE  S,  C.  P 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALA 


SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT 
E.  J.  BAILEY 
1902  S.  28TH  AVENUE 
HOMEV/OOD.  ALA 


SECRETARY 

SAM  B.  RITTENBERG 
152S  N.  36TH  PLACE 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALA 


TREASURER 
HARRY  L.  BAYNES 
TALLADEGA.  ALA. 


P.  0.  Box  268 
Talladega,  Alabama 
April  21,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

The  deaf  of  .Alabama  have  been  looking  forward  to  a 
visit  from  you  for  a long  time.  May  I,  as  President  of 
the  Alabama  .Association  of  the  Deaf,  extend  to  you  a 
cordial  welcome  to  our  native  state  and  to  visit  the 
•Alabama  Institute  for  Deaf  and  Blind.  Your  visit  will  be 
a treat  and  also  a great  encouragement  to  the  children  at 
the  schools  . 


Sincerely  yours , 


Matt  A.  Horn,  President 
Alabama  Association  of  the  Deaf 


MAH/em 


Alumni  and  Workers  Association,  Inc. 


P.  □.  BOX  242 


□ FFICERS 
ROBERT  CONNER 

PRESIDENT 
TALLADEGA,  ALABAMA 


MRS.  BERTHA  BATES 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 


BRAXTON  TATUM 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
TALLADEGA,  ALABAMA 


MISS  TERRELL  PARKER 
RECORDING  SECRETARY 
TALLADEGA,  ALABAMA 


TRUSTEES 
JAMES  OWEN 

MOBILE.  ALABAMA 

JOHN  P.  CARRUTH 

GLADSDEN. ALABAMA 

HARRY  HULSEY 

TALLADEGA.  ALABAMA 


TALLADEGA,  ALABAMA 
April  21,  1954- 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

It  is  good  to  learn  that  the  premiere  of  the  movie 
"Helen  Keller  and  Her  Story"  will  be  held  in 
Birmingham  on  May  8. 

On  behalf  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Alabama 
School  for  the  Blind,  I would  like  to  extend  an 
invitation  for  you  to  visit  the  school  in  Talladega 
while  you  are  in  Alabama.  A visit  by  you  to  the 
School  for  the  Blind  and  the  Adult  Blind  Departments 
would  be  an  inspiration  to  our  blind  people. 

We  hope  to  hear  from  you  to  the  effect  that  you 
will  honor  us  by  a visit  to  Talladega  in  May. 


Sincerely  yours, 


^■ohn  Perry  Carruth 
President 
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SERVING  THE  BLIND  GF  ALABAMA 
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4t2  TEXAS  BANK  BUILOINO 

»•  Texah 


-lay  11  1954 


Dear  oister  Helen  and  Polly; 

In  about  two  hours'  after  leaving  Birmingham  Sunday  PM  the 
big  plane  brought  us  to  our  home  field  without  any  undue  difficulty 
and  after  a fine  smooth  ride,  i'he  air  was  a little  choppy  close  to  the 
ground  but  the  pilot  just  climbed  up  into  the  clouds  where  the 
going  was  as  smooth  as  silk  and  it  seemed  like  we  were  just  floating 
along  on  a silver  lining. 

Havia  and  1 enjoyed  it  all  and  being  with  you  for  a few 
short  hours  was  just  wonderful.  We  thought  you  both  looked  fine  but 
we  also  hope  you  will  take  care  of  yourselves  axid  try  not  to  over  do 
or  over  tax  your  health  and  strength. 

It  took  only  a few  minutes  for  us  to  see  why  you  love  Miss 
Katharine  and  Miss  JMancy  so  much.  As  the  saying  goes  down  here  in  the 
southwest, "they  are  our  kind  of  folks";  friendly,  sincere  , down  to 
earth  people  with  both  the  desire  and  "the  know  how"  to  make  what 
they  undertake  successful. 

/i/e  enjoyed  every  minute  of  the  picture  and  there  isnt  any 
doubt  of  its  success  in  our  minds.  It  has  the  answer  to  most  of  the 
questions  people  want  answered  about  lister  nelen.  Teacher  and  Polly 
and  1 know  it  will  prove  a source  of  hope  and  inspiration  to  the 
handicapped  everywhere  on  earth.  Tj^e  expressions  on  the  faces  of 
the  youngsters  shown  in  the  film  prove  this  beyond  any  question  of 
doubt.  Moreover,  the  picture  should  cause  those  of  us  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  most  of  our  faculties  intact  to  re-examine  ourselves 
and  to  determine  if  we  are  using  these  God  given  facilities  to  the 
best  advantage  of  our  selves  and  of  our  fellowman. 

it  was  a great  pleasure  for  us  to  see  you  again  and  we  send 
our  beat  love  and  kind  regards  to  all  and  let  us  know  how  things  come 
out  on  THE  BIG  DAY  in  BIG  TO'VN. 


Y,ourj  a<ffec,^/onate  brother. 


Raclclifie  College  A1  umnae  Association 

10  GARDEN  STREET,  CAMBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 


May  14,  1954 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

For  some  time  the  Radcliffe  Alumnae  Association  has 
sought  a means  of  signalizing  its  distinguished  graduates 
in  some  noteirorthy  manner. 

This  soring  it  has  been  decided  to  initiate  an  award 
which  will  carry  with  it  the  Impact  of  the  honor  which  we 
wish  to  confer.  The  award  is  to  be  made  to  a woman  v;ho  by 
the  quality  of  her  life  and  spirit  exemplifies  what  the 
liberal  arts  education  hopes  to  achieve. 

Ever  since  the  idea  was  broached,  there  has  been  no 
doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  our  inevitable  choice.  We  snould 
be  deeply  honored  if  you  i^ould  consent  to  let  us  name  you 
as  the  first  recipient  of  the  Alumnae  Achievement  Award. 

The  presentation  will  be  made  at  the  Alumnae  Luncheon 
on  Saturday,  June  12th,  in  Memorial  Kail.  The  luncheon  takes 
place  at  12:30,  and  we  hope  very  much  that  you  will  be  our 
guest  of  honor  at  the  head  table  to  receive  the  enthusiastic 
tribute  of  the  gathered  alumnae. 


Very  sincerely. 


Mrs.  Charles  W.  Phinney 
Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Alumnae  Achievement  Award 


Miss  Helen  A.  Keller 

R.F.D. 

Westuort,  Connecticut 
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RADCLIFFE  COLLEGE 

CAMBRIDGE  38.  MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


May  17,  I95U 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  commencement  season 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  he  ahle  to  attend  the  fiftieth 
reunion  of  your  class  and  join  in  the  academic  festivities 
of  the  time.  May  I add  a personal  word  of  invitation  and 
express  the  hope  that  you  will  he  in  Cambridge? 

I mention  this  particularly  since  the  College  and  a 
group  of  your  friends  would  like  to  name  in  your  honor  the 
gardens  to  he  enclosed  hy  the  projected  Graduate  Qxiadrangle. 
Though  we  have  not  yet  of  course  made  any  detailed  plans, 
about  which  we  should  like  to  consult  you,  our  thought  has 
been  to  lay  out  a pleasantly  informal  garden  which  would 
also  include  a fountain  which  we  should  like  to  name  for 
Miss  Sullivan.  We  shall,  I need  scarcely  say,  wish  to 
have  your  approval  of  the  plan  before  we  cariy  it  forward 
and  we  should  like,  if  you  agreed,  to  take  note  of  the 
decision  at  an  appropriate  moment  during  the  commencement 
season  when  you  could  be  present.  I do  hope  you  will  let 
me  know  that  you  find  these  proposals  agreeable. 

We  are  making  very  substantial  progress  towards  raising 
the  funds  required  to  secure  the  Graduate  Quadrangle, 
which  has  for  long  been  so  needed  as  the  center  of  life 
and  activity  for  our  3OO  and  more  graduate  students.  I 
am  enclosing  certain  materials  which  set  out  our  hopes  and 
expectations  with  regard  to  the  Quadrangle  and  which  at 
one  point  delineate  very  roughly  the  artist's  conception 
of  the  garden  of  v/hich  I have  spoken. 

With  every  good  wish,  I am 


Yours  sincerely. 


W.  K.  Jordan 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

V.'estport 

Connecticut 
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9th  June,  1954. 


I'iss  Polly  Thompson, 
Arcan  Kidge, 

Westport , 

Conn. , 

U.S.A. 


Dear  Polly, 

I have  now  got  oack  to  my  office  after 
that  most  interesting  tour,  one  of  the  highlights 
being  my  meeting  with  both  of  you  in  New  York. 

I was  really  charmed  and  flattered  to 
have  the  photographs  which  you  have  so  kindly 
sent  to  me  and  I shall  treasure  them,.  I am 
writing  separately  in  Braille  to  Helen. 

I shall  be  meeting  Lord  Halifax  next 
week  and  shall  ask  him  to  help  in  arranging 
for  you  both  to  meet  Sir  V/inston  Churchill  when 
you  come  to  London. 

Perhaps  you,  or  Eric,  will  let  me  know 
when  you  have  the  date  fixed. 

With  kind  regards  and  every  good  wish. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Director . \ 


J-V/jm 


DR.  DONALD  C.  BALFOUR 
ROCHESTER,  MINNESOTA 


June  9,  1954 


Ify  dear  Miss  Keller," 

Ivirs . Balfour  and  I appreciate  the 
opportunity  of  reading  your  article  telling  of  your 
visit  to  Latin  America.  It  must  have  teen  a thrilling 
and  satisfying  trip  for  you  in  every  way  and  we  can  well 
understand  what  your  visit  must  have  meant  to  the  insti- 
tutions in  the  countries  included  in  your  itinerary, 

1 only  wish  we  could  have  heen  at  some  of  them  to  have 
seen  the  wonderful  demonstrations  of  affection  and 
admiration  which  greeted  you  everywhere,  and  I am  sure 
that  the  influence  of  your  visit  will  he  an  inspiration 
to  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  see  and  hear  you. 


I hope  that  you  and  Miss  Thompson 
are  well  and  that  it  will  not  he  too  long  before  you 
are  here  again,  as  each  visit  seems  to  become  more 
delightful  to  us. 

With  our  affectionate  regards  and 
cordial  wishes,  I am 


dch-ls 


S5toderely  yours 


Donald 


To J Miss  Helen  Keller 
Aroan  Ridge 
V(estpor  t 
Connecticut 


Forest  Hills,  N.Y. 
June  12,1954 


JAMES  L DIXON.  ED.D. 

HEADMASTER 

LUCY  ALLEN  SMART.  A.M. 
DEAN 


Dear  Helen  Keller  and 
Dear  Polly  Thompson: 

When  Allen  Smart  was  here  in  March,  he  told  me  , 
with  joy,  that  he  had  met  you  both  at  the  Harvard  Club. 

He  has  the  same  admiration  for  you  as  does  his  Mother. 

Often, I think  of  you  and  wish  I could  see  you. 

You  are  busy  and  so  am  I.  I am  very  grateful  for  the  health, 
ability  and  will  to  do,  that  keeps  me  busy  as  the  Dean  of 
Kew-Forest  School.  I have  just  finished  my  twenty -ninth 
year.  The  Trustees,  parents,  pupils,  all  appreciate  what 
I have  tried  to  do  and  have  been  able  to  do  for  the  School, 
which  is  in  excellent  condition.  The  reputation  is  of  the 
best . 


I read  every  word  I can  about  the  picture  of  wonder- 
ful Helen’s  life.  I am  so  glad  I shall  be  able  to  see  it 
before  long.  A friend  has  seen  a pre-view  and  she  gives  me 
glowing  accounts  of  it.  I shall  go  to  one  of  the  first 
showings.  How  splendid  that  people  everywhere  will  be 
able  to  know  more  about  one  of  the  greatest  women  who 
ever  lived, if  not  the  greatest.  God  Bless  you  both. 

I keep  and  now  and  then  read  the  beautiful  letter 
Helen  wrote  to  me  soon  after  my  husband  die^^d.  You  both 
had  come'  to  see  us  in  our  Deepdene  Roa^‘*'^‘'e  had  felt  my  . 
husband’s  fine  character,  his  kindness  and  his  strength 
when  she  shook  his  hand  and  felt  his  face.  That  is  a 
beautiful  letter. 

Helen  and  family  are  well.  The  son  is  in  Wall  Street; 
the  daughter  is  married  to  a fine  young  man  in  the  Airforce- 

R.O.T.C. 


Allen  continues  to  write.  He  WS^^a  play  to  commem- 
orate the  150th  anniversary  of  Ohio  University  at  Athens, 0. 

west  of  the  Alleghenies  and  north  of  Ohio. 
1 ixb  nas  Deen^g^]_  received.  Now  he  is  v/riting  a volume  of 
essays . 

This  is  too  long  a letter.  It  is  to  tell  you  that 
a friend  of  many  years  loves  and  admires  you  both.  I am 
grateful  to  have  known  you  both  and  the  great  Teacher. 


Affectionately  Yours,  .. 


Home:  Forest  Hills  Inn, Apt 
Forest  Hills,  N.'Y. 


F 


Dr.  Leda  June  Stacy 

76  RALPH  AVENUE 


Copy 


Beverly  Hills  Hotel  and  Bungalows 
Beverly  Hills,  California 


My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

Now  what  a fine  Hell  I turned  out  to  be.  Hers  I 
reu.d  your  whole  book  plum  through,  (that  by  the  way  its  the  first 
one  I can  ever  remember  doing  that).  When  I get  through  reading  what 
these  Cuckoo  Republicans  have  done  the  day  before,  why  my  day  is  about 
over.  But  T read  yours  and  enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.  Now  about  that 
Fund  I am  trying  to  figure  what  to  say  that  might  attract  some 
attention,  cause  it  s re  is  a good  thing  and  I will  get  to  it  as  soon 
as  I get  it  through  my  old  bone  head  the  way  to  get  at  it. 

Here's  my  little  dab,  its  not  much  on  the  way  to 
two  million  but  I just  don't  want  Rockefeller  to  be  the  only  one  in 
the  R's. 


When  you  coming  (but  to  see  us  Movie  Folks.  I will 
use  you  in  a Picture  if  you  come  out.  Give  my  lo'-e  to  that  wonderful 
Teacher  of  yours*  Drop  me  a line  and  send  me  some  literature  of  that 
undertaking  of  yours. 

If  you  can  be  fortunate  enough  to  keep  Mr.  Hoover 
from  appointing  a Committee  to  xxiKsxthaX  t help  you  raise  that  fund 
I believe  you  will  make  it. 

You  know  I think  you  and  T will  be  better  friends 
if  we  dont  meet,  they  tell  me  you  can  feel  of  ones  face  and  tell  how 
they  look.  I'll  stay  out  of  your  clutches. 

With  the  usual  admiration  of  an  American  for  their 
most  remarkable  Women, 

(My  wife  can't  call  that  being  too  affectionate,  can 


she) 


Yours 


Signed  Will  Rogers 
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ANIELA  MIECZYSLAWSKA 
799  Madison  Avenue 
NEW  York  21.  N.  Y. 


June  21,  1954 


Dear  Miss  Keller  : 

The  storjr  of  jorm  life,  that  I 
have  just  seen,  v/ill  inspire  not  only 
the  handicapped  people  all  over  the 
v/orld,  but  also  the  people,  who  lost  their 
countries  and  who  lose  son-etirr,es  hope  and 
energy  to  fight.  Your  courage  and 
struggle  shows  us  clearly  that  with  per- 
severence  and  endurance,  with  hope  and 
faith  one  can  conquer  the  unconquarfeble. 
Thank  you  for  giving  us  this  hope. 

Some  years  ago  I had  the  great 
priviledge  of  meeting  you  and  your  won- 
derful companion,  Kiss  Polly  Thompson. 

Your  graciously  took  part  in  the  drive 
for  the  blind  of  Poland  and  afterwards 
ve  met  at  a charming  party.  We  talked 
about  many  things  and  also  about  the  late 
friend,  Jan  Wasilewski,  Thanks  to  you,  . 
our  committee  was  organised  and  the  blin^ 
get  tlie  needed  help  from  the  States.  We 
feel  so  grateful  to  you. 

With  wannest  greetings  to  you  and 
Iviist  Thompson, 

Faitfully  yours. 


Mrs.  Charles  h.  Porter 
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RADCLIFFE  COLLEGE 

CAMBRIDGE  38.  MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


June  22,  19 5U 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

We  all  enjoyed  your  visit  with 
us  and  we  all  felt  not  a little 
"better  for  the  fact  that  you  had  been 
here.  I am  very  sorry  that  we  were 
so  hurried  at  the  dedicatory  exercises, 
hut  we  had  taken  a firm  resolve  that 
you  were  not  to  miss  your  trainl 

I am  most  grateful  to  you  for 
the  copy  of  the  beautifully  appropriate 
remarks  you  were  kind  enough  to  make. 

I am  taking  the  liberty  of  handing  them 
to  the  editor  of  the  Eadcllffe  Quarterly, 
with  the  request  that  she  make  certain 
you  approve,  in  the  event  it  is  thought 
desirable  to  publish  them. 

With  very  kindest  regards  to  you 
and  to  Miss  Thomson,  I am 


Yours  sincerely. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 


NEW YORK 


A European  Edition  is  Published  Daily  in  Paris 


PEnnsylvania  t)-4000 


230  Wesl41st  Slreel,  New  York  36 


June  29,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Ridge 
Route  1 

Westport,  Connecticut 
Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Vfe  thought  you  might  like  to  have  the 
enclosed  editorial  from  the  Herald  Tribune. 

This  is  for  your  clinping  files  with  our 
very  best  wishes. 


Cordially  yours, 


Richard  L.  Tobin 
Director  of  Public  Affairs 


MISS  MARGUERITE  KIMBALI, 

Westerlea 

Fn'zwiLEiAji.  New  IlAMPsiiHiE 


V 


HELEN  KING 


i ' 


HANDWRITING  ANALYST 


July  1,  1954 


How  do  you  doodle  Miss  Keller? 


Yes,  I mean  it.  How 


do  you  DOODLE?  Do  you  doodle  boxes?  angles?  houses? 
names? 

Psychologists  say  these  are  "wish  thoughts,"  and  as 
such  show  some  of  our  hidden  desires.  An  analyst 
for  ao  years  I know  some  of  these  are  obvious, the 
others  symbolicj.  FDR  doodled  fish  and  ships... 
Stalin,  a wolf  s he  ad. .. Jefferson,  a code. 

I am  compiling  a book  on  doodles  and  wondered  if 
you  would  give  me  a sample  of  your  doodles  for  it, 
together  with  permission  to  use  in  the  book?  I'd 
be  happy  to  send  you  an  analysis  of  it,  plus  a 
complimentary  copy  of  the  book. 

And  I'd  like  .M.iss  Thompson  to  "get  in  on  the  act," 
tool 

I have  j-  st  come  from  seeing  your  motion  picture 
and  want  to  extend  my  sincerest  congratulations 
on  a- most  inspirin  , event.  The  look  of  hope  on 
the  faces  of  those  to  whom  you  spoke  throughout  the 
world  was  most  impressive. 


Sine erelv. 


k 


Helen  King 


P.  0.  BOX  298 
Times  Square  Sta. 
New  York  36,  N.  Y. 


WAIOHAI 

KOLOA 

KAIAI,  HAWAII 


July  1st,,  1954- 


Dear  Miss  Keller  5- 


Several  winters  ago  I sent  you  a couple  of  coconuts 
from  Palm  Beach,  ^^la.,  and  then  a month  or  so  later  I attended  your 
little  birthday  party  at  Nancy  Hamll^n's  - maybe  you  and  Miss  Thompson 
remember,..  But,  anyway,  this  is  to  xjj'n  you  that  two  more  coconuts  are 
on  their  way  to  you  - this  time  from  my  place  on  Kauai,  Hawaii,  I sent 
them  Parcel  Post  (I  think  it  was),  not  airmail,  and  with  good  winds  and 
tides  they  should  reach  "Arcan  Ridge"  in  a few  weeks. 

I found  that  writing  directly  on  a coconut  is  rather  dif~ 
ficult  (my  penmanship  and  the  bumpy  surface  just  don't  seem  to  jibe  very 
well  together),  so  tags  were  somehow  attached  - which  may,  of  course, 
come  off  in  transit.  I hope  vou  get  the  coconuts,  but  if  you  don't,  poss- 
ibly Miss  To  could  drop  me  a line  saying,  "No  coconuts  have  arrived"  and 
I'll  ship  you  off  another  batch. 

And  now,  mustering  up  all  my  nerve,  I enclose  two  columns 
of  mine  from  the  local  Kauai  newspaper.  In  the  face  of  the  tremendous  re- 
ception your  film  is  getting  in  the  Press  lately,  this  small  tribute  of 
mine  must  necessarily  seem  rather  inadequate.  But  I think  "The  Unconquer- 
ed" is  one  of  the  most  moving  films  I have  ever  seen.  And  I thought  perhaps 
you  and  hiss  Thompson  might  be  amused  to  read  my  two  colimns,  I'm  now  a 
full-fledged  newspaner  columnist,  with  Social  Security  card  & everything  - 
which,  I'm  sure,  is  affording  Nancy  much  hilarity.  But  I'm  taking  the  job 
very  seriously  &:  finding  it  extremely  stimulating  work, 

“peaking  of  Nancy,  as  who  isn't  these  days,  I wonder  if 
she's  in  Norway  now.  Or  has  she  joined  Martha  Graham  & her  troupe  (and 
Gert.  of  course])  in  some  other  foreign  land?  I wrote  her  (Nancy)  several 
weeks  ago,  but  haven't  heard  from  her.  I don't  expect  to,  Gjie  writes  me 
only  about  once  every  three  years,  I still  love  her,  though,,. 

Very  warmest  wishes  to  you  and  Miss  T,  - and  I hope  you 
get  those  coconuts] 


mu  V 
m^/L 


Bell  Telephon E Laboratories 

INCORPORATED 

463  West  Street,  New  York  14,  N Y 
CHELSEA  3-1000 


THORNTON  C.rRY 

ASSISTANT  TO  PRESIDENT 


July  7,  1954 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

For  weeks  I have  been  intending  to 
tell  you  how  much  Louise  and  I enjoyed  "THE 
UNCUNQTJERED."  It  is  a very  moving  documentary 
which  fully  merits  the  fine  reviews  it  has  had. 

To  us,  the  finest  thing  about  it  was 
its  honesty  —there  was  not  a moment  of  which  we 
wanted  to  say  "that  was  clever  directing"  rather 
than  "that  was  Helen"  or  "that  was  Polly." 

I feel  sure  the  public  will  sense  this  honesty 
and  coffliaend  it,  but  it  is  we  who  know  and  love 
you  who  appreciate  it  most.  ¥e  would  have 
resented  any  meddling  with  your  genuine  selves. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  through  this 
medium  you  will  continue  to  meet  and  inspire 
men  for  many  generations  to  come! 

Best  wishes. 


MISS  HELEN  KELLER 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 


6 58  1.7 e. Ht  lS8th  Street 
lTe\^-  ■'"orte  40  j ir.Y. 

Jnly  n,  1954 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

I thoufjht  you  would  liT<e  to  knov.'  that  I .-econtly  ef-w 
your  solendid  film  "Trie  ''Jnconqia^red , " and  I an  writing  to 
tell  you  'lov.'  inoniring  I found  it.  I aluo  enjoyed  so  much 
actually  seeing  you  in  scenes  from  your  daily  life.  V/hat 
moved  me  most  deeply  is  tha  radiance  \frich  shine.s  fro'^i  your 
face  at  all  times,  the  doop  sense  of  enjoyment  and  lupture 
in  every  new  experience.  I am  convinced  more  tliaii  ever  that 
moot  people  go  on  through  life  haroly  skimming  the  rich  thrills 
and  enthusia.sms  in  which  true  living  Sjhould  abound.  You  seem 
to  extract  the  ultimate  in  r>od-giv(Mi  j oy^  in  all  your  contacts 
with  life,  ifhat  a lesson  ■^•o  those  who,  v/hile  lu.ving  eyes,  5^t 
sec  not;  and  who,  while  having  cars,  yet  hea.r  not. 

Your  teacher  and  companion  Miss  LjulLivrn,  a.na  nov/ 

Miss  Thomoson  deserve  the  highest  ’*ecof  )ii  tion  for  their 
wonderful  work-  One  delightful  touch  in  the  film  \.as  the 
part  where  you  wore  dry'ing  the  dishes  and  passed  to  Mice  Thomp- 
son a dish  that  had  to  he  rewashed.  Doth  of  y'ou  have  such  a 
rich  sense  of  humor.  -\nd  I was  so  amused  hy  your  reading  a 
Braille  raa.nuscript  under  the  covers  at  night  in  hed.  It 
v;ould  seem  that  Miss  Thompson  is  up  to  a.11  y'our  trickst 

The  hook  y^ou  sent  me  in  1942:  '*The  World  I Live  In," 
and  which  you  so  heautifully'  inscrihed  to  me:  ’'To  Mr.  ITathan 
L.  Eengic,  whom  I am  glad  to  have  as  an  appreciative  visitor 
in  my  world.  Cordially,  Helen  Keller,"  I trca,sure  and  read 
often  for  its  wonderful  message.  I have  not  told  y/ou  tliat 
1 am  a school  teacher,  and  I shall  tell  you  what  no  one  else 
knows,  that,  tacked  inside  ’^y  rerscnal  clothing  closet,  is 
a picture  of  yourself  with  a great  dog  lying  at  your  feet. 

Your  f.ace  is  turned  to  the  great  outdoc's,  v’hioh  I knov.'  you 
love  80  much.  T get  a lift  every  morning  \.'hcn  I onen  this 
closet  and  see  your  radiant  face,  ’^ov  can  any^one  find  the 
burdens  of  life  too  great  to  hear  when  one  real  ires  how  light 
vou  vourse  If  find  them. 

God  Hess  you  and  spare  you  for  many  years,  to  bring 
contLnueu  hope  and  inspiration  to  roankind. 


Jh/or  cordially  vours 


Joseph  Lewis 
Purdys,  New  York 


July  13,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

I have  just  seen  THE  UNQONQDERED. 

I hope  you  will  forgive  me  for  being  frank.  I know  you 
would  want  me  to  express  my  honest  opinion.  I do  not  like 
the  title,  and  I was  disappointed  in  the  film. 

It  is  true  that  the  picture  is  a documentary  account  of 
the  honors  conferred  upon  Helen,  but  that  is  not  the  Helen  Keller 
I had  in  mind  when  I first  suggested  the  making  of  the  film. 

To  me,  Helen  Keller  is  INSPIRATION!  And  that  is  the  way  the 
world  should  have  seen  her  depicted. 


I wanted  to  screen  the  drama  of  Helen's  life.  While 
the  film  contains  many  of  the  scenes  I suggested  when  we 
had  dinner  at  the  Lotos  Club  with  Nella  Praddy,  I cannot  but 
feel  that  a golden  opportunity  was  lost,  both  for  ^el^  add 
the  world.  If  you  remember,  my  title  was,  THE  INSPIRING  STORY 
OF  H^LEN  KELLER.  THE  UNCONO,DERED  could  refer  to  any  physical 
act,  such  as  the  scaling  of  a high  mountain,  the  crossing  of  a 
dangerous  river,  the  penetration  of  the  jungles  of  A^^rica  - but 
my  thought  was  showing  Helen  overcoming  the  physical  handicaps 
and  her  great  achievements  in  the  intellectual  realm. 

With  my  title,  there  could  have  been  no  confusion  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  picture. 


The  incidents  recorded  in  the  film  of  Helen's  life  are 
highly  pertinent  hut  their  significance  is  lost  in  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  shown. 


However,  the  more  the  world  sees  of  Helen  the  better,  an 
as  the  public  is  not  aware  of  what  we  had  in  mind  regarding  ^"e 
picture,  let  us  hope  that  it  conveys  the  message  of  The  inspiring 
story  of  Helen  Keller.” 


My  love  to  both  of  you. 


Sincerely, 


24  Francis  Avenue 


Cambridge  38,  Massachustts 
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The  READER’S  Digest 

PLEASANTVILLB  • NEW  YORK 


July  19,  19511- 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


We  are  delighted  to  send  you  the 
enclosed  copies  of  the  August  issue  of  the  Reader's 
Digest  which  contains  a tribute  to  yoior  "luminous 
world"  by  your  friend  Van  V/yck  Brooks. 

His  appreciation  of  your  indomitable 
spirit  gives  to  o\ar  international  audience  a new 
understanding  of  your  remarkable  career.  We  shall 
be  grateful  if  it  brings  to  them  a part  of  the 
inspiration  enthusiastic  audiences  have  experienced 
through  your  vital  performance  in  "The  Unconquered." 

Will  you  please  extend  our  best  v;ishes 
to  Miss  Thomson? 


Sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

V/estport, 

Connecticut 


EDITORS:  DB  WITT  WALLACE  • LILA  ACHBSON  WALLACE 


CAMERON  & KAHN  inc.  Publishers 

109  Greenwich  Avenue,  New  York  14,  N.Y  WAtkins  9-1991 


August  6,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

Westport 

Conneotiout 


Dear  Miss  Kellers 


Because  of  the  crucial  importance  today  of  the  issues  with 
which  it  deals,  we  believe  you  will  find  of  deep  interest  the  book. 
Mill  Town,  which  we  are  about  to  publish.  We  are  therefore  taking 
the  liberty  of  sending  you  a complimentasry  copy  in  the  attached 
envelope. 

Needless  to  say,  we  would  be  very  interested  to  receive  any 
oomaent  that  you  may  have  to  make  about  it. 

Sincerely, 


Albert  E.  Kahn 
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81  Penfield  Road 
Rochester  10,  New  York 
August  9,  195U 


Dear  Helen: 

How  delighted  I was  iidien  June  told  me  upon  her  return  from  New  York 
that  she  had  had  not  only  the  great  privilege  of  being  able  to  attend  the  pre- 
sentation of  "The  TJnconquered",  a "brave  uplifting  picture"  but  also  had  the 
added  pleasure  of  see3.ng  you  and  speaking  to  you  personally.  June  agreed  with 
the  critics  that  the  review  of  your  life  and  career  was  exceptionally  well  done, 
and  she  was  deeply  moved  throughout.  And  what  a happy  reimion  it  was  after  so 
ma^Y  years  to  see  you  and  Polly,  who  were  so  gracious  and  cordial  in  your  greetings. 

Perhaps  you  recall  my  telling  you  some  years  ago  about  the  biography  I 
had  begun, — the  story  of  my  father  and  mother,  as  well  as  that  of  my  great-aunt 
Harriet  Hamilton  who  inspired  them, — and  the  dedication  of  their  lives  for  the 
Cause  of  the  Deaf.  Well,  I have  been  working  steadfastly  on  ihy  book, — reading 
letters  that  I found  tied  up  in  ribbons  in  trunks  in  the  attic  of  our  old  home, 
perusing  journals  aind  diaries,  and  interviewing  friends  who  knew  them  personally 
and  admired  them.  Now,  at  long  last,  I am  getting  the  material  rea(ty  for  the 
typist.  I have  been  thinking  over  the  various  people  who  might  write  the  foreword 
(or  whatever  it  might  be  called) , but  my  thoughts  immediately  tijmed  to  you.  I 
am  certain  that  a few  words  from  you  would  give  my  parents  and  Aunt  Hattie  genuine 
joy,  for  each  of  them  admired  and  loved  you  dearly, — even  as  June  and  I do. 

I hope  that  the  summer  has  been  an  enjoyable  one  for  you  and  Polly, 
and  I hope  that  you  can  find  it  possible  to  spend  a few  days  with  us  sometime 
for  we  do  so  want  to  see  you. 

With  fondest  regards  to  you  and  Polly, — 

Most  affectionately  yours. 


May  lyon  Remington 


nil*  NLV'MIIJ.AX  COMPANY 

CABLE  ADDRESS  f I ^ / /*  . /,  TELEPHONE 

PACHAMAC  NEW  YORK  / ( ( ( ) ( [ S / ) ( * / S OREGON  5-4000 


CABLE  ADDRESS 
PACHAMAC  NEW  YORl 


TELEPHONE 
OREGON  5-4000 


SIX  !"!'  • 1 II' I'll  A\'i'.xri'; 


Ni:\V  'I'OK'K  II.  N.Y. 


GEORGE  P BRETT,  JR.  PRESIDENT 


J.  RANDALL  WILLIAMS,  3RD.  VICE  PRESIDENT 


RICHARD  M. PEARSON,  vice  president 


RUSSELL  N.CARHART.  TREASURER 


BRUCE  Y BRETT,  secretary  & assistant  treasurer 


August  13,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

Westport 

Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

We  are  writing  to  you  because  Hermann  Hagedom,  devoted  admirer  of 
the  Theodore  Roosevelts,  has  written  a biography  that  is  being  acclaimed 
from  coast-to-coast . 


Alice  Roosevelt  Longworth,  elder  daxighter  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  says 
of  it: 


"I  don't  think  anyone  living,  outside  of  the  immediate 
family,  knows  us,  our  ups  and  downs,  the  good  times  and 
the  bad,  as  well  as  (Hermann  Hagedom)  does.  We  are 
fortunate,  indeed,  to  have  a writer  and  a poet,  such  as 
Hermann  is,  to  tell  the  story  of  those  days  of  long  ago." 


We  are  sure  you'll  want  to  add  your  own  words  of  praise  once  you  read 
it.  It's  a book  you  won't  be  able  to  resist  reading  and  rereading  and 
you  will  probably  want  to  give  it  as  a gift  to  friends. 

We'll  be  happy  to  fill  your  order  for  any  niimber  of  copies.  The 
enclosed  postpaid  order  card  or  coupon  on  the  circular  will  bring  you  this 
book  for  examination. 


THE  ROOSEVELT  FAMILY  OF  SAGAMORE  HILL 


Cordially  yours. 


(John  Meredith 
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Ladies' Hom.e  Journal 
The  Curtis  Publishing  Company 
Bruce  Gould 

Beatrice  Blackmar  Gould 
Editors 

PHILADErnHIA  5 

September  2,  1954 


Dear  Helen  Keller: 

Through  Dr.  Griswold  and  through  Ken  McCormick 
we  have  heard  that  you  are  hard  at  work  on  a new  book. 
This  is  welcome  news,  indeed,  and  very  exciting  for  us 
here  at  the  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

Ken  McCormick  says  that  there  is  considerable 
work  to  be  done  still,  but  naturally  we  are  very  anxious 
to  read  it  to  see  if  there  isn' t something  we  might  print 
here.  Journal  readers,  of  course,  are  particular  friends 
of  yours. 


VHien  you  have  any  progress  to  report,  could  we 
have  the  news?  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould  send  you  their  very 
best  regards. 


r»r»oT*c>n  tmnY*© 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcanridge, 
Westport,  Conn. 


PB:  nm 


H»d  of 

English  Deparcmcnt 
Denson  High  School 


GUNNAR  HORN 

5006  Walnut  Street 
OMAHA  6.  NEBRASKA 


Editor 

Senior  High  School  Literature 
Three  Volumes 
Allyn  and  Bacon,  Inc. 


7 September  Sh 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
l5  West  l6th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


I am  editing  an  anthology  of  world  literature, 
intended  for  use  in  the  10th  grade  in  high  school.  The  volume  is 
scheduled  for  publication  by  Allyn  and  Bacon,  50  Beacon  Street, 
Boston. 

In  a section  devoted  to  letters  of  famous  people  I would  like  very 
much  to  have  permission  to  include  your  letter  to  Ma^  Connelly 
complimenting  him  on  his  play.  Green  Pastures.  ^ 

Consideration  of  this  request  at  your  earliest  convenience  will  be 
deeply  appreciated. 


Very  sincerely. 


6 


Literature  is  news  that  stays  news.  — Ezra  Pound 
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17S0  Eastburn  Avenue 
New  York57,  N.  Y. 
September  12,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

Westport 

Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

The  enclosed  poem,  STORES  FOR  EMPTINESS,  was  written 
some  years  ago  after  I first  read  your  inspiring  essay, 
THREE  DAYS  TO  SEE.  It  was  published  in  The  New  York  Times 
on  September  4.  Since  i took  the  liberty  of  dedicating  it 
to  you,  I thought  you  might  like  to  have  it.  It  is  a small 
token  of  the  admiration  I have  had  for  you  and  your  work 
for  many  years. 


Sincerely, 


Ut^fc  OUc/'> 


225  Broadi«ay 

Nei.1  York  7,  New  York 

September  15,  195^. 


Miss  Helen  A.  Keller 

Vifestport 

Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

In  doing  some  ground  work  research  for  a possible 
biography  of  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  would  be  extremely  interesting,  as 
well  as  useful,  to  speak  with  you  about  some  of 
the  aspects  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

Of  course,  I am  aware  of  the  part  which  Doctor 
Anagnos,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Perkins  Institute 
after  the  death  of  Doctor  Howe,  played  in  your 
early  life,  and  I feel  rather  deeply  that  you  could 
give  me  some  insights  that  would  be  extisiieiy 
valuable  in  this  contemplated  work  in  which  I am 
greatly  Interested. 

I need  not  add  what  a profound  pleasure  it  would 
be  tdi  meet  you  personally,  and  1 assure  you  that 
I shall  be  most  happy  to  do  so,  if  you  find  it  at 
all  possible  to  grant  me  an  Interview. 

I have  already  published  a life  of  Anatole  France 
and  Patrick  Henry  and  have  practically  completed  a 
work  on  Philip  Freneau,  the  poet  of  the  American 
Revolution. 


Very  ’ " 


JACOB 


1636  LI.  Foote 
Colorado  Sprines,  Colo. 
Sept.  18,  1954 


Liss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridse 
Rt.  1 

KeEtport,  Conn. 

Dear  Z'lss  Keller: 

I^am  at  present  gatherins  material  for  an  article  on  the  Garden 
"t’he  Gods  in  Colorado  Sprxngs  and  it  occurred  to  me  t’^at  ■"'ou. 
may  have  visited  it.  If  you  have  I would  apnreclate  ver’r  much 
nnowxng  v.iiat  yoxir  impressions  wdre  of  it. 

I have  heard  and  read  much  about  you  all  my  life  and  have  often 
hoped  that  I night  have  the  opportunity  of  being  -orecent  at  one 
of  you^  personal^appearances.  Up  to  this  tine,  iWever,  I have 
not^had  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  I v/as  especially  Interested 
in  the  article  about  you  vdilch  appeared  in  the  August  issue  of 
the  Readers  Digest.  ^ Hie  picture  of  you  meetiiig  with  President 
Xilsenhower  v/as  very  inspiring  and  one  which  I will  never  forget, 

I v/ould  appreciate  more  than  I can  tell  you  any  reply  you  nay 
send  me.  A stamped  self-addressed  envelope  is  enclosed  for  ^^our 
convenience. 


Sincerely, 


NEW  MILFORD 


ELGIN  4-4672 


BRIDGEWATER 

CONNECTICUT 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURR.^Y  HILL  8-5300 


September  27,  1954 


Dear  Helen; 

I hope  you'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  Christian 
Herald  Book  Club,  which  is  called  "The  Family  Bookshelf" 
will  use  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  as  an  alternate 
selection  during  January.  They  guarantee  $1500., 
paying  15^  per  copy  royalty,  half  of  this  goes  to  you, 
the  author,  and  half  to  Doubleday. 

I hope  things  are  preceding  well  with  you  in  connection 
with  the  new  book. 

Love  to  you  and  Polly. 


Yours, 


Editor  in  Chief 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
RFD 

Westport,  Connecticut 
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September  27th, 

19  5 4 


1474,1851 


Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  W.  16th  St. 

New  York  li.  New  York 

Dear  Madam: 

In  my  forthcoming  book,  which  will  be  a compendium  of 
anecdotal  material  and  direct  quotations,  scheduled 
for  publication  in  the  Spring  of  1955  by  Prentice- 
Hll,  Inc.,  70  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  I should  like 
to  quote  therein  the  following  v^uotations  wnich  are' 
yours: 


"Your  success  6ind  happiness  lie  in  you. 
External  conditions  are  the  accidents  of 
life.  The  great  enduring  realities  are 
love  and  service.  Joy  is  the  holy  fire 
that  keeps  our  purpose  warm  and  our  in- 
telligence aglow. 

Resolve  to  keep  nappy,  and  your  joy  and  you 
shall  form  an  invincible  hosC  against  diffi- 
culty. " 

"Not  the  senses  I have  but  what  I do  with 
them  is  my  kingdom." 


Would  you  please  sign  and  return  the  enclosed  copy  of 
this  letter.  The  enclosed  stamped  addressed  envelope 
is  for  your  convenience. 

Your  consideration  of  this  request  at  your  earliest 
convenience  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 

Very  truly  yours. 


JMB:KN  Jacob  M.  Braude 
Enclosure 

I hereby  grant  the  permission  requested  in  this  letter. 
Please  give  credit  in  the  manner  Indicated  on  the  car- 
bon copy  of  this  letter. 


Date: 
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September  28,  1964 


Dear  Miia  Keiiert 


la  1902,  at  the  time  contract  wae  elgned  for  your  THE  STORT 


0?  MT  LIFI  book  duos  were  not  in  exletence.  Hence  our  contract  made  no 
reference  to  them.  Our  contract  now  carries  the  following  book  club  clause: 


“The  Author  hereby  grants  and  assigns  to  the  Publisher  the 
solo  and  exclusive  right  to  sell  a Book  Club  edition  of  the 
work  to  the  Literary  Guild  of  America,  The  Boofc-of-the-Month 
Club,  the  Book  League  of  America,  the  Doubleday  One  Dollar 
Book  Club  or  any  similar  organisation  which  operates  on  the 
basis  of  plate  rental  or  jmrchaso  of  Book  Club  rights.  On 
sales  of  said  rights  the  Publisher  shall  pay  to  the  Author 
Fifty  per  cent  (60^)  of  the  net  proceeds  of  such  sales." 

We  now  have  an  offer  for  the  book  club  rights  to  THB  STOBf  Of 


mi  nr.,  and  we  would  like  your  p»rmls8lon  to  go  ahead  with  that  sale  under  the 
terms  of  the  above  quoted  clause.  If  you  are  agreeable  to  letting  us  proceed, 
will  you  please  countersign  the  original  of  this  letter  and  return  it  to  us 
or  our  files.  We  will  then  go  ahead  with  the  arrangements. 


Cordially  yours 


g 


LeBaron  fi.  Barker,  Jr. 


Miss  Helen  Heller 
Arcan  Bldge 
Westport,  Cona. 


COUKTEHtlGS^: 


Helen  Keller 


WESTERN 

UNION 

W.  P.  MARSHALL.  President 
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MISS  POLLY  THOMSON-.  PATIENT= 

STMARYS  HOSPITAL  ROCHESTER  MINN= 

3LAD  you  AR:  making  good  progress  hurry  AMD  GET  BELL 
LOTS  OF  LOVE  TO  YOU  AND  HELEN= 

GLAD  AND  AMELIA=.. 


Class  of  Service 

This  is  a fuD'rate 
Telegram  or  Cables 
cram  unless  its  de- 
ferred character  Is  in- 
dicated by  a suitable 
tymbol  above  or  pre- 
ening the  address. 


SYMBOLS 
DL=Day  Letter 


NL=Night  Letter 


LT=Int‘lLc«erTclcgtam 
^LT=Im’t  Victory  Ltt.^ 
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Jim  Bishop 


aS7  GARRISON  AVENUE 


TEANECK,  NEW  JERSEY 


October  4,  1954 


Ivilss  Helen  Keller 
'..estnort,  Connecticut 

My  dear  I/iss  Keller: 

I am  under  contract  to  cf^ra-? -Hill  of  New  York  to  ”'r-' te  a 
took.  In  itself,  this  is  not  unus^ial  because  I write  'forranhies 
and  historical  books  for  a livino-.  Put  th?  s is  a verv  soeclal 
book,  a book  called  PAVOPI'’’P  PFA’^'^T?.  I cannot  be  classified, 
by  any  srretch  of  kindness,  as  a rellriotis  '■r:’ter,  but  a ■'rear  aro, 
while  dlscusslnr  current  relirlous  books  ■■■■’th  the  editor  of  NcGraw- 
Hill,  I said  that  I felt  that  many  millions  of  neonle,  of  manm 
faiths,  were  somewhat  mute  when  it  came  to  prayer;  that,  unle'^s 
they  r^iclted  a formal,  "’rltten  prayer,  them  were  unable  to  con - 
municate  with  God. 

He  arreed.  He  discussed  it  with  clerrrymen  and  some  rf  them 
acrsed.  The  editor  asked  what  I could  supmest  to  heir  these  neonie. 
I answered,  facsti'Usly:  "Give  them  more  formal  orayers."  Put,  on 
thinkir.p  about  it,  1 said  that  the  favorite  pra-'^ers,  if  canvassed, 
would  turn  out  to  be  a few  dozen  well-known  pravers. 

"Then,"  I said,  "How  about  asklna  these  oe' pie  to  make  ur  a 
orayer?  Devise  one?"  He  thouaht  that  "ould  be  excellent  and  that 
It  should  make  a fine  book,  a dignified  book,  for  man’'r  neonle  to 
keen  as  well  as  to  read.  Some  letters  went  out,  and  am.onr  those 
who  have  sent  their  favorite  orayers  are  Samuel  Cardinal  Strltch, 
Clare  F'oth  Luce,  David  Pen  Gurion,  Ramon  bqpsaysay,  heneral 
Napuib , Chlanp  Kai-Shek,  Admiral  Fadford , The  Dean  of  St.  Pauls, 

John  D.  Rockefeller  Jr.,  Adlai  Stevenson  and  many  others. 

I would  like  ver's'  much  to  have  a nraver  of  your  dev'sinr. 

It  can  be  short  or  lonr,  as  you  choose.  Of  one  tbinv  I am  certa’n; 
the  addition  of  vour  name  to  m?r  book  wilT  help  it,  and  I hone, 
heln  others. 


JB:mem 


THE  DPHTHALMDLDGICAL  FDUNDATIDIV,  INC. 


Dedicated  to  the  Conservation  of  Sight 


111  East  59th  Street 
New  York  22,  New  York 
ELdorado  5-2200 


October  4,  1954 


Board  of  Dihectobs 
CLARENCE  G.  MICHALIS 

Presidtnt 

P.  V.  G.  MITCHELL 
First  Vict-President 

MRS.  WILLIAM  W.  HOPPIN 
Second  Vice-President 

ENOS  CURTIN 

Secretary-Treasurer 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
¥/estport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen: 


CONRAD  BERENS.  M.D. 
Managing  Director 

BRITTAIN  F.  PAYNE.  M.D. 
Associate  Managing  Director 

LOUIS  J.  GIRARD,  M.D. 
Assistant  Managing  Director 


MASON  H.  BIGELOW 
EUGENE  M.  BLAKE,  M.D. 
GEORGE  T.  BOWDOIN 
HENRY  A.  COLGATE 
HAMILTON  HADDEN 
PERRY  E.  HALL 
PERCIVAL  S.  HOWE,  Ja. 
HELEN  KELLER 
NORMAN  McLEOD 
R.  TOWNLEY  PATON,  M.D. 
EDWARD  L.  SHEA 
RAYMOND  P.  SLOAN 
RICHARD  S.  STORRS 
HALSTED  B.  VANDER  POEL 
ERNEST  E.  WHEELER 


MARY  M.  MOLLICA 
Executive  Secretary 


I know  how  much  it  must  have  taken  out  of 
you  to  speak  at  the  dinner  of  the  International 
Congress  and  hated  to  ask  you.  You  know  you  always 
add  so  much  to  any  meeting  that  I hope  the  reception 
you  received  compensated  at  least  in  part  for  the 
effort  you  made.  I of  course,  was  most  happy  to  he 
anyv.'here  near  you  and  I was  particularly  proud  of 
you  and  Polly  that  night. 

I hope  the  trip  you  were  planning  will  be  most 
successful  and  that  the  things  that  may  seem  big  at 
the  present  moment  will  not  be  at  all  serious. 

V/e  must  try  to  have  a quiet  w'eekend  at  Oyster 
Bay  when  you  return  as  we  haven’t  caught  up  on  the 
many  things  you  are  doing. 


Research  Consultants 

(Trustees  of  the  Association 
for  Research  in  Ophthalmology) 

BRITTAIN  F.  PAYNE,  M.D. 
p.  ROBB  McDonald,  m.d. 
WILLIAM  F.  HUGHES,  M.D. 
WILLIAM  B.  CLARK,  M.D. 

T.  E,  SANDERS,  M.D. 
MICHAEL  J.  HOGAN,  M.D. 

Consulting  Ophthalmologists 

TRUMAN  L.  BOYES,  M.D. 
ARTHUR  GERARD  DeVOE,  M.D. 
EVERETT  L.  GOAR,  M.D. 
WENDELL  L.  HUGHES,  M.D. 
DANIEL  B.  KIRBY,  M.D. 
RAYMOND  E.  MEEK,  M.D. 
LAWRENCE  T.  POST.  M.D. 
BERNARD  SAMUELS,  M.D. 


STUART  L.  CRAIG,  M.D. 
Consulting  Otolaryngologist 

WILLIAM  REINER-DEUTSCH,  Ph.D. 
Consulting  Bacteriologist 

CHARLES  P.  TOLMAN 


I am  delighted  you  plan  to  take  things  easier 
soon  and  hope  you  can  do  it. 

Love,  hugs  and  kisses  to  you  both  in  which 
Frances  joins. 


Devotedly, 

/ 

Conrad  Berens,  M.  D. 


CB  :AM 


Consulting  Engineer 


CHIP  CHOP 
VINEVARD  HAVEN 
MASSACH  USETTS 

jlUo.  da-. 

CdJbJ  'ux^'Of/ici’  u}tcxi 
\Vl  "iP  LOO'S  ~ho  Cj^CU  Y^"\y\  W^Cip 

cPy^IT- 

S«vteL  I old/ 

CUl'CJ  fetcxi  lojP  , 

'ti^  y-  , / r \ 

Oo^  uo  . 

iy  cM  Jcil  Ljr  <J 

uMl  ■ Erydiofi’if  dXf 

C ^hd)L  ^ ^r^oom 'J:^m7. 

(XiL'6  z KouiU  0JyKjj.jJ  . 

((^0  '1  ^ ^ ^ ^ 

PU^  (A  <CW.o-  . *P 

^ ^ Txpr  a:^- 


Etui’s  ^ -«a^ 

^ ^ 'aw  ^(asr-(3J~ 

^I'd  [;'^  y u)^oa- 

“ w 

Ac'  ^ 

It  t'o.  cU^ 


-p 


J 


(^  (jM-aj?  u I 

c.  ' ' /)  ^ JWC-  - f^^<‘''^ 

OLA.\^cuil  ^ 


^ I 


'vK 


>d 


<^D 

V ^ 


Um  'fo  ^ ; 

c^c  a.’ 

OjJ^  (!\-.  (m.-^ 

,t-  t,«a_  ^ ^ 

,r. 


sU^v^-.  - 

6, w ^ ^ ' 

H c^\  1 1 cLnpi’  Oxu^  T—. 


A^OtUiuip  o'-^  ^ 

4-£  Ow 

1 1 Tyu^dx^w'^  V^JX-iw 


c^€jU(1?7  6/Ux^x2fe> 


MRS.  CDLE  B.  PRICE,  JR. 
SPRING  RUN  RGAD,  R.  D.  #5 
CARLISLE,  PENNSYLVANIA 


d^Uv'C*^  //•  /PsTV' 


7^  '^ZcIUa; 

hi/t  7^i4vt  k/%  iCu/%.  CL 

}Jii  fvxttvi 2^ ^ CCuZt  - ar^cl^  S'^y*%4.  a TcUJ 
luju^tA  . fa-U  <A-  Axoeayi^ 

Cu-tAt^  /lcclZ. 

fiL  Lj^ Crux  U<  d^y/C)  cU  Hu,  Mxtelc^  - 

iHux  urviJr.  2tx»  z/£*x  He.  7^/c  (o 

/ ' ^ ' J / -r 

‘)4c/Jie^Uu.ouZ,  ^ f 


rU  /^ce  S rtc^M  Ha  /Ux^  Y ^ 

hAiu^  9 i<nA>  A yruA^  <?7  W>j  Cua 

fUcX.  UJfuJd-  C Ha.  ^ ^t^aXA. , Ha 


^ t ^ ^ 

j Uaa  n^  ^ I 

a^H  ^ Cn^*^  ' 


(j^  ^ ^ ^zS.e^  ^ /'«^- 
^«x^  /u^-W- 

fur  a 1^  Ji./«y‘^  *"  , 

4 ^ Ty^  . =^'  ^ 

u SfU^<t  H"!  '^Y  ‘ Y 


Urt>JU 


^ ^i^J.  «uyVy  4^^  - 7 ^ 

CM><  A ^ ^ tu 

^ lL  u cLm-  ^ 

u^T^  t'  ‘^44 u-  - a^ 

"^t^rlr"  ~ "i  ~i£i^ 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR  , President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN.  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES.  JR,.  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  . WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Miss  Kell  iss  Tompson: 

Preceding  the  presentation  of  the  Migel  Medals  to 
Mrs . Hamman  and  Dr.  Best  on  Thursday,  October  21, 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  arranging 
a small  luncheon  to  honor  the  recipients.  This 
luncheon  will  be  held  at  1:00  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
October  21,  in  private  dining  room  211  of  the  Gros- 
venor  Hotel  at  Fifth  Avenue  and  10th  Street,  There 
will  be  about  twelve  guests  who  know  either  Mrs, 
Hamman  or  Dr.  Best,  such  as  C.  C.  Kleber,  Peter 
Salmon,  Maiy  Campbell,  Eric  Boulter,  Helga  Lende, 
Mrs.  Gladu  and  myself. 

We  appreciate  the  heavy  schedule  you  usually  have 
on  that  day  and  are  even  more  appreciative  of  the 
fact  that  it  may  be  more  complicated  this  year  in 
view  of  your  recent  trip  to  Rochester,  However,  we 
hope  you  can  be  with  us  at  this  luncheon  honoring 
Mrs.  Hamman  and  Dr.  Best. 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


*M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


October  11,  195U 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


loi 


sincerely. 


Md-ss  Helen  Keller  and 
Miss  Polly  Tompson 
Westport,  Connecticut 


R.S.V.P 


•Blind 


Plettse  see  reverse  side 


2112  Sixth  Avenue 
Fort  Worth  10,  Texas 
October  12,  195h 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  writing  a book  for  children  in  junior 
and  senior  high  schools.  It  will  be  published 
by  Charles  Scribner's  Sons. 

The  book  is  a collection  of  short  biographies 
of  people  who  have  lived  and  are  living  interesting 
and  worth-while  lives. 

I should  like  to  include  you  in  the  list. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Dorothy  Nell  Whaley 


865  Twenfy-eighfh  Street,  S.E. 

Grand  Rapids  8,  Michigan 


October  13,  195^ 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
c/°  Doiibledav  & Co. 

575  Madison  Avenue 
Hew  York  22,  Hew  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

The  Douhleday  Company  has  given  us  permission  to  reprint  an  ex- 
cerpt from  your  hook,  The  Story  of  My  Life . in  a literature  textbook 
which  we  are  preparing  for  our  Christian  day  schools.  In  our  letter 
to  them,  we  also  requested  permission  to  make  a few  minor  changes  in 
one  of  the  paragraphs,  in  order  to  adopt  it  for  the  constituency  whom 
we  serve.  Doubleday  wrote  us  that  any  deletions  we  made  must  be  in- 
dicated by  the  use  of  ellipses  dots.  Of  course,  you  can  imagine  that 
this  wouAd  be  confusing  to  the  children  as  they  read  the  excerpt  from 
your  book.  So  we  are  writing  directly  to  you  as  the  author  to  ask  if 
you  will  give  us  permission  to  make  these  few  minor  changes  without 
resorting  to  ellipses  dots.  The  adaptations  we  should  like  to  make, 
with  your  permission,  are  in  the  last  or  second  paragraph  on  page  20. 

If  it  is  agreeable  to  you,  we  should  like  to  revise  the  two  sentences 
of  this  paragraph  to  read  as  follov;s: 

"Thus  I came  up  out  of  darlniess,  and  a power  divine  touched  my 
spirit  and  gave  it  sight,  so  that  I beheld  many  wonders.  And 
I heard,  as  it  were,  a voice  which  said,  'Knowledge  is  love  and 
light  and  vision.'" 

Ifey  we  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  on  this  matter?  Thank  you 
kindly. 


Sincerely, 


GHjp 


Gertrude  Haan 
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575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW 


YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  18,  1954 


Dear  Polly: 

I'm  so  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  been  ill.  I hope 
that  you’re  feeling  better  now,  and  that  the  result 
of  Helen’s  check-up  was  good. 


Here  are  a few  more  reviews  of  THE  STORY  OF  m 
LIFE.  This  is  a great  testament  to  the  living  quality 
of  Helen’s  words,  that  fifty  years  later  a book  re-issued 
should  get  this  continuing  press . Of  course,  we  know 
it  richly  deserves  it,  but  we’re  prejudiced.  Isn  t it 
wonderful  the  world  knows  I 


Miss  Polly  Thompson 

Arcan  Ridge 

RFD 

Westport,  Connecticut 

KMcibne 

enclosure 
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November  SE  1954 


Dear  Sister  Helen  and  Polly; 


The  apples  arrived  in  good  condition  and  as 
usual  are  very  fine.  We  just  dont  get  them  down  here  with  the  fine 
taste  ofAhose  you  send.  I know  we  will  all  enjoy  the  apples  very 
much  and  appreciate  your  sending  them  to  us.  Little  Brooks  and 

aatara  no.  too  and  I too.  thay  .ould  want  to  add 
their  thanks  if  they  vmderstood  about  the  matter. 

Ravia  has  been  in  New  Orleans  for  a few  days  and 
ste  and  Katie  are  driving  back  today  with  th^aby^.  ^ 
to  get  them  to  either  fly  or  come  on  train  » its  a 5E0  J ^ 

bv  oar  and  any  kind  of  trouble  throws  you  into  the 
in  GorSn  is^to  meet  them  here  for  Thanksgiving  and  I ^ sure  he 
StirplLi  to  drive  back  by  their  farm  at  Chey»eville  La  and 
"irekend%Lre.  The  "farm  is  on  the  ^°ut«  and 

180  miles  this  side  of  Lew  Orleans  so  it  ^ °nd 
here  to  Cheyneville.  They  should  have  f!®^®arly  and 

had  a reasonable  days  drive  for  today  but 

said  they  left  Lew  Orleans  at  6 AM  and  ® ^ 

?f  nol^due  stops  or  trouble.  Of  course  thats  the 

Its  hard  to  insist  on  people  riding  a plane  but  I dont  thi^ 
there  is  as  much  danger  in  riding  a plan«e  from  New  Or  eans 
as  there  is  in  drivings  oar. 

I am  sure  Sister  Mildred  advised 

Tysons  death  last  Wednesday.  They  said  he  had  been  ^®  ^ 

Sf?or  about  a .aaJc  but  Bootor  dldnt  f Moraona 

«ent  to  sleop  aui  dldnt  "ate  up.  Of  that  I 

time  comes  I dont  know  of  a better  way  to  go.  .fister  askea  pna 

nofcome  to  the  funeral  but  to  wait  about  t^  ovL  ab?ut 

FeTter  settled  down.  Accordingly  I Iny  aListance 

December  1st  and  spend  a few  days  with  her  and  be  of  any  ^ si 
I oan.  I an  hoping  Warren  left  thlnga  in  Jett®  *apo  ^Jhan 
beleive  he  didT  I know  they  tod  been  to^worse  rather 

time  and  usually  those  sort  of  while  prices  were 

than  get  better.  I am  hoping  they  sold  something  j 

«ood  and  got  out  of  debt  but  just  dont  about  it.  Personal^ 

K a?Sayf  triad  to  taia  my  loaaas  wh«i  they  ° 

and  let  them  »orry  me  to  death.  Since  I do  ““J  *:  B abore 

circumstances  I would  rather  that  my  opinions  as  expressea  aoo 
not  be  mentioned*  Maybe  its  better  than  i thlnic* 


Ravia  sent  you  some  Texas  pecans  the  other  day 
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which  we  hope  will  arrive  In  good  shape  and  I have  asked  the 
man  down  In  the  Vallqr  to  send  you  dome  grapefruit  for  Thanks- 
giving and  will  have  some  more  sent  for  Christmas.  Sometimes  the 
fruit  is  Just  a little  tart  at  Thanksgiving  but  it  generally  gets 
very  good  later  on. 


PS.  Polly; 

"Roily  Poly  Ruble"  Daniels  ( Dr  Daniels  from  Dallas  ) 
told  Ravia  she  had  either  had  dinner  with  you  or  seen  you  some 
place  about  a month  ago  and  that  you  were  feeling  good  and  that  a 
fellow  would  have  to  notice  carefully  to  tell  anything  had  ever 
happened  to  you.  That  a mighty  fine  and  I hope  you  can  "keep  your 
chin  up"  and  ^ on  about  your  business.  From  personal  experience 
I know  a scar  looks  worse  to  the  fellow  who  has  it  than  to  anyone 
else.  The  plain  fact  is  its  a symbal  of  good  luck  rather  than 
a detriment. 


Best  love  to  you  both  and  we  hope  you  have  a fine 


Thanksgiving 


Your  affectionate  brother, 


PBK 
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Copy  of  Braille  Letter 


Zoltvany, 

U558  Earnscliffe  Ave., 
Montreal,  Canada. 

Nov.  19th,  195U 


Miss  Helen  Keller,  and  Miss  P.  Thomson, 

Arcan  Ridge  Westport 
Connecticut. 

Dear  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thcmison: 

I am  so  glad  for  this  business  matter  which  I must  discuss  with  you;  because  it 
gives  me  an  opportunity  to  contact  you  again. 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  going  to  publish  a small  educational 
bulletin  containing  photographs  of  sculpture  by  children  who  were  my  students  at 
the  Cal.  School  for  the  Blind  in  Berkeley.  I should  like  very  much  to  use  a 
quotation  from  you  at  the  end  of  this  booklet.  It  is  the  same  quote  which  I 
shall  later  use  in  a book  of  vfeich  you  kindly  read  the  first  chapter  last  year. 
The  quotation  is  from  "The  World  I Live  in".  It  consists  of  four  paragraphs, 
which  are  these: 


"In  all  my  expereinces  and  thought*,  I am  conscious  of  a hand.  Whatever  moves 
me,  whatever  thrills  me,  is  as  a hand  that  touches  me  in  the  dark^and  that  touch 
is  my  reality.  V 


might  as  well  say  that  a sight  which  makes  you  glad,  or  a blow  which  brings 
the  stinging  tears  to  your  eyes,  is  unreal,  as  to  say  that  those  impressions  are 
unreal  which  I have  accumulated  by  means  of  touch.  The  delicate  tremble  of  a 
butterfly's  wings  in  my  hand,  the  soft  petals  of  violets  curling  in  the  cool 
folds  of  their  leaves  or  lifting  sweetly  out  of  the  meadow-grass,  the  clear  firm 
outline  of  face  and  limb,  the  smooth  arch  of  a horse's  neck  and  the  velvet^ 
touch  of  his  nose— all  these  and  a thousand  resulting  combinations  which  take  c 
shape  in  my  mind,  constitute  my  world.  ^ 


^eas  make  the  world  we  live  in,  and  impressions  furnish  ideas.  My  world  is 
built  of  touch-sensations,  devoid  of  physical  color  and  sound*  but  without  color 
and  sound  it  breathes  and  throbs  with  lif e. ^ 

yJ^^ery  object  is  associated  in  my  mind  with  tactual  qualities  vdiich,  combined  in 
countless  ways,  give  me  a sense  of  power,  or  of  beauty,  or  of  incongruity^  ; 
with  my  hands  I can  feel  the  comic  as  well  as  the  beautiful  in  the  outward 
appearance  of  things.  Remember  that  you,  dependent  on  your  sight,  do  not 
realize  how  many  things  are  tangible.  All  palpable  things  are  movable  or 
rigid,  solid  or  liquid,  big  or  small,  warm  or  col^  and  these  qualities  are 
variously  modified.  The  coolness  of  a water-lilj^  rounding  into  bloom  is 
different  from  the  coolness  of  an  evening  wind  ifl  summer,  and  different  again 
from  the  coolness  of  the  rain  that  soaks  into  the  hearts  of  growing  things  and 
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gives  them  life  and  body.  The  velvet  of  the  rose  is  not  that  of  a ripe  peach  or 
a baby's  dimpled  cheek.  The  hardness  of  the  rock  is  to  the  hardness  of  wood 
what  a man's  deep  bass  is  to  woman's  voice  when  it  is  lovy^ 


/rtfliat  I call  beauty  I find  in  certain  combinations  of  all  these  qualities, 
and  is  largely  derived  from  the  flow  of  curved  and  straight  lines  idiich  is  over 
all  things." 


I know  this  quotation  by  heart.  It  is  one  of  the  loveliest  things  I have  ever 
read,  and  I cherish  it  the  way  I do  some  of  Shakespeare's  sonnets,  and  even 
some  of  ray  favorite  things  in  the  Holy  Bible. 


I hope  that  you  will  allow  us  to  use  this  quotation  in  the  little  educational 
bulletin,  for  I feel  sure  that  it  will  have  great  meaning  for  others,  as  it  has 
had  for  me. 


It  is  n^r  sincere  hope  that  you  both  are  enjoying  good  health.  I am  looking 
forward  to  one  day  touching  your  hand  again,  as  I did  at  the  opening  of  the 
sculpture  exhibit  at  the  Brooklyn  Museum  several  years  ago. 

With  warm  good  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Jeanne  Kewell. 
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Dear  Mrs.  Henneys 

Will  you  please  take  care  of  the  attached 
for  H.K.  Thanks. 
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HARCOURT,  BRACE  AND  COMPANY,  inc 

PUBLISHERS 

363  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  17,  N.Y. 


January  3,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Artcms  Keller 
Nella  Braddy  Henney 
’•■estport,  Connecticut 


Dear  Miss  Mailer: 


I era  enclosing  a check  for  M25.00  for 
peimission  to  use  "Three  Days  to  Seo"  from  The  Atl:ntic  Maathl:;  in  ESSAYS 
OLD  MT"'  MT',  Tnir.'’.  Edition,  by  Robert  U.  Janeson,  published  by  Hrreourt, 
Brace  end  Conpany  on  Jenuarj-  3,  1?55- 


I m sending,  under  separate  cover, one 
copy  of  the  book.  Thank  you  very  much  for  your  hind  cooperation  in  tills 
rno-ttcr* 


Yours  very  truly. 


Janes  Milaollcnd,  Jr. 
Associate  Editor 


IPhscb 


Enel. 


Los  Angeles  County  Public  Library 
322  S.  Broadway 
Los  i\ngeles  , California 
Janioary  6,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

American  Fotmdation  for  the  Blind 

New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  a librarian  on  the  Staff  of  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Public  Library.  The  library  does  not  have  a good  biography 
of  you  for  young  adialts  because  there  is  really  none  on  the  market, 
I wotCLd  like  very  much  to  write  one  if  you  \d.ll  give  me  permission. 

If  you  are  willing  for  me  to  \>rrite  this  biography 
I hope  you  will  give  me  yo\rr  blessing  anc3  perhaps  have  material  I 
could  use  or  know  where  I might  find  the  best  source  material. 

1 will  certainly  be  grateful  for  your  help  in  any 
capacity  and  will  like  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Liinice  (6c»dchild 
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CORPORATORS 

President  Emeritus 

Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 

President 

Dr.  Archibald  V.  Galbraith 
Vice-Presidents 

Walter  L.  Stevens 
John  Clarke  Dewey.  Jr. 

Mrs.  Russell  William  Magna 

Frank  H.  Reiter 

Frank  L.  Boyden 

H.  Latham  Breunig 

Jerome  A.  Watrous 

Benjamin  F.  Wright 

Richard  S.  Holden 

Ernest  M.  Whitcomb 

Mrs.  Lilian  Grosvenor  Coville 

Gordon  D.  Hoople 


u;hc  (Elarkp  i>dinol  far  0raf 

5snrtham}itnn.  iflassathusettB 


Principal 

George  T.  Pratt 
Treasurer 

Barry  O.  Gray 

Bursar  and  Assistant  Treasurer 
Edmund  P.  Sliz 


January  11,  1955 


Miss  Helen  A.  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  Route  1 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

You  undoubtedly  know  of  my  long  interest  in 
the  Clarke  School  for  the  Deaf,  first  as  a teacher 
before  my  marriage,  and  then  later  succeeding  my 
husband  as  a member  and  president  of  its  Board  of 
Corporators . 

Toward  the  end  of  our  years  in  Washington 
we  were  honored  by  a gift  to  the  school  of  several 
million  dollars  v;hich  was  known  as  The  Coolidge 
Fund.  This  endowment  was  composed  of  many  gifts 
from  people  all  over  the  country  who  had  become 
interested  in  the  school  during  a campaign  which 
was  led  by  Clarence  W.  Barron,  Earle  P.  Charlton, 
and  several  other  leaders  in  American  industry 
and  finance. 

Time  has  caught  up  with  us,  and  we  are 
planning  a long-range  public  relations  effort  to 
be  known  as  the  Centennial  Development  Program, 
which  will  look  forward  to  our  100th  Anniversary 
in  1967  > and  which  we  hope  will  result  in  'the 
eventual  addition  of  another  three  million  dollars 
to  the  endowment  of  the  school. 

In  order  to  generate  confidence  on  the 
part  of  the  general  public  we  hope  to  enlist  a 
National  Committee  of  sponsors  who  will  allow  us 
to  use  their  names  in  connection  with  the  Develop- 
ment Program.  No  active  \Tork  will  be  required, 
yior  is  there  any  obligation  to  contribute,  but 


we  would  like  to  be  able  to  show  that  some  of  the 
more  important  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
interested  in  the  school.  I therefore  hope  that 
you  will  do  me  the  favor  of  becoming  a member  of 
oiir  National  Committee.  You  will  be  interested 
to  know  that  my  old  friend  Clark  Griffith  and 
Herbert  Hoover,  Jr.,  whom  I knew  as  a young  man 
in  V/ashington  and  who  is  hard-of-hearing  himself, 
have  already  agreed  to  serve  on  this  comiaittee. 

I am  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
Meanwhile,  you  might  be  interested  in  the  enclosed 
brochure  which  explains  in  a little  more  detail 
the  objectives  and  ideas  for  which  Clarke  School 
stands . 


Sincerely, 


/ 1 


Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 


M rs.  Coo  liJqe  R ooJ  Fop  k M ortkampfon,  Massackusetts 
January  18,  1955 


Dear  wilss  Keller; 

Upon  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Incorporators  of  Clarke  School  and  for  myself 
I thank  you  for  the  letter  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Miss  Henney  in  v/hich  you  accept  our 
invitation  to  become  a member  of  the  Committee 
of  Sponsors  for  the  Centennial  Development 
Program. 

Bon  voyage,  dear  Miss  Keller.  My  best  wishes 
go  with  you  as  you  travel  in  far  places.  May 
you  continue  in  good  health  and  return  to  us 
safely. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 
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Brown  University 


Providence  12,  Rhode  Island 


Department  of  Political  Science 


January  31,  19^5 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  R.  1 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  i'liss  Keller: 

I am  writing  a biography  of  the  Rev.  William  A.  (Billy)  Sanday 
which  is  to  be  oublished  next  fall  by  the  Chicago  University  Press. 

In  ny  research  among  the  Sanday  papers  I have  found  a newsoaper  clip- 
ping dated  Boston,  Nov.  19,  1916  (the  name  of  the  paper  is  missing) 
in  which  you  are  quoted  in  an  interview  to  the  effect  that  you  thought 
Billy  Sijnday  was  a tool  of  Big  Business  and  a "monkey  wrench  in  the 
social  revolution. " You  are  also  quoted  as  saying  that  Sunday  was 
"helping  to  indict  capitalism  because  he  urges  temperance  in  all  lines." 

This  seems  to  me  to  have  been  a somewhat  garbled  version  of 
whatever  you  may  have  said  about  Sanday.  The  reporter  took  the  pains 
of  pointing  out  that  you  were  a friend  of  Emma  Goldman,  "a  Socialist." 

My  book,  orginally  a doctoral  dissertation  at  Ha  'vard  University, 
is  not  aimed  either  at  debunking  or  eulogizing  Billy  Sunday  but  at 
establishing  his  social  significance  in  the  milieu  of  his  times.  I 
have  been  particularly  concerned  to  discover  exactly  what  his  relation- 
ship to  "Big  Business"  was,  and  hence  I was  very  interested  to  read 
your  opinion  of  him  in  this  regard.  I would  like  to  quote  this  article 
in  ray  book,  but  only  if  it  truly  represents  your  opinion  at  that  time. 

Would  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  me  if  the  abO'e  quotations  are 
reasonably  accurate?  If  they  are  not,  I would  aopre- iate  hearing 
what  your  views  were,  and  are.  It  would  also  be  a great  help  to  me 
if  you  could  tell  me  what  views  Einma  Goldman  had,  for  though  I think 
I can  guess,  I would  like  some  confirmation.  I believe  she  did 
take  part  in  anti-Sunday  demonstrations  when  •Sunday  was  in  Paterson, 

New  Jersey,  in  191^. 

Many  thanks  for  your  help,  and  my  best  '/dshes  for  a pleasant 
journey  on  the  trip  which  I see  you  are  about  to  make  around  the  world. 


Sincerely  yours 


William  G.  McLoughlin,  Jr, 


Colliers 


64.0  Fifth  A-venije  • Ne-wYork  19,  Ne-w  York 

PLaza  9-1000 


February  3,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  17th  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

Collier's  Magazine  is  interested  very  much  in  the  possibil- 
ity of  carrying  a report  by  you  on  your  trip  around  the  world. 

What  we  have  in  mind  would  be  an  article  or  articles  to  be 
written  on  your  return  in  June.  In  them  you  would  give  your  im- 
pressions of  the  world,  its  people  and  its  leaders  as  you  found 
them  on  what  you  have  announced  will  be  your  final  trip.  We 
should  also  like  your  thoughts  of  the  future,  and,  perhaps,  com- 
parisons based  on  memories  and  impressions  gathered  on  preArious 
trips  as  your  powers  of  observation  were  developed. 

These  are  the  principle  thoughts  which  come  to  mind  at  this 
time.  We  realize,  of  course,  that  during  your  trip  you  may  en- 
counter other  subjects  which  may  offer  even  better  possibilities, 
I would  suggest  that  you  and  Miss  Thompson  keep  a diary  or  jour- 
nal in  which  you  would  record  your  day-to-day  observations  and 
thoughts.  On  your  return,  we  could  then  go  over  the  material 
and  find  Just  where  the  best  article  material  ndght  lie,  and  de- 
cide on  the  best  way  to  handle  it.  We  will  have  to  have  your 
report  on  an  exclusive  basis,  with  no  story  by  you  in  any  other 
magazine  until  after  ours  appear. 

Bill  Fisher,  of  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind, 
has  been  most  encouraging  in  his  conversations  with  me  regarding 
the  above.  He  seenis  to  feel  that  our  approach  is  an  excellent 
one  and  that  any  resulting  article  in  Collier's  would  make  im- 
portant and  interesting  reading  and  would  also  be  of  great  value 
to  the  Foimdation, 

I do  hope  you  agree  and  will  let  us  know  that  we  will  have 
first  look  at  your  material  on  your  return  with  a view  to  pub- 
lication, Our  very  best  wishes  for  a successful  trip. 


Sincerely, 


Howard  Cohn 
Associate  Editor 


IC:BK 


COLLIER'S 
61*0  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  19,  N.Y 


COPY 


\ 


February  3,  1955 


Dear  Kiss  Keller: 

Collier's  Magazine  is  interested  very  much  in  the  possibility  of 
carrying  a report  by  you  on  your  trip  around  the  world. 

What  we  have  in  mind  would  be  an  article  or  articles  to  be  written 
on  your  return  in  June.  In  them  you  would  give  your  impressions  of  the 
world,  its  people  and  its  leaders  as  you  found  them  on  ;diat  you  have 
announced  will  be  your  final  trip.  We  should  also  like  your  thoughts 
of  the  future,  and,  perhaps,  con5>arisons  based  on  memories  and  in^jres- 
sions  gathered  on  previous  trips  as  your  powers  of  observation  were  de- 
veloped. 

These  are  the  principle  thoughts  which  come  to  mind  at  this  time. 
We  realize,  of  course,  that  during  your  trip  you  may  encounter  other 
subjects  which  may  offer  even  better  possibilities,  I would  suggest 
that  you  and  Miss  Thompson  keep  a diary  or  journal  in  which  you  would 
record  your  day-to-day  observations  and  thoughts.  On  your  return,  we 
could  then  go  over  the  material  and  find  just  where  the  best  article 
material  might  lie,  and  decide  on  the  best  way to  handle  it.  We  will 
have  to  have  your  report  on  an  exclusive  basis,  with  no  story  by  you 
in  any  other  magazine  until  after  ours  appear. 

Bill  Fisher,  of  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  has 
been  most  encouraging  in  his  conversations  with  me  regarding  the  above. 
He  seems  to  feel  that  our  approach  is  an  excellent  one  and  that  any  re- 
sulting article  in  Collier's  would  make  important  and  interesting  read- 
ing and  would  also  be  of  great  value  to  the  Foundation. 

I do  hope  you  agree  and  will  let  us  know  that  we  will  have  first 
look  at  your  material  on  your  return  with  a view  to  publication.  Our 
very  best  wishes  for  a successful  trip. 


Sincerely, 


Howard  Cohn 
Associate  Editor 
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■nl-'.v:ri  Dearest  Bleien  and  -^olly. 
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.yf-n  • 'Klis  is  the  date  Kit's  play  wasr  to  have  opened, 

. if-  but  last  Saturday-in  case  ybu'vp  not.  heard  about  it  froni  your 
papers,  and  IflBi  sure  you;  hay en't-^Ty rente  Pov^er  came  dokn  v;ith 
I 4 infectious  hepititus  (The  sa^  thing  that  Chris  Plummer-the 
°g£Ood  husband -gotr  two  week^' befpre)  and^  ty  f ksi.how’ in  tiie  Leroy 
Hospital  and  the  opening  is  po'stMned  until  xthe  23rd  of  the 
month.  Isn't  it  too  mean,  but  Kit  is  as  philosophical  as  I would 
like  to  be  and  she  and  G-uthrie  just  say  that  it  qjust  be  for  the 
best  in  this  best  of  pbs'sible'  worlds.  Everyone  in  the  company 
meanwhile  has  be'-n  given  shots  against  coming  down  with  the 
same  and  those  whiO  dail;’’  meet  their  God  in  prayer  are  praying 
hard  that  the  play  will  not  be  delayed  beyond  the  23rd.  Kit  looks 
well  and  is  in  good  spirits  but  says  she  feels  as  if  the  bus 
had  stopped  and  no  wonder. 


V-Ee  viere  all  overjoyed  to  hear  from  Nella  that 
she'd  had  a cable  from  Scotland  that  you  had  arrived  well  and 
safe.  How  distressing  to  have  been  two  and  half  houps  late 
. o.  ir.  leaving,  but  you.  like  Kit  are  philosophers  and  I m sure 

" didn’t  let  the  delay  trouble  you  ~,at  all.  But.  with  my  perpetual 

J ' thought  for  the  inner  man,  all  I could  think  of  ^vhen  I heard 
it  was  how  hungry  and  thirsty  you  must  have  been.  Your  pictures 
boarding  the  plane  and  all  the  news->reports  of  the  departure 
were  fine  es  v/as  the  editorial  in  the  Times  on  the  5th,  with  the 
headline  'Courage'.  . 


Tomorrow  Shute  and  I are  meeting  Hella  for 
('  lunch  so  that  we  can  have  a good  long  talk  about  you  and  the 

Ir  film  and  the  Russian  situation  and  the  prive  of  eggs.  We  will 

n of  course  settle  everything!  Apart  from  the  news  of  the  world, 

of  which  you  know  all  and  I next  to  nothing,  and  apart  from  Kit's 
postponement j I can  give  you  no  further  tid-bits.  But  as  they 
accumulate  1*11  try  to  keep  you  posted.  I'm  sure  you'll  want 
i;  to  know  which  holdings  on  Madison  Av^-nue  are  coming  down  and 

I'  how  long  it  takes  for  the  next  to  go  up.  I notice  there's  a new 

twenty-story  building  on  57th  Street  today.  There  was  no  sign 
of  it  this  time  last/week. 


I had  a nice  note  from  Mrs.  Roosevelt  this 
morning  after  sending  her  the  snapshots  I took  at  the  Vineyard 
last  sum.mer.  She  had  asked  for  them  and  says  she  is  delighted 
with  them.  Eart  of  her  address  to  ^felen  has  been  very  v/ldely 

quoted  in  the  press,  including  'Time'  this  week 


As  you  don't,  often  see  'Time'  you  might  be  interested 
to  know  that  they  lead  off  th.ir  article  v;ith  'Helen  Keiier, 
vfhose  senses  have  steadily  quickened  ever  since  she  was  struck 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb  In  chtldhood'.  Fct  'Time'  which  is  gener- 
ally, so  insensitive,  I think  this- is  rather  good. 


Mj. 


I hope  the  snows  of  Scotland  have  abated,  and  that  apart 
from  enjoying  PollySs  family  and  friends,  y^  are  just  having 
a good,  rte.stful  sight-seeing,  ti^  of  it,  VikiSl'  plenty  of  oatmeal 
to  stick  to  your'  nibs  for  later,  and  some  v;arc7  ^CvCtch  wQhlsk^^ 
three  times  h day.  I will  write  to  "you  at  the  ■ 

..the  news  o.f  Kit's  opening  will  have  to  v/ait  until  you  are  in 
"t:  India.  My^GJod,  to  think  of  you^'all  the  way  around  there!  It 
-stand  so  thet  hair  on  end,  you- v/onderful  women God  bless  you 
both 'i.nd  so--Mjch  love, t oq  si  _ ,• 
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WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR, 

250  PARK  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


Februcry  21,  1955 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly; 

I must  write  to  you  in  the  midst  of  your  busy 
schedule  about  a matter  which,  as  you  will  see,  is  of  some 
importance  and,  therefore,  you  will  forgive  my  intruding 
at  this  time  to  ask  for  information  from  you. 

You  will  recall  that  several  of  your  friends  as- 
sociated with  the  two  Foundations  wished  to  make  some  pic  ns 
surrounding  Helen’s  75th  birthday.  ¥e  know  that  a public 
event,  like  a dinner  or  reception,  is  not  desired  by  Helen, 
and  as  a matter  of  fact,  all  of  us  are  quite  in  agreement 
that  there  should  be  no  such  event. 

However,  the  Executive  Committees  of  both  Foundations 
have  asked  me  to  clear  with  you  about  one  or  two  other 
points.  After  considerable  study  by  the  members  of  the 
Boards  of  recommendations  made  by  Mr.  Barnett  and  Mr. 
Boulter,  we  would  like  to  make  note  of  Helen’s  75th  birth- 
day through  dignified  press  releases.  There  are  also  in- 
dications that  many  of  the  contributors  with  whom  Helen 
has  corresponded  over  the  years  would  like  to  mark  this 
memorable  occasion  by  making  a special  effort  to  assist 
blind  people  all  over  the  world.  The  suggestion  is  that 
a special  Helen  Keller  seal  be  prepared  end  mailed  to  our 
existing  contributors  who  in  using  them  on  their  letters 
would  help  to  spread  the  great  story  of  Helen  Keller  even 
further.  At  the  same  time  they  would  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  contributing  to  a special  fund  which  will  be 
shared  equally  by  the  two  Foundations  and  used  i’or  research 
and  service  to  blind  children  at  home  and  abroad.  It  also 
has  been  suggested,  that  dignified  publicity  would  help  the 
distribution  of  Helen’s  film  story,  THE  UNCONQUEP.ED. 

Although  we  know  that  you  always  have  been  very  gener- 
ous in  your  support  of  such  things  at  the  Foundations,  the 
Executive  Committees  did  not  want  to  proceed  without  an 
indication  from  you  that  it  is  all  right.  There  is  some 
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need  for  hurry,  since  if  you  do  approve,  Mr.  Barnett  and 
Mr.  Boulter  must  be  authorized  to  make  certain  plans  with- 
in a matter  of  a few  days  if  everything  is  to  come  out  in 
a timely  fashion  . I vrould  deeply  appreciate  your  cabling 
me  whether  you  have  any  objection  to  this  general  idea. 

Please  be  satisfied  that  this  V7hole  project  would  be  handled 
in  good  taste  and  in  a way  that  would  please  you  and  ;;-our  count- 
less friends. 

All  of  us  here  have  been  thinking  of  you  constantly 
since  you  left.  ¥e  have  followed  your  travels  in  Scotland, 
England  and  India  with  the  greatest  interest.  We  were 
particularly  delighted  with  the  fine  picture  of  your  meet- 
ing with  Sir  Winston  which  appeared  in  Friday’s  New  York  Times. 
We  trust  that  you,  Polly,  enjoyed  the  happiest  of  birthdays 
and  that  for  both  of  you  your  continued  journey  wmll  be  com- 
fortable and  full  of  Interest. 

With  kindest  personal  regards. 


Misses  Helen  Keller  and  Pollv  Thomson, 
Government  House  (p.aj  Bhavan; 

Bombay,  India. 


er  and  Polly 
(p.aj  Bhavan; 


P.  S. 


My  cable  address  is  Relgeiz,  New'  York 
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Drawor  "P" 

Balboa  HeishtSjC.Z. 
14  Ai^ril  1955 


Uiss  Helen  Keller 
Aro.in  Eid^e 
Wectpcrt,  Connecticvi't 

Dear  Helen: 

As  cne  who  has  been  privileged  to  work  -/yith  you,  I 
salute  you  as  you  enter  upon  your  Diamond  Jubilee-as  you  mark 
the  T^th.  Golden  Jiile  Stone.  I know  hov/  inclined  you  are  to 
shrug  off  the  birthdays-to  iyiore  them  as  distractions  rather 
than  as  oooJisions  of  import,  but  this  one  you  c;innot  escape! 

Vihen  General  I'ouglas  I£acArthur  invited  you  to  Japan 
in  1948-and.  I was  instructed  to  assist  in  the  details  of  tLat 
portion  of  an  exhilo-rating,  yet  exhausting  tour,  I didn't 
fully  realize  vvhat  -Fas  in  store.  For  as  that  big  converted. 
Wellington  bamber  dro]ipod  down  out  of  a calm  Paoific  sky  at 
Iwakune , and  you  appeared  at  its  door,  smiling  and  happy  to  be 
again  in  Japan, -well, all  hearts  present  were  instantly  yours, 
then  and  forever. 

You  have  v/ritten  of  that  trip, its  objectives, trials 
and  accomplishments,  as  you  have  of'  others  made  before  and 
since  that  time, but  raay  I reminisce  a bit,  recalling  a few  of 
the  ”(iuiet  times"}  the  long  passage  over  the  momentarily  calm 
waters  of  the  Inland  Sea, the  day  of  rest  at  Iwajiraa  where  you 
detlioated  a stone  lantern,  lighted  that  night  with  eoores  of 
like  ones,  in  memory  of  ' teacher And  your  heavy-hearted 
return  to  Tokyo  on  Teacher's  anniversai-y,  -when, realizing  that 
your  trip  to  India  must  be  postponed,  as  you  sat  at  dinner  in 
the  old  Palestine, iuount  Fuji  appeared  bnrough  the  r£iin  clouds, 
briefly  but  splendidly  as  if  to  reassure  you,  ~ all  in  good 
time,  Helen,  ail  in  good  time! 

And  then  the  later  tour  through  Latin  America  that 
you  have  so  fully  i-eported  in  tho  "Gutiook".  Buo  do  you  re- 
member the  train  ti'ip  from  Concepcion  to  Chilian  oy  which  we 
attempted  to  dodge  the  fate  Old  ilan  T/oather  had  in  store  for 
us,  in  the  form  of  devastating  floods  which  plagued  central 
Chile  that  year’  (1953),  4>Jid  when  we  seemed  to  be  stranded  in 
Chillaii,  y'.'U,  the  least  disturbed  of  the  group,  chuck  led  as  you 
told  Arturo  iJdwards,  Polly  and  me,  "As  Confucius  said,  'when 
travel  is  interrupted,  relax  :ind  enjoy  th>-  cppcrniinity  for  a 
rest!'"  And  do  you  recall  the  raedloy  of  smells, the  o'd  dusty 
car,  the  strings  of  freshly  oooked  crabs, the  odors  of  the  '/rot 
woolen  clothing  of  the  oovrtioy  passengers, tho  smokj'  coal  stove, 
and  the  box  iunohes  of  the  rural  travelers.) 


Will  you  ever  forget  the  awesome  hour  that  we  spent 
clambering  about  the  rugged  remnants  of  Teotihuaoan,  the  City 
of  the  Oodsj  where  the  Azteos  had  overlaid  the  earlier  build- 
ing of  the  Toltecs  with  their  own  grim  stone  facades?  Polly 
left  us  to  wander  about  the  platform  of  the  altar  of  sacri- 
fice,where  thousands  of  hearts  had  been  immolated  in  a bloody 
holocaust  bofore  the  Gods  of  Fury.  How  your  hand  trembled-was 
it  the  altitude  which  wearied  you,  or  rather  was  it  a welling 
of  oompassion  at  the  awful  vision  conjured  up  by  the  phantoms 
of  antiquity,  and  exorcised  only  by  your  own  good  an.gel'  s 
reassurance  that  the  new  Nation  has  a oonoam  for  all  of  its 
peoples? 


At  this  Diamond  - studded  milestone  your  heai-t  is 
lifted  up,  I know  as  you  look  back,  down  tha  vista  of  the 
Golden  Years  and  sea  all  that  has  bean  accomplished,  and  the 
new  programs  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped  persona,  new 
schools  and  presses,  extended  soirvioes  and  more  technically 
equipped  workers,  each  reflecting  something  of  your  warm  per- 
sonal leadership,  understanding  - and  great  love. 

Those  few  days  and  evenings  that  the  program  refer- 
red to  as  " East  Periods  " - under  the  mistaken  idea  that  you 
oould  or  would  rest  - while  always  too  brief  to  permit  full 
recording  of  events  immediately  past, or  to  allow  for  thou^t- 
ful  preparation  against  the  next  piece  of  work,  nevertheless, 
wore  precious  to  us  who  were  trying  to  help.  But  I can't  say 
we  ever  did  much  more  than  mix  the  doug^,  you  always  had  your 
o’ra  ideas  about  the  shape  it  was  to  take!  And  shape  it  you 
did,  and  bake  it  too,  and  the  slices  when  served  fresh  from 
the  oven  proved  not  only  palatable,  but  highly  nutritious-and 
chocked  full  of  vitamins! 

And  so  as  you  enter  upon  this  "Rest  Period"  your 
friends  si^^,  not  fsarful  of  the  tasks  you  assign,  but  rather 
for  the  drain  on  your  energies,  emd  we  aay  to  one  another, 
"roll  up  your  sleeves,  get  out  the  ingredients  for  a new 
batoh,  And  place  the  tools  at  hand,  (the  typewriter,  piles  of 
paper,  references,  notebooks)  for  Helen  is  cooking  again,  and 
vd-th  all  burners  turned  up  top  heat!" 

Leader  in  a thousand  battles,  saludos!-and  strength 
for  the  thousand  that  lie  yet  ahead. 

Most  cordially  youre, 


Nelson  B.  Neff 


HOUGHTON  MIFFLIN  COMPANY 
2 PARK  STREET  BOSTON  7 


April  28,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
A.rcsn  Mdge,  Route  1 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Deer  Mies  Keller: 


RECEIVED 

aw  2 19E5 

E.  M.  S. 


■-•he  impressive  newspaper  reports  on 
highlights  of  your  recent  trip  to  Europe 
end  the  East  suggest  this  letter  to  you. 

Do  you  contemplate  doing  e book  about  this 
journey  and  the  contacts  you  have  made  with 
leaders  of  peoples'^  If  by  any  chance  such 
a project  is  not  committed  to  another  pub- 
lisher we  should  be  greatly  interested  to 
know  of  it. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Darcy  Coyle 


aph 


c 

0 P 

I 

EEPARIMENT  OP  STATE 
Va^tinstonf  D.C  • 

In  r*ply  refer  to  — ^ 

JES 

August  1,  1955 


Dear  HLss  Kellen 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  ihillea  about  your  recent  omrseae  tour  has 
been  rofemcl  to  me  for  acknoNledge:iieat  on  behalf  of  the  Departmont. 

Thank  ynu  Tery  ruoh  for  your  kind  remarks  about  our  asslstanoe 
In  the  arrangements  of  the  Journey.  The  Foreign  Servioe  posts  have 
been  aeudln3  In  1*0 porta  about  the  great  Inspiring  influence  of  your 
visits  upon  the  peoples  of  the  various  Asian  countries  uhore  you  stopped. 

I am  particularly  pleased  to  havo  this  opportunity  to  say  that 
your  tours  abroad  for  the  benefit  of  tho  blind  and  deaf  oi’e  a laatter 
of  pride  and  atinlratlon  to  all  of  us  and  tJ»t  we  feel  they  exanplifyi 
in  the  finest  kind  of  way,  our  ooimtr/’s  daslre  for  world  underst-an'^is 
and  bettement*  The  Department  and  its  fflis8loiu«i  are  alw^s  hap^  to 
be  of  all  possible  servioe  to  you  and  rtiss  Thomson. 

Ginoaraly  yours. 


(Signed)  Russell  L.  Riley 

Director 

International  Edueatioral  acehange  Servioe 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Aroan  Ridge 

Westport,  Conn. 


vineyard  Haven 
Massachusetts 


August  1$,  1955 


Dearest  i^elen  and  Folly, 

Enclosed  you  will  find  copies  of  letters 
from  the  United  States  Information  Service  to  me  regarding 
the  showings  of  the  film  in  various  countries  and  cities 
throughout  the  world,  and  the  requests  of  those  countries  for 
further  showings.  Also  my  anser  to  the  USIS,  which  as  you  will 
see  is  not  a definitive  letter,  but  simply  an  interim  answer 
pending  Helen's  final  Judgment.  You  will  also  note  Jthat  I have 
sent  the  same  material  to  i>iella  for  study;  I hate  to  put  you 
to  any  further  labor  in  any  direction,  but  Kit  and  Adiia  and 
David  and  Craig  Barton  (for  Bethsabee  deRothschlld)  and  I all 
feel  that  we  cannot  decide  this  matter  without  Helen's  thought- 
ful opinion;  We  all  recognize  the  value  to  humanity  of  the 
picture  being  seen  by  as  many  people  as  possible,  but  as  that 
is  likely  to  happen  in  any  event,  we  all  feel  that  some  revenue 
should  be  acci’ulng  to  the  central  Special  ^^elen  Keller  Fftnd  for 
the  Deaf-Blind  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  beneflttlmg  the 
local  deaf  and  blind  of  whatever  countries  the  film  shows  in. 

It  is  wanton  waste  of  your  strength  to  have  to  go  through  all 
of  this  as  well  as  do  your  other  work  in  the  world,  but  how  to 
ftlmction  TTlthoui,  you  la  thlo  matter  Is  an  li-rpondeiable  question* 
It  iB  also  an  Imponderable  question  how  we  can  make  the  United 
States  Information  Agency  collectors  of  revenue  for  us,  but 
stranger  things  have  happened,  or  perhaps  they  will  find  a way 
to  redivert  this  problem  into  our  Ipps. 

As  I told  Folly  last  night-or  was  it  the  night 
before-I  stand  aghast  but  grateful  for  the  latter  from  Helen. 
With  all  else  you  have  to  do,  dear  girl,  that  was  something 
that  could  have  waited  upon  meeting,  but  it's  a letter  I will 
treasure. 


Kit  still  feels  the  effects  of  that  misreballe 
broncho 8 CO py-thlnk  of  Itia  steel  tube  a foot  and  a half  long 
and  a half  an  inch  around  being  plunged  down  her  wind-pipe  with 
suction  tubes  and  electric  lights  following.  Not  to  mention  the 
proppect  of  a major  operation  called  a bronehae-ectesy.  But  the 
doctor  says  her  cough  will  worsen  not  bettem  until  this  is  done 
and  as/  her  life  is  acting,  the  sooner  done  the  bettem.  It's 
not  a nice  operation,  but  it  looks  as  if  it  would  have  to  take 
place,  and  that  in  the  near  future.  I will  keep  you  posted. 

This  has  not  seemed  like  a suminer  at  all,  Jlore 
like  something  launched  along  with  those  new  satellites  wejre 
going  to  spin  around  the  earth.  Poor  old  earth.  Perhaps  3/ 
time  she  got  the  New  Look,  My  love  to  you  both,  and  though// 

I hate  to  put  you  to  it.  I will  certainly  be  looking oforward 
eagerly  to  your  answer  to  all  these  questions. 


Ever  devotedly. 


EXCaRPT  OF  LETTER  PROM 
ANTIONI  GOAROO,  ACTING  CIIIEP 
MOTION  PICTURE  DIVISION 

UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  ACENCI 

Washington 


OITICIAL-INPORHAL 


JUL  26  1955 


Dear  Miss  Haailtoni 

This  refers  to  yonr  letter  of  July  12,  1955  to  Beokraan, 
oonoemlng  the  fUa  Helen  Kallar  in  Her  Story. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  Manila  made  wide  use  of  the 
filia  throu^  television  ahovdngs,  tbs  Social  Welfare  Adminlstratioh, 
the  Sohool  for  Deaf  and  Blind,  women's  organisations  and  other 
apeoialised  groups.  Tokyo  also  has  reported  that  the  film  reeeived 
a tremendous  response  in  Japan.  The  NTV,  national  t^evlaion  outlet, 
after  screening  the  film  nationwide,  offered  a donation  of  20,000  yen 
to  any  institution  for  blind  designated  by  the  U.  S.  Information 
Service  in  Tbkyo.  The  post  also  reports  numerous  requests  for  the 
film  it  cannot  service  under  the  agreement  we  had  with  you  on 

the  rights  limitation. 

From  Brussels  comes  word  that  the  film  was  sponsored  by  the 
Liguo  Dro^ile-  leading  organisation  for  the  protection  of  the  blind 
in  i'olglum,  at  three  gala  showings  in  Charleroi  (on  June  28),  in  , 
Brussels  (on  June  30),  and  In  Idege  (on  June  30).  Mr.  Gerald  Borre, 
President  of  the  Li  gun  Brain*,  who  met  Miss  Keller  in  Paris  in  1952, 
introduced  the  showings.  The  film  also  was  shown  by  the  Flaoiah 
television  station  of  the  Belgian  National  Radio  on  June  28.  Trans- 
lations of  the  script  in  French  and  Flemish  ware  supplied  by  USIS  to 
the  Ligue  Braille  vid  the  televiaion  station, 

VJe  have  reeeived  no  details  from  other  posts  os  yet,  b^ond  those 
transmitted  to  you  in  the  report  enclosed  with  ay  letter  of  June  15, 
1955. 


Miss  Nancy  Hamilton, 
Vineyard  Haven, 

!4as8aohusett8. 


UNITSD  STATES  INFOPMATION  AGENCY 


’.f'euiMngton 


Auguat  10,  1955 


Dear  HLsa  Hamilton  i 

Since  ogr  laat  letter  to  you  ve  ha-ve  received  two  detailed 
reporta  on  use  of  the  film  Helen  Keller  in  Her  Storv.  one  from  Sudden 
and  the  other  flrom  The  Neldierlanda.  Enclosed  you  will  find  auimaatlons 
of  these  reports  fbr  your  files.  Both  eonounlcatlons  from  the  U.  S. 
Information  Service  requested  information  on  uhere  prints  could  be 
purchased,  vdiich  has  bMn  transmitted  to  them  for  the  assistance  of 
prospective  purchasers. 

Stockholm  also  reports  requests  to  borrow  the  film  between 
September  and  December  from  a number  of  Swedish  organisations,  includ- 
ing the  Swedish  Scout  Association  which  will  be  holding  a December 
meeting  of  some  1,500  leaders  within  the  association.  Several 
campaigns  fbr  the  benefit  of  deaf  and  blind  children  are  planned  in 
Swedm  in  the  fall , and  the  altruistic  groups  sponsoring  them  would 
like  to  use  the  film  in  this  connection.  It  is  doubtful  if  they  have 
funds  to  purchase  prints  and  the  availabilitor  of  the  prints  sent  to 
Sweden  \ij  the  Agency  would  contribute  a great  deal  to  these  efforts  to 
assist  the  deaf  and  blind. 

IXie  to  the  time  limitations  on  availability,  USIS  was  unable  to 
screen  the  film  to  its  best  advantage  in  Germapy.  Only  one  stowing 
was  held  - at  the  Amerika  Haus  in  Bremen  - but  It  was  seen  there  by  e 
select  audience  including  press,  leaders  from  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb 
schools,  public  health  officer,  German  Red  Cross,  German-Amsarlcan 
Uomwi's  Club,  social  studies  teachers  and  social  ease  workers.  The 
consensus  was  "that  in  Germany,  handicapped  persons  are  rarely  presented 
to  an  audience  eis  is  done  in  this  film  where  td.ss  Keller  is  made  a 
star."  The  Oerman  members  of  the  audience  at  first  were  a little 
shocked.  USIS  x*eports,  but  admitted  that  they  were  moved  veiy  much 

by  the  strong 


Miss  Nanqy  Hamilton, 
Vineyard  Haven, 

Massachusetts. 
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fagr  the  strong  will  shown  bgr  I41ss  Kellai*.  Reoomntendatlons  were  made 
tor  vide  future  use  of  the  film,  if  It  were  made  aTBilable  and  oould 
be  init  into  the  German  language. 

Us  have  received  in  addition  the  following  requests  from  our 
overseas  offices i 

groa  Sydney.  Australia 

Ihe  managing  director  of  Hoyts  Theatres  Limited  wrote  to  USIS 
on  June  30  as  follows  i 

'Hoarding  the  Helen  Keller  film  which  we  screened  last 
Tuesday,  as  we  are  endeavouring  to  w>rk  out  a plan  to  help  the 
Hoyal  Blind  Society  of  N.S.V.  financially,  it  is  first  of  all 
essential  for  us  to  know  whether  the  film  would  be  available 
for  exhibition  generally  in  Cinemas  in  this  country, 

"?4ay  wo  suggest  that  enquiries  be  nujde  from  whoever 
controls  the  film  in  this  territory  as  to  idiat  their  attltiide 
would  be.  In  the  event  of  thm  being  agreeable  to  soma  such 
plan,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  their  very 
8j>eciflc  and  definite  authority  in  writing," 

The  Consul  General,  who  was  handling  negotiations  with  the  film 
oompany  for  a theatrical  release,  advises  that  the  plan  is  to  couple 
the  Keller  film  with  one  of  Hoyts'  regular  commercial  films  and  to 
show  it  widely  on  the  company's  theatrical  oircviit  with  a percentage 
of  the  profits  going  to  the  Royal  Blind  Society,  TMs  wovild  require 
specific  au-Oiorlzation  from  you  to  the  company  to  make  such  a distri- 
twtion,  using  the  print  now  in  the  hands  of  USIS  in  Sydney. 

from  Pretoria,  nnlon  of  South  Aftrlca 

The  post  la  awaiting  a full  report  on  showings  and  audiences  from 
the  secretaries  of  the  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  and 
the  South  AArloan  National  Council  fbr  the  Deaf,  idiioh  arranged  both 
theatrical  and  non-theatrical  distribution  of  the  Keller  film.  You 
will  be  Informed  when  the  reports  are  received  here. 

In  the  meantime,  each  National  Council  has  requested  a l6nEa  print 
and  the  South  r'vfrioan  Department  of  Education,  Arts  and  Science  also 
would  like  a print,  Tlrese  prints  would  be  used  in  the  educational  and 
informational  work  of  the  three  organisations.  ould  you  be  agreeable 
to  USIS  making  the  three  16  mm  prints  sent  to  them  available  to  these 
organisations  on  indefinite  loan? 
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From  Paris.  f^o« 

The  Aaarlean  Foundation  for  Ovarseas  Blind  In  Paris  has  requastad 
that  tha  time  limit  on  use  of  the  print  now  held  by  USIS  be  extandad 
until  October  1$,  since  tha  local  vacation  aaaaon  which  mitigated 
against  the  film's  use  In  June  will  be  over  and  the  Jbimdatlon  la  of  'Uie 
opinion  that  a stiitabla  exhibition  can  be  achiaved  during  Septesiber  and 
October. 

In  connection  with  tha  preceding  requests,  I would  like  to  remind 
you  of  tha  two  requests  for  tine  extension  previously  transmitted  to 
you  by  telej^ne  ^ Beckman,  and  which  you  suggested  be  discussed 
again  In  late  sumrier.  One  was  from  India,  where  the  time  limitation 
made  It  Impossible  to  get  censorship  clearance  and  make  suitable  release 
arrangements,  and  where  USIS  requested  a repeat  of  the  offer  of  the  film 
for  fall  with  maximum  usage  assured.  ![he  other  was  from  Greece,  >diere 
auBmer  use  was  not  practical  but  vdiere  periBlssion  to  use  the  film  in 
October  would  result  in  a gala  prendsre  showing,  followed  by  a week's 
oommeereial  theater  run  with  the  proceeds  going  to  the  Greek  lighthouse. 

How  should  we  answer  these  requests?  Us  have  sent  interim  replies 
to  the  various  USIS  offices,  pending  a decision  from  you  and  the 
co-owners  of  the  film.  Some  definite  wply  must  be  given  at  an  early 
date,  slnoe  the  organisations  which  would  like  to  hold  benefits  need 
time  to  make  arrangements  and  properly  publiclxe  the  showings. 

Slncsfrely  yours. 


Anthony  Guaroo 
Acting  Chief 
Motion  Pictiare  Senrice 


Enelcsuret 

SuDBaatlons  of  repoi*ts  (2) 


nTLM2ATI0-i  C?  liiiiLi;/  jCO^LER  FHH 

(Additional  Data) 


S'£D3i 

In  oonneotlon  with  Helen  Keller's  birthday  on  June  27,  a epeolal 
"Helen  Keller  Week"  featuring  the  film  on  her  life  was  arrainged  by  USIS 
Stoekbolffl.  The  response  to  the  film  was  enthusiestio  and  an  estiiaated 
10,650  people  saw  it  during  the  week. 

ftjwerer,  the  one-week  >ieriod  allowed  by  the  producer  fell  during 
vacation  time  in  Sweden,  au>d  no  benefit  showings  were  possible  at  that 
tlae.  The  Vadish  television  station  which  had  closed  fbr  vacation 
opened  the  station  for  this  occasion  and  arranged  a special  Helen  Keller 
TV  broadcast.  This  was  preceded  by  publicity  in  the  Stockholm  newspapers. 

The  station  astlmi-ted  that  about  10,000  popscna  saw  the  broadcast. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  film  USI3  ccntaeted  the  ^edish  Ministry  of 
Education  in  order  to  achieve  the  best  and  most  suitable  distribution. 

This  resulted  in  three  showings  sponsored  by  the  Swedish  Deaf  and  Blind 
Associations  for  certain  invited  groups. 

A lengthy  newspaper  feature  on  Helen  Keller  and  the  film  also  was 
included  in  the  U31S  feature  bulletin  in  the  middle  of  June. 

A special  USIS  showing  was  arranged  together  with  the  Swedish  Deaf 
Association  at  the  USIS  auditorium.  The  auditorium  was  crowded  and  special 
invitations  were  also  sent  to  the  officials  of  the  Swedish  Red  Cross,  the 
Swedish  Association  of  the  Blind,  the  Swedish  .‘ssooiation  of  the  Deaf 
Research  and  leaders  of  the  Swedish  Scout  Association. 

Two  showings  were  arranged  for  the  general  public  by  USIS  and  it  was 
not  possible  to  fill  the  demand  for  seats.  There  was  hearty  applause  after 
the  showings  and  the  spectators  thanked  USIS  for  the  programs. 

Another  showing  was  arranged  for  the  personnel  of  the  Snbassy  and 
their  faadlies  and  friends. 

USIS  The  Netherlands  made  intensive  use  of  the  two  l6on  prints  of  subjeot 
film  which  were  made  available  to  us  for  one  weak  and  i\ave  been  returned  to  the 
Agency  via  surface  pouch.  Programming  was  as  follows  1 

Jtina  26  — Luxor  Theater,  Rotterdam.  TMs  was  arranged  by  the  director  of 
the  Rotterdam  Deaf  and  Dumb  Inatltute,  as  ware  two  showings  nightly  in  the 
institute's  auditorium  Juno  27-29,  inclusive,  end  July  1-2.  Receipts  from 
ticket  sales  went  into  a benefit  fund  for  deef-and-<lumb  persons. 


June  27 
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June  27  »-  USIS  auditorim,  Tho  Hague,  The  Cultural  Affairs  Officer  ^ 
brief  Introduotory  tfilk  to  an  audience  of  preas  representatives,  national  end 
rainleipal  govamnent  officials.  Information  officers  from  other  diplomatic 
missions,  hospital  officials,  and  others, 

June  28  Netherlands  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Anisterdam,  before  an  audi- 
ence of  institutional  personnel  and  rehabilitation  uorkera, 

June  29  — USIS  audltorlxun,  Amsterdam,  before  press,  radio  ajsd  television 
representatives,  piijrslclans,  mescal  school  faculty  members,  and  others.  The 
R^^lonal  Public  Affairs  Officer  made  a brief  introductory  talk. 

Juye  30  ~ De  Uitkljk  Theater,  The  Hague.  This  shoving  was  arrayed  by  ^e 
Hague  Sj^ent  Film  Organization  for  their  members  and  nurses. 

July  1 — USIS  auditorium,  The  Hague,  for  social  vorkers  and  parsonnal  of 
"Ephata,"  an  institute  for  deaf-and-dxiab  persona  In  suburban  Voorburg. 

It  is  6sti;iiated  that  audianoea  at  theae  16  showings  aggregated  1,350. 

Netherlands  showings  of  subject  film  got  wide  publicity  the  national, 
provincial  and  local  press  In  connection  with  iiias  Keller's  75th  birthday. 

USIS  or  the  Snbassy  was  mentioned  In  iiost  accovints,  and  press  comment  was 
uniformly  favorable.  Exowpts  from  The  Hogue  dallies  follovt 

WEUkE  HAACXHE  Ca’RAK'  - "The  75th  birthday  of  Helen  KcUer  was  cele- 
brated in  The  Hague  last  night  in  a very  special  manner.  The  USIS 
shoved  to  a large  number  of  guests  a film  on  the  life  of  Helen  Keller 
has  done  and  Is  still  doing  such  an  enonaous  amount  of  good  In 
behalf  of  the  deaf-and-dumb  child  ...  In  all  its  sobriety  this  film 
makes  a deep  Impression  . . . 

HAACSCH:^  COORANT  -■  "The  career  of  the  oouraigeous  Helen  Keller,  who 
celebrated  her  75th  birthday  yesterday,  is  the  subject  of  an  La- 
pressive  film  "itelan  Keller  in  Her  Story"  lAloh  is  now  being  shown 
in  various  places  In  The  Net<erlands  under  -Uie  auspices  of  the  United 
States  Information  Service.  This  one-hour  film  is  a touching  docmaant 
of  the  manner  in  \diich  this  woman,  with  the  aid  of  her  teacher,  suo- 
ceeded  In  developing  her  remaining  facilities  In  an  unprseadente^l 
manner  and  even  gradviated  aa  a Muter  of  Arts  . . . This  film  is  also 
of  hlstozdoal  Importance. 

HET  VAD£RLAHD  - "The  film  presents  a touching  picture  of  the  life  of 
this  remarkable  woman  \dio,  with  the  help  of  two  friends,  managed  to 
break  thro'ugh  the  darkness  and  silence  surrounding  her.  Ihe  fHin 
starts  off  with  a series  of  family  photos  related  to  her  early  youth 
and  adolescence.  In  all  sobemesa  they  tell  the  story  of  the  enormous 
struggle  she  had  to  wage  as  a young  girl  to  acquire  knowledge  and  to 


prepare 
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prepar*  harsalf  for  h«r  salf-imposad  task  of  helping  the  blind  and  the 
daaf-and-dmb  aTaryvhara  in  the  world." 

In  addition  to  the  film  showings,  USIS  distributed  a press  release  and 
photos,  posted  a photo  display  outside  the  hiformatlon  Center  at  The  Hague, 
and  oompilsd  a selsoted  reading  list  for  llbraxy  books  about  .'ilss  Keller's 
career. 


VixMjrard 

Miuie* 


Au«u»t  I9t  1955 


AnthoQjr  Ot»roe 
Aotinc  Chief 
Notion  rlcUu^> 

itatea  information  A^onoy 
^oehin^notty  o«C« 

Door  Mr»  Quorooi 


m *aolon  ^'  lior  to  Hor  story* 

This  «111  4t0kz»ul9ieo  rooeipt  of  your  let' oro  of  ^uly  26 
«od  AUfsiot  lOt  lOStf  oj^th  t^ieir  orvl  eumtiryln^  r<»i)ort«  of  the 

•hoelnce  of  tha  <>^en  ioXlor  fXln  hy  the  USIC-  In  eniliu  rf&pan*  fiolclUR, 
cvedeiif  <le  nany,  Ttv»  •<eth«rX-rbli»  Attetrolla  and  south  Al'rloa«  i4y  all 
ao'^eunte  It  le  ohrloue  that  your  tXeVk  wortwm  heee  done  an  arcelimit 
Ma  of  proeontAtloB  in  thoao  «ountrl<Mi  and  eo  are  all  -rery  hajjpy  ahout 


AS  to  the  re<fieeta  for  further  free  ahovlnsa  of  the  fila 
in  the  ahoToxnoaod  and  other  eoTnitrlea^  I oan^^t  (;ive  you  a definite 
onever  before  coneultine  >u»ii  ^llert  vhtM  1 am  harins  your 
reports  arailled*  iloworer  X hare  already  omtaultod  with  toe  Inroetora 
in  the  fila,  namely  iJr  and  hpb*.  /^rld  liiay*  ;^e»  Katharine  oomelX  aoA 
Hr*.  Pothaalsoe  do  fothechllvl.  a»S  the  conecnaoa  of  their  oplnlona  is 
toft  altheufh  we  are  all  onxioua  that  the  fila  not  only  be  but 

be  or  0^  tofi*  tmraionn  irniii  wal  i jimiii  la  if  1 --  •»  ^ 09^  «e  MoimuAnle 

to  petyple  erorywhero^  «•«  aleo  viah  toe  benafieleu^loa  of 

■lea  sel.l«r*a  choloo*uipwely  the  oduo'blo  deaf'^lod  of  the  world-  to  eoae 
in  for  a port  of  the  r«^emw>  aa  orijidnaliy  intended*  Z auet  etroea  the 
point  thnt  by  dcaf-bltod  1'  m».<ant  peo'^dle  ttito  Vie  double  iiandloan«  Xi2:o 
Miaa  'Oiler*  a,  of  bllTytaooe  and  It  for  tola  apeoinl  group 

that  Miao  "oiler  vlffha9  that  ths  net  mwoeede  of  the  fUa  be  allooatod* 
i»e«  the  ashore  of  toe  fila«  thni«fore  (Aap$0A  thla  nolioyt  OQd  it  ia 
ao  atated  in  the  aeroeaent  between  ua  and  th'^  UMrloan  reuc^tion  for 
the  <d>lnd  sad  the  Aonrioan  Fonbdation  for  ov^t'Seda  ilioi:,  to  whoa  wo 
turned  orer  the  owaerahlpt  Jointly,  of  the  fito*  For  thla  puzpoao  thoro 
ia  belnc  oreatad  a a^^eolski  ;«al«n  •Allrr  eund  for  the  i>oaf*;iLtol«  to 
be  ~ r\  i j ow^r^ted  the  Aaerlean  .'oun  tAion  for  tha  £linA 

and  the  Aaorioan  roundation  for  oreraeaa  allnd,  both  at  IS  '^oat  lot-*  et. 
Sow  3fOrk  City*  to  which  Special  Fund  any  Inotitution  or  todlrldual  in 
too  world  ooull  apply  for  finsi;oial  aid  for  mj  odueoble  d.af-bllnd 
peraon  of  any  eotaitry* 

Iherofore,  1 can  oay  ^lnof^ieially,  and  pending  Mlaa  follor’a 
avjroral,  that  toe  flla^s  inreeto^'O  hare  no  objeotien  to  any  oharltelae 
of  fufti-  aiaine  uoo  the  file  ia  put  to»  but  they  and  X feol  that  the 
■iniaia  toarro  of  . 2S*00  a abowtog  or  «2go,00  for  the  purehaao  of  a print 
viould  p«rtaln  all  ower  the  world  aa  it  doeo  hero  in  the  i^silted  atatoo* 
After  whioh  payoent.  the  fils  be  uaed  for  Whaterer  pjdtpooo 
or  purchaser  aeea  fit*  to  thla  way  not  only  will  local  blind  and  oeer 


b«Roflt«  IfOt  eo-«jro  «9«4lfloa;.  iy  wUl  thoo«  iv*#  mum  Kellor 
«r*  toth  bllni!  arvi  for  1A«  09%  drtrlvod  ter  us  ftws  th« 

vorld«ind9  irt»vta^  of  tiM  tfUii  im  appUoa  onlj* 

^up#  wc  ^ - *-  - 

th«3solrao 
7x«no«  «»3 


ia  oouiita^os  such  no  AorbrRil*,,  ^rhwe  <i«»3Lro  la  to 
book  tiio  in  oo  ^-hat  onn^half  of  tl»t 

porauatA>  of  roauip’us  uilocutesi  to  fctio  Hoya.T  .•airV'  -!3colotff  of  .^t»U<u 
uhouLl  ixir  tiwitiTiwtou  io  u»  for  the  tbio^  -oJlcr  Fund  fbr  ?1»  -”WiT-:3Llnii« 
If  tth?  USI^  io  wililog  »^t  the  prints  new  hold  tho  imrlous  tOreliTi 
brmchoa  of  U£XS  bo  f^lofecod  fbr  l^onl  fool  that 

loaoo  s’jouia  oTiiy  take  V04KJ*  ii  thn  <«>ijar5t«too  inrelrofl  pcv  to  the  ounom 
of  tbo  nitt  the  4ifI»irer\oo  b*tm»en  :2*?0*<50  aru!  the  coet  of  iho  print 
to  v/ii.e,  CS  v*ii*OC  per  aiire.np.  And  it  fee  Btlpta,Rtod  Uist  no 

roprlnva  of  vijoto  prints  saga  ■«*««►  ritho»t  oee  wncurrto  poyat.nl* 
iheao  oulMuooe  ure  for  16&&  print*  <w)Xjr*  1 wewid  here  to  let  you  lenow 
about  55  l^ir:ta  after  ccawiultlnf;  witi-  Sot  .orfleld  wad  volf.  vho  azt> 
bandllix;  ttasi  arj^i  for  uo» 


¥o  souid  w-e  Tory  bapp?  to  hoer  yotu*  vtoei  otn  all  of  IMs* 
and  sa  aooa  ar  1 hear-  ito?«  «la»  feUvr,  f «1U  rrlay  Swr  roaetlon*  to 
you«t 


aiiia  thanii.  j,ov  ail  your  Xabore  on  ht^^ali'  of  the  fils,  end 
with  aonsratulft;  lo’ui  for  the  fdm  pcieulfH)?*  I an 


fsi  .not>«ol  7 , yovTp , 


*^•95  ‘ariU^nn 


C07ite  tei-  , -r  J »U 

M*  ]‘h)iakrt  Auriwvt,  rja»<u  i^li^*otor  a.  .«:«  »:«.  ivt.*’,  j.5 

^ 3&  !'rona  UU'ont,  •?TC 

Uaihsit  i-*rtiye2*  for  ^ia**  and  *>»  wistTld  Lory,  1?J0  Tart 

Cortrudo  aviai*.«=*  fo**  KaUierine  Vla»?yMJd  rws. 

«l»r  mv<»r,  Seeti^ri*  ':«.a:v»oUouv 

**rf*  Tloth  Ker^eTf  canauit»»^nt  to  Mies  Aat  .cx*  .’aiowil-.e#  *ew  rv-dfenaju 


UjS.K1*KU  tf  liUOTII13KS 

cJfftc-e  /(S/7 


^i>  XCAST  33n  STREKT 
NEW  VORK  16,  N.  "V. 


August  22,  1955 


Dear  Helen 


We  are  publishing  in  early  September  a 


book  with  a curious  history  \Aiich  I believe  you  and 
Polly  vill  find  of  particular  interest.  A copy  of 
Our  Samoan  Adventure  goes  to  you  vinder  separate  cover. 
Based  upon  the  hitherto  unpublished  diaries  of  Fanny 
Stevenson,  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Stevenson,  it  records 
in  intimate  detail  their  years  together  in  the  South 
Seas.  Charles  Neider,  vdio  discovered  the  diaries  in 
California,  has  edited  than  for  publication  and 
written  some  helpfxil  canmentary. 

I hope  you  will  find  the  book  enjoyable 
reading.  I shotild  be  delighted  to  have  your  comment. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Route  One 
Westport 
Connecticut 


Sincerely, 


EFL:  m 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


August  24,  1955 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

Now  fhat  Van  Ywck  Brooks'  book  has  been  made  a Book-of-the-Month 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  > ^575  mauison  AVENUii.  new  York  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


August  25,  1955 


Dear  Helen: 


I hope  you'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  British  Empire  publishing 
rights  of  TEACHER  have  been  purchased  by  Victor  GoUa^z,  Ltd. 
for  an  advance  of  L 150 . His  royalty  terms  are  10%  to  2L  000;  15% 
to  7, 500;  and  17%  after  with  a proviso  that  any  prlntlnga  of  less 
than  2, 000  will  be  at  the  15%  royalty.  They  plan  to  pubjilih  within 
one  year. 

I don't  need  to  tell  you  that  Victor 
publisher  who  will  give  a very 
book. 

Love  and  best  wisi 


en  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


RPD 

Westport,  Connecticut 


KMc:lvz 

cc:  Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
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6, Rue  L econte- de-Lisle 
Paris.  16' 

AUT.  55-26 


3 ptfcmber  2,  i955 


j.?y  dearest  darling  polly; 


I was  deeply  touched  to  have 
Helen's  letter  lor  i am  so  aware  of  her  tremendous  cor- 
respondance,  really  she  should  not  bother  with  me,  chough 
I must  say  t was  flattered  to  be  on  her  list  and  i shall 
treasure  it. 

Mais,  as  they  say  in  prench  there  are  two  chings  to  write 
you  about  this  morning  ( now  that  j have  returned  from  a 
few  weeks  in  the  country  and  find  myself  back  v;ith  Julia  and 
Gino  still  on  vacation  and  this  house  so  lonely  but  so  many 
letters  pilled  up  on  my  disordered  desk)  number  i,  that  your 
" next  stop  Paris"  chrills  me  but  when,  anyway  whenever  it 
will  be  it  is  exciting  and  do  let  me  know  well  in  advance, 

NOW  - when  i wap  in  n©w  I spent  a day  in  the  warehouse 

checking  off  the  sculpture  on  the  TRUST  list  and  i find  that 
I did  not  find  the  terra  cotta  of  Helen.  There  wereonly  two 
plasters  and  of  course  the  mask  j.  and  strangeas  it  seems  i 
cannot  remember  this  bust  but  there  is  one  because  it  is  it- 
emized on  the  list.  i wish  you  would  let  me  know  when  you  saw 
this  terra  cotta  bust.  i have  writ..en  to  Jacques  if  he  knows 
where  it  is  and  i am  sending  the  list  number  h5a  s,nd  a photo 
to  Bienstock  and  will  ask  him  to  get  busy  about  it. 


I also  wish  i understood  who  was  giving  this  bust  to  the 
Foundation  because  i think  the  one  with  the  hands  in  bronze 
would  be  more  important  for  the  Foundation.  Of  course  it  would 
cost  more  as  the  cost  of  the  casting  and  the  shipping  amount 
to  something  alone.  Both  jacques  and  his  brother  have  to  pass 
on  a price  and  Bienstock  has  th^  last  word,  pear  polly  if 
you  only  knew  wnat  a headache  all  this  is  . i have  to  give  a 
a group  of  men  in  Philadelphia  a price  for  a copy  of  the  wait 
whitman.  i am  so  pleased  to  have  it  put  up  in  phil.  that  i am 
readj  to  give  them  a very  low  price  but  not  the  boys  who  want 
profit  and  money  more  than  their  Father's  prestige,  p^ey  also 
do  nothing  about  the  costs  etc.  well  I hope  someday  to  get 
this  business  into  ...ore  compe^ant  hands  but  it  will  take  some 
time,  ny  mr.  Bienstock  is  so  good  about  my  money  , ana  that  is 
something  he  knows  about,  h ereally  is  doing  a good  job  for 
me  but  this  sculpture  business  he  knows  nothinc,  about  and  it 
should  be  in  the  hnads  of  annlrS^dealer.  well  someday  it  will 
be.  AS  soon  as  j find  out  v;here  the  terra  cotta  is  ,i  will 
write  you  and  give  you  a price  also  wnat  the  other  bust  would 
cost.  DO  let  me  know  w.^o  is  goiiJg  to  pay  for  it  for  if  it  is 
you  I will  certaingly  fight  to  make  it  possible  for  you.  i 
am  sori-y  it  is  all  so  complicated. 


;/y  love  to  dear  Helen  and  to  you  dear  polly,  l hope  uhe  terrible 
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Rev.  G.  a.  Zema.  S.J. 
METROPOLITAN  HOSPITAL 
WELFARE  ISLAND 
NEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 

Office  of  Catholic  Chaplain 


J^. 

T/* 


''^L"'i^''^'yL-^ 


2 - 


•|«S>V^V$l 


~T^  V ' ' 

[ ‘i/v,  isCO 

(J  Cfi  '■  ' 


, - 

r ,- 

r-1  D 


l^-]  «4-.  ■ H 

• -fjn  ra  i ' I 


, ''V>^  '-9 
v>;^>?i  "vipn 

' f,,  I fi'j' 


/.<•  . , . > 
1955 


ir,  (3f^  9^  -^, 


' Kti(t  bi^UUL^"  ‘ ^ 

' lU-^A^ufciA 

/ 

'SurLoVu^i-c 

U.  -H". 


s 


• 9 


0 


I 


/ 


V 


DANIEL  R.  HUTTENBRAUCK 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

27  WILLIAM  STREET 
N EW  YORK  5,  N.Y. 

DIgBY  ■4-7100 

September  23,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  ven/  cordial 
letter  of  September  15,  1955. 

I never  for  a moment  thought  that  you  were  in  any 
way  sympathetic  to  the  Communist  movement.  I was  prompted 
to  write  to  you  because  your  message  to  Elizabeth  Flynn  is  a 
shining  example  of  the  mejiner  in  which  the  Communists  take 
advantage  of  the  sympathy  of  wonderful  people  like  yourself. 
As  you  probably  know,  your  message  was  given  great  prominence 
in  the  DAILY  WORKER.  We  who  are  anti -Communists  feel  that  it 
is  our  duty  to  help  make  our  citizens  more  aware  of  how  the 
Communists  will  take  advantage  of  them.  It  seems  clear  that 
you  were  duped  by  the  Communists  and  allowed  your  heart  to 
rule  your  head.  I am  sure  your  friends  will  not  be  deeply 
troubled  by  your  action  in  this  regard  because  I am  sure  that 
they  will  know  it  was  prompted  by  the  most  lofty  humanitarian 
ideas.  It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  your  sympathy  was  so 
misdirected. 


Very  truly  yours,  / 


Daniel  R.  Huttenbrauck 


DRH/h 


f 
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September  27,  1955 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Easton,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

For  the  past  year  we  of  Ihe  Associated  Press  have  been  anxious 
to  ask  you  if  you  would  be  interested  in  becoming  a columnist.  We 
have  refrained  from  broaching  the  subject  formally  until  now 
because  of  your  round-the-world  trip  and  the  publication  of 
"Teacher,"  both  projects  which  we  were  certain  were  occupying  your 
full  time. 

Now,  however,  those  responsibilities  are  past,  and  my  organiza- 
tion hopes  you  will  consider  the  following  business  proposal; 

A column — one  a week~of  any  length  you  find  convenient  to 
establish  as  your  format. 

The  subject  matter  to  be  inspirational  based  on  your  experiences 


Financial] y,  we  would  contract  for  the  coliimn  on  the  usual 
syndicate  basis — 50  percent  of  the  gross,  and,  if  you  are  interested, 
a guaranteed  minimum  might  be  arranged. 

We  hope  to  hear  from  you  soon  on  your  reaction  to  the  idea.  We 
feel  that  such  a column  would  not  only  be  a pleasant  challenge  to  you 
but  would  be  of  inestimable  help  to  millions  of  people — handicapped 
6ind  non-handicapped — to  whom  you  mean  so  much. 
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Principality  of  Liechtenstein 
Alphorn  Blower,  4500  feet.  Above  Triesenberg: 
view  of  Masescha  and  Gaflei  (5000  feet). 
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Office  of  the  Mayor 

Kantoor  van  Jie  Burgcmeester 
JoKannesLurg 
2nd  February,  1956. 
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Dear  Hiss  Keller, 

I cannot  thank  you  sufficiently  for  your  most  cordial  greetings  which 
arrived  the  day  before  Sir  Ian  Fraser,  C.H. , C.B.E.,  M.P. , opened  the  Attwell 
Gardens  for  the  Blind.  It  was  a great  privilege  for  me  to  read  your  cable  at 
the  opening  ceremony,  and  it  was  given  considerable  publicity  in  the  local 
newspapers.  All  who  heard  the  message  agreed  that  no  better  way  could  have 
been  fomd  to  dedicate  this  new  Garden  than  by  the  arrival  of  your  felicitations. 
I thought  that  you  might  like  to  have  some  information  concerning  the  opening  of 
the  Gardens,  which  function  really  had  an  atmosphere  of  great  joy  and  thankful- 
ness that  such  an  amenity  was  now  being  made  available  for  our  blinded  citizens. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  a copy  of  the  invitation  card,  together 
with  the  programmes  issued  on  this  occasion  and  press  cuttings  from  "The  Star" 
of  Wednesday,  January  25th,  and  "The  Rand  Daily  Kail"  of  Thursday,  January  26th, 
1956. 

Once  more,  allow  me  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Johannesburg,  and  in 
particular  the  blinded  men  and  X'lomen  i-fho  live  here,  to  thank  you  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  for  having  sent  us  such  a v/onderful  message.  For  a busy  person  like 
yourself  to  have  spared  time  to  express  your  thoughts to  us  so  warmly  makes  all 
who  have  met  you  once  more  aware  of  your  nobility  of  soul. 

May  we  ask  you  to  give  the  kind  regards  of  Johannesburg  to  Polly  Thomson 
and  accept  for  yourself  our  best  wishes  for  continued  good  health  and  happiness. 


Dr.  Helen  Keller,  L.E.D. , LL.D., 
Arcan  Ridge,  R.l, 

■JfiSTPORT, 

COiraECTICUT, 

U.S.A. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Councillor  Leslie  V.  Hurd,  J.P. 


MAYOR, 
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DIE  8EKRETARIS  VAN  DIE  8URGEMCESTER 

POSBUS  1049 

JOHANNESBURG 


TELEPOON  34-1  1 | 1 
BYUYN  207 


(©fficc  uf  tljc 

^antoor  uait  iiic  ^m-gemecstn*, 

■Jloljaimcaburg. 


OFFICIAL  0P3NIKG  OF  ATTvGLL  GAROEWS  FOR  THE  BLIHD,  PLEIN 
3QJARS,  JOHAi'HIESBURG  - 3 P.M.,  WEOlffiSDAY,  25TH  JA.YUARY, 
1 9 5 6. 

PROGRAMME. 


1.  2.45  p.n.  - The  Deputy  Mayor  and  Deputy  Mayoress  v;ill  receive 

3 p.ffi.  Reef  Mayors  and  Mayores^s.  Councillors  and  invited 

guests  to  arrive. 

2.  2.55  p.ni.  Arrival  of  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress;  Sir  Ian  and 

Lady  Fraser;  the  Hon.  the  Administrator  and  Mrs. 
Ificol  to  be  met  by  Councillor  Thorburn  and  Mrs. 
Thorburn  and  Councillor  Attwell  and  Mrs.  Attwell; 
the  Director  of  Parks  and  Mrs.  Y.G.  Sheat. 


3.  3 p.m. 

4. 


5. 


6. 


I . 


Dedication  of  the  gardens  by  the  Mayor's  Chaplain, 
Rev.  Dr.  J.B.  'Jebb,  M.A. 

Mayor  to  v/elcome  and  introduce  Sir  Ian  Fraser, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Council  of  St.  )unstan's 
(England)  for  Men  and  '/lomen  Blinded  on  War  Service. 

Sir  Ian  to  spealc  and  declare  the  Gardens  open  by 
cutting  a ribbon  across  the  gates,  to  release  the 
draping  over  tvro  cominemorative  plaopies  on  eithei’ 
gatepost . 

The  official  party  v;ill  enter  the  gardens  to  inspect 
them. 


Guests  wishing  to  see  the  gardens  will  bo  escorted  bjr 
ushers . 


8.  3.30  p.m.  The  Mayor  and  official  party,  and  guests,  vdll  adjourn 

to  the  Witwatersrand  Technical  College  Hall  for  after- 
noon tea. 


9.  luring  tea,  Councillors  Thorburn  and  Attv.’ell  will  be 

askod  by  the  Mayor  to  spealc,  after  which  the  Mayor  will 
present  to  Sir  Ian  tho  engraved  scissors  used  to  open 
the  Gardens. 

10.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  refreshnontr' , the  Mayor  will 

announce  that  St.  Dunstaners  v/ill  have  tho  opportunity 
of  meeting  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser  in  the  Technical 
College  Boardroom. 


©ffttc  of  tlj£  ^agor, 
Hlantoor  ban  bie  ?8nrgpmeestrr, 

Jobannjsburg. 


AIOTELIKE  OPENING  VAN  DIE  ATTiffiLL-TUIN  VIR  BLlt®ES,  DIE  PLSIN,  JOHAiW^SBURP 
3 NPI.,  WOENSDAG,  25  JANUARIE  I95L  JO™^oBURG 


program. 


2.45. nm.  tot  3 n..  Die  Onderburgemeester  en  die  Onderburgemeestersvrou  ven.elkom 
die  Ranaae  Burgemeesters  en  Burgemeestersvroue. 

Die  raadslede  en  genocides  kom  aan. 


2c  2.55  nm. 


3nm. 


5. 

6. 

7. 

8.  3.30  run. 


10. 


Die  Burgemeester  en  die  Burgemeestersvrou,  Sir  Ian  en 
ady  Iraser,  Sy  Edele  die  Administrateur  en  mev.  Nicol 
kom  aan  en  word  deur  raadslid  Thcrburn  en  mev.  Thorbum 
raadslid  Attwell  en  mev.  Attwell  en  die  Direkteur  van  pirke 
en  mev.  N.G.Sheat  venrelkom. 

Toevnyding  van  die  Tuin  deur  die  Burgemeester  se  Kapelaan 
Eerw.  dr.  J.B.  Nebb,  M.A.  ^peiaan, 

Sn  Fraser,  die  Voorsitter 

an  die  Bestuur  van  St.  Dunstan's  (England)  for  Men  and 

bSJnd^  en  stel  horn  aan  die  gaste 

°0P  deur 

int  te  knip  ten  einde  die  twee  gedenlcplate  op  die 
hekpale  te  onthul.  ^ 

Die  amptelike  geselskap  betree  die  Tuin  oni  dit  te  besigtig. 
Gidse  vergesel  die  gaste  wat  die  Tuin  wil  besigtig. 

gocelskap  on  die  gaste  vertrei- 

rtdH  + i '^itwatersrandse  Tegniese  Kolle^e  om 

middagtee  te  nuttig. 

Sortarn'’  die  Burgemeester  raadslede 

ooS^nd?  toe  te  spreek;  daarna 

Tuin  die  Burgemeester  die  gegraveerde  sker  waarmee  die 

iuin  oopgeatel  is,  aan  Sir  Ian. 

Na  afloop  van  die  teeparty  kondig  die  Burgemeester  aan 
at^daar  aan  St.  Dunstaners  die  ,geleentheid  gebied  woiii 
m oir  Ian  en  Lady  Fraser  in  die  raadsaal  van  die 
Tegniese  Kollege  te  ontmoet. 


programmi^ 


OFFICIAL  OPENING  OF  THE  ATTWELL  GARDENS  FOR  THE  BLIND 
BY  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SIR  IAN  FRASER,  C.H.  C B E 
M.P.,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OF  ST.  DUNSTAI^'S 
. (ENGLAND)  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMM  RT.INDED  ON  WAR  SERVTUE- 


WEDNESDAY,  25TH  JANUARY,  1956  - 5 P.M.  ; 
^EIN  SQUARE.  CORNER  PLEIN  AND  JPUBERT  STREETO 


The  Mayor  will  receive  in  the  Parlour  - 
Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraserj 

The  Honourable  the  Administrator  of  the  Transvaal  ard  Mrs 
Wm,  Nicol. 


and  Dr. 

and  Mrs.  Nicol  will  leave  the  City  Hall  via  the  Rissik 
Street  entrance  and  the  Private  Roadway  by  car  for  Plein 
Square,  and  will  travel  with  a traffic  escort.  The  cars 
will  arrive  at  Plein  Street  at  its  junction  with  Joubert 
Street  on  the  north  side,  and  passengers  will  disembark  and 
be  received  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Amenities  Commit- 
tee, Councillor  A. R.  Thorbum,  J.P.,  and  Mrs.  Thorbum; 
Councillor  I.E.B.  Attwell,  F.R.S.A.,  and  Mi^.  Attwell; 

the  Director  of  Parks  and  Recreation,  Mr.  W.G.  Sheat  and 
Mrs,  Sheat. 


2.45  to  5 p.m.  The  Deputy  Mayor  and  Deputy  Mayoress,  Councillor  and  Mrs 

Max  Goodman,  will  receive,  on  behalf  of  the  Mayor  and 

Mayoress,  the  visiting  Reef  Mayors  and  Mayoresses  as 
follows 


Councillor  W.J.  Seymore,  M.P.C. 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


and  Mrs.  Seymore 
^ . (Pretoria) 

and  Mrs.  P.s.  de  Bruyn  (Cemiston) 
and  Mrs.  H.B.  Veale  (Springs) 
and  Mrs.  M.C.  Dames  (Krugersdorp) 
and  Mrs.  J.H.P.  Ackerman  (Alberton) 
and  Mrs.  J.P.  Bezuidenhout  (Edenvale) 
and  Mrs.  J.P,  Leatherbarrow  (Westonaria) 
and  Mrs.  H.  Ostro  (Heidelberg) 


3 p.m. 


ficial  party  will  be  seated  on  grass  chairs  on  either 
side  of  the  entrance  to  Attwell  Gardens  facing  south-east 
and  the  invited  guests  will  be  seated  facing  the  gates  of 
Attwell  Gardens  and  the  official  party. 


- 2 - 


3.15  p.n. 
(inspection) 


3.30  p.m. 


Approximately 
4 p.m. 


The  Mayor's  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Dr,  J.B.  Webb,  M.A.,  will 
dedicate  the  Attwell  Gardens. 

The  Mayor  will  welcome  and  introduce  Sir  Ian  and  call  upon 
him  to  speak  and  open  the  Attwell  Gardens.  The  Mayor  will 
also  read  a message  of  greeting  from  Miss  Helen  Keller. 

After  Sir  Ian  has  spoken  he  will  cut  a ribbon  between  the 
gate  posts,  which  in  turn  will  release  the  drapings  over 
the  two  plaques  on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  thus  making 
the  Gardens  officially  open.  For  the  purpose  of  cutting 
the  ribbon  a pair  of  presentation  scissors  on  a cushion 
will  be  offered  to  Sir  Ian  by  the  Mayor's  Commissionaire. 

The  scissors  will  be  presented  formally  to  Sir  Ian  by  the 
Mayor  during  the  afternoon  tea. 

Sir  Ian  will  be  escorted  by  the  Director  of  Parks  and  Recrea- 
tion on  an  inspection  of  the  Attwell  Gardens  followed  by  the 
remainder  of  the  official  party. 

The  Mayor  will  escort  Lady  Fraser;  Councillor  Thorbum  vfith 
the  Mayoress;  Councillor  Attwell  with  Mrs,  Thorbum  and  Mrs. 
Sheat;  Dr.  Nicol  with  Mrs.  Attwell;  the  Deputy  Mayor  with 
Mrs.  Nicol;  the  Rev.  Dr.  V/ebb  with  the  Deputy  Mayoress  and 
Mrs.  Webb  followed  by  the  Reef  Mayors  and  Mayoresses. 

After  the  official  party  has  gone  through  the  Gardens  they 
will  enter  the  Witwatersrand  Technical  College  Building 
from  the  subway  entrance  between  Plein  and  de  Villiers  Streets 
for  afternoon  tea  in  the  Technical  College  Main  Hall. 

Ushers  from  the  Parks  Department  will  escort  those  of  the 
guests  who  wish  to  see  the  Gardens  before  all  present  adjourn 
for  tea  in  the  Technical  College  Hall. 

At  the  afternoon  tea  the  official  party  will  be  seated  on  the 
platform  of  the  Technical  College  Hall,  and  the  Mayor  will 
preside.  The  Mayor  v;ill  ask  Councillor  Thorbum,  in  his  capa- 
city as  Chairman  of  the  Public  Amenities  Committee,  to  thank 
Sir  Ian  for  having  opened  the  Gardens,  after  which  Councillor 
Attwell  will  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  thanks  for 
the  honour  v;hich  the  City  Council  has  conferred  upon  him. 


:-  The 


- 3 - 


The  Mayor  will  then  speak  briefly  thanking;  all  who  have  cone 
along  to  this  very  memorable  function.  He  will  end  his 
remarks  by  handing  over  formally  to  Sir  Ian  the  presentation 
scissors  which  were  used  to  open  Attviell  Gardens, 

The  Honourable  tlie  Administrator  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
speak, 

4,30  p.m.  The  Mayor  will  announce  that  the  St.  Dunstaners  will  have  an 

opportunity  of  meeting  Sir  Ian  in  the  Boardroom  of  the 
Witwatersrand  Technical  College  Building  because  of  the 
shortness  of  Sir  Ian's  stay  in  Johannesburg.  They  vfill  be 
escorted  to  this  room  shortly  thereafter. 

The  Mayor  and  Mayoress  will  accompany  Sir  Ian  and  Lady  Fraser 
to  the  Boardroom  to  meet  the  St.  Dunstaners. 
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W\y^r\RD  CUB 
.AND  PRINCESS 

THKEE-AC  r PLAY  IN  AID 
OF  HELEN  KELLER 
TRUST 

(By  ABINASHI) 

A three-act  play  “The  Waj'u’ard 
Cub  and  the  Princess”  for  children 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Frederic  P. 
Bartlett  of  the  Helen  Keller  Trust 
here  on  Saturday  afternoon,  in  aid 
of  the  Ti*ust  fund- 

THE  TRUST 

The  Trust  for  the  blind,  deaf  and 
dumb,  was  formed  with  Mr.  G-  V- 
Mavalankar,  Speaker  of  Lok  Sabha. 
ds  its  President  and  Mr-  U-  S. 
Basrurker  as  Honorary  General 
Secretary.  They  have  various  plans 
for  organising  aid  to  the  less  for- 
tunate ones-  They  propose  to  ope- 
rate a Central  Baraille  Circulating 
Library  and  a Talking  Book  Circu- 
lating Library  for  the  use  of  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  and  indivi* 
als  all  over  the  country.  Among 
other  objects  of  the  Trust  are  to 
start  sheltered  workshops  in  im- 
portant cities  to  provide  work  for 
the  blind  and  deaf,  to  run  hostels 
on  ‘no  profit,  no  loss*  basis  and 
render  other  assistance  in  the  form 
of  providing  useful  employment  to 
the  blind  and  deaf  in  factories, 
business  houses,  etc- 

THE  PLAY 

The  three-act  play,  with  an 
Indian  dance  item,  revolved  round 
the  urge  in  a leopard  cub  (Deryk 
Lancaster)  to  go  to  the  four  coruers 
of  the  earth  to  discover  whether  it 
was  really  round.  Tired,  exhaust- 
ed and  hungry,  having  lost  his  way, 
he  fell  asleep  in  a wood.  A mis- 
chievous spirit  fGita  Bery)  tried  to 
frighten  him,  but  later  took  pity 
on  him  and  brought  him  to  the 
court  of  the  wise  king  of  the  woon 
end  the  Fairy  Princess  (enacted 
by  Herbert  Gordon  and  Peggy 
Black  respectively)-  The  court 
was  pompous  and  the  cub  got  be- 
wildered, but  related  his  story. 
The  king  gof  him  escorted  by  his 
trustv  huntsmen  to  his  mother. 
CHARMING  PRESENTATION 
This  delightful  children’s  story 
was  enacted  in  a most  charming 
manner-  Each  action  was  precise 
and  act  compact-  A part  of  the 
dialogues  was  lyrical  sung  by  role- 
types.  The  fan-fare  was  amusing 
Dances  by  Night  Moth  (Jack  de 
Beaucorps),  Bonny  Rabbits  from 
Scotland  (Julie  Haddow  and 
Jacky  de  Beaucorps),  and  the  wood 
Gipsies  (Misses  Rama  Kotak  and 
Si.milra  Desai,  and  Mrs.  Vibhooti 
Mehta  Harvidya  Anjaria  and  Mukta 
Mehta),  were  delightful.  Gipsies 
danced  a ‘garba’  piece- 

SHY  DONKEY 
Tlie  striking  role-type  of  Shy 
Donkey  was  performed  by  Edward 
Feeham  and  Edward  feeham  Jr 
They  rolled  and  split  into  a don- 
key. the  sonny  being  the  hind- 
part  ! 

Costumes  wore  fine,  each  careful- 
ly designed  by  Mme-  Guy  Chaumet 
Stage  decor  had  natural  setting 
The  story,  music  and  lyrics  were 
by  Mrs-  Frederic  Bertlett  and  cho- 
reography by  Mme.  de  Beaucorps 
fii;d  Mrs-  Everett  Woodman-  Sonny 
Lobo  and  his  orchestra  was  in  at- 
tendance. The  play  was  produced 
and  directed  by  Irene  Bartlett 
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Message  from 


I understand  that  you 


G.  V.  Mavalankar 


Speaker, 
Lok  Sabha 


the  Helen  Keller  Trust  for  the  Blind,  Deaf 
and  Dufflh  in  India. 

I am  happy  that  you  have  thought  so 
kindly  of  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  in  our 
country.  To  the  extent  we  feel  genuine 
concern  for  our  handicapped  brothers  and 
sisters,  to  that  extent  we  help  the  cause 
of  humanity  in  general  and  may  I say,  also 
of  world  peace?  Humanity  has  to  feel  as  one 
family  ; and  then  only  the  goal  of  world 
peace  and  happy  humanity  can  be  attained. 

I wish  your  pantomime  all  success. 
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A "Worthy  Cause^ 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  John  Sherman  Cooper  for  having 
kindly  consented  to  be  the  patroness  of  today’s  function. 

The  Helen  Keller  Trust  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  in 
India  needs  all  encouragement  by  way  of  financial  assistance.  The 
Trust  formed  under  the  Presidentship  of  Shri  G.V.  Mavalankar, 
Speaker  of  the  Lok  Sabha,  with  Mr.  U.A.  Basrurkar  as  Honorary 
General  Secretary,  it  is  understood  have  before  them  various  plans 
for  organising  aid  to  the  less  fortunate  among  our  brethren.  They 
propose  to  operate  a Central  Braille  Circulating  Library  and  a 
Talking  Book  Circulating  Library  for  the  use  of  institutions  for  the 
blind  and  individuals  all  over  the  country,  .\mong  other  objects 
of  the  Trust  are  to  start  sheltered  workshops  in  important  cities  to 
provide  work  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  to  run  hostels  on  ‘no  profit,  no 
loss’  basis  and  render  other  assistance  in  the  form  of  providing  useful 
employment  to  the  blind  and  deaf  in  factories,  business  houses,  etc. 

VVe  hope  Children  will  enjoy  this  afternoon’s  programme 
which  is  produced  and  presented  by  amateur  artistes.  All  the 
proceeds  of  today’s  function  will  be  donated  to  the  Helen 
Keller  Trust. 

Our  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  American  Women’s 
t:lub  li)r  tea,  Mr.  Frederic  Bartlett  for  donation  of  costumes.  The 
limes  ()l  Indiii  Press  foi'  the  pi'ograuune,  Mr.  Daljit  Singh  lor  stage 
(leeoralious  and  Mr.  Sarin  for  assistance  on  the  stage. 
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Message  from 

G.  V.  Mavalankar, 
Speaker, 

Lok  Sablia 

I understand  that  you 
intend  to  hold  a pantomime 
on  the  31st  instant  in  aid  of 
the  Helen  Keller  Trust  for  the  Blind,  Deaf 
and  Dumb  in  India. 

I am  happy  that  you  have  thought  so 
kindly  of  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  in  our 
country.  To  the  extent  we  feel  genuine 
concern  for  our  handicapped  brothers  and 
sisters,  to  that  extent  we  help  the  cause 
of  humanity  in  general  and  may  I say,  also 
of  world  peace?  Humanity  has  to  feel  as  one 
family  ; and  then  only  the  goal  of  world 
peace  and  happy  humanity  can  be  attained. 

I wish  your  pantomime  all  success. 
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Jhe  Wayward  Cu 

A CHILDREN’S  PLj> 

Story,  music  and  lyrics 
Costumes 
Choreography 
Stage  Decor 


Cast 


The  Wayward  Cub 
Mother  Leopard  ... 
Wise  King 
Fairy  Princess 
Night  Moth 
Shy  Donkey 


Deryk  Lancaster 

Rusty  Johnson 

Herbert  Gordon 

Peggy  Black 

Jacky  de  Beaucorps 

Edward  Feehan 
Edward  Feehan,  Jr. 

Gita  Bery 

Julie  Haddow 
Jacky  de  Beaucorps 

Rusty  Johnson 
Rosana  Loranzoni 

Olga  Rosario 
Edith  Worrell 

.Indian  Dance  Group 


Mischievous  Sprite 

Bonny  Rabbits  from  Scotland 

[Music:  Old  Scottish  Reel)  ... 

Vain  Squirrels 

Pixie  Scene  Shifters 

Wood  Gip  sies 


GIPSIES  OF 

B AL 

Miss  Rama  Kotak 
Mrs.  Vibhooti  I 
Mrs.  Nilanj: 
Miss  Sun 
Mrs. 
M 

Song  and  L 
INDIAN 

Dance  Arrangemen 

Miss  Rarr 


Scene  I . . THE  LI 

Scene  II  . . THE  El 

Scene  III  . . THE 

Scene  H’  THE  LI 

Sonny  Lobo  an< 

By  Courtesy  of 


PRODUCER  & DIREC: 


m m £ 


ciHci  Jhe  Princess 

IN  THREE  ACTS 

Mrs.  Frederic  Bartlett 
Mme.  Guy  Chaumet 

Mme.  de  Beaucorps  and  Mrs.  Everett  Woodman 
Mrs.  Leonard  W'aight 


— " — 

' Little  Men  oi  the  Woods 

1 WOOD 

T 

Singer 

Charles  Pinckney 

Great-great-grand- 

papa 

Fred  Houston 

Great-grand-papa  . . . 

Nigel  Henley 

Desai 

Grand-papa 

Tulak  Sethi 

/idya  Anjaria 

Papa 

Kenneth  Campbell 

Wukta  Mehta 

Son 

Morgan  Campbell 

t by  an 

Grand-son 

Dan  White 

ET 

Great-grand-son 

Timothy  Henley 

Dtak 

Prince  Charming 

Harrison  J ohnson 

Ladies  of  the  Court... 

Eva  Hampson, 

-RD’S  DEN 
\NTED  WOOD 
PALACE 
IRD’S  DEN 

9 Orchestra 

roi  Holds. 


Kathleen  Parke,  Kay  Rohan,  Kay  Kaufman, 
Fie  Gontha,  Libby  Haddow 

Pages  of  the  Court Mary  Magdanz,  Craigie  Jago 

Trusty  Huntsmen Stan  Simpson,  Phillip  Hay 

Court  Herald Phillip  Hay 

Magician Ruth  Butler 


: : IRENE  BARTLETT 


FACTS  YOn  MUST  KNOW  ABOUT  TUBERCULOSIS 

OVER  5,00,000  deaths  occur  each  year 
from  TB — that  is,  1,500  deaths  a day  or 
one  death  every  minute  round  the  clock  ! 
25,00,000  PERSONS  HAVE  ACTIVE  TB  ! 

TB  treatment  is  so  costly  that  most 
patients  are  unable  to  pay  for  it  ! 

TB  causes  more  deaths  than  all  other 
infectious  diseases  combined. 

TB  kills  persons  of  all  ages,  more 
particularly  those  between  15  and  35. 

TB  SEAL  SALE  CAMPAIGN  IS  CONDUCTED 
EVERY  YEAR  TO  COMBAT  TUBERCULOSIS. 


BUY  & USE 
TB  SEALS 


IN  LARGE 
NUMBERS 


fl  SERL  COSTS  RN  RNNR  ONLY. 

They  are  available  from  ; — The  Honorary  Secretary,  Delhi 
State  TB  Association,  Silver  Jubilee  TB  Hospital,  Kingsway,  Delhi 
(Tel.  No.  23431 );  The  Director,  Nev/  Delhi  TB  Centre,  New  Delhi 
( Tel.  No,  40982);  The  Medical  Superintendent,  Lala  Ram  Sarup 
TB  Hospital,  Mehrauli,  Delhi  (Tel.  No.  42655)  and  other 
Agencies  in  the  State. 

THE  SIXTH  TB  SEAL  SALE  CAMPAIGN  IN  INDIA 

( Sponsored  by  the  Tuberculosis  Association  of  India  ) 

Space  donated  by 

THE  GENERAL  TALKIES  LTD.,  DELHI 


r,eta  VAUXHALL 

for  Home  Delivery 


CADDILAC,  BUICK,  CHEVROLET  and  PONTIAC 
also  available. 

DISTRIBUTORS: 

SARAN  MOTORS  LTD., 

Queensway,  New  Delhi. 


Buy  wherever  you  like  bul  it 
shall  give  you  wide  choice  to 
visit  us  for  best  selections  in 
Indian  Handicrafts.  Arts. 
Curios,  Silks.  Sarees,  Shawls 
and  Carvings. 

CENTRAL  ARTS  EMPORIUM, 

A Block,  Connaught  Place,  New  Delhi. 

Phone:  46158 
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THE 

PUNJAB  NATIONAL 
BANK  LIMITED 


(ESTABLISHED  1895) 
Head  Office:  DELHI 


pTxnUnS  U’orAf,  Dtlhi  (//n/m) 


DOUBLEDAY  & CO.  575  MADISON  AVE.,  NEW  YORK  22,  N.Y. 


COPY 


February  17,  1956 


Dear  Helen: 

World  digest  rights  to  TEACHER  have  been  sold  to 
the  Reader's  Digest  for  two  thousand  dollars . The 
book  will  appear  in  the  April  issue  of  the  Reader's 
Digest  magazine.  1 They  plan  to  do  a five-page  arti- 
cle from  the  book.  I am  sure  this  will  please  you, 
and  I assure  you  that  our  experience  has  been  that 
it  will  increase  the  sale  of  the  book. 

Affectionate  best  to  you  and  Polly.  I'm  so  looking 
forward  to  our  lunch . 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
RFD 

Westport,  Connecticut 
McCicJp 

cc:  Nella  Henney 


Yours 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


VERLAG  JUNGE  GEMEINDE  STUTTGART 


Miss 

Dr.  phi! . Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Eidge,  Route  1 

V/  e s t p 0 r t 
State  Connecticut  /USA 

STUTTCART>N, 

Ihr  Ziikhcn  Ihre  Nacbridu  vcm  Unser  Zfichen  PostschUeJlfach  gyg 

Schw.  20"^^  February  1956 

Dear  and  honorable  Miss  Dr.  Keller! 

Yi’e  have  the  honour  to  ask  you,  if  you  will  be  so  kind  to  write 
us  some  occurences  of  your  long  life. 

As  you  know,  we  are  a publication  of  books  for  the  young  and 
like  to  publish  a little  book,  in  which  we  write  some  over  your 
very  interesting  life,  which  you  spend  in  service  for  your  fellov;- 
suf f erers . 

Y.'e  are  the  meaning,  that  your  life  can  give  a good  example  for 
our  youth. 

V/ith  the  best  wishes  and  many  thanks  to  you 

t 

yours  sincerely 

Terlag  „Junge  Gemeinde" 

E.  Sdiwinahamraer  K.G. 

tsl  II  I I (I 


IVr/uj;  >Jung>i  Uemeindoi  h.  5c/i  n*  f n y Ji  u m m«>  f KC.,  Stutlgurl  • CalrctT  SttafU  ro 
Huf  tjnfijfi  ■ Pciluhiirkkontc ; Siviifaii  A'r.  10  • : 5fdd(.  .'‘fiiiiirari  Ni.  -30  1*2 


Ttl*phonfi  Temple  Bar  2QW’7‘S  • riffoUan,  Band,  London  » Trade  J;  Delherlfi,  ^0  Malden  Lane  WO 

DIRECTORS 

MCTOR  OOLLA.NCZ  - FRANK  STRAWSON  • RUTH  GOLLANCZ 
DOROTHY  HOR8MAN  • JOHN  BUSH  • HILARY  RUBINSTEIN  • LIVIA  GOLLANCZ 

VICTOR  GOLLANCZ,  LTD 


14  HENRIETTA  STREET 
LONDON  : W.C.2 


2/ith  February,  1956. 


Mi'^s  Helen  Keller, 

c/o  Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. . 

575.  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York  22,  U.S.A. 

My  dear  Helen  Keller, 

'7e  are  publishing  "Teacher" 
on  12th  March.  This  will  be  an  event 
of  ouite  exceptional  pleasure  for  us. 

Yours  ever  sincerely, 


★ All  manuscripts  and  other  documents  submitted  to  the  firm,  whether  at  the  request  of  the  firm  or  . 
otherwise,  are  submitted  entirely  at  the  author’s  risk ; and,  while  every  possible  care  Is  taken,  In  tho"^ 
event  of  loss  of  or  damage  to  manuscripts,  etc.,  the  comi)any  cannot  hold  Itself  In  any  way  responsible 
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riOII'IC  NilST  rUBUSHEKS 

SPECIALISTS  IN  EDUCATIONAL  AND  TECHNICAL  PRINTING 


1023  riiestnul  Slreft  • Redwood  City,  California  • EllersonI 

Feb.  24,  1956 


?i-39S,S 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  preparing  a book  of  thirty  Great  American  Women,  to  be 
issued  in  style  and  format  similar  to  that  described  on  the  en- 
closed circular. 

Only  three  or  four  of  those  selected  are  still  living;  you 
are  one  of  them. 

I should  be  most  grateful  if  you  will  look  over  the  enclosed 
biographical  sketch  and  check  it  for  accuracy.  Please  feel  free 
to  alter  the  phrasing,  or  to  emphasize  what  you  consider  important. 
The  sketch  is  necessarily  brief,  confined  to  one  page,  but  I do 
want  it  to  be  as  complete  as  possible  in  the  limited  space. 


Sincerely  and  cordially, 


MH.o 


Monroe  Heath 


M/i-(lk.  ZOk  ORk.-'.Nc.f  sciilptor,  has  exhlblteSln  Parle  at  the  >alon 
dee  Beaux  Arts  and  the  Salon  dee  Independante,  at  the  voyal 
Institute  Qallerlea,  London,  the  Institute  of  Contemporary 
rt,  Boston,  the  .'luseua  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  the  husch  Rolaln^er 
Musevua,  Harvard  University,  the  Royal  Canadian  Aoademy,  the 
•iuBeuo  of  Fine  /»rts,  -lontreal  the  Art  In  tltute  of  Chicago  at 
the  58th  Annual  of  American  Painting  and  sculpture  1947,  and 
exhibitions  of  Chicago  and  Vicinity  /.rtlsts,  1942  and  1953.  Her 
portrait  head  of  Judith  Anderson  as  Clytemnestra  In  "Tower 
beyond  Taagedy"  was  exhibited  during  the  run  of  the  play  at 
aNTA  Playhouse  In  New  ork.  In  1943  she  was  awarded  an  honorable 
mention  in  sculpture  at  the  National  Arts  Club,  New  York.  A 
larger  than  life  portrait  bronze  of  Rudolph  Oanz,  president 
emeritus  of  Chicago  '.usloal  College,  Is  Installed  In  the  offices 
of  the  College  at  Roosevelt  University.  She  has  had  eight  one 
man  shows  including  sculpture,  reliefs,  collages, and  drawings  In 
New  fork,  Boston,  '.llwaukee,  Springfield,  Klasourl,  and  In 
Chicago  at  the  Marguerite  ^ohenberg  Galleries  1931 » 1952,  the 
Art  Inatltue  of  Chicago,  department  of  Prints  and  Drawings,  1955» 
tho  Chicago  Public  Library,  February  1956.  Her  work  has  been 
acquired  by  the  Depar^-aent  of  Art,  Southwest  . Issourl  utate 
College,  and  privately  In  Boston,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  ukI 
Washington  D.C.t  And  San  Francisco,  California.  3he  has  studied 
In  France,  Italy  and  Mexico  and  at  the  New  Bauhaus,  Chicago,  1937. 

She  Is  a graduate  In  Fine  Arts  of  Radcllffe  College.  In  1939-40 
she  was  a member  of  the  lecturing  staff  In  the  Ueaprtment  of  LduoatlCR, 
at  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  and  wrote  for  the  Department 
"Masterpieces  of  Italian  Art  in  Painting  and  Sculpture}  a workbook 
for  Children"  and  "A  Gallery  Book  for  Children!  twelve  paintings 
and  related  works  of  art  in  the  collections  of  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago." 

(op.  /ho's  .ho  In  America  Supplement,  Feb.  1953.) 


The  Cottafre 


Bahawal pur  Hous  e 
l.A  Sikandra  Koad 
New  Delhi,  India 
Jan.  21,  1956 


Dearest  Jeanne-  ^’h.enk  you  very  much  for  the  nice  letter 
I received  from  you  some  weeks  ago.  'fe  are  so  very  happy 
to  think  that  you  are  recovering  in  sucli  lovely  surround- 
ings and  with  the  presence  of  your  family.  I hope  vjlth 
all  my  he^rt  that  in  the  very  near  ':■^ture  you  will  be 
loln.lng  ^on  in  Sydney.  Don  sent  us  a picture  of  your 
house  in  Australia;  it  seems  to  be  a glorious  place. 

The  Inclosed  program  is  my  Christmas  card  to  you. 

I know  it  wil]  make  you  very  hapoy.  The  strangest  thing 
hannened.  "'hen  I started  working  on  this  about  tvjo  and 
one  half  months  ago,  I had  all  the  difficulties  in  the 
■ orld  to  get  the  cast  together  and  helpers  for  the 
back -stage  jobs,  "’hen  one  day  I really  had  decided  to 
abandon  the  whole  project,  '’’he  same  evening  there  was 
a dinner  party  here  and  the  Tanshardts  came  along. 

I gatliered  that  you  ?iad  written  to  her  to  ask  if  anything 
h~d  been  done  to  help  the  Helen  Keller  ”rust.  She  told 
me  of  your  great  interest  in  it  and  how  much  energy  and 
good  heart  you  had  put  into  its  organization.  On 
hearing  this  I decided  to  put  on  t’ne  TaywardCub  not  only 
for  the  blind,  but  for  you  dear  Jeanne.  It  has  had  a 
terrific  success  and  the  H.elen  Keller  '’’rust  story  has 
been  in  the  newspaoers  at  least  a dozen  times. 

It  is  really  the  strangest  thinc^  tiiat  we  were  both 
interested  in,  and  working  for,  the  saiiB  goal.  All  the 
work  was  realty  done  hy  a very  small  group  of  enthusias- 
tic Sellerltes;  Mr,  De  Souza,  Times  of  India;  OlgaRozarlo, 
teleohone  ooerator,'’'0?';  Joan  Shaw,  tyoist,  ’.;K."’rad6r, 
Cbrbmis';  ion;  Miss  Roberts,  Dr.  Sen' s • cl  in  Ic ; time.  Guy 
Ghaumet , Trench  Embassy;  lira,  Leonard  (Aidla)  'Valght, 

'JKHG ; ”rs,  "lavid  ’’orris  and  Mjss  Harry  Strltman  represent- 
ed the  ’"omen's  Club.  And  that  la  all  1 1 


Excernt  from  -'.ir.  :’red  Bartlett 's  letter 

There  are  IncJ  of  ed  s.-jMe  r:  lur!’,  ’.lav’Lng  to  1> 
t’no  lantrinime  which  Irene  inspired  and  put  on  in  the 
back  garden.  You  may  remember  the  big  treel  This  too 
was  really  based  uoon  your  work;  for  all  the  nroceeds , 
and  they  should  come  to  almost  2,500  rupees,  are  to  be 
donated  to  the  Helen  Kell.er  fund,  Which  we  understand 


Love , 


you,  dear  Jeanne,  really  created,  'ffe  hone  this  will  ras.ke 
you  feel  as  nleased  as  we  are. 


Ilf  (m^ 


( 


eo 


At^^  Vf? 


BETTER  HEARING 

SUITE  3DD.  210  EAST  43RD  STREET 
NEW  YORK  17,  NEW  YORK 

April  12,  1956 


^^.CnVED 

EDWARD  A.  RUMELY,  M.  D. 

' 1 7 lO'-T 

L-  M.  s. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Ridge,  R.  1 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Herewith  copies  of  two  letters'  to  the  Doubleday  Publishers,  which 
are,  I believe,  self-explanatory;  also,  copy  of  a reply  from 
Reader’s  Digest,  to  our  request  lor_eermlssim4o_^^ 
excellent  article  in  the  April  iTsuioT~THatmaf^^  » 

-^condensed  from  your  book. 

If  we  can  now  secure  your  consent  and  Doubleday’s  to  reprinting 
that  condensation  in  the  new  magazine,  “Better  Hearing,"  it  will 
receive  wide  publicity  — going  to  500,00  users  of  hearing  aids 
and,  in  all  probability,  to  several  hundred  thousand  additional 
in  this  first  publication.  It  is  planned  to  be  a magazine  of 
information  and  inspiration,  sponsored  by  Zenith  Hearing  Aid  Div- 
ision of  the  Zenith  Radio  Corporation,  as  a public  service 
sent  free  to  users  of  hearing  aids.  The  head  of  Zenith  lost  his 
own  hearing  in  an  accident  some  twenty  years  ago  and  therefore  has 
a very  special  interest  in  hearing  problems. 

Many  hard  of  hearing  suffer  from  a feeling  of  inferiority  because 
of  their  handicap.  Your  inspiring  story  will  mean  much  to  many  of 
those  who  receive  Better  Hearing  magazine.^ 


Sincerely  ypux^ 


ii  iVjy’^ 


EAR:  DP 
ENC. 


II' h - /, 

Edward  A.  Rume^y,  M.  D. 
Editor 


P.  S.  We  can  probably  secure  good  pictures  of  you  or  of  you  with 
Miss  Sullivan,  from  Associated  Press,  but  if  you  have  some 
particular  picture  or  pictures  which  you  would  prefer  us 
to  use  and  would  lend  them  to  us,  we  would  see  that  they  were 
refutned  to  you  safely.  If  you  give  your  consent  to  this 
reprint  and  are  willing  for  us  to  secure  photos  from  A.P. 
we  would  need  to  have  and  would  appreciate  receiving  from  you 
a release  for  use  in  Better  Hearing. 


BETTER  HEARING 


SUITE  3QQ,  210  EAST  43RD  STREET 
NEW  YORK  17,  NEW  YORK 


April  12,  1956 


EDWARD  A.  RUMELY.  M.  D. 


Ddubleday  Publishers  and  Co.,  Inc. 

Garden  City 
New  York 

Gentleiaen: 

This  to  supplement  our  letter  of  April  6th.  Herewith  photostatic 
copy  of  a letter  from  Reader's  Digest,  which  is  self-explanatory. 

If  you  and  Miss  Keller  consent,  this  article,  "Teacher,"  as  it  ap- 
pears in  the  current  Reader's  Digest,  will  have  wide  publicity.  It 
now  seems  probable  that  the  first  edition  of  "Better  Hearing",  aside 
from  reaching  500,000  hard  of  hearing,  will  go  to  several  hundred 
thousand  additional,  ihcluding  all  physicians. 

Ne  shall  be  glad  to  add  any  note  that  you  desire,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  availability  of  the  book. 

We  have  postponed  the  deadline  and  can  get  this  in  if  we  have  fa- 
vorable action  from  you,  during  the  next  six  or  eight  days. 

We  are,  of  course,  also  writing  Miss  Keller  to  ask  her  permission 
to  reprint  in  the  manner  suggested. 


EAR: DP 
ENC. 


r 


afh  r 


The  READER’S  Digest 


PLEASANTVILLE  • NEW  YORK 


April  10,  1956 


Dear  Dr.  Rumely; 

Ur.  Cole  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of 

April  6th. 


Providing  Doubleday  and  Uiss  Keller  are  agreeable. 


there  will  be  no  objection  on  our  part  to  your  use  of  our 
condensation  from  "Teacher"  in  "Better  Hearing."  Primary 
credit  should  be  given  to  the  book  source,  with  secondary 
acknowledgment  to  the  Digest  in  the  following  manner:  "As 
condensed  in  The  Reader's  Digest." 

We  were  interested  to  see  the  material  from  the 
new  magazine,  and  we  wish  you  much  success  in  the  venture. 


Sincerely, 


Dr.  Edward  A.  RusMly 
Better  Hearing 
210  E.  43  Street,  Suite  300 
New  York  17,  New  York 


SENIOR  EDITOR:  MERLE  CROWELL 


April  6,  1956 


Doabladay  Pabllahera  and  Co«,  Inc. 

Oardan  City 
New  York 

Oentlemem 

The  condensation  of  "Teacher"  'n  the  April  Reader's  Digest  is  an 
inspirinr  article, 

A new  Biagazlney  "Better  Hearing,"  is  about  to  be  launched  for 
dellYery  late  in  Uay,  It  will  go  to  5CC,000  to  750.000  users  of 
hearing  aids.  It  Is  not  an  advertising  marazlne  but  one  of  serviee 
to  the  hard-of-hoaring,  sponsored  by  the  Hearing  Division  of 
Zenith  Radio  Corporation,  one  of  the  leading  hearing  aid  manu- 
facturers. It  will  bo  sent  without  cost  to  those  with  deficient 
hearing.  It  is  planned  to  be  " a raagazlne  of  Inforiaatlon  and 
inspiration," 

Ur,  Bernard  Baruch's  picture  showing  l.is  use  of  a hearing  aid  while 
testifying  before  a Congressional  Cnnmlttee  will  be  the  frontlspleoe. 
Among  other  articles,  the  magazine  will  carry  one  by  Dr,  Ciwa 
Griffiths,  Executive  Director  of  the  Hearing  Education  through 
Auditory  Research  (HEAR)  showing  the  use  of  hearing  aids  by 
children  as  young  as  one  and  a half  to  three  years,  Te  have  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  in  our  schools  who  are  regarded  es  backward 
and  mentally  deficient  because  they  do  not  hear  and,  therefore,  ere 
not  able  to  acquire  speech  as  children  of  normal  hearing  do.  En- 
closed herewith  phutostatlo  copy  of  the  introductory  paragraphs 
of  Dr,  Griffiths'  article. 

If  we  would  have  permission  to  reproduce  the  article,  "Teacher," 
from  Reader's  Digest  it  might  be  a source  of  encouragement  to 
many  who  must  overcome  deficient  hearing. 

The  format  of  the  "Better  Hearing"  magazine  will  be  24  pages, 
bv  10,  P.  columns  to  a page,  somewhat  similar  to  the  enclosed  tear 
sheet  from  a different  publication  in  appearance.  We,  of  oourse, 
realize  that  even  with  your  permieslon  it  will  be  necessary  to 
secure  permission  of  Reader's  Digest  “ " ' 

would  be  given  to  the  book,  your  comp 


BARtdt 

Bno, 


r;!' 


ROCKEFELLER  cEN  EER,  630  Fifth  Avdiuc,  j\t:w  York  20  • CABLE  ADDRESS  Essaudcss  • TELEPHONE  Circle 5-6400 


April  2ti, 


M1s8  Helen  laller 

Arcon  ^^idge  HD  1 
hijstport,  ^oraiecticut 

Dear  Nias  Sellar i 


We  are  planning  to  publish  in  the  Fall  of  ly56  a book  entitled  THE  LADIES  HOME 
JuURML  TREASURY,  an  anthology  of  the  best  Kriting  that  nas  appeared  in  "The  Ladies 
dome  Journal"  since  its  inception.  The  editorial  material  selected  oy  the  book's 
editor,  John  Mason  drown,  will  represent  the  work  of  more  than  bO  authors  and  will 
run  to  about  ^00  pages  of  text  plus  an  additional  6U  pages  of  pictures  in  color. 

Tne  Dook  will  probably  retail  at  a price  of  $7.50  with  a special  pre-publication 
price  of 

The  folloFTing  selection  (.which,  we  understand,  is  controlled  by  you)  has  been 
tentatively  selected  for  inclusion  in  this  book: 


After  carefully  considering  the  nature  and  the  length  of  each  of  the  more  than 
yO  contributions,  we  nave  decided  to  offer  *75^00  for  tne  rights  on  the  piece 
named  above.  This  fee,  which  is  proportionate  to  tne  length  of  the  piece,  would 
be  payable  on  or  before  publication  of  the  book.  Should  the  possibility  arise 
of  our  selling  any  rights  to  the  book  as  a whole  - such  as  sale  to  a book  club  - 
no  arrangement  will  be  made  without  further  compensation  to  you  on  a pro-rata 
basis. 

This  letter  has  been  prepared  in  duplicate  so  that  if  you  agree  to  the  inclusion 
of  the  above  selection  in  this  book,  sign  one  copy  in  the  space  provided  below  and 
return  it  to  me.  Also,  in  the  space  oelow,  if  there  are  different  credits  and/or 
copyright  information  from  the  original  copyright  which  "The  Ladies  Home  JoLirnal" 
took  out,  please  indicate  them.  Since  there  will  be  a short  paragraph  about  the 
author  of  each  piece,  perhaps  you  would  like  to  supply  us  with  such  a paragraph  or 
with  whatever  information  you  would  like  to  see  incluaed  in  it. 

If  you  do  not  control  the  rights  to  the  above  selection,  we  would  appreciate  your 
referring  us  to  the  proper  source.  And  thank  you. 


THE  WORLD  THROlfOH  THREE  SENSES 


Terms  accepted; 


Credits  and/or  copyright: 


(X,  cC 

c.  • 
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Instructor 


MARY  E.  OWEN 


• • • 


EDITOR 


DANSVILLE.  N.Y 

May  7,  1956 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Federation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
l5  West  l6th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

THE  INSTRUCTOR,  a magazine  for  elementary  school  teachers,  is  circulated  through- 
out the  United  States  and  to  some  extent  in  Canada  and  other  countries.  It  is 
found  in  70  percent  of  the  schools  in  the  United  States  and  is  read  by  more  than 
U00,000  teachers. 

Each  month  we  devote  our  editorial  page  to  a message  from  a guest  writer.  In  the 
past,  these  editorials  have  inspired  in  elementary  teachers  a keener  respect  and 
a greater  enthusiasm  for  their  work.  Y/e  feel  that  the  teacher's  position  is  one 
of  distinction,  and  through  hearing  from  great  leaders  in  other  fields,  she  realizes 
the  opportunities  that  are  hers  to  make  great  contributions  to  the  lives  of  her 
children. 

To  many  teachers  and  countless  children,  you  are  a national  heroine  who  has  con- 
tributed many  years  of  service  to  the  betterment  of  our  country,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  I know  that  you  would  have  a challenging  message  for  our  readers,  and 
THE  INSTRUCTOR  would  be  honored  to  have  you  prepare  a 500  word  editorial  on  the 
subject,  "American  Children  Must  Learn  to  Conquer  Themselves,"  or  any  other  topic 
you  would  feel  suitable. 

Because  THE  INSTRUCTOR,  like  many  professional  journals,  operates  on  a strict 
budget,  the  highest  honorarium  which  we  can  pay  is  $100.00.  Of  ccurse,  the  real 
rev/ard  for  you  will  be  the  opportunity  to  reach  this  large  group  of  splendid, 
hardworking  teachers  who  are  looking  for  guidance  and  inspiration. 

I am  sending  you  a copy  of  the  May  issue  of  THE  INSTRUCTOR  by  first  class  mail 
because  I assume  that  you  are  not  familiar  with  it.  On  page  19  you  will  find 
a guest  editorial  by  Sloan  ^'ilson. 

If  you  can  write  this  editorial  for  us,  we  should  like  to  receive  it  and  also 
your  photograph  and  uncreased  signature  by  June  10,  if  that  would  be  convenient 
for  you.  If  a later  date  would  suit  you  better,  please  let  me  know  what  that 
would  be. 

I shall  be  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  in  the  near  fliture  and  I hope  that 
your  decision  will  be  a favorable  one. 


Cordially  yours 


THE  INSTRUCTOR 


Editor 


MEO  :ra 


55  East  loth  Street 
New  York  3,  New  York 

June  7,  1956 

n 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  West  16th  Street 

New  York  11,  New  York  ^ ^ , 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

By  letter  of  May  U,  1956,  I inquired  viiether  you  and  a group  of 
other  persons  might  be  willing  to  participate  in  a discussion  about  the 
desirability  of  a new  effort  to  disseminate  all  available  information  in 
regard  to  the  destructiveness  of  modern  weapons  and  to  work  towards  Tini- 
versal  total  disarmament.  It  is  encouraging  that  a considerable  number 
of  those  to  vrtiom  my  letter  was  addressed  have  responded  favorably. 

I am  now  approaching  you  and  the  other  members  of  the  group  for  a 
different  reason.  I should  like  you  to  know  that  I have  been  subpoenaed  to 
appear  as  a witness  before  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities, 
apparently  in  connection  with  the  passport  case  in  which  I was  involved 
last  year.  At  that  time  I obtained  a passport  after  having  successfully 
challenged  in  Court  the  practices  of  the  State  Department.  Whatever  the 
outcome  of  my  hearing  before  the  Committee,  I know  that  there  is  nothing 
in  my  record  which  an  impartial  inquiry  could  possibly  find  un-American 
and  Tirtiich  would  ever  make  me  hesitate  to  join  in  efforts  for  the  strength- 
ening and  preservation  of  world  peace. 

I realize,  however,  that  in  the  present  political  climate  in  the 
United  States  the  mere  fact  of  my  appearance  before  the  House  Committee 
on  Un-American  Activities  may  cast  a shadow  over  the  project  about  vrtiich  I 
approached  you.  Since  anything  must  be  avoided  that  could  possibly  damage 
so  significant  an  undertaking,  I have  decided  to  disassociate  myself  from 
it.  I sincerely  hope  that  one  of  those  who  have  indicated  warm  interest 
in  the  project  will  wish  to  serve  in  the  position  of  temporary  Secretary 
which  I had  assianed;  I shall  welcome  any  suggestions  from  you. 

As  soon  as  the  results  of  the  original  inquiry  and  the  response 
to  the  present  letter  are  in  hand,  they  will  be  commtinicated  to  those  who 
have  offered  their  support . 


Sincerely  yours. 


Otto  Nathan 


33TaTS  of  ALB3ET  3IN3T3IN 


£ M.  s 


Miss  Helen  Keller 


55  Sast  10th  street 
New  York  3,  New  York 

May  11,  1956 


c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  Nest  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  KeljLer: 

Last  summer  seme  of  the  most  distinguished  scientists  of  the  world 
joined  in  signing  the  two  attached  statements,  in  which  they  called 
attention  to  the  destructiveness  of  modern  weapons.  They  urged  the 
governments  of  the  world  "to  refrain  from  the  use  of  power  as  an  ultimate 
means  of  statesmanship"  and  "to  find  peaceful  means  for  the  settlement 
of  all  matters  of  dispute  between  them."  Otherwise,  they  warned  mankind 
would  face  the  risk  of  universal  death  since  a war  waged  with  the  new 
weapons  might  quite  possibly  put  an  end  to  the  human  race. 

In  the  period  since  these  statements  were  published,  nuclear  and 
other  weapons  of  annihilation  have  mxiltiplied  both  in  numbers  and  de- 
structive capacity.  Yet  there  is  little  evidence  that  the  governments 
have  beceme  sufficiently  aware  of  the  terrifying  responsibility  they  bear 
for  the  survival  of  mankind  and  of  the  \jrgent  need  for  immediate  and  de- 
cisive steps  toward  the  abolition  of  war.  Nor  is  there  any  indication 
that  the  peoples  of  the  world  yet  realize  the  deadly  character  of  the 
weapons  now  available  and  of  the  danger  of  extemination  in  case  of  war. 

Under  the  circumstances,  an  informed  public  opinion  — the  ultimate 
source  of  government  action  — is  more  necessary  than  ever.  No  efforts 
should  be  spared  to  spread  as  widely  as  possible  the  warning  which  the 
scientists  issued  last  year.  Having  discussed  this  problem  for  sane  time 
with  a number  of  persons  in  order  to  discover  the  most  suitable  means 
for  publicizing  the  scientists'  views,  I have  decided  to  address  nyself 
directly  to  a few  outstanding  citizens,  in  the  hope  of  enlisting  their 
cooperation.  As  Albert  Einstein's  executor,  I have,  ever  since  his 
death,  felt  a special  responsibility  in  the  matter.  Albert  Einstein, 
long  before  the  atonic  age,  was  most  emphatic  in  advocating  the  abolition 
of  war  and  the  establishment  of  a supranational  agency  for  the  settlement 
of  conflicts  among  nations.  One  of  his  last  acts  in  life,  was  to  affix 
his  signatiire  to  one  of  the  two  statements  mentioned  before.  Since  I am 
convinced  that  he  would  have  wanted  to  lend  his  most  active  support  to  an 
educational  campaign  throughout  the  world  to  disseminate  the  disclosure 
of  the  unprecedented  effectiveness  of  nuclear  arms,  I should  like  to  see 
the  prestige  of  his  name  \jsed  in  a new  effort  towards  universal  disarma- 
ment and  the  abolition  of  war. 

This  letter  is  being  sent  to  the  five  American  scientists  vrtio  signed 
the  two  statements  issued  last  summer,  and  to  a small  number  of  additional 
scientists  and  other  personalities  who  are  named  on  the  attached  list.  I 


(cont ' d ) 
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should  appreciate  learning  from  you  whether  you  are  prepared  to  cooperate 
with  other  members  of  this  group  for  the  following  purposes:  (a)  to  make 

sure  that  the  American  people  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
scientists'  views  about  the  potential  impact  of  a future  war  upon  mankind, 
as  similar  efforts  are  being  made  in  the  other  coimtries  for  the  same 
purpose;  and  (b)  to  set  forth  the  course  of  action  which  the  nations  of 
the  world  must  adopt  to  guarantee  the  security  of  their  people  and  the 
survival  of  civilization.  Among  the  steps  that  might  be  considered  by 
such  a group  would  be  the  issuance  of  a new  statement  which  would  force- 
fully reiterate  the  views  pronounced  by  the  scientists  last  year  auid  for 

which  the  widest  possible  circulation  would  be  sought;  the  publication 

of  little  pamphlets  which  would  analyze  the  problem  of  arms  and  war  in 

non-technical  language;  the  distribution  to  members  of  Congress  of  new 
scientific  information  in  the  field  of  arms  and  war,  whenever  such  mate- 
rial becomes  available;  and  cooperation  with  similar  groups  in  other 
countries. 

Any  comments  which  you  would  like  to  make  about  the  project  suggested 
in  this  letter  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  It  would  be  helpful  if  you 
could  also  indicate  whether  aind  when  you  might  be  able  to  attend  an  explor- 
atory meeting  with  those  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed,  either  in  New 
York  or  in  some  more  centrally  located  city.  I shall  attend  to  the  neces- 
sary correspondence  and  to  whatever  preparations  may  become  desirable  until 
the  group  itself  is  able  to  designate  one  of  its  members  or  an  outside 
person  to  act  as  its  representative.  This  letter  is  not  being  publicized 
in  any  way  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  avoid  publicity  until  the  group 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  decide  what  steps,  if  any,  it  wishes  to  take. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Otto  Nathan 
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Doctor  Emily  Greene  Balch 
Wellesley,  Massachusetts 

Doctor  Chester  I.  Barnard 
52  Gramercy  Park  North 
New  York  10,  New  York 

Professor  George  W.  Beadle 
San  Pasqual  Street 
Pasadena  3>  California 

Mr.  Laird  Bell 

135  South  La  Salle  Street 

Chicago,  Illinois 

President  Sarah  G.  Blinding 
Vassar  College 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York 

Professor  Felix  Bloch 
Department  of  Physics 
Stanford  University 
California 

Professor  Percy  W.  Bridgman 
Jefferson  Physical  Laboratory 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Professor  Harrison  Scott  Brown 
California  Institute  of  Technology 
Pasadena,  California 

Mr.  Charles  C.  Burlingham 
860  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 

Doctor  Henry  J.  Cadbury 
Pendle  Hill 

Wallingford,  Pennsylvania 

Professor  A.  J.  Carlson 
University  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Dean  David  F.  Cavers 
20  Oakland  Street 
Lexington,  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Grenville  Clark 
Dublin 

New  Hampshire 

Professor  Arthur  H.  Compton 
625  South  Skinker  Boulevard 
St.  Louis  5,  Missouri 


Professor  Edward  U.  Condon 
2938  Avalon  Avenue 
Berkeley  California 

Mr.  Norman  Cousins 
The  Saturday  Review 
25  West  45th  Street 
New  York  36,  New  York 

Mrs . Helen  Gahagan  Douglas 

983  Park  Avenue 

New  York  28,  New  York 

Professor  L.  C.  Bunn 
635  West  247th  Street 
New  York  Tl,  New  York 

Professor  John  F.  Enders 

300  Longwood 

Boston  19,  Massachusetts 

Doctor  Abraham  Flexner 
995  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York 

Professor  James  Franck 
1155  East  57th  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Bean  Erwin  N.  Griswold 
Harvard  Law  School 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Doctor  Robert  M.  Hutchins 
1 East  ^kth  Street 
New  York  22,  New  York 

Professor  Howard  Mumford  Jones 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Waldemar  Kaempfert 
The  New  York  Times 
229  West  43rd  Street 
New  York  36,  New  York 

Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street  Inc 

New  York  11,  New  York 

Miss  Freda  Kirchwey 
37  Washington  Square  West 
New  York  11,  New  York 
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Professor  Alfred  L.  Kroeber 
University  of  California 
Berkeley  k,  California 

Professor  P.  Kusch 
375  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  25,  New  York 

Doctor  Ralph  E.  Lapp 
Arlington  Towers 
Arlington,  Virginia 

Professor  Fritz  A-  Lipmann 
100  Revere  Street 
Boston  l4,  Massachusetts 

Professor  Helen  M.  lynd 
75  Central  Park  West 
New  York  23,  New  York 

President  John  A.  MacKay 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 

Professor  Archibald  MacLeish 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Professor  Kirtley  P.  Mather 
Geological  Museum 
22  Oxford  Street 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Doctor  Alexander  Meiklejohn 
1525  La  Loma  Avenue 
Berkeley  8,  California 

Mrs.  Agnes  E.  Meyer 

1624  Crescent  Place,  North  West 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Doctor  Alfred  E.  Mirsky 
Rockefeller  Institute 
66  Street  and  York  Avenue 
New  York  21,  New  York 

Doctor  Philip  C.  Morse 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Cambridge,  Msissachusetts 

Professor  Hermann  J.  Muller 
Indiana  University 
Bloomington,  Indiana 


Mr.  Lewis  I^mford 
Amenia,  New  York 

Doctor  J.  Robert  Oppenheimer 
Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
100  Maryland  Avenue 
Washington  2,  D.  C. 

Professor  Linus  C.  Pauling 
3500  East  Fairpont  Street 
Pasadena  8,  California 

Professor  Ralph  Barton  Perry 
985  Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Clarence  E.  Pickett 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
20  South  12th  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania 

Dean  James  A.  Pike 
Cathedral  Heights 
New  York  25,  New  York 

Mr.  Sumner  T.  Pike 

Lubeck 

Maine 

Doctor  Edward  M.  Purcell 
5 Wright  Street 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
211  East  62nd  Street 
New  York  21,  New  York 

Professor  Harlow  Shapley 
Harvard  College  Observatory 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Rabbi  Abba  Hillel  Silver 
The  Temple 

East  105th  Street  and  Ansel  Road 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Professor  Cyril  S.  Smith 

5735  South  Kenwood 
Chicago  37,  Illinois 


- 3 


Professor  Wendel  M.  Stanley 
220  The  Uplands 
Berkeley,  California 

Professor  Harold  C.  Urey 
4900  Greenwood  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Professor  Oswald  Veblen 
Institute  for  Advanced  Study 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 

Professor  George  Wald 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Mr.  James  P.  Warburg 
70  East  45th  Street 
New  York  I7,  New  York 

Mr.  Ernest  T.  Weir 
Grant  Building 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Professor  Victor  F.  Weisskopf 
36  Arlington  Street 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Professor  Norbert  Wiener 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Professor  Sewall  Wright 
3905  Council  Crest 
Madison  Wisconsin 


"We,  the  undersigned,  are  scientists  of  different  countries, 
different  races,  different  denominations  and  different  political 
convictions . 


"The  only  thing  that  binds  us--on  the  surface--is  the  Nobel 
prize  which  we  have  the  honor  to  possess.  It  was  with  enthusiasm 
that  we  became  servants  of  science.  We  believe  it  a way  to  happy 
life.  We  are  terrified  to  see  that  this  science  gives  mankind 
instruments  to  destory  itself. 

"Full  use  in  wartime  of  all  weapons  available  would  contaminate 
this  earth  with  radiation  sufficient  to  destroy  entire  nations. 

"This  kind  of  death  can  hit  the  neutrals  as  well  as  the  combating 
parties  should  a war  break  out  between  the  major  powers. 

"Who  can  guarantee  that  such  a war  would  not  develop  into  such 
a deadly  fight? 

"Thus,  a nation  which  engages  in  a deadly  war  invites  disaster 
for  itself  and  endangers  the  whole  world. 

"We  do  not  deny  that  perhaps  today  fear  of  these  lethal  weapons 
maintains  peace. 

"But  in  spite  of  this,  we  believe  that  a government  betrays 
itself  by  thinking  that  fear  of  these  weapons  will  prevent  wars  for 
a long  time.  Fear  and  tension  have  often  led  to  wars.  We  also  believe 
it  is  wrong  to  speculate  that  smaller  conflicts  would  continue  to  be 
solved  by  the  use  of  conventional  weapons. 


"In  extreme  danger,  no  nation  will  refrain  from  using  a weapon 
which  science  can  help  to  produce. 


"All  nations  must  come  to  the  conclusion  to  refrain  from  the  use 
of  power  as  an  ultimate  means  of  statesmanship.  If  they  won't  do  this 
they  will  cease  to  exist." 

(signed) 


KURT  ADLER,  Germany 

MAX  BORN,  England 

ADOLPH  BUTENANDT,  Germany 

ARTHUR  H.  COMPTON,  United  States 

GERHARD  DOMACK,  Germany 

HANS  VON  EULER- CHELPIN,  Sweden 

OTTO  HAHN,  Germany 

GEORGE  DE  HEVESY,  Denmark  and  Sweden 

WERNER  HEISENBERG,  Germany 

RICHARD  KUHN,  Germany 

FRITZ  A.  LIPMANN,  United  States 

PAUL  MUELLER,  Switzerland 

HERMANN  J.  MULLER,  United  States 


LEOPOLD  RUZICKA,  Switzerland 
FREDERICK  SODDY,  England 
HERMANI\T  STAUDINGER,  Germany 
WENDELL  M.  STANLEY,  United 
States 

HIDEKI  YUKAWA,  Japan 


y 


STATEMENT  BY  NINE  TOP  SCIENTISTS  FOR  OUTLAWING  WAR 

(Issued  on  July  9,  1955) 

In  the  tragic  situation  which  confronts  humanity,  we  feel  that  scientists  should  as- 
semble in  conference  to  appraise  the  perils  that  have  arisen  as  a result  of  the  development 
of  weapons  of  mass  destruction  .and  to  discuss  a resolution  in  the  spirit  of  the  appended 
draft. 

^Ve  are  speaking  on  this  occasion,  not  as  members  of  this  or  that  nation,  continent  or 
creed,  but  as  human  beings,  members  of  the  species  of  man,  whose  continued  existence  is 
in  doubt.  The  world  is  full  of  conHicts;  and.  overshadowing  all  minor  conflicts,  the  ti- 
tanic struggle  between  communism  and  anti-communism. 

Almost  everybody  who  is  politically  conscious  has  strong  feelings  about  one  or  more  of 
these  issues;  but  we  want  you,  if  you  can,  to  set  aside  such  feelings  and  consider  yourselves 
only  as  members  of  a biological  species  which  has  had  a remarkable  history,  and  whose  dis- 
appearance none  of  us  can  desire. 

Appeals  to  No  Single  Group 

We  shall  try  to  say  no  single  word  which  should  appeal  to  one  group  rather  than  to 
another.  All,  equally,  are  in  peril,  and,  if  the  peril  is  understood,  there  is  hope  that  they 
may  collectively  avert  it. 

We  have  to  learn  to  think  in  a new  way.  We  have  to  learn  to  ask  ourselves,  not  what 
steps  can  be  taken  to  give  military  victory  to  whatever  group  we  prefer,  for  there  no  longer 
are  such  steps;  the  only  question  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  is;  what  steps  can  be  taken  to 
prevent  a military  contest  of  which  the  issue  must  be  disastrous  to  all  parties? 

The  general  public,  and  even  many  men  in  position  of  authority,  have  not  realized 
what  would  be  involved  in  a war  with  nuclear  bombs.  The  general  public  still  thinks  in 
terms  of  the  obliteration  of  cities.  It  is  understood  that  the  new  bombs  are  more  powerful 
than  the  old,  and  that,  w'hile  one  A-bomb  could  obliterate  Hiroshima,  one  H-bomb  could 
obliterate  the  largest  cities,  such  as  London,  New  York  and  Moscow. 

No  doubt  in  an  H-bomb  war  great  cities  would  be  obliterated.  But  this  is  one  of  the 
minor  disasters  that  would  have  to  be  faced.  If  everybody  in  London,  New  York  and  Mos- 
cow were  exterminated  the  world  might,  in  the  course  of  a few  centuries  recover  from  the 
blow.  But  we  now  know,  especially  since  the  Bjkini  test,  that  nuclear  bombs,  can  gradually 
spread  destruction  over  a very  much  wider  area  than  had  been  supposed. 

The  Power  of  New  Bombs 

It  is  stated  on  very  good  authority  that  a bomb  can  now  be  manufactured  which  will  be 
2,500  times  as  powerful  as  that  which  destroyed  Hiroshima. 

Such  a bomb,  if  exploded  near  the  ground  or  under  water,  sends  radioactive  particles 
into  the  upper  air.  They  sink  gradually  and  reach  the- surface  of  the  earth  in  the  form  of 
a deadly  dust  or  rain.  It  was  this  dust  which  infected  the  Japanese  fishermen  and  their  catch 
of  fish. 

No  one  knows  how  widely  such  lethal  radioactive  particles  might  be  diffused,  but  the 
best  authorities  are  unanimous  in  saying  that  a war  with  H-bombs  might  quite  possibly 
put  an  end  to  the  human  race.  It  is  feared  that  if  many  H-bombs  are  used  there  will  be 

universal  death  — sudden  only  for  a minority,  but  for  the  majority,  a slow  torture  of  disease 

and  disiintegration. 

Many  warnings  have  been  uttered  by  eminent  men  of  science  and  by  the  authorities 
in  military  strategy.  None  of  them  will  say  that  the  worst  results  arc  certain.  What  they 
do  say  is  that  these  results  arc  possible,  and  no  one  can  be  sure  that  they  will  not  be 
realized.  We  have  not  yet  found  that  the  views  of  experts  on  this  question  depend  in  any 
degree  upon  their  politics  or  prejudices.  They  depend  only,  so  far  as  our  researches  have  re- 
vealed, upon  the  extent  of  the  particular  expert's  knowledge.  We  have  found  that  the 
men  who  know  most  are  the  most  gloomy. 

Here,  then  is  the  problem  which  we  present  to  you,  stark  and  dreadful,  and  inescap- 
able: shall  we  put  an  end  to  the  human  race;  or  shall  mankind  renounce  war?  People 

will  not  face  this  alternative  because  it  is  so  difficult  to  abolish  war. 


The  abolition  of  war  will  demand  distasteful  limitations  of  national  sovereignty.  Rut 
what  perhaps  impedes  understanding  of  the  situation  more  than  anything  else  is  that  the 
term  ’'mankind”  feels  vague  and  abstract.  People  scarcely  realize  in  imagination  that  the 
danger  is  to  themselves  and  their  children  and  their  grandchildren,  and  not  only  to  a dimly 
apprehended  humanity.  They  can  scarcely  bring  themselves  to  grasp  that  they,  individually, 
and  those  whom  they  love  are  in  imminent  danger  of  perishing  agonizingly.  And  .so  they 
hope  that  perhaps  war  may  be  allowed  to  continue  provided  modern  weapons  are  pro- 
hibited. 

An  Illusory  Hope 

This  hope  is  illusory.  Whatever  agreements  not  to  use  H-bombs  had  been  reached  in 
time  of  peace,  they  would  no  longer  be  considered  binding  in  time  of  war.  and  both  sides 
would  set  to  work  to  manufacturer  H-bombs  as  soon  as  war  broke  out,  for,  if  one  side 
manufactured  the  bombs  and  the  other  did  not,  the  side  that  manufactured  them  would 
inevitably  be  victorious. 

Although  an  agreement  to  renounce  nuclear  weapons  as  part  of  a general  reduction  of 
armaments*  would  not  afford  an  ultimate  solution,  it  would  serve  certain  important  pur- 
poses. 

First:  any  agreement  between  East  and  West  is  to  the  good  in  so  far  as  it  tends  to 
diminish  tension.  Second:  the  abolition  of  thermonuclear  weapons,  if  each  side  believed 
that  the  other  had  carried  it  out  sincerely,  would  lessen  the  fear  of  a sudden  attack  in  the 
style  of  Pearl  Harbor,  which  at  present  keeps  both  sides  in  a state  of  nervous  apprehension. 
We  should  therefore,  welcome  such  an  ag^eemnt,  though  only  as  a first  step. 

Most  of  us  are  not  neutral  in  feelings,  but,  as  human  beings,  we  have  to  remember 
that,  if  the  issues  between  East  and  West  are  to  be  decided  in  any  manner  that  can  give 
any  possible  satisfaction  to  anybody,  whether  Communist,  whether  Asian  or  European  or 
American,  whether  white  or  blacky  then  the  issues  must  not  be  decided  by  war.  We 
should  wish  this  to  be  understood,  both  in  the  East  and  in  the  West. 

There  lies  before  us,  if  we  choose,  continual  progress  in  happiness,  knowledge  and  wis- 
dom. Shall  we,  instead,  choose  death,  because  we  cannot  forget  ouf  quarrels?  We  appeal, 
as  human  beings,  to  human  beings:  remember  your  humanity  and  forget  the  rest.  If  you 
can  do  so,  the  way  lies  open  to  a new  paradise;  if  you  cannot,  there  lies  before  you  the 
risk  of  universal  death. 

Resolution 

We  invite  this  congress  ^to  be  convened],  and  through  it  the  scientists  of  the  world 
and  the  general  public,  to  subscribe  to  the  following  resolution: 

“In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  any  future  world  war  nuclear  weapons  will  certainly  be 
employed,  and  that  such  weapons  threaten  the  continued  existence  of  mankind,  we  urge 
the  Governments  of  the  world  to  realize,  and  to  acknowledge  publicly,  that  their  purposes 
cannot  be  furthered  by  a world  war,  and  we  urge  them,  consequently,  to  find  peaceful 
means  for  the  settlement  of  all  matters  of  dispute  between  them.” 

Prof.  Percy  W.  Bridgman. 

Albert  Einstein. 

Prof.  Leopold  Infold. 

Prof.  Hermann  Jo.seph  Muller. 

Prof.  Cecil  F.  l^owell. 

Prof.  Joseph  Rotblat. 

Bertrand  Rus.sell. 

l*rof.  Hideki  Yukawa. 

Prof.  Frederic  Joliot-Curie. 

I'hcse  signers  include  7 Nobel  Prize  winners— one  of  whom  (Prof.  Infold)  is  in  Com- 
munist Poland. 


•professor  Muller  makes  the  reservation  that  this  be  taken  to  mean  “a  concomitant  balanced  reduction 
of  all  armaments.’’ 

•&Profcssor  Joliot-Curie  makes  the  reservations  that  governments  should  renounce  war  "as  a 
means  of  settling  differences  between  states”  and  that  “Iimit.ations  of  national  sovereignty  should  be  agreed 
to  by  all,  and  be  in  the  interests  of  all.” 


Additional  copies  of  this  statement — at  Ic  apiece — can  be  obtained  from: 


COPY 


ACADEMY  OF  MOTION  PICTURE  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES 


9038  Melrose  Avenue 

Hollj'wood,  46,  Calif.  June  12,  1956 


IfisE  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Routejj^l 

Westport,  Conn. 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Academy  vdshes  to  present  to 
you  personally  a duplicate  of  the  Academy  Award  statuette 
voted  by  our  members  to  "Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story"  as 
the  Best  Feature  Length  Documentary  Film  of  1955- 

Our  Governors  unanimously  expressed  their 
admiration  for  the  courage  and  dedication  of  your  life. 

In  recognition  of  your  valiant  spirit,  an  inspiration  to  all 
humanity,  we  want  you  to  have  for  yourself,  this  symbol 
that  the  legend  of  a Great  Lady  became  a great  and  a 
beautifilL  motion  picture. 


Most  Sincerely, 

(signed)  George  Seaton 
President 


Handy  Assoeialcs 

I N C.  (Oet-AWARC) 

Kosoarch  C oiisu Ita ii Is 


27  0 Park  Avenue 
New  Vork  17,  N.Y. 
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July  2,  1956 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Route  1 

Westport,  Connecticut 
Dear  Miss  Keller: 

A top  job  for  a top  merchandising  woman  — at 
a salary  of  ;530,000  to  .'|p40,000.  She  must  be  capable  of 
assuming  the  Vice  Presidency  of  a leading  manufacturer 
in  a field  related  to  jewelry. 

The  age  may  be  from  twenty-eight  to  forty-two. 

She  must  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  high- 
style  commodities  and  of  imaginative  methods  of  sales 
premotion.  She  should  possess  an  intuitive  flair  for 
styling,  a keen  sense  of  beauty  and  fine  quality,  and  a 
feeling  for  what  will  sell.  At  the  same  time,  she  must 
be  dynamic  enough  to  maintain  her  leadership  in  a high- 
ly cempetitive,  mill ti -mi  11  ion  dollar  industry. 

This  is  an  xmusual  opportunity  for  a woman.  Due 
to  your  interest  in  challenging  executive  jobs  for  out- 
standing women,  it  occu.rred  to  me  that  you  might  be  able 
to  suggest  the  right  candidate. 


DG:msc 


Joseph  Lewis 


Purdys,  Nev/  York 


July  5,  1956 


Dear  Helen: 

Last  Week,  Cscar  Derger  the  artist  and  car'cat- 
urist,  was  at  niy  home. 

He,  as  you  know,  has  done  caricatures  of  Roosevelt, 
Truman,  '^^isenhower , Churchill,  Pden  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt, 
etc. 

I asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  made  a drawing 
of  you,  and  he  said  no.  If  you  would  like  to  have 
him  make  one,  of  course  without  any  obligation  to  you, 
let  me  know  and  I will  have  him  communicate  with  you. 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  Folly,  I am 


F.S.  Oscar  Berger  has  already  had  two  books  of  his 
drawings  published  by  Harpers. 


Sincerely, 


Jq;Jeph  'Lewis 


r ■ 


July  5,  1956 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
% Doubleday  & Company 
Garden  City,  Hew  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller^ 

I am  enclosing  an  outline  of  a play 
being  offered  for  production  on  television,  which  I 
believe  holds  great  interest  for  you.  The  play  deals 
with  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  your  teacher  and  close  com- 
panion of  many  years. 

The  story,  told  from  the  viewpoint  of 
young  Anne  Sullivan,  begins  on  the  day  Miss  Sullivan 
arrives,  tired  and  dispirited,  after  a long  and  tedious 
journey,  in  Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  on  Wednesday,  March  3, 
1887,  to  serve  as  tutor  and  companion  to  a child  she 
had  never  met--Helen  Keller,  then  seven  years  old. 

I am  submitting  this  outline  to  you  in 
the  hope  it  will  meet  v/ith  your  approval. 

Need  I say,  I would  appreciate  greatly 
any  suggestions  you  might  care  to  make  that  would  im- 
prove the  story  in  any  way. 


Sincerely,  . 
Sam  Redmond . 


67-10  108th  Street 
Forest  Hills  75,  New  York 


Submitted  by: 

Sam  Reumond 

67-10  lO^^th  Street 

Forest  Hills  75,  U.Y. 


THT.  HELP-N  KI^LTJR  STORY 
^\(VK.CiV"5, 

Our  scene  opens  on  a young  woman 
in  B coach  on  a train  heBding  south  on  the  wny  to 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama.  She  travels  alone.  She  sits,  apart 
from  the  other  passengers,  leaning  against  the  worn, 
faded,  upholstered  back  of  the  car  seat,  a writing 
tablet  in  her  lap,  a pencil  in  her  hand,  making  entries 
in  a diary. 

It  has  been  a long  and  tiresome  journey  for  her 
(she  has  htd  to  change  trains  five  times)  and  she  is 
tired,  discouraged  end  far  from  home.  Her  face  is  streak- 
ed with  dirt  and  her  clothes  covered  with  dust. 

At  Tuscurabis,  she  -.s  met  at  the  station  by  James 
Aeller,  Captain  Keller's  oldest  child  and  Helen's  half- 
brother. 

Arriving  at  the  Keller  home  after  a short  trip  in 
a horse  drawn  carriage,  she  spies  a child  of  seven 
standing  in  the  doorway,  staring  vacantly  into  spage, 
her  brown  hair  uncombed.  The  child  is  Helen  Keller,  who 
is  blind  and  deaf. 

Anne  notes  in  her  diary  dn  seeing  Helen:  "I  had 
expected  to  see  a pale,  delicate  child,  flut  there  was 
nothing  pitle  or  delicate  about  this  child...." 

Anne  decides  she  likes  Tuscumbie " . . .The  smell  of 
ploughed  fields  is  refreshing.  And  the  blossoming  fruit 
trees  all  around  ere  a delight  to  the  eye...."  But  her 
first  meeting  with  Helen  doesn't  come  off  well.  As  she 
stoops  to  embrace  Helen,  Helen  rejects  her.  She  snatches 
Anne's  bag  away  from  tionsxher  and  when  iirs.  -“-eller  tries 
to  retrieve  the  bag,  Helen  flies  into  a rage. 

After  supper,  Anne  observes  in  her  diary" Helen 

is  a beautiful  child.  She  has  a good  mind.... "and  concludes 
"If  I'm  to  do  anything  with  her  at  all,  I must  first 
win  her  love " 
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The  next  morning  Anne  gives  Helen  a doll 
inscribed i 

TO  HLLEli  WITH  LOVT.,  taT'RA 
BRIDJU\.U  mV  Hf.R  FRIENDS, 

PERKINS  INSTITUTION  OP  THE 
BLIx.D,  TEWKSBUliY,  iiAGSACHUSE'^TS. 

She  realizes  Helen  has  no  idea  what  a doll  is 
and  she  decides  to  teech  Helen  the  finger  alphabet, 
which  all  blind  and  deaf  children  are  required  to  know. 
She  places  the  doll  in  Helen's  hand  and  after  Helen  has 
played  with  the  doll  awhile,  takes  Helen, by  the  hand 
and  spells  into  it,  by  way  of  the  finger  alphabet; 


D-O-L-L 


Again  she  spells; 

D-O-L-L 

She  takes  Helen's  hand  and  by  signs  makes 
Helen  understand  that  she  wants  her  to  spell  the  word 
back  ^0  her. 

For  a moment  Helen  hesitates.  Then  into 
Anne's  hand,  she  spells; 

D-O-L-L 

Encouraged,  Anne  is  prepared  to  go  wa  with 
the  less^ons.  She  picks  up  a shoe  from  the  floor,  but 
before  handing  the  shoe  to  Helen,  takes  the  doll  from 
her, but  Helen  mistaking  hr  intentions,  goes  into  a 
tantrum.  This  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  "...The 
child  is  completely  spoiled.  She  does  exactly  as  she 
pleases,  whenever  she  pleases;  and  no  one  dares  raise 
a hand  to  stop  her...." 

A few  days  later  the  Keller  family  and  Anne 
are  sitting  down  to  breakfast  when  Helen  enters.  The 
has  been  playing  in  the  mud.  Dirty,  unkempt,  she  reaches 
out  with  grimy  fingers  and  removes  a morsel  of  food  from 
her  father's  plate,  which  she  proceeds  to  gu|>p  down. 

Shocked,  Anne  is  ready  to  stop  her,  but  James 
tells  her  not  to.  There's  no  telling,  he  says,  what  kind 
of  a tantrum  she'd  give  off  with  if  Anne  were  to  stop  her. 
However,  when  Helen  comes  to  Anne's  plate,  Anne  refuses 
to  let  Hkben  remove  any  food  from  her  plate  and  there  is 
a struggle.  The  family  is  upse*'.  They  are  afraid  Anne 
is  hurting  the  child.  Anne  insists  she  is  not  hurting 
the  child.  She  must  learn  how  to  act  like  a Irdy,  she 
insi St  s. 
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In  despair,  they  rush  from  the  room  and  Anne, 
alone  with  Helen  now,  lockr.  the  door,  and  continues  eat- 
ing by  herself.  He '.en  throws  herself  on  the  floor  and  has 
8 tantrum.  Anne  ignores  her.  After  awhile, she  stops  her 
tantrums  and  feels  her  way  around  the  table  and  finding  no 
one  there  but  Anne,  is  completely  bewildered.  Somewhat 
chastened,  she  sits  down  at  the  table  and  starts  to  eat 
with  her  fingers,  but  Anne  stops  her.  She  insistsK  Helen 
eat  with  a spoon.  But  Helen  promptly  throws  the  spoon  on 
the  floor.  Anne  makes  h<  r get  out  of  the  chair  and  pick  up 
spoon  from  the  floor.  Again  ^^elen  throws  the  spoon  on  the 
floor,  but  Anne  is  insistent;  until,  finally,  Helen  yields 
and  finishes  eating;  whereupon  Anne  lets  her  out  into  the 
sunshine  to  play. 

ihis  incident  iu-s  a profound  ef f ect^nj^nne  and, 
after  giving  the  matter  serious  thought,  she^IrfsTf  take 
Helen  off  by  herself  somewhere,  away  from  the  family.  There 
16  entirely  too  much  interference  and  they  are  unable  to 
concentrate  properly,  i-^s  a result,  Helen  is  not  making  as 
rapid  progress  as  she  shouiifl.  Besides,  Helen,  bolstered  by 
her  family, opposes  Anne;  and  because  she  knows  Anne  is  the 
stronger  of  the  two,  now  offers  passive  resistence.  She  has 
lost  interest  in  everything  around  her.  '"hey  study,  they 
plan,  they  prepare  themselves  for  a task;  and  when  the  time 
comes  for  Helen  to  do  it,  she  does  it  only  because  Anne 
requires  it  of  her  and  not  because  she  wants  to  please  Anne 
or  herself.  As  Anne  says:  "What  good  is  all  my  teaching  if 
there  is  no  love  between  us..." 

Anne  brings  up  the  questxon  taking  Helen  away 
with  her  and  both  Captain  and  lire.  Heller  are  shocked. 
After  some  argument,  Anne  convinces  them  tha*^  she  is  on  the 
right  track,  ihere  is  an  old  vine-cpvered  cottage  near  the 
old  Keller  homestead  and  the  Kellers  arrange  for  Anne  and 
Helen  to  stay  there,  i’ood  is  to  be  brought  in  to  them/ 

At  first,  Helen  resents  being  torn  sway  from 
familiar  surroundings.  She  day  they  arrive  she  kicks  and 
screams  herself  into  a stupor;  but  when  supper  is  brought, 
she  eats  heartily  and  seems  brighter;  although  she  refuses 
to  let  Anne  touch  her. 

That  night,  Helen  undresses  in  a somber  mood. 

1^Alen  she  feels  Anne  get  into  bed  with  her,  she  jumps  out 
on  the  other  side,  and  nothing  Anne  could  do  would  make 
her  get  back  in  again.  Afraid  she  would  take  cold,  Anne 
insists  she  get  back  into  bed,  but  Helen  resists.  They 
hove  a tussle  that  lasts  for  nearly  two  hours  and  finally 
Helen  yields. 
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The  next  morning  Helen  is  a different  child. 

She  is  quieter  and  more  docile.  Every  once  in  a while, 
she  goes  to  the  door,  as  if  expecting  someone,  and 
touches  her  cheek,  which  xs  the  sign  for  her  mother, and 
shakes  her  head  sadly.  That  day  she  plays  with  her  dolls 
and  would  have  nothing  to  oo  with  /vnne. 

At  last  the  day  arrives  when  everything  changes. 
"My  heart  is  singing  for  joy  this  morning,"  Anne  writes  in 
her  diary.  "A  miracle  has  happened.  The  light  of  under- 
standing has  at  last  shone  upon  ray  little  pupil's  mind,  and 
behold!,  all  things  are  changed!  The  wild  little  creature 
of  two®  weeks  ago  has  been  transformed  into  a gentle  child 
She  sits  by  me  as  I write. .. .serene  and  happy...." 

However  "She  lets  me  kiss  her  now!! . . . ."but  she 
does  not  ret':rn  my  caresses...." 

Anne  reports  "Progress  has  been  fairly  rapid 
now  that  she  understands  the  meaning  ofCbedience.  This 
week  she  has  letrned  several  nouns.  "Ic-U-G"  and  "M-I-L-K" 
give  her  the  most  trouble.  When  she  spells  "mug",  she  makes 
the  sign  for  pouring  or  drinking. .. .She  has  no  idea  every- 
thing has  a name..." 

Then  they  return  to  the  big  house  to  be  with  the 
family.  In  order  not  to  lose  the  ground  she  has  gained  at 
the  cottage,  Anne  insists  an  teaching  them  all  the  manual 
alphabet  so  they  could  be  in  contact  with  Helen.  The  family 
is  willing  to  coopeate. 

One  morning "I  believe  i had  mentioned  once 

before  that  the  worcs  "mug"  and  "milk"  give  Helen  more 
trouble  than  any  other  words.  She  confuses  the  nouns  with 
the  verba  "drink".  She  does  not  know  the  word  for  "drink". 
She  goes  through  the  pantomime  of  drinking  whenever  she 
spells  "mug"  or  "milk".  This  morning,  while  washing  her- 
self, she  wanted  the  know  the  name  for  water.  When  she 
wants  to  know  the  name  for  anything,  she  points  to  it  and 
pats  my  hand . . ." 

"....It  occurred  to  me  with  the  help  of  this  new 
word  I might  succeed  in  straightening  out  the  "mug-milk" 

difficulty I led  Helen  put  to  the  pump  in  the  yard  and 

had  her  hold  her  hand  under  the  spout  while  I pumped.  As 
the  cold  water  gushed  forth  filling  the  mug,  I spelled 

"W-A-T-E-R 


"The  word  coming  so  close  upon  *he  sensation  of 
c >ld  water  rushing  over  her  hand  stunned  her.  She  dropped 
the  mug  and,  turning  to  me,  spelled  over  and  over: 


W-A-T-E-R 
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"!Ehen  dropping  to  the  ground 
for  its  nnme.  I spelled: 


she  asked 


•TtA-R-T-H 


"She  pointed  to  the  purap.  I spelled: 

"P-Um;  -p 

^«ck  to  the  house,  Helen  pointed  to 
everything  she  touched  and  had  me  spell  it  for  hhrr...? 

Oreatl^  encouraged,  Anne  writes "This  day 

for  me  shall  always  be  a day  of  great  rejoicing.  For  it 
IS  on  this  day  ray  little  pupil  at  last  learned  that  there 
IS  a jce^,  to  the  terrible  dark  and  soundless  universe 

spirit  has  been  beating  itself  out 
and  that  there  is  beauty  and  even  harmony  in  it,  where 
heretofore,  she  had  known  only  chaos.,,,"  * 


Anne  thought  her  joy  was  complete,  bu+  that  nifjht. 
8B  they  prepare  for  bed,  Helen  for  the  first  time,  ^ 
her  own  accord,  as  she  climbed  into  bed,  snuggled  up  close 
to  Anne  and,  suddenly,  throwing  her  arms 
kissed  her- -and  they  embrace.... 


and 

snuggled 
around  Anne, 


6, Rue  Leconte  de-Lisle 
Pa  r I s 16' 


July  7,i956 


Aut  55-2S 

Helen  darling  and  polly  darling; 


My  firteen  days  of  unsalted 

and  unbuttered  vegetables  and  the  purges  of  sulfa  etc  have  left 
me  Beak  but  puRE  and  now  that  p am  so  pure  p don't  know  quite  what 
to  do  about  it,  for  when  p begin  to  eat  julia's  food  again,  p won't 
be  so  pure  but  p hope  p will  feel  stronger  and  more  willing  to  cope 
with  the  neccessitles  of  life,  p have  been  writing  you  letter^in 
ray  head,  for  days  for  p have  much  to  tell  --  and  tell  is  the  v;ord 
for  it  is  on  the  gossip  order  and  is  perhaps  better  in  the  telling 
than  in  the  writing,  so  p will  leave  the  rather  unpleasant  story 
about  pngalls  and  the  sad  little  story  about  m^**  ( they 

invited  me  to  a lovely  last  dinner  party  j and  go  on  with  the  bus- 
iness of  this  letter  before  p get  the  urge  to  return  to  my  bed  agam 


pst.  letter  to  Michel  spmon  which  arrived  yesterday  was 

fowarded  at  once  to  his  address  in  Noisy-le  Grand,  p phoned  our 
Disnimont  and  lound  that  he  too  was  suffering  from  inflamned  nerves 


2nd.  D°  you  know  that  in  the  June  number  of  SElection  'prench 
readBBS  Dise^t  > there  is  a condensation  of  book  , 

'Teacher' . p have  heard  that  the  book  has  been  translated 
into  prench  and  as  soon  as  p feel  up  to  it  p will  see  if  p 
can  get  a copy. 

3 --  p am  so  bothered  and  annoyed  that  the  Atlantic  Ti’an^orts  ,iiid 
not  follow  my  instructions  to  have  all  bills  re"C'the"'H^e^ ^ 
Keller  bronze. sent  to  me.  p have  just  heard  that  mr.  Barnett 
had  to  pay  for  the  'D^ty,  clearance  and  delivery  of  said  bust, 
p have  written  to  mi*  Barnett  and  asked  him  to  send  this  bill 
to  N.S.  Bienstock  who  will  reimburse  him.  please  see  that  he 
does  so,  p also  wrote  to  Bienstock  about  this. 


Karriman  is  about  to  buy  the  Roosevelt  and  for  a considerable 
sum.  Jacques  it  seems  got  the  lawyers  busy,  p must  confess  it 
rather  depresses  me  for  p would  rather  have  the  enthusiasm 
of  it  than  the  money  but  p can  do  little  about  it.  nave  feee 
been  having  a delightful  corospondance  with  a m^s  L°is  Harris 
KUhn  who  is  writing  a book  about  jo  for  teenagers  and  though 
she  wrote  the  book  with  great  enthusiasm,  for  sne  writes  me 
the  more  she  found  out  about  jo  the  more  she  loved  him,  she 
is  now  having  trouble  with  the  Jewish  publishimg  society,  who 
asked  her  to  write  the  book,  because  of  the  lack  of  jo's 
affiliation  with  his  religion  ^ si^^e  used  some  of  the  mat- 
erial from  vanwyck( s book  about  Helen  and  jo,  , asking  per- 
mission of  van  wyck  of  course. 


when  p come  over  (in  the  pall)  p will  bring  Relnn  as  my  belated 
Birthday  greeting,  pke  practical  cositator,  unless  you  have  it. 
There  are  so  many  wonderful  things  in  that  book,  well  enough  for 
the  moment  p love  and  hug  you  both  tenderly  . ^ 

— I ^ 

. \j  A 

^ (pt  ^ Vive  CL/t  dLcC-— ^ .tot  tn. 


Wvfc>- 


tlvuli-CH 


f.  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22-  MURRAY  HILL  8 


July  10,  1956 


McCicJp 

cc:  Mrs.  Nella'Sraddy  Henney 


An  article  about  Helen  Keller  {THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE),  illustrated  with  photo- 
graphs, will  appear  in  the  fifth  issue  of  Amerika  Illustrated,  which  will  be  distri- 
buted in  Russia  in  November.  This  is  the  magazine  issued  by  the  United  States 
Information  Agency. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC  ' 15  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


Dear  Polly: 

The  interesting  letters  you  gave  me  have  been  routed 
'round  the  house,  and  Publicity  has  already  published 
a note  in  our  house  organ,  to  the  interest  of  all.  I 
know  they  are  glad  to  know  of  these  things,  all  grist 
to  the  mill. 

I'll  be  seeing  Daddy  next  week,  and  will  be  in  touch 
well  before  the  first. 


Mass  Polly  Thompson 
c/o  Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  RFD 
Westport,  Connecticut 

KS'.cjp 

end:  Ruth  Adams,  America  Illustrated,  to  Miss  Keller  7/30 
Rollie  McKenna  to  Miss  Thompson,  7/30 
Hideyuki  Iwahashi  to  Miss  Keller,  7/24 
T.  Yoshimoto  to  Mr.  Iwahashi,  7/9  and  7/14 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


August  14,  1956 


Kate  Steichen 
Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 
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FISK  UNIVERSITY 


NASHVILLE  8.  TENNESSEE 


7 September  1956 


Miss  Hslen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Itoute  1 

Westport j Conn, 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I should  like  to  secure  your  interest  in  a special  project 
of  mine  to  ba  a part  of  each  day's  class  session  this  year  in 
my  course:  a statement  or  letter  from  a person  of  distinction 
and  leadership  regarding  his  philosophy  of  life,  his  belief  in 
God  and  the  povrer  of  prayer,  and/or  his  statement  of  the  value 
of  'faith'  in  every  man's  daily  program. 

This  idea  stems  from  my  conviction  that  in  teaching,  par- 
ticularly in  literature,  lies  a great  chance,  for  a brief  two 
or  three  minutes,  to  instill  within  the  minds  of  our  youth  re- 
spect for  prayer  and  faith.  It  also  stems  from  my  own  partici- 
pation in  a summer  seminar  under  the  auspices  of  the  Danforth 
Foundation,  which  invites  attendance  by  college  instructors  to 
examine  Christian  foundations  in  university  and  college  studies, 
and  which  fosters  an  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  God  in  the 
campus  routine . 

Toward  this  general  end,  I should  like  to  solicit  from  you 
such  a statement.  You  are  known  to  my  students,  who  regard  you 
highly  for  your  interest  in  human  relations  and  for  your  many 
contributions  to  Anerican  and  world  culture.  VJhat  you  have  to 
say  therefore  would  act  as  a source  of  inspiration  and  encourage- 
ment and  thought  for  the  day  and  beyond. 

I shall  be  sincerely  appreciative  if  you,  in  the  midst  of  a 
busy  schedule,  find  time  to  write  me. 

llianking  you,  I am 


ALSINA  500 

T.  B.  3 S - 0 0 ? 1 


DIRECCION  C'AOLECRAFICA 

LIDhECOL 


EDITORIAL  SUljll^ERICANA  S.  A. 

R U K N «-8-pAAUI  E S 

iO-  - 


NovEiiiber  8,  1956 

Miss  Hellen  Keller 
/iTcan  Ridge 
.JesDort.  Com. -US A 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

Vie  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  enclosed  herewith  our 
half  yearly  statements  of  sales  for  the  periods  July  1st  vfi  to  December 
31st  1955  and  January  1st  153  to  June  30,  1956  on  your  book: 

"SL  MTJNDO  DONDS  VIVO" 

You  will  probably  Imov:  that  as  a result  of  the  politia- 
al  changes  occurred  in  this  country,  currency  restrictions  on  transfer 
of  authors'  royalties  from  Argentina  abroad,  have  been  partly  removed. 
Consequently  it  is  now  permitted  to  transfer  royalties  earned  after  June 
30,  1955  to  creditors  living  in  other  countries. 

Therefore  and  according  with  the  anclosed  royalty  sta- 
tements we  can  pay  you  the  amount  of  187.-  argentine  pesos.  Neverthe- 
less, being  such  a small  sum,  we  sippose  that  perhaps  it  v/ill  be  prefe- 
rable to  let  it  credited  in  your  account  until  a more  substancial  quan- 
tity of  royalties  has  been  accrued. 

Kindly  let  us  Icnow  your  opinion  on  this  matter  and  re- 
turn the  diqjlicates  of  above  raentioned  statoiients  duly  signed  and  dated 
to  us. 


With  reference  to  ajnounts  standing  prior  to  June  30, 
1955  we  regret  to  say  that  they  are  still  frozen,  but  we  think  that 
before  long  the  situation  will  itiprove. 


Yours  sincerely 
EJlTOHlilL  dUD.\Jl£RICANA.  3. A. 

/I  I ^ 

lianager 
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HARCOURT.  BRACE  AND  CO/APANY,  me 

PUBLISHERS 

303  MADISON  AV  ENUE,  NEW  YORK  17,  N.Y. 


November  28,  1956 


Miss  Helen  Adams  Keller 
c/o  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Vestport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


Ve  are  embarking  on  what  is  for  us  a 

pioneer  venture  on  which  we  would  like  your  aid,  comfort  and  help.  ¥e  are 
preparing  nine  12  inch  long  play  records  tentatively  titled  MANY  VOICES,  to 
accompany  the  6 anthologies  in  our  ADVENTURES  IN  uITER/iTUKE  series. 

You  may  recall  you  granted  us  permission 
to  reprint  your  magnificent  essay  "Three  Days  To  See"  in  ADVEtJTURES  IN 
APPRECIATION.  Now  we  would  like  to  have  you  make  for  us  a 9 minute  recording 
based  on  this  essay.  As  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  tentative  list  of 
selections,  we  plan  to  devote  one  of  our  12  units  on  the  2 records  of  MANY 
VOICES  for  ADVENTURES  IN  APPRECIATION  to  you.  We  think  it  will  be  an  unforget- 
able  experience  for  high  school  sophmores,  the  ones  who  will  use  ADVENTURES  IN 
APPFJ3CIATI0N,  to  hear  you  yourself  reading  this  selection. 

We  suggest  a small  royalty;  that  is,l-2^ 
per  record  sold  for  permission  to  make  the  recording  and  for  your  reading. 

We  would  like  to  pay  f.50.00  as  an  advance  against  this  royalty.  In  addition 
we  would  want  to  pay  your  expenses  for  the  trip  in  from  Westport  to  the  record- 
ing studio.  We  could  arrange  this  trip  at  your  convenience  almost  any  time  in 
the  next  month  or  early  January.  Won't  you  consider  all  this  and  let  us  ioiow 
whether  we  may  look  forward  to  the  privilege  of  including  you  in  MANY  VOICES. 


Sincerely, 


James  M.  Reid,  Editor 
School  Text  Book  Department 


JMR: jc 
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HATIOKAL  aW^ADCASTIHO  COMPAMT,  INC. 
RCA  Rulldlng,  Radio  City,  New  Tork 


January  9,  1957 


Kiaa  Halen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  Connecticut 

Dear  Mias  Kellart 

1 should  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  your  story 
and  your  words  on  Sunday's  VIDE  WIDE  WORLD  program  which  brought  special 
meaning  and  deep  inspiration  to  millions  of  people*  I was  privileged 
to  be  permitted  to  present  you  personally  and  the  story  of  your  work  to 
our  vast  television  audience* 

Hy  deepest  rsgret  is  that  I was  not  personally  able  to  aisst  you* 
However,  from  my  talks  with  Miss  Cornell  and  from  your  wox*ds  on  the 
program,  I was  more  than  honored  to  gain  an  insight  into  a rare  human 
being.  And  this  is  something  I shall  never  forget* 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  a rare  moment  on  Television* 

Cordially  yours. 


Herbert  Sussan 

Producer 

WIDE  WIDE  WORLD 


c 


NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 
RCA  Buildings  Radio  City,  N.Yi 
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Y January  9,  1957 


Miss  Polly  Thomson 
Arcan  Ridge>  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Thomson] 

I wish  I had  the  opportiinlty  to  meet  you  personally*  Howererj 
I expect  Mr*  Delbert  Mann  handled  Miss  Keller's  presentation  in  such 
a way  that  everything  was  most  satisfactory*  This  is  why  I sought  to 
obtain  for  this  television  presentation  this  gentleman  who^  I feel« 
is  one  of  the  most  talented  directors  in  the  television  industry* 

I want  to  especially  express  my  appreciation  for  your  wonderful 
cooperation  in  making  Miss  Keller's  appearance  one  of  Uie  most  memorable 
moments  anyone  can  remember  In  television  history*  1 trust  that  you 
both  had  a minimum  of  inconvenience  and  found  the  experience  pleasant* 

Cordially  yours 5 


/s/  Herbert  Sussan 
Producer 
WIDE  WIDE  WORLD 


p g 

* * If  it  is  at  all  possible,  I would  feel  honored  if  wo  could  have  a 
suitably  autographed  picture  of  Miss  Keller  to  noimt  in  our  office 
as  a remembrance  of  what  I consider  the  finest  program  I have  ever 
had  the  pleasure  of  producing* 


Scottsboro,  R.  R.  U 
Marion,  Iliinois 
Feb.  1,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 

For  two  years  I've  been  trying  to  find  the  courage  to  write  to  you  but 
have  hesitated  since  I know  your  days  are  full.  Tonight  there  was  an  announce- 
ment on  television  that  the  play,  "The  Miracle  Maker"  would  be  shovm  soon  so 
again  I have  the  urge  to  wtite  you. 

For  aboit  fifteen  years  I've  been  breeding  Irises  and  have  several  that 
have  been  officially  named.  To  name  an  Iris  it  must  first  be  registered  with 
the  American  Iris  Society,  of  which  I'm  a member,  and  a name  of  your  choice 
requested  for  that  particular  flower.  I work  with  and  for  white  Irises  and 
since,  to  me,  white  is  such  a clean  color  and  represents  hope  and  faith  I 
would  be  so  very  happy  to  have  permission  to  name  the  next  flower  " HELEN 
KELLER"  when  and  if  I can  originate  another  Iris  that  is  worthy  of  the  name 
in  every  I would  be  more  than  glad  to  send  you  one  of  the  plants  as  a 

gift,  to  be  grown  in  yo\ir  garden  for  your  own  enjoyment. 

I am  sending  a page  from  the  American  Iris  Society  Bulletin  where  regis- 
trations are  listed  so  it  will  help  explain  itiy  request. 

Homing  to  hear  from  you  and  with  the  best  of  T-rishes,  I am 


GATTY,  Joseph,  225  Griffith  St,  Jersey  Gity  7,  New  Jersey. 

Regal  Gent. 

GERBERG,  Mrs.  Ale.via,  Naches,  Wash. 

He.avy  Gream. 

GOODMAN,  Richard,  25.3  Bloomingbaiik  Road,  Riverside,  Illinois. 

Ivory  Satin,  Silver  Bell. 

GRAH.AM,  Helen,  El  Dorado,  Kansas. 

Gay  Ripples,  Table  Talk. 

GR.YPES.  Mrs.  Vivian,  Big  Springs,  Nebraska. 

Amethyst  Gem,  Green  Eyes,  Nigrette,  Skippy,  Wood  Fairy. 
GREENE,  Mrs.  Howard  B.  (Noma),  840  Arcadia  Ave.,  Arcadia, 
California. 

Elzora,  Green  Meadows,  Loma  Pearl,  Sir  P’oxley,  Spring 
Drift. 

GREENLEE,  Mrs.  Wilma,  Route  3,  Chrisman,  Illinois. 

Blue  Asterisk,  Cloud  Fluff,  Cream  Flare,  Green  Halo, 
Orango. 

H.AFNER,  Mrs.  Lois  G.,  P.O.  Box  .346,  Clackamas,  Oregon. 

Irene  Gerow. 

HALL,  David  F.,  809  Central  Ave.,  Wilmette,  Illinois. 

Applause,  Garden  Gold,  Smteet  Refrain. 

HAMACHER,  Mrs.  Lavinia,  19131  Spencer  Ave.,  Detroit  34, 
Michigan. 

Fabulous  June,  Infinite  Glory%  Pink  Thrill,  White  Hills, 
Harriett  Blaess. 

HAMBLEN,  Mrs.  J.  R.  (Melba  B.),  2778  W.  .5600  So.,  Roy,  Utah. 
Blue  Clif,  Charmaine,  Enchanted,  Glittering  Amber,  Hilight, 
Ruffled  Snow,  Ruffled  Starlite,  Silver  Chalice,  Valimar, 
White  Torch. 

H.ARRIS,  Fisher,  1422  Military  Way,  Salt  Lake  Git)',  Utah. 

Little  Gem. 

H.YSKOVEC,  Mrs.  Charlie,  Highway  34,  Ennis,  Texas. 

HINKLE,  Mrs.  W.  J.  (Georgia  M.),  Scottsboro  R.R.  4,  Marion, 
Illinois. 

Helen  Novak,  Magic  Morn. 

HOFFMAN,  L.  L.,  113  D St.,  Davis,  Gahfdinia;  

As  introducer  for  Jack  G.  Linse,  originator.  Globetrotter, 
Heather  Angel. 

HOLMBERG,  R.  D.,  102  Main  St.,  Neodesha,  Kansas. 

Desert  Prince,  Jana,  Moon  Valley. 

HUNT,  Eugene  A.,  Fallis,  Okla. 

Hunt  Mohr. 
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HUNT,  Mrs.  Joseph  L„  7802  South  21st,  Tacoma  66,  Washington. 
Doreen. 

JACOBSON,  Mrs.  Valentine  N.,  1.52.5  E.  .39th  So.,  Salt  Lake  Citv  7 
Utah. 

First  Kiss,  Lady  Greenslueves,  Misty  Chiffon. 

JENKINS,  Byron  C.,  2.305  Clay  St.,  Bellevue  Nebraska. 

Angels’  Flight,  Flight  Line,  Tomahawk. 

JENSEN,  Mrs.  Selma,  Route  1,  Logan,  LTah. 

Ethel  Hope,  Gail,  Princess  Myril. 

JOHNSON,  Irene  S.,  Route  1,  Bo,\  74.3A,  Atascadero,  California. 
Atascadero. 

JOHNSON,  R.  Foster,  Bo.x  181C,  Crestwood,  Kentucky. 

Stylish  Stole. 

JOHNSON,  Dr.  Roswell  H.,  1212  No.  Sycamore  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 
38,  California. 

California  Stalwart. 

JORDAN,  Mrs,  Clara  J.,  101  Pelham  Road,  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee. 

Baby  Buttercup,  Miss  Show  Off,  Shadow  Story,  Venus  Slipper. 
KENNEDY,  Frederick,  Jr.,  1304  W.  Juanita  Ave.,  San  Dimas, 
California. 

Helen  Kennedy. 

KINISH,  David  R.,  O.S.B.,  St,  Benedict’s  College,  Atchison,  Kansas. 

Blue  Border,  Green  Enchantment,  Ruby  King. 

KLEINSORGE,  Dr.  R.  E.  419  E.  Main  St.,  Silverton,  Oregon. 

Beechleaf,  Front  Page,  Full  Reward,  Surprise  Party. 
KNOWLTON,  Harold  W.,  32  Hancock  St.,  Auburndale,  Mass. 
Mongolia,  Squanto. 

LAPHAM,  E.  G.,  1003  Strong  Ave.,  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

Heartbeat,  PIome  Fires,  Ingenue,  Jersey,  on  Stage. 

LEARY,  George  L.,  Prov.  Turnpike,  Millbury,  Mass. 

Multi-Ruffles, 

LEWIS,  J.  L.,  231  Broad  St.,  Salamanca,  New  York. 

Icebreaker,  Land  Sakes,  Mighty  Sweet. 

LENZ,  Dr.  Lee  W.,  1500  N.  Gollege,  Glaremont,  California. 

Claremont  Indian,  Mesa  Queen,  Royal  Californian. 
LINSE,  Jack  G.,  1421  N.  16th  Ave.,  Yakima,  Wash. 

Darlene  Waters,  Melody'  Waters,  Ozie  Waters,  Phlo.x  Pink, 
Pineapple  Sherbet,  Red  Butterfly'. 

LOHMAN,  Mrs.  Louis  J.,  Route  1,  Box  206,  Fallbrook,  California. 
Gay  Nineties,  Kewpie 

LONG,  B.  R.,  The  Firs,  Stone  Sti'eet,  Bo.xford  (Suffolk),  Colchester, 
Essex,  England. 

Ardency',  Enthusiast,  Heather  Isle,  Hedonist,  Misty  Isle, 
Pandean,  Precisian,  Ruby  Isle,  Silent  Worship,  Vice-Versa. 
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1209  Victoria  St 
Apartment  12 
Laredo,  Texas 
February  4,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Easton,  Conn 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  writing  for  your  permission  to  get  the  inclosed 
article  published.  If  you  have  any  suggestions,  additions, 
or  deletions  for  improving  the  article,  please  tell  me. 

And  if  you  have  any  pictures  to  accompany  the  article, 
would  you  please  send  them  to  me? 

You  have  long  been  one  of  my  favorites,  and  your 
goodness  and  greatness  far  exceed  my  ability  to  embody 
them  in  this  short  article. 

Miss  Keller,  this  is  my  "big  story" — the  first  I have 
ever  hoped  to  get  published  in  a National  Magazine.  Many 
of  my  articles  have  been  published  in  newspapers;  but  I 
hope  to  get  this  one  published  in  a top  rate  magazine. 

Your  assistance  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Any  remuneration  this  article  brings  will  be  donated 
to  some  worthy  cause. 


Very  sincerely. 


Mrs.  Stella  Woodall. 


Incl : 

Manuscript 


The  READER’S  Digest 


PLEASANTVILLE  • NEW  YORK 


February  19,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


We  are  preparing  soon  to  make  a new  appeal 
to  our  readers  for  support  of  the  Braille  Edition 
of  The  Reader's  Digest,  Nothing,  v;e  think  would 
have  a more  compelling  Influence  in  this  connec- 
tion that  a cover  essay  by  you. 

We  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  pre- 
paring a draft  essay  for  your  consideration, 

Vi/e  hope  you  vHll  change  it  in  any  way  that  will 
make  it  accord  more  closely  with  your  own  ex- 
periences and  sentiments. 

With  all  good  wishes. 


swf  :b 
enc , 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York,  Nev/  York 


OFFICE  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  UNITED  STATES  AND  INTERNATIONAL  EDITIONS 


DIRECTOR:  STERLING  W.  FISHER 


Draft  Iissay 


THE  REA.D1':R'S  DIGLST  HELPS  ME  TO  SEE 


By  Helen  Keller 


The  world  of  the  blind  is  far  from  the  total,  endless  abyss  of 
blacloiess  that  sighted  persons  suspect » We  blind  develop  a keen  sense 
of  inner  visiono  vVe  compensate  for  not  being  able  to  see  things  by 
forming  mental  pictures  of  the  things  aroiond  us.  This  way,  the  many 
beaiities  of  the  vvorld  are  not  lost  to  us. 

For  those  who  were  blinded  during  middle  life,  there  are  the 
added  memories  of  all  that  they  saw  vi?hen  they  had  vision.  These 
deep-rooted  recollections  serve  as  their  eyes  throughout  life  and  help 
them  visualize  nev/  objects.  Others  were  born  sightless,  or  like  m.yself, 
lost  their  vision  when  very  young.  We  must  develop  different  methods 
of  "seeingo" 

Whenever  I come  across  anything  new,  I form  a very  definite  mental 
picture  of  what  the  thing  looks  like.  Of  course,  my  "viev/"  of  an 
object  probably  differs  greatly  from  the  way  you  see  it,  but  in  my 
mind  that  object  is  just  as  vivid  as  it  is  to  you.  Perhaps  my  lack 
of  sight  is  an  advantage  in  many  vmys , All  people  and  things  are 
attractive  to  me.  Ugliness  is  only  a word. 

Many  of  the  impressions  I form  are  inl’luenced  by  what  I*ve  read. 
Since  childhood  I have  relied  on  books  and  magazines  to  provide  me 
with  the  insight  into  a world  I couldn't  see.  Much  of  the  knowledge 
I find  most  valuable  today  was  gained  as  a result  of  reading  the 
Braille  edition  of  The  Reader's  Digest,  The  vivid  stories  and  articles 
in  every  issue  have  cast  light  on  many  things  which  I wou3d  otherwise 

have  found  difficult  to  understand. 

But  what  I find  most  inspiring  in  the  Digest  is  its  v/onderful 
concern  for  people.  No  matter  how  much  each  issue  varies  from  the 
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previous  one,  that  quality  remains  consistent.  The  Digest  believes 
in  Man.  The  Digest  fights  the  good  fight  for  the  constant  betterment 
of  Man,  fiirtherlng  his  striving  toward  enlightenment  and  spiritual 
values  o 

The  Digest  also  has  helped  to  teach  me  acceptance.  Through 
reading  the  inspiring  accounts  of  other  handicapped  people,  I have 
increasingly  learned  to  accept  my  own  limitations  and  build  my  life 
within  their  boundaries.  In  moments  of  strain  and  self-doubt,  I have 
often  ret'urned  to  a well  remembered  story  in  a back  issue  of  the  Digest. 
Reading,  I feel  as  though  a devoted  and  talented  friend  were  at  my 
side,  entertaining,  encouraging  and  inspiring  meo  This  it  does  equally 
for  its  millions  of  sighted  readers  throughout  the  world. 

It  is  to  them  that  I appeal  to  send  their  contributions  so  that 
more  thousands  of  the  blind  may  share  this  wide  ;vorld  of  ever  new 
experience. 
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WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


*G^ORGE  F MEYER,  Vice-President 


M.  C.'  MtoEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEH 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


March  15,  1957 


Misses  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

During  the  time  you  were  away  in  Texas,  1 once  in  a while  helped  Marta 
decide  whether  some  of  the  more  serious  looking  material  should  be  attended 
to  in  your  absence  by  myself. 

One  of  the  things  that  1 extracted  was  the  attached  letter  and  materials  from 
the  Reader's  Digest.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  handle  it  myself  because  I 
honestly  do  think  Helen  ought  to  make  her  own  decision.  However,  I sometimes 
wonder  whether  this  is  not  one  of  those  things  to  which  Helen  lends  her  name 
that  ought  to  be  suspended.  As  you  know,  we  often  hear  that  many  friends  of 
the  blind  are  confused  by  the  frequent  use  of  the  name  of  Helen  Keller  by 
different  organizations,  and  you  and  Helen  have  been  trying  during  late  years 
to  concentrate  on  AFB  and  AFOB. 

In  short,  unless  Helen  herself  is  very  deeply  and  personally  interested  in  the 
Reader's  Digest  program,  she  ought  not  to  continue  and  I will  be  glad  to 
take  the  matter  up  with  Reader's  Digest  for  her.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Helen 
is  still  convinced  that  this  project  still  needs  her  help,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  certainly  do  not  wish  to  be  other  than  cooperative  with  Reader's 
Digest  for  many  reasons,  she  should,  of  course,  agree.  In  this  case,  if  you 
also  want  me  to  convey  the  approved  manuscript  to  Reader's  Digest  for  her, 

I will  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Best  personal  regards. 


As  ever. 


P.  S.  The  current  annual  financial  statement  of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  shows  that  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  of  $524.  091.  7 3 in  its 
Reader's  Digest  Fund  as  of  June  30,  1956.  This  apparent  surplus  of  income  over 
expenditure  has  been  gradually  increasing  year  by  year. 
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